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We would oursetves take: at ‘the
present time twenty men if we eould
get them, and there are other firms
- town who are also looking foi
men.

Anything along this line that you
could do for; us will be appreciated.

Mr. Boyce—What is the date of
thag?

Mr... Oliver—0Octaber . 4,..1905. .. The
se¢retary-treasurer oi the Dominion
Textile Company,iLimited, ;Montreal,
on:October .3, 1905, sWrote :—

We will cdhsider it a great favor if
vou will be kind enough to adwise Mr.
Walker, also any of your other.agents
i ‘Great Britain, that our ‘eompany. is
dezirous of obtaining weavérs or any
other good cottomr mill help to work
in our factories in this ecuntry. Wo
have thirteen mills in operation, and
at the present time could give em-
pldyment to several hundred good
mijl handz if we could secure them.

We have a letter from the Meaford
board of trade, dated October 2, 1905
as ‘follows :—

E am instrueted by the president ei
the Méatord boatd of tFfada fo wiit
» owr explaiving the position of mattess
heve- with regard to.unskilled 'ab r 1
the hope that you might be able 1
help s

In addition to *wo tanneries, a o
dry, canpning faciorg-and two sash cmed
door factories we hwve a large furni-
ture faetbry, empldying 60 to 70 skil-
ledbhands sind sbiie-15 to:20 mnski'lzd
hanils could they be get, the Seame=n-
Kent company,who manufacture haxd-
woed flooring ‘and “deal 'quite exten-
sively in lumbeér, transhipping through
hewe from vessels. Then there is an
otieer large factorg .meprly g;{,mple_{.yd
whiich will manufactiiré whieelbarrow:
an@ will be able to employ 20 or more
ungkilled hands at least. : The three
last mentioned coneerns are now .an<
expect & be short of hands, both
skilled and wnskitled, and it eccurred
to us that possibly. if we acquainted
you with the position of matters her
yoa might be able to steer some of the
immigrants who desire to locate in
towns in preferenc: to taking up farm
ing this way and so help both us and
them.

In addition to the factories, the
grain elevater, at the harbor, 750,000
bushels capacity, is short of shovel*
lers. Pay there is 20 cents dn hour.
I believe work could bé got hére froot
now till mnavigatien closes. Worw
for at least 30 hands-cotlld be given in
angl around the factories 4ll winter,
and ‘w-addition the Setmren-Kent ¢om-
pany.will require to send men. fo the
bush “in connection with - their saw-
milE ™ 8 ¢

f you:fhink you could make use’ o:
thfs inforpration 6. our mutual °
viptage we wotld bewell repaid.- Eaeh
of fthe factories could ttake on a mum-
bef of boys fifom 15 to 18 years of ag:
angl train themr. There is no st
ula L3 22 Tt
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or Organizations . Protest,

But there were othér deniands for
laBour. In 1904. the labour orgdnizad
tigne- made  -strong
against the importation of skilled la-
mér, and this brought forth resolu-
tigns .irom the county councils and
other. organizations-.of .many  Ontario
cobnties.  Here is a petition from the
county of Halton, Ont., dated Janu-
ary, 1904:—

The undersigned petitioners, having
read the represéntations made to you
as minister of th@ intérior by repre-
sentatives ' of Jlabor organizations on
Janmary 4, 1904, in the city of Toron-
to, to’ the effect that more méchanics
and farm laborers are not wanted in
this. coantry, we the county council
of thie. county of Halton, wish to em-
phatically protest against this most
unwarranted statement knowing as we
do tliat exdetly the veverse is the case
Huntireds of unfinishd buildings and
thousands of buildings projected have
not Heen started that would have béen
indedd, almost unprocuradle. T'.is
buif® ander favorable  conditions . of
the Jabor market, which testifies’ to
the gfidoubted fact that there has bée
throgghout the ' province of Ontaria
duripg the past eigsoh an exirao¥din-
ary Scarcity of mechanics. And evéyy
farmigpioin. -Canada. will testify that
f:\mig&'bdt,]‘;af beenr-eXtremely &carce,
inde linost unprogurablg, This is
1:1|'gq—. dﬁ& fo two cifeunistanees:
First;Aie- unprecedented. number. o
people «Tfo Taye moved to. the Nort
yest «during feeent years
the fact that "large “mumbersd have
drifted into -the _cities, ~where they
haver no difficulty in procuring em-
ploymeng at high wages.

