
_ -V*

Pf GE FOUR. EDMONTON BULLETIN,- THURSDAYt MARCH 4, 1909.

THE EDMONTON BULLETIN

(SEMI-WEEKLY.) •

mendation. Provision was made lor 
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LEGISLATION FOR THE PEOPLE

me.nt policy has been displayed, has 
been to safeguard and promote the 
interests of the people generally. It 
is the standing and unquestionable 
testimony that their purposes hare 
been worthy of approbation.

WHY HORATIUS HEDGED.
Our expectations have been disap-

, , - - .. pointed, though our fears have beenA government has two i unctions, to ,. , „ _ , ..“ , , ___,___ ,___ realized. Some weeks ago the readeipropose laws and to enforce laws. Th-y 
originate legislation and lay it before 
the legislature for ratification; and 
when the proposed law has been ma •-? 
real law it is their business to en
force it. The tj^ir legislative
function,'the second fheic administrs- 
tive.

Legislation is the basis of all gov
ernment. action. A government may 
do only what the legislature empow
ers them to (to. They cannot collect 
or txpefld a dollar without the con 
sent and direction of the represen
tative body in parliament assembled. 
They cannot* amend, annul or mane 
a law. These matters rest absolutely 
in the hands of the whole represen
tative bddy, and there a minister 
has no more ultimate power than a 
private member. He has one vote, 
and no-more.

It foljoiws that a government must 
embody its policy in the bills propos 'd 
to the legislature, and may follow out 
that poKcy only if the legislature 
give authority to do so by passing 
the measures proposed. The character 
ok a government's policy may there-

was informed that the honorable the 
leader of the Provincial Opposition 
was to put on at the legislative build
ings—and perhaps also elsewhere :n 
the Province—a reproduction of the 
way Horatiiis kept the bridge in the 
brave days of old. In unfigurative 
and every-day language, he was to 
oppose the advancement of railways 
over the bond guarantee policy of the 
Government as surely and resolutely 
as the noble Roman held back he 
Tuscans from crossing the Tiber. We 
had his own word for it, and the 
promised treat looked so good th .1 
this paper like many others departed 
from its accustomed rules and gave 
the event considerable gratis adver
tising. It is now due to the reader 
to inform, him that the expected eve.it 
did not materialize and will not. The 
engagement is off. Horatins n.ts 
hedged. He çose- in the House the 
other day, supposedly to demonstrate 
according to ffionoiriieement, but hi? 
auditors were disappointed. He 
struck no attitudes, waved no met a 
phoric swords, hurled no challenges

their being able to get it out in a 
couple or three months more. Cer
tainly the present state of things on 
that side of the House waramts no 
assumption that a protracted cam
paign would better their standing. In 
that quarter the list state appears to 
be worse than the first. The longer 
they have had to criticize the less 
united they have been as to whet 
ought to he criticized and how much

chisc-holding corporations or parties 
to the public. Certainly no subject 
could be fraught with greater conse
quences for good or il| tp a young 
province, rich in natural resources 
and fitted in every way to become the 
home of an enormous and prosperous 
population.

On this question the convention 
took a clear and emphatic stand :n 
the interests of the public. While rp-

At present the Red Deer convention, proving the encouragement of .business 
stands pledged to something, different1 enterprise, the delegates declared that
î Tl Cl T1 Inn iL A T. A r r, rw» s\ t -1, ,, , 1 A I - . -than the Government's railway pol
icy, while the party press is support
ing that policy with pretty general a? 
cord; the leader of the party was nom
inally relieved of his position at Red 
Deer and subsequently exercised tno 
functions of that position by firing hi- 
uthole parliamentary following out or 
the party; the party press holds ar 
ominous silence toward Mr. Robert
son, while Mr. Robertson says the 
party press has been bought. Just 
whaV an Opppsition in such condition 
could hope to gain from a continua
tion of the existing order of things :t 
would be interesting to know. Civil 
war seems about the only accompish- 
ment within their. reach, and for ;n 
opportunity of avoiding this they 
ought to be extremely grateful to the 
Government. The electors will prob
ably terminate the useless broiling by 
extinguishing them. Every well-wish
ing Conservative must sincerely hope 
so

at the foe, did nothing, in short, fore be judged accurately by the lawn , ■ , , . , ,, ° , ,
* • l n. T • i » . ., . which resembled the recorded perwmch fhe legislature is asked to put l „__ _ _ ^ , 1

on the statute books. If that legisla- j 
tion be eonceived in public spirit, a
dressed to the remedy of grievances, 
the ht tiennent of conditions, the pro
motion of the general good, then the 
policy of the government must he 
pronounced good, aside altogether 
from whether or not laws are weil en
forced lifter they are passed. The bills 
proposed reflect the intention at th * 
government and in them may be dis
cerned whether the intention is pro
per or otherwise.

