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_ should: be modified in the

Operation of Foreign
Treaties.

London, June 16.—The feature of
today’'s sessien of the Imperial con-
férence was a resolution proposed by
Sir Wilfrid Laurigr that the govern-
ment be requested to open negotia-
tions with the several foreign gov-

the Empire had been
existing legislation in each
beneficially or otherwise,
Harcourt’s Amendment,
Right Hon. Lewis Harcourt, presi-
dent of the Board of Trade, said the
resolution was only another step in
the policy which had been the gov-
erning note of the conference, name-
ly, not of Imperial concentration,
but of Imperial co-operation. In

other,

ernments having' treaties waich ap-
ply to the overseas dominions, with g
view to securing liberty from those
treaties for any of the dominions
which mlay so desire to withdraw
from the operation of the treaty
without impairing the freaty with re-
speat to the rest of the empire.

Sir Wilfrid said the proposal had
been before the public for some time
and had given rise to various com-
ments, some taking one side of the
(questiolt and some the other,

“There is a fair and reasonable
necessity for -what I ask,” said Sir
Wilfrid, *“as might be shown py the
experience of Australia, who, when
they wished to give preferential treat-
ment to British products carried in
British ships were prevented from
doing so by the most-favored nations
clause in certain treaties.”

Difficulty Faced Canada.

A similar difficulty confronted Can-
ada when she also wished to give
preference to the mother country.
There were twelve treaties in exist-
ence containing that clause. “It was
being suggested,” the speaker con-
tinued, ‘‘that the proposal would de-
stroy the principle of imperial unity,
but that principle did not at present
exist.”

The United Kingdom had a free
trade system, while the dominions
had fiscal policies based upon the
raising of revenue by customs duties,
and even among the dominions, no
two of their tariffs agreed. Instead
of commercial unity, there was com-
mercial diversity and it was not dif-
ficult to understand that when the
United Kingdom made a treaty which
suited itss own _requirementS that,
treaty might not suit the require-|
ments of the dominions. Ior many
vears, at least the {ifteen since he
had been in office, the home govern-
ment , when negotiating commercial ;
treaties had followed the policy of|
not including any of the dominions
without their consent. . What he sug-
gested was that the old treaties now
be brought into line. I

Not for Separation,

Premier  Fisher (Australia) said

that both Sir Wilfrid’s resolution and
his arguments strongly recommended
themselves to the = commonwealth
point of view. ' The dominion gov-
ernments strongly appreciated the
difficulty of: the task of carrying out
the terms of the resolution, but at the
same time they strongly wished, with-
out embarrassing the home govern-
ment, that the treaties by which the
dominion governments were. effected
manner
proposed at the earliest possible min-,
ute.
* Sir Joseph Ward, premier of New
Zealand, agreed with the resolution
assuming that in carrying it out the
home government would renegotiate
the old treaties with a view to better
arrangements being made as far as,
the dominion governments were con-
cerned. %

General Both# of South Africa,
also expressed satisfaction with the .
resolution; Premier Morris, of New
Foundland, expressed himself as be-
ing entirely in its favor.

Grey Also Approves

Sir Edward Grey, British secretary
of State for foreign. affairs, stated
that the resolution was one which, in
view of the facts of the case, must
be accepted. For very many Yyears
every new commercial treaty which
had been negotiated had been ar-
ranged on the principle of not in-
cluding the dominions without their
consent, and it followed that a num-
ber of old treaties which did not con-

tain that option must at times be em-
barrassing to the dominions. The
exigencies of the case might be met,
however, by agreeing to open negotia-
tions with the countries concerned in
those treaties, asking whether they
would be prepared to modify thém
in the direction desired so as to bring
them up to date in the points wished,
1f they agreed to this course, matters
would be quite simply, but if they did
not, the best course of procedure
would be to enter upon new treaties
without denouncing those now in ex-
istence. .One of the articles in the
proposed new treaties would be that
when they came into operation they
wold abrogate the old ones.. On be-
half of the home government, he was
prepared to accept the resolution, and
on that understanding the resolution
was agreed to with the-addition of the
word commercial before treaties. {
Imperial Co-operation. \

Another resolution which came be-
fore the conference  was that moved
by Australfa, urging that every effort
be made to bring about co-operation
among the states of the Empire in
commercial ‘relations and matters of
mutual interest, and that efforts in
favor of British manufactured goods
and British shipping should be sup-
ported by the various governments as
far. ag was possible.