Legislation may be roughly divid.sf 
into tw classes; that providing i 
the prüfcrvation of peace and order 
in the ^ountry, -and that providing :'i r 
the iiâàhi

lormances of Horatius in tlie lea ;t. 
More, he fell in with the proposal of 
the Government and said the railways 
could come if they wanted to for a*I 
he intended to do. Politically and 
every other way this course was no 
doubt wiser, but it was not Horaiius- 
like.

The fault need not be hastily charg
ed against the leader, however. Hr 
no doubt went as far os he considered

A SHORT CAMPAIGN.
The campaign is to be short. This 

is well.- Long campaigns are neither 
publicly desirable nor necessary. An 
election contest is a kind of necessary 
evil to the business world, to be borne 
with what patience may iw. but to 
be dreaded none the less. Nor is 
without social results of unhappy and 
undesirable character. And tire long
er a campaign lasts, the more absorb
ed people become in tihe contest, t.'.v 
more acrimonious the discussion be
comes, the greater the disturbance to 
the business and industrial interests 
and the broader and worse the socl..l 
consequences. Nor is a protracted 
struggle necessary. The electors of the 
province are abreast of the political 
situation. By tho newspaper, the 

tt ,, ., , , telegraph, the mail and the telephone,
proper. He had attended a conven- they are constantly in touch with the

both in law and administration the 
fart should be kept steadily in view 
that franchises are the property of 
the puolic; that the owners should 
not be prevented using them if th-y 
so desire by the creation of private 
interests in respect of 'them; and 
that where such franchises had cl- 
ready- passed out of the hands of the 
public they should be recovered if 
possible. In a word, it was get down 
as a principle of the party to which 
the Government belongs that mon
opolies were not to he created by law, 
and that where they existed they 
should- b? broken up if possible, by 
the recovery of the privileges under 
and by means of which they existed 

How have the Government observed 
this principle? Have they created 
monopoliesi or favored their creation, 
or have their sympathies been con
sistently with the public? Have they 
none anything to return to the public 
franchises which had already passed 
out of their hands? What has been 
the character and trend ol the Gov-

that the corporations have frankly - d- 
mitted the justice of the taxes and 
paid them without protest.

At tire same time every facility has 
been given to municipalities to exer
cise their local franchises where tb-;y 
have desired to do so. Nowhere, prob
ably, on the continent has municipal 
ownership become more common ns 
tne means of- operating public servies 
utilities than in Alberta. This phase 
of our development has met stead
fast sympathy and support irom the 
Government, and cities asking f$r 
powers necessary to utilize franchises 
on their own account, have not asked 
in vain.

This clause of the platform the Gov
ernment way well quote ns one of the 
conspicuous features oi their policy. 
Not only have monopolies not been 
created by the sacrifice oi publie 
franchises ; a monopoly in fact, found
ed largely on the possession of fran
chises has been broken up arid the 
privileges rc-securçd to the people ; 
corporations operating under fran
chises have been made to pay their 
fair share of governmental expenses, 
and municipalities have been given 
the power to undertake enterprises on 
the public account when they asked 
ior power to do so.

SHOULD MEET AGAIN.
Clearly there -must be another ses

sion of the Red Deer convention if 
peace, to say nothing of harmony, is 
to be preserved, until the campaign 

Plastic and elastic as

tion since he announced the coming 
histrionic stunt. There he gathered 
wisdom in copious quantities. Among 
other things he learned that the can, 
verition did not approve oi the Hor
atius business and that the machine

private parties or to companies?
No public bill has passed the legis

lature of Alberta whose avowed pur
pose or real outcome was the creation 
of a monopoly. More than one hun
dred private acts have been passed 
by the legislature, yet none of them 
created a monopoly for corporate < r 
private interest, or handed over a 
franchise to a company or an indi
vidual upon which a monopoly may 
be founded.

This is a record of whjch any Gov
ernment might well claim a measure 
of credit. Alberta, began business as 
a virgin field for industrial and com
mercial development. Her legisla
ture was amply endowed with author- 

, , ->iy to grant privileges, concessions,
s oi political tuought and ; favors, for the exclusive benefit <f 

movement They do not need two ei | parties asking for them. That such 
three months m which to post up or favoi.s wt,re asked no man who under.
be posted. They are ready to cast n- 
telligent votes today on t-he question 
of maintaining the Rutherford Gov

All
er requirements -of goo 1 , . ,. , -------government. - , .element was looking for an opportun ernment or of replacing them

The Inter laws relate to the pub- • w th

He amfcare by way of restrictions, j ]at>er Lthwlh °'but. worn prevented arrapgen*^ | they owned when the Rutherford gov-

stands human nature' .and knows any
thing of the resources and future if 
the province needs be told. They 
were asked in vain. The- people ci

They retrain individual liberty where 
that thiÿatens to transgress the rights 
of otheil, provide for the punishment 
of criminals, for the appointment oi 
judges nand , the establishment* of

.. ^ . 4J
by the untimély intervention oi the

tin delay necessary is sufficient time f Alberta own today every franchise

and property, for the preservation ■**
the public interests from encroach- u- ,— , , . . (.pointing his expectant auditorsment by private or corporate greed,*thp pnt- wh(nll
and generally laws which are a*'tern 
to evil doers.”

But a community may be thorough 
ly peaceable and orderly and still not 
be well governed. The Sahara liai 
usually profound peace 
order, but it is governed 
Peace and order are maintained in th 
cities of Russia, but by the knout and 
bayonet, implements not associated 
with good government.. Government, < 
are expected to be fnore than negative 
forces, preserving the peace and do 
ing nothing more ; they are also ex 
pected’ io remedy disabilities, remove 
handicaps, undertake projects for th - 
general welfare of the country, arid 
work On positive and aggressive lirt.-s 
for the-betterment of the conditions oi 
life.

Measured by these standards the 
policy, of the Rutherford government 
has been excellent.

Ample legal provision has beer- 
made for the jyesei vation of law and 
order, fOr the protection of property: 
for the establisliraeijt of courts and

elections. This left Mr. Robertson 
still in the leadership. Presumably 
he considered it his duty to voice the 
views of the party rather than his 
Own, even at tlie expense of disap-

To

for the holding of polls The;
, , . Government have wisely decided that I
-aws relating to improperly vonductcl ,he campaign shall take plage dur-1

Robertson’s scalp and regulated Mi 
Hiedcrt out of the party we must 
therefore lay the blame for our dis
appointment. Only sympathy is due

the slack season preceding the open
ing of spring and shall fee brief .1 
that.

There is a special reason for nr 
early appeal to the country at this 
time. The Government recently laid 
before the legislature the most import
ant project yet originating with them 
—the proposal to guarantee the bonds 
of railway companies for lines built 
within the province. It is fit and

eminent came into power. Trade and 
enterprise is nil fettered and unbarred 
by monopoly /breeding concessions 
from the legislature. While all credit 
is due tlie members of that bady for 
steady and sifleefe regard for the puli 
lie as against private interests, the 
Government arc also to be credited 
with Laving refrained from the cre-

ànd unbrok"»'■ t° ^ i ^ ^ ^ troubk<iBroper that the people should have à
and unbroh.,1 too, and would be quite justified now chance to pronouns on th-'s imno-
iby tyranny | the legislative duties are ended, iv ‘ ant question. It is true that the Ll 

chucking , he ,11-fitung crown overboard sure was not strenuously opposed H 
leaving the corporat.on^aossed ma- the House. But by the" appearances 
chine to its fate, ana openly avowine

A NATIONAL MEMORIAL.
The Canadian club, of Halifax, his 

issued an attractive brochure appeal
ing ior subscriptions in aid of the

, wf- - ------- ------- . erection of a tower to commemorate
tlie appointment of judges and offie jthe ‘‘birth of British parliamentary 
era oi the law, fot the punisnment .-f ■ government within the limits of Great-

his admiration and anproval of a 
Government against which be has not 
in four sessions been able to find suf
ficient ground on which to railv hit- 
followers in presentable array. What
ever may have been bis shortcomings 
as a -leader lie owes nothing to th. 
conspirators, ’fhey have been toler
ating him because they could not 
help themselves, and had the delicacy 
to tell him so.

offenders, for thef regulation of 
liquor traffic.