On this question Sir Wilfrid Laur-
ier said the Government of Canada
had perfect sympathy with the ob-
jects that would be eobtained. by the
resolution, but it was difficult to im-
prove the trade Trelations between
the- dominioms and the United King-
dom unless they possessed more in-
formation than they had at present.

\_He therefors thought that the first

thing to be done was to institute an
inquiry into this phase of the subject
and with this object he forthwith
proposed that _His Majesty King
George should Pe approached With‘.a
view to the appointment of a Royal
commission, representing the TUnited
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa and Newfound-
land, with a view to investigating and
reporting on the natural resources of
each part of the Empire represented
at the present conference, also the

.the empire.

one respect, however, the resolution
might be misunderstood. He pro-
posed to add to the work of the
commission the duty of finding out
also by what methods, consistent with
the existing fiscal policy of each part
of the Empire, whether its trade
with the others might not be im-
proved and extended and to make
recommendations .as to the policy to
be followed by the dominions and the
Mother Country. On those lines
the commission would serve the most
useful purpose and put the whole
Empire in a better position for future
co-operation. '
Hon. Andrew Fisher, premier “of
Australia, thought the resolution
dealt with a very practical way of
dealing with a rather difficult set of
questions. He saw no reason why
the proposed addendum should mnot
be accepted. If such g commission
was to be of any service it must be
free to look into every matter likely
to afford useful information in con-
nection with production, manufac-
ture and distribution and not dogma-
tize as to the right method in which
the different countries should conduct
their own affairs. Incidentally, he
mentioned that the <Commonwealth
would greatly prize a visit from res-
ponsible ministers from the United
Kiingdom, but whether that was pos-
sible or not, it was necessary that
the commission should be of such a
character as to include men of the
highest standing, otherwise the mem-
bers would be received, although
with courtesy, yvet with indifference. :
Other Premiers Approve. \
Premier Ward, of New Zealand,
thought the proposal met the position
in a very practical way. The com-
mission would, of course, visit all the
dominions. ‘What was required was
an inquiry extended throughout the
Empire, ‘'and in this manner that
would be secured. He suggested |
that the addendum was essential ifi
the commission was to arrive at’
workable decisions, but no commis- |
sion ought to' be empowered to sug-’
gest to the different dominions what
their fiscal policy should be. Pre-
mier Botha agreed to the Tresolution,
while Premier Morris also concurred.
Premier Asquith thought the con-
frence was very much indebted to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier for making A this
very practical suggestion, which
would prepare the ‘way and !
possible make the way plain |
for effective action at . the mnext
conference if mnot before. The
proposed commission would be an ad-
yisory body, with references as wid= |
as words could make them on -all
matters connected with trade, com-
merce, production and intercourse hc-i
tween the different parts of the em-
pire, but it would not be a commis-
sion to state a policy to any part of
In matters of policy the
United, Kingdom and the several do-
minions must remain each a master
in its own house. Every self-govern-
ing state in the empire must pursue
such fiscal ‘policy as in the opinion of
the majority ‘of its citizens was for the
time best suited to the requirements
and conditions of their own country. '
The commisison would visit the dif-
ferent parts of the empire and .the |
home pgovernment fwoukd 'spare mo
pains to secure the ablest men pos-
sible as' their representatives.
Dominion Will Aid.
Premier Fisher thereat affirmed
that the Commonwealth would be
ready to contribute their share of the
expenses a$ the burden ought not to
fall entirely upon the United King-
dom. Premier Ward also agreed that
it was as much for the benefit of the
Dominions as the United Kingdom,
while Sir Wilfrid Laurier said that
doubtless all the Dominions interested
would contribute. Premier Asquith
caid the home government was grate-
ful for the suggestion and would take
a note of it in the resolution which
was thereupon as amended agreed
to. i
Premier Ward later moved a reso-
lution that it was desirable that Great
Britain should be connected with
Canada and through Canada with
Australia by the best mail service
available and urged that a mail ser-
vice be established on the Pacific be-
tween Vancouver, Fiji, Auckland and
Sydney by first class steamers of not
less than ten thousand tons and cap-
able of developing sixteen knots an'
hour. Also in addition that a fast
service between Canada and Great
Britain, the financial support for both
purposes be contributed by Great Bri-
tain, Canada, Australia and New Zea-
land in equal proportions. He said

the existing service across the Pa- |

cific had been exXtended another five
years, therefore, in considring the
present proposal New Zealand had
to recognize their obligatiofis in con-
nection with the’ existing service but
no. doubt arrangements could be made
that the service be accelerated and
brought into a faster extended At-
lantie service.
he hoped the service would be sup-
ported by the British government,
Canada and Austrtlia.
Trade Goes to U. S,