But _the Governnient have not stop 
ped here. A great number of act- 
have been passed of positive char
acter, looking-to the. betterment i 
cdndi^biis and the undertaking of 
government enterprise ior the general 
good. i

A mechanics’ lien act, an eight- 
hour hank-to-bank law, a compeii.-u 
tion 
more

er Britain.” On October 2nd, 1758, 
the first legislature oi Nova Scotia 
met—the first representative legislat
ing body in the “Dominions beyond 
the seas.” How far back that date 
lies in history is realized when it is 

I recalled that neither Canada, as it ir 
known today, Australia, New Zealand, 
Cape Colony or India had then be
come part oi the British empire. To
commemorate this notable gathering a 

ke:, were passed for securing tablet was erected last year' in thi 
Satisfactory conditions of lit. province building at Halilax. The 

to thé-, wage-earners of the province. | uiitinction which attaches to Cana la 
The public works department was as the cradle of responsible colonial

government is well worthy oi public 
recogpition and the appeal for funds 
to this end should meet a wide an 1 
hearty response.

this was due to default and not inten * 
tion. The Opposition convention at 
Red Deer was cajoled into adopting 
a straight C. P. R. -resolution. Ill. 
leader promised to move amendments 
in the House in accord with this reso
lution when tlie Government’s pro 
posai was under consideration. Hi 
diid hot do so, presumably through a 
slip of memory. So far as the Op 
position are bound ait all they are 
bound by the Red Deer resolution, 
and the Red Deer resolution -means 
that the guarantee may be given on-y 
on terms which would not be accepted 
It is by no Ineans an assured thing, 
therefore, that the Opposition would 
carry out the policy of the Govern
ment if placed in power. The matter 
is now before tlie people. Their credit 
has not yet been parted With. Work 
on the lines has not yet begun. They 
have the chance oi saying before it 
is too late whether they want i -.e 
roads built on the bond guarantee 
condition or not. If they approve 
the project it i» in the general inter
est that the approval be given early, 
that no time be lost in beginning the 
work when spring opens.

trthorfced to construct roads, bail I 
bridge», erect public buildings os 
needeff. ■ The department of agricul
ture was empowered to promote th? 
interests of the farming community in 
a hundred ways. Measures for th : 
improvement of the means of educa
tion wtwe enacted. The attorney gen
eral was amply clothed with author
ity to enforce and uphold law

CUMBERERS OF THE GROUND
An Opposition paper brings out the 

time-honored theory that an early 
appeal, to the people bespeaks the 

Cor j Government’s fear of what the elect 
porations formerly untaxed were made ora will do to them, and their desire 
to contribute to the public funds. In ! to cut the time for criticism as short 
vestigations were authorized at thi ; as possible. Well, the Opposition and 
Government’s request where improper, their press have had nearly four 
-ondiiions of trade'seemed to be work-'years in which to criticize the Gov 
„ag hardship ori the public. "The ere- ‘ ernment and if they have not been 
ait ion df a provincial telephone sys- able to My what they Wanted to ay 
ten was authorized on their recom- in that time there is small chance

PUBLIC FRANCHISES PROTECTED 
AND RECOVERED.

Clause 4 of the platform adopted 
by the Liberal convention at Calgary 
in August, 1905, deals with the “çun- 
“trol of provincial franchises.” It 
reads :—

4—Resolved that in all provincial 
legislation and administration the 
desirability of retaining or acquiring 
control oi all provincial franchises 
should be kept steadily in view and 
that while business enterprise 
should be recognized and promoted 
in every legitimate way, neverthe
less no laws should be passed <r 
acts done' which would shackle the 
freedom of the people in respect 
thereto.
In tlie domain oi politics there is 

today no more general or vital ques
tion than that touched upon by this 
resolution—the relationship of Iran

's- over, jriustic and elastic as the 
drnment’s influence in the legislature)platform is, it is not flexible enough 
in respect of granting franchises to'ta accommodate the prophets under

the exigencies which keep cropping 
up. Already there have been depar
tures from it and amendments to it 
not sanctioned by the delegates. For 
instance, the leader himself neglected 
to move in the House for the attach
ment of the conditions on which the 
convention agreed to the policy c i 
railway bond guarantee. Then th- 
Edmonton Journal and the Calgary 
Herald are preaching a crusade 
against the construction of roads, 
bridges and public buildings. Tin; 
former was at least a variation from 
tlie explicit program of the conven
tion, and the latter seems to be al
together a novelty. At least none of 
the reports intimated that the dele
gates disapprorved the construction 
of roads, the buildiing of bridges, the 
erection of needed public buildings; 
nor that they even objected to the cost 
(X permanent works b?ing scattered 
over a period en years as is done in 
'ipuiiicipal affairs and iii private busi
ness-everywhere. This, however, m n* 
have*-been an oversight on their part. 
Perhaps they intended to have done 
this but forgot. In any event it is 
desiràble to have such matters in 
the platform, otherwise the party does 
not get the full credit for them. The 
offence of the leader, too, that is 
surely not to bo let go without casti
gation. The convention should i-e, 
convene or goodness knows what may 
bo imported into the program or drop- 

ation oi monopolies/ and for 'having *l0m jt *5e^ore polling day comes 
steadily exerted their influencé in a on*’' 
the House for the preservation of the 
rights of the people and the freedom 
of industry, enterprise and commerc.-.

One very valuable franchise which 
in reality has passed from the public 
possession lias been recovered and is 
now exercised by the public and on 
their behalf. The Bell Telephone 
company, when the Government cam? 
into power, owned practically all the 
long distance lines and most of the 
local exchanges in Alberta. What
ever may have been their^tatus in 
law there wafc no doubt about jt :n 
iact. They were the masters of he 
situation. Their position was forti
fied by the possession of lines and ex
changes, and in many instances by 
the holding of local franchises.
These have been recovered for the 
public. Nor were they recovered uy 
bribing the possessors to let go tf 
them: The Government began build
ing te.ephone lines on their own *ic- 
count—rather on the public ac
count. This put the Bell company in 
the position of having to sell out or 
compete with a systSm run for the ac
commodation of the public arid at no 
higher charges than necessary. The 
company concluded speedily that they 
would not be satisfied with the profits 
drawn from such competition and sold 
out to the Government at a very fail- 
valuation. To the public belong the 
telephone franchise and the telephone 
lines of the province, thanks to the 
Rutherford Government.

Franchise-holding corporations pre
viously paying no taxes to the sup
port of public institutions have been 
taxed by legislation proposed by the 
Government. Under these meaeurus 
the railways c-f the province paid last 
year some $80,00» into the ,, public 
treasury ; while loan companies anti

AT THE OLD GAME.

The Calgary Herald seems to be 
rich in mathematicians—of a kind. 
One of them figures out On the front 
page tliat the redistribution bill gives 
19 constituencies to the “south,” qnd 
21 to the “north.” Another, on the 
editorial page discovers that 19 and 
21 only make 40, and as there are 41 
ridings, he goes his fellow three bet
ter and declares the “north” gets ‘.3. 
seats and the “south” 19. There be
ing a difference between the gentle
men, and the difference getting worse 
a»j they go on, it is to be expected 
that the Herald will produce some 
really remarkable sums in nonsensical 
progression before polling day comes 
around.

Leaving thorn to reconcile their dif
ferences as best they can, however, 
and relying on the future for the fruit 
of their labors, it may be well to 
enumerate the constituencies “north” 
and “south” as the Herald has been 
in the habit of construing these terms. 
Red Deer has heretofore been the 
median line insisted on by the Herald 
as the proper and natural division 
between these imaginary and sup
posedly antagonistic divisions of the 
province. With that line the Bulle
tin has found occasion to disagree, 
but letting that pass, let us see how 
many ridings lie north and how many 
south of the constituency of Red 
Deer.