Premier Morris, of Newfoundland,
who had given notice of a resolution
(Continued on Page Five.)
to urge that for the purpose of estab-
lishing a line of fast steaimers, Bri-
tain, Canada and Newfoundland con-
tribute an annual subsidy based on
and in proportion to their wealth,
population and trade intérests of their
respective countries, said that in 20
years the imports into Newfoundland
from the United Kingdom had de-
creased from 50 per cent. to fifteen.
had gone to the United States, the
A greater proportion of the difference
reason being that while they had only

If such be instituted

affected by Premier Fisher, however, said that,

'while there ‘was much to be said for
ithe All-Red route on the sentimental
gide, the practical side must stand
on its merits. As regards the car-
riage of gooods the
transhipment and carriage over three
thousand miles of land rendered the
proposal impracticable and ' whie?
some regret therefore the governmen
of the Commonwealth could not sup
port it asiproposed.
Lloyd George’s Comment.

Chancellor Lloyd George said th
practical <difficulties were certainl)
very great for a service such as wa
proposed would have to depend upo:
passenger traffic as they could no
hope to:carry goods across the con-
tinent involving transhipment, there-
fore there would be considerable los:
on. the Pacific side, although it was
possible that on the Atlantic side th¢
necessary revenue might be obtainec
after some years. Another difficulty
was in bringing the different partie:
together to-ararnge the detdils of ¢
deal of this kind and.he thought th¢
suggestion that the matter be refer
réd to the proposed royal commis-
sion was a very good one.

Premier Ward said had the schemq
been put forward merely for the pur-
pose of carrying goods from New Zea
land to England it would be useles:
and impracticable, but the develop-
ment of trade between Australia anc
New Zealand with Canada had alway:
been an important consideration. 11
connection with the proposet
through. mail and passenger ser

vice to England, he would, in viewsa .|

the expression of opinion on the par
of Britain and the other dominions
cmit the second portion of the am
endment and move the first para
graph, which read as follows: ‘“Tha
in the interests of the BEmpire it i
desirable that Great Britain shoulc
be connected with Canado and New
foundland and through Canada witl
Australia and New Zealand by th
best mail service available and th
resolutilon as amended was unanim
ously agreed to. '

REVENUE SHOWS
A BIG INCREASE

Ottawa, June 16—The fin-
ance statement for the Do-
minion for the fiscal year
which closed on March 31
shows a total revenue of
$117,780,409 compared with
$101,503,710 for 1910.

The total expenditure on
consolidated fund was $87,-
773,948 as compared with
$79,411,747 = the previous
year, while the capital ex-
penditure was $33,696,222 as
against $34,258,21 in 1910.

The chief sources of ‘re-
venue were customs $72,-
965,394, excise $16,869,837,
post office $10,818,834.

The chief expenditure was
$30,852,863 on railways in-
cluding the National Trans-
continental Railway. At the

|close of the year the total

net debt was $340,641,852 as
against $336,773,305 in 1910.

GENERAL OTTER IS
INSPECTING CAMP

‘Expresses Himself as Well Satisfied

With the Progress the Troops are.
Making—913 Officers and Men and
730 Horses in Camp.

Calgary, June 16——Brigac&er Gen-
eral W. D. Otter, inspector general
of the Canadian militia, arrived in
the city last night and is spending
today an tomorrow in the military
camp. General Otter will not make
any official inspection of the. full
forcg, but is looking over the work
of the troops as they go through7
their regular drills' on the open
grounds allowed ‘to each corps and:
regiment. General Otter thus far
expresses himself as well satisfied
with the pregress the troops are
making. }

No incidents of note-have occurred
at the camp since yesterday. ' The
body of the late Alex Gibson is being
prepared for shipment by the under-
taker. The body will be sent to the
home of the deceased, Fort William,
for interment..