Those shown on the map as lying 
almost or wholly north are : Peace 
River, Athabasca, Pembina, Pakan. 
Lake Ste. Anne, Stony Plain, 8t. Al
bert. «Edmonton (2), St-rathcona, Vic
toria, Vegre ville, Vermillion, Alex 
andra, Eeduc, Wetaslriwin, Ponoka 
Laoombe, OmriiYise—20. 

other monetary institutions contribut-j Those lying wholly or almost whol- 
ed their share also toward the ex-‘ty south are: Rocky -Mountains, In- 
penses of the management of public nisfail, Olds, Didsbury, Banff, Gleich- 
aflairs. The justice of this cannot be en, Calgary (2), Okotoks, High River,
assailed. It is not an instance of un 
reasoning hostility to those con
cerns. They benefit by the adminis 
tration of public affairs, by the pres
ervation of law and order, by the gen
eral development induced by govern
ment enterprise, end it is in every 
way proper and just that they should 
help support the machinery necessary 
to this end. It is due to them to j ay

Nanton, Clai-esholm, Piricliiy Creek 
Macleod, Lethbridge, Lethbridge city 
Oardston, Stettler, Sedgewiek, Medi 
cine Hat—20.

Red Deér, being the central riding, 
according to the Herald’s calculations, 
is left out of these lists.

From this - the reader may discern 
precisely how much ground there is 
for the Herald’s attempt to raise the

PREMIER TO THE PEOPLE
To the Electors of Alberts/:—

Gentlemen—The First Legislative Assembly of the Province of 
Alberta has brought its labors to a close by the enactment of a 
measure for an increase in the numbers of the representatives of 
the people. On March 22nd next it will be your duty to elect mem
bers oi the enlarged Assembly. At that election the Government over 
which I have the honour to preside, the Government which you 
confirmed in office in 1905, asks far your verdict on its work.

The-following are a few oi the subjects to. which the Govern
ment pledges itself to give its best energies if it is returned to 
powet ;—

I.—RAILWAYS.
The past Session has produced 

starting point for the future action 
the object of the Government to 
every part of the Province no,v nee 
those facilities as the need. increa.- 
in a form that will insure rap'd bn;

» ~ safeguarding the financial interests 
anteeing the bonds of the lines built, 
cured by mortgages on the lines.

legislation which is the 
oi the Government. It is 
secure railway facilities foi
ling them and to increase 
es. It purposes to do this 
iding of tihe roads while 
oi the Province, by guar- 
such guarantee being se-

t,

2.—TELEPHONES. ,
The whole Province is al eady feeling the good effects of 

the bargain made with the Boll Telephone company.. Already 
the work of extending the old lines in many directions has been 
commenced. It will be the aim of the Government to con
tinue that extension with the greatest possible celerity,
The past record of the Government and the programme sketched 

above form the -platform upon which I stand confidently to ap
peal to you for your renewed support.

My colleagues in -the work oi administration were chosen with 
a single eye to efficiency. They were men you trusted then and 
■for four years they have shown that ability and integrity, which 
merits your further confidence; throughout every branch of the 
service the public good has been the one and only watchword.

Session after session the utmost vigor of capable mind? has 
been centred on the work of legislation. Among the measures paseed 
initiated- by the Government, for which I accept the full responsi
bility, ni a y be mentioned the following:—

Mechanics’ Lien Act.
Land Titles Act.
Supreme and District Courts Ai 
Taxation of Corporations Act.
Railway Taxation Act.
The Coal Mines Eight Hoi/rs’
Workmen’s Compensation A)ct.
Railway Act.
Local Improvement Districts and Village Acts,
Liquor License Ordinance Amendments Act.
Public Health Act.
Neglected Children’s Act.
Election Act.
Redistribution Act.

These are only the more conspicuous items of the body of leg
islation which has been submitted to the First Legislative Assembly 
by the Government. I doubt whether any Government could point 
to such: a monument of its industry and public spirit.

In administration, as in legislation, the aim of the Government 
has been efficiency and progress. Its record pledges it to a con
tinuation of tiie work. In Educational matters it can point to the 
school ply-as and school houses which are continually springing 
into existence, and to the free school readers which have earned for 
Albertan schools the envy of the older Provinces.

Agriculturalists have ample reason to speak well of the Gov- 
ërnmeni=and are voicing their approval. The Creameries of Alberta 
are willing markets at home and across the ocean. The strict en
forcement oi The Prairie Fires Ordinance and The Noxious Weeds 
Act havh saved thousands of dollars to the farmers of the Province. 
Scientific research in matters of Agriculture' has ' been placed at 
their service.

The- administration of The Public Works Department has been 
of enormous value to our virgin land. In all directions roads, 
bridges- an-i ferries have opened up the way to the farmer, lumber
man ant} the miner. The construction and repair of roads, bridges 
and colonization roads has to a very large extent absorbed the 
nttentieffi of the Department, and. inasmuch as the government fully 
realized.'tha't this was the most important and most pressing work to 
be done- by any Department of the Government, the amounts voted 
yearly towards this object have formed much the largest item of 
the Provincial expenditure. The Government are satisfied that the- 
maximdm of value was got for every dollar, spent and have every 
reason to point with pride -to the really excellent work done by the 
Public -Works Department upon road and (bridge construction. The 
public buildings, oi which the Province was so sorely in heed, are 
proceeding apace.

The peace and good order of the land continues to be the care 
of the Royal North-West Mounted Police, whose magnificent organ
ization has been and will be still at the service of the Province, 
The Department of the Attorney-General, besides having the chief 
care of the legislation, has provided the Province with a system of 
rural justice which inspires confidence in every quarter.

The Revenues of the Province are known to you from the Public 
Accounts. The expenditures also are before you. The Treasury De
partment, over which I have the honor to preside, has had as its 
aim, accuracy and simplicity. Expenditure has increased and must 
increase with the growth of the Province, but with that growth, 
too, there has come and will come increase of revenue from the Do
minion, from taxes on corporations, from fees and other sources. 
The -Act to Supplement the Revenues of the Crown, the Act Re
specting Taxation of Land for Educational Purposes, and the Act 
Respecting the Taxation oi Corporations have all -been instruments 
in raising an ever-increasing revenue without touching the ordin
ary citizen. The Conference at Ottawa with the Dominion Govern
ment and the ptiier Provincial Governments on the question of 
Subsidies resulted in a large increase of the Dominion grant. That 
grant "Will go on increasing with our population. The money spent 
lias in reality been invested. What better investment- than education 
could be found for the $820,440 so spent? Than the roads, bridges, 
ferries and public buildings of the Province for the $3,339,192 which 
they have accounted for? And so with the rest.

The Railway Policy, which I have eeen through its first stages 
in the Session just closed, was the result oi serious thought and 
conviction. It had become apparent that unless the Government 
intervened it might be many years before railways would feel them
selves sufficiently strong to essay unassisted the work of develop
ment. In the meantime the settlers who were already turning 
the prairies to fruitful fields, would be hampered in their work, 
and it would be impossible to attract new inhabitants for lands 
further- from the main line. The Government is pledged -to see that 
wherever lines are required for the development of the vast resources 
of the Province, there they shall go. It is not only pledged to that 
policy 'but it has made it practicable and secured its commence
ment by the promise of a guarantee of the bonds of companies 
building lines which -will enable those companies to finance them. 
Already almost you can hear the construction gangs at work. But 
that work can only he proceeded witit if the policy which the Gov
ernment has elaborated is secured.

It "is now three and a half years since you accepted my promise 
to den-all that in me lay for the welfare of the Province of Alberta. 
I appeal to your justice whether I have or have not fulfilled that 
promise. If you now renew your acceptance of myself and my col
leagues as the custodians of your public affairs, you may rest as
sured that those affairs will be my sole consideration and care in 
a further term of office.

A. C. RUTHERFORD.

cry of “north” agtoimit “south” and 
to divi-de .the people of the Province 
into two hostile camps, each fighting 
for possession of the public funds 
and not more for the special and dis
proportionate advancement of its own 
district than to cripple and handicap 
the supposedly hostile territory. He 
may also be able to detect the strength 
of the Herald’s allegiance to the 
truth, when an opportunity is needed

to incite, the people of its city and 
district against those oi another por
tion of the Province.

Socialist Leader Dangerously III.
Berlin, March 1.—Herr Rebel, the 

Socialist leader in the Reichstag, 
who has beenill for some time with 
a disease of the kidneys, is announced 
to be dangerously ill. He has had 
to forego participation in the coun
cils of the Socialist party.