The exact number of men in camp
is 913 officers and men and 730
horses. Today the troops are 'doing
the regular drills with the exception
of the 21st Alberta Hussars, from
Medicine Hat, Irvine and Bow Island.
These troops are on the rifle ranges
in East Calgary.. -

COAL STRIKE GROWS SERIOUS,

Calgary Cement' Plants' Out of Fuel,
May Have to Close Down, :

Calgary, June Zg—lt is. hoped that
the various labor uniemns. here  wilk
use their influence to put an end to
the strike, for the conditions aré
daily ‘becoming more serious here!
Several of the cement plants ‘are
practically out of fuel and will have
to shut down unléss & truce is called
within the mext few days Already
‘several- Alberta industries have been
forced to import coal from Pennsyl-
vania to keép in operation and two
local cement companies have some
five thousand tons of coal en route
from the eastern states that they ma
keep their plants in operation,

necessary re-.

1 the only thing

ance Committee to Push
g It Along.

|

ste leaders that there js a clear ma-
ority in favor of the bill
.mendment, was made plain today,
vhen Senator Penrose of the com-
nittee forced the bill into its second
‘eading before the senate and an-
iounced its probable early passage.

Consideration of the mnieasure to-
lay was brief; as no one was pre-
sared to speak ~at length upon it
Before the senate assembled, Sen-
ator Penrose had given out a formal
statement <claiming sixtr votes in
iavor of the passage of the bul and
more than that many against the
Root amendment, which affects the
importation of wood pulp and paper.

WHY HE OPPOSES
POWER SCHEME

. Commissioner Bouillon Takes the
Ground That the Construction of
the Plant Would Not Be a Paying
Proposition at the Presert Time.

“My opinion of the proposal to de-
velop . power at Grand Rapids,’”’ said
Jommissioner Bouillon yesterday, in
| ‘esponse to g question from the Bulle-
tin, “was expressed in the report
 which I submitted to the commis-
sioners several days ago.

While we have not available the
tigures which would enable us to
compare the cost of power develop-
ment at this point with that in our
present or a similar plant, I have no
hesitation in saying that we can gen-
erate power here at less cost than
under the scheme for the develop-
ment of which the ratepayers are
asked to vote $100,000 on Monday
next.

“At the present time, and for some
considerable time to come, no hydro-
electric scheme such as that which is
presented for consideration can be
regarded as a good business proposi-
tion. We e¢ould net.begin to use the
power which would be developed. I
gave place to no gone in the belief in
ithe great future which lies before this
city, but even with the most gener-
ous estimateé of possible growth I am
convinced that it will be a very long
time before such a scheme as that
which is proposed. would be feasible
from the business point of view, and
I think it would be a mistake to au-
thorize any expendi{ture for this pur-
pose.”

i~ Commissioner Botillon takes a sim-
jlar view of the question to that ex-
pressed in the letter by John Chal-
mers, the provincidl government en-
gineer, published 'in the Bulletin a
few days ago.

SWIFT CURRENT SCENE
OF DISASTROUS FIRE

Great Northern l{érdware Company
and International Lumber Com-
pany’s Buildings and Stocks, Al-
mest Completely Destroyed.—Bri-
gade Fought Hard to Save Town.

Swift Current, June 16—Fire started
in the Great Nprthern Co., Ltd., hard-
ware store, at 2.15 this afternoon and
demolished the buildings and contents
saved Dbeing a few
books and papers. The fire started in
the back of the store and with so
many combustibles spread rapidly for
& few minutes at @& time. The bullets
exploded in one continuous roar with
several large explosions from powder
and fortunately the large gasoling
tanks were buried deep enough in the
ground that they did not go up. The
loss to the Great Northern will be
about $100,000 with hau this amount
covered by insurance. The Swift Cur-
rent Hardware Company’s store across
the street caught several times, but
after hard work was extinguished
with but little damage.

‘The International Lumber Company’s
yard at the back of the Great North-
ern caught and isstill burning, but
is under control The damage here
will no doubt be around ten thousand
dollars, and is covered by insurance.

Swift Current Hardware Company
Anderson and lkumanson, and Kamous
Merchantile Co., have small damage.

|“CAPITAL CITIES”

~TRAIN WRECKED

Crashes Into Caboose of a
Freight Train at Eli,
Manitoba.

Eli, Man., June 16—The “Capital
Jities” express of the Canadian Nor-
thern crashed into the caboose of a
freight standing on the siding at this
station thig afternoon and Engineer
O’Connor of the passenger train was
injured in leaping from the cab,
spraining his ankle.

There were two employees of the
dining car department slightly bruis-
ed. The passengér was running

x'pullx-:d into the siding, but the switch
was not closed in time to give a clear
track.

Three freight cars were badly
smashed and the tender of the pas-
senger engine took- fire, while the

derailed, but not totally wrecked.

None of the passengers were hurt,
though all were severely shaken up.

St, Boniface hospital,

through behind the freight which hadlooo is a big hole in them, and can be
used to better advantage right in the ™

baggage and second class cars werefterest‘ on the

The injured were taken to Winnipeg, with a limit of four or more mil-
twenty miles away and placed in the lions and the cards all being against

. Washington, June 16.—The deter-
4mination of the senate finance com-
;i mitteeé to push through the Cana-
i dian reciprocity bill with all possible
“ipeed and the confidence of the sen-
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'POWER SCHEME
IMPRACTICABLE

Another Engineer and a
Ratepayer Oppose Pro-
posed Expenditure.

Another’ prominent engincer in the
city has addressed the following let-
ter to the Bulletin in'whi¢h, like John
Chalmers, engineer connected with
the provincial public wobrks depart-
ment, he declares the 'scheme im-
practicable at the present time, and
advises against the voting of $100,-
000 for the development of the pro-
position by the city:—

As an engineer there are a few fur-
ther points than those brought up by
Mr. Chalmers in his very able letter
in the Bulletin regarding the Grand
Rapids power scheme, that I should
think should be taken into considera-
tion before this money is voted. From
an engineer’s point of view this site
is ‘absolutely 'worthless to the city of
Edmonton as every engineer who has
been over the ground has reported,
'even apart from the fact of its dist-
ance from the city.

‘ In the first place 1 believe Edmon-
ton has no need for this amount of
power as I understand that their
present load is around 7,000 horse
power. The great argumgnt that is
put up ‘is that the ‘bal@ce of the
power can be disposed of to other
corporations along the route. Pos-
sibly so, but there are seventy-five
miles of rapids on this niver and a
company can develop power at ten
different places on these rapids, and
what is there to prevent them from
developing and entering into djrect
competition with the city? I would
here like to quote a passage in the
Canadian (Engineer of the 26th- Jan-
tiary; 1911, regarding the hydro-elec-
tro: ¢commission of Ontario:—

| “Brantford, Ont., the Cataract
Power Co., like the London Electric
Co., is starting upon a rate war with
the hydro-electric commission. The
Cataract Power Co. is pledged under
certain cohditions, to give Brantford
a ten per cent. less rate than that
charged by the hydro-electric.”

And then again to show you the ex-
pense of transmission quoted from
the same issue:—

_“If the government decides to ex-
tend the southern line from St.
Thomas to Windsor, a loan of about
one million dollars will be arranged.”

I would like to call attention to the
fact that the Ontario provincial gov-
'ernment has not seen fit, up to the
present time, to build this line, that
is, ibetween Niagara and ‘Windsor,
'though the distance to e traversed
is some fifteen miles shorter than
from Grand Rapids to Edmonton,
and through a thickly. settled and
'wealthy country. Therefore does it
ot seem ridiculous that the city of
Edmonton should attempt to do this
through a country as yet almost un-
gettled. Everyyengineer who knows
this Grand Rapids power proposition
and has looked into its possibilities,
'has reported unfavorably against it.
It is both hasty and too expensive a
proposition for the city of Edmonton
to undertake.

A Ratepayer’s Objection.