THE

The railway policy oi the 
ford government,1 givrne rail/ 
velopment in the north of the i 
and railway competition in tji 
entirely" changed. The gridir 
the' eastern papers and b?fo 
will result in the greatest ac 
ment that Alberta has vet r 
In tho untold resources of tin 
as vet unopened to commerce, 
vast, wheat products1 of the sc 
yet awaiting transportaioh,! 
has wealth which places lie/- 
front rank of the richest proyi 
the Dominion. All she has 
m the past was tile means ok 
those vast, grain yields and r 
mineral deposits to the mar 
the world.
- With the -assurance of railw 
struction. as the result of the 
fold bond guarantee, conditioi 
entirely changed. The bridiro 
the province with railways \vi 
that all parts will be put with 
reach of .transportation faciliti 
tints many sections now uncu 
will shortly .be turned into 
wheat fields.

Fiom the standpoint of Ed: 
people probably the most im 
railway line to he" built will 

. one to Fort McMurray. The 
of the Peace and the Athajbas 
err. are Edmonton’s great hope 
future and with the mineral 
of the Fort. MeMurrav district 
up and -the fertile valley of the 
tapped by another F ne to b> 
structed towards Fort Assinat 
a northwesterly direction who 
what will be " Edmonton’s fu 
the next twenty-five years.

Calgary in the pâst lias been 
as the one railway* city, but 
title will no longer ,be app 
With trunk lines oi the Canada 
thorn and the. Grand Trunk 
bringing the southern metropo! 
to their mains she will rapid 
and share with Edmonton the 
of being a great city of the vves 
bridge and Macleod will nls 
connection with those great 
entai systems and the vast and 
prairie of the south will soo 
transportation facilities undre: 
a year ago.

In all parts of the provint 
will be a healthy growth in ti 
and towns that are now in tl 
bryo stages». Vegieville, At 
Landing, MorinviUe, Camrose 
at on, Coleman, Cochrane and 
of others .will have a rapid 
consequent of the thousands 
tiers who will -flock to the-pro 
the -course of the next iev>- y. 

The total milefage of the" : 
guaranteed by the government 
■of which 175 miles must be 
year.

The new' railway lines as 
cot out jn tlie bill*.,passed. 1: 
by the legislature, are:—

The Railway to Fort McM 
A line from Edmonton to 1 

Murray by, wav of the north 
the Saskatchewan, northeaste 
point at or near, ihe west era 
la Biche, . thence to a point 
McMurray -and from a poin 
said lane at the west end o 
Biche to the eastern end 
There are also $400.000 guars 
terminals in Edmonton.

The provincial act of ineoi 
of the company passed this 
provides thnt the head offi 
principal workshops of the . 
shall be located in Edmont 
the main passenger depot a 
freight- sheds shall be loca 
more than one mile from the 
ton -post office.

. The -company agrees that a< 
tiona upon their railway th 
always permit the loading of 
cars from farmers’ vehicles 
Warehouses, subject to reason 
ulations to -be made by tlie e 

The construction work s 
oomineneed wif tin one yea 
proceed with the utmost disgj 
shall be completed within foi 

Upon each successive fift 
being completed the conipai 
provide accommodation for 
and passengers thereon and 
otherwise ordered by order in 
the line when put in operatic 
as far as practicable, be coi 
operated with n passenger am 
service.

The government shall have 
tion of purchasing the enfin 
taking of the company, inc 
rights,, franchises, powers, 
personal property connected 
railway at any time- for the 
value as a going concern, su 
howevmVmot to be r.ssivnat 
government.

The line; wall pass northe. 
monton through the Name 
hills, L’Amoreaux, New Lui 
ten burg and Sturgeon count 
anK these districts into cl 
with the markets of the wor 

Canadian Northern 
A line from a point on the 

Northern railway, at or net 
ion, in the province of Alb 
north westerly direction, to 
Whitford Lake, a. distance 
f-orty miles. Tins line wi! 
tinned southwest next yea 
the main line of the Canadi 
ern again at Brudevheim. 
fit ok. Andrew, etc., will 1 
-next year’s extension, while 
South Bend, Laheckê, Chau 
-Hill land other rich faimin: 
will profit

A line from a point betwc 
wile and the north bounds 
ship 61, on the Edmonton 
Lake railway (C. N. R.) in 
direction, a distance of 
Clyde, Halfway House ai 
■will be among those to bet 
new line.

A line from a -oint at 
Strathcona, in a general!? 
direction, via Calgary, to 
fluence of the Little Bow 
Rivers, thence in a soi 
direothfci to a point atior 
blüge, a distance of about 

Tins liue, according