A well known citizen, dealing with
the proposal from a ratepayer’s
standpoint, writes as follows:—

i  “jn further reference to the lcthr‘
published in the Bulletin of June 10,
by Mr. Chalmers, regarding the hy-
dro electric scheme from Grand Rap-
idse, and whilst Mr Chalmers has
put forward his case very clearly so
as to enable the lay mind to clearly
see that they are voting this money
lindiscriminately, I would like to'
further add that he has not taken up,
the matter from the taxpayers’ point
lof view, and I would like to ask a
few further questions regarding this
'scheme. In making enquiries from
an- engineer who knows. these parts
(tge Grand Rapids) 'well, and ask-

|
f

in# him what his idea was he informs
md that sometime back he was com-
missioned to look into this as a pos-
‘sible site for the production of power
for Edmonton and his estimate
reached $4,00,000, now Mr. Chalm-
ers says two to five milljons and the
city ‘has no definite information so
we cgn take $4,000,000 as an average,
now I would like to have the follow-
ing questions answered:—

“Where is this $4,000,000 coming
from
| “If from debentures, how will it
affect our borrowing powers. $4,000,-

city

“Will the difference in the cost of
light fully compensate and more for
,the increased taxation oceasioned by
the re-payment of principal and in-
$4,000,000 debenture
loan?

“To use poker language it looks to
me as if this $100,000 was the ante

us.”

{ly thrown open have drawn

PROVINCIAL JAIL NOW
READY AT LETHBRIDGE

New Prison Has 100 Cells and is a
Modernly Equipped Building—Dr.
Rivers is Warden and Sergeant
Peters, R.N.W.M.P., Deputy War-
den—Cabinet Ministers Away.

Construction of the provincial jail
at Lethbridge has been completed by
the Department of Public Works and
the opening of the building will pro-
bably take place early in July. There
are 100 cells in the new jail which
will provide accommodaton for short
term prisoners and relieve the over-
crowding in the jails at Calgary and
Fort Saskatchewan.

The building is a modern one in
every respect. A new feature in jail
construction is an exterior detached
wall, with windows six feet removed
from the cells. By the operation of
a single lever all the cell doors can be
closed. or opened at once. There are
sanitary conveniences in every cell.

Prisoners to Work Farm,

A power plant has been puilt to
supply heat and light to the prison.
Surrounding the building is a large
farm, which will be worked by the
prisoners.
is now being broken and farm build
ings are being erected.

Dr. Rivers, of Lethbridge, has been
appointed warden of the jail, with
Sergeant Peters, formerly of the R.N.-
W.M.P., as deputy warden. James
Ross has been appointed bursar. Ar-
rangements for the opening will pro-
bably be made by the Hon. A. J:
McLean on his return from the East.

All Ministers Away.

All the cabinet ministers are at pre-
sent out of the city, the Hon. Duncan
Marshall and the Hon. A. J. McLean
being in Ontario, purchasing stock for
the demonstration farms and the
farm of the government in ‘connection
with the asylum at Ponoka, and the
Hon. C.:R. Mitchell, acting premier,
in the south of the province. De-
puty Minister of Education D. 8. Mc-
Kenzie is also absent in the east, and
George Harcourt, deputy minister of
agriculture, is spending a few days at
Gull Lake. Publicity Commissioner
Hotchkiss will be in the south for
another week, superintending the
erection of farm buildings and break-
ing operations in progress on the gov-
ernment’s demonstration farm . at
Claresholm.

Decoration of the entrances to the
Legislative Buildings in honor of the
King’s Coronation on Thursday was
begun yesterday.

GREAT INCREASE IN
ACREAGE UNDER CROP

Areas Sown to Both Wheat and Oats
in Saskatchewan Have Trebled
During Last Five Years—Slight
Increase in Rate of Wages to Farm
Help.

Regina, Sask., June 19—The esti-
mates of the provincial department of
Agriculture shows a marked increase
in the acreage under wheat and oats
this year.

The wheat ' acreage this year 1is
5,698,235, - an increase of 936,461, or
twenty per cent. over that of 1910.
The acreage ~under oats is placed at
2,291,823, an increase of 209,216 or
more than ten per cent. over the acre-
age of the previous year. The acre-
age under both creps has more than
trebled in the past five years.

The largest increases have taken
place in the - south central districti
within the bounds of which lies the
large preemption area south and west
of Moose Jaw. The west central,
which includes the: Goose Lake coun-
try the south-western, including all
that country tributary to the western
Saskafchewan portion of the main
line of the C. P. R. The northyestern

lwhich includes the fertile farrot river

valley and the northwestern within
the limits of which is located the
Battleford district where the large
areas of free government land recent-
many
homesteaders. 3
There is a slight increase in the rul-
ing average wages of many farm lab-
orers while that for domestic help
remains much the same as last year
for hore men. ‘The wages run from
$2659 to $333 per year, or $29.95 to
$39.40 per month and for servant girls
from $12.60 to $18.70 per month. As
was the case last year the need seems
to be for more experienced farm help
while in every district except adjoin-
ing foreign settlements where - the
native supply can be drawn from
there is a scarcity of farm help.
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LIBﬁ{\L CABINET
MEMBER UNSEATED.

London, June 20.—Chas. =
F. G. Masterman, under secre-
tary of state in the Home
Office, today was deprived of
his seat in the House of Com-
mons for the North Division
of West Ham, by the law
courts, whieh found that his
election was alded by corrupt
practices on the part of his
agents. The judges said no
fault rested upon Mr. Master-
man personally.
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The ground on this farm |

215 HOMESEEKERS
ON THE WAY HERE

Second Excursion From To-
ronto En Route to
Alberta.

Two hundred and
seekers bound for various points in

fifteen home-
Alberta left Toronto by a special C.
P.: R,
week, according to a telegram receiv-
ed from C. R .McCutcheon, public-
ity agent of the provincial govern-=

excursion on Tuesday of this

ment, by Publicity Commissioner C.
S. Hotchkiss.

sécond of the season from the On-

This excursion is the

tario capital. The first was run on
May 30th, and brought 200 persons
to Alberta.
excursions proved that several others
will be run from Toronto during the
summer as well as a number of oth-
ters from Montreal.

Mr. Hotchkiss paid a flying visit
» Edmonton Friday after being
|absent for two weeks in the south.
;Me left again Saturday tor
.Claresholm tor superintend ‘the work
of erecting buildings and other op-
erations in progress on the govern-
ment’s model farm at that point,

“I never saw the crops looking het-
ter in the south, than they are just
now,” kaid Mr., Hotchkiss to the
Bulletin yesterday. ‘“All grains are
well advanced and in the best of con-
dition. There has been plenty of
rain. Showers are falling somewhere
every day. Yesterday there was a
Isplendid rainfall betwen Calgary and
{Nanton. A ¢ombination of favorable
circumstances seems to have assurea
the south this year one of the best
crops it has ever had. The people
everywhere are fairly radiant with
optimism.’”

So successful have the
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$25,000 FIRE IN MONTREAL.

Blaze in East Ontario Street Destroys
a Number of Homes.

Montreal, June 20—A number of
families were rendered homeless in
Hovhelaga yesterday as a result of a
;blaze=which broke out at noon in the
hay shed of J. W. Gingras, 2025 East
Ontario street, and spread rapidly to
adjoining houses fronting on East
Ontario street as well as to the sheds
in the rear of houses in St. Germain
street. *It was feared for a time that
the fire would reach the School of the
Nativity in St. Germain street. The
sheds of the block adjoining the in-
stitution were ablaze but- the firemen
succeeded in preventing the flames
from spreading to the school build-
ing. The loss will probably reach
$25,000.

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY

Question Affecting Every City, Town
nnd Village in Canada to Come

Before Commission Shortly.

Ottawa, June 19—-The whole ques-
t?on of express delivery within certain
limits in every city, town and village
in Canada will be reopened at some
future date when railway commission
decides to hear applications of the ex-
press companies for the establishment
of reasonable collection and delivery
zones. These applications would have
been considered and settled before 1st
June, date set for the boards abolition
of delivery limits, hand not the express
companies .delayed filing their appli-
cations.

TAFT SILVER WEDDING.

Great Function 'Held in the White
l House at Washington.

Washington, June 20—The silver
wedding celebration of the President
and Mrs. Taft, the second that has
been Theld in the White house, came
to an end tonight with the reception
on' the White house lawn Invitations
had been sent to close to 12,000 per-
sons and while the official count of
those who shook hands with the
president was not given out, it was
estimated that at least 5,000 persons
were present. 1
Never in the history of the nation
as such a function been held in

"W'ashington. The diplomatic gornps,

{the U. S. Supreme court, the Sen-
‘a.te and the House of Representatives,
ithe departments of the government,
|

the men who are high in political af-

¢ fairs of the country, army, the navy

and every walk of life almost were
represented.

Gold Rush to Alaska.

Nome, Alaska, June 18—A stam-
pede is on to the Good News Bay
district, south of the KXuskokwim,
where rich placer grounds have been
discovered. Several hundred pros-

¢ |pectors have gone and many are go-

ing from here.
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