Yonr: petiffoners. would

therefoie |

am Pio‘pl‘ Out
Miflion People In—<Cockshutt

(Sneech by Hom: F. Oliver, comclird-
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will be paid provided the

[ Bonusss
! Z%lﬂﬁ?s f the’ déPartmient are

compliéd ‘with,  tipont titlete to Céan-
dda_sold to British subjeets, whose
cccupation in the Unitéd Ripgdom has
been for at least one yeat, one of the
following, ‘namely: Farm®re, farm
aporers, garderers, stablemen, ecart-
TS, railway ‘surface men, navyies or
mners,” who have” signified their in-
ention of - folowing farming or rail-
vay construction work in Canada; and
emale domestic servants,

The banus will be 6n¢ pound gn eazh
Jerson of prederiped * ¢lass, efghteéen
sears of age or over, andten shillings
Jn those befween one and eighteen
Jgars of age. No bonus on infants,
totwists, rdturging. Canadians, pre
ajd tickets ok ‘Persons of other. oc-
fupation than one of the above nam-
'd, or on persons mentally or physic-
ily unfit,

This was supplémented by a cirét-
ar sent.to the booking agénts, and I
hall tdke the liberty of reading one
i two cladses S0 ds to set éut more
:learly the policy of the governmient,
n order. that the government may b:
"ud_gmd, not on the policy aséribed to
t, but on its actual policy. The book-
ug:agents-are the people upon whom
ve-depend ior the spread of informa-
ion which we desire to get béfore the
ritish people. " They are Ncénsed to
il transportation under the laws o;
ireat Britain they receiyg a comumis
sion N the trasgpwfation  ¢dm
Janiéy foriwhoin they sel tickéts, and
« was theught that-by adding fe" that
‘ommission on the tickets sold to
J#nady, we would thereby enlizt thei
‘ctive assistance.” But whilée we were
zlad to enligt their sérvieek, we were

careful t6 enlist them only on
Lachalf of the class of people we con-
Jddered Wete required” in  this coun-
ry. Besides we went beyond that
uxd explained to them why wWe took
hat position. We said:—

The classes of people on whom bon
15 is paid by' the Camadian govern-
rent are expected, by 1eason of their
xperience at home, to find scope for
heir abilities in the occupation ol
he vacant lands.of Canada, in em-
loyntent upon the lands now occu-
vied and cultivated, or in the railway
levelopment now in progress. An:d
vhile it ig not asserted .that peopl:
i other,callings or conditipns of life
hould Hot“come to Canada, or may
1wt find a caréer open to them in th
ountry, it is deésired to hg@vé it well
inderstood . that the governmeént  cof
Canada asSumes no responfibility with
espect to any ethter imimigration than
“hif 67 The eTHEses Wentioned ds' elig-
ble for bonus payment.- It is not as-
crged that lb.'e‘gg'r‘ip.e‘_g or farm laborer

s necessarily o more desirablé’ ¢itizen

ban; any: otgr bjg it is @ simple
a’ct’ iha?ﬁhe erﬁi‘l’f n Catthdaris for
y&opIe to otenyy “the as“ yet~vaecatt
ands of the courtry; to aid ifi the cuk
ivation. of those already occupied, :m'g
to_aseiat in, provigipg addition:

':.I)F;}bf?‘ﬂcgn facilities.” Thig it is
~vhich justifies ithe government in as-
ayping - the expense of immigration
ffort. To go beyond the attempt t§
pvéet these  requiréemeénts would be 6
1se.-tHe money of é&&ftain classes of
Janadian taxpayers for the purpose of
ecuring comrpetifors against them in
heir several etallings, for which they
sould naturally held .the .government
0 account.

Stringent Stioulationis.

Besides pointing out to the booking
{gents why “we do not. pay bonuses
m others than the classes mentioned,
ve placed before them the provisions
) the Impigration act of 1906 passed
or the purpose of promoting immi-
gration irom the - British Isles. We
lid this because we believed that if
ve are fo get the approval of the
y2ople, we must use every effort to
teep out undesirable people. There-
ore at the same time that we increas-
«l the Britis, bonus.from seven shil-
ings to twenty shilliings per head, we
smacted anr Tmmdgration aet whi
ive us the power to execlude undesiy-
ible people, which we could not de
weviously, - W sa#id tor the “booking
jgents :—

It is igwiportang that thé provision
f the Canadian” Tinmigration act of
ast session, prohibiting the landing
n Canada of certain -classes of peo-
ple, should be carefully. studied (copy
werewith), so that the booking agent
witkyanderstand: thoroughly that for
s owd credit “and “the- advantage of
fis’ business he Mall not book peoplé
¥ thesg classes. ' They are Hable tc
v #eturmed 4o the. place from whié¢h

ship eompany,” Thi§ liability, éxist:

ior Ywo.. yeals . aiter their landing in

pray ‘that every possible. —encourage:|Canfida. =1t will be rotided ‘that the
ment-chould be given by your govern-| oflowing c¢lasses of people afe pro-
ment to induce farm laborers to eome |
to Ontario, knowing as we do that|icct to deportation within two yeéars:

profitable employment can be given to |

any nonfber-ef péople wlo can be in-
duced- to come hepe.
The Policy Adopted.

This petition was signed and sent
to the interior department by some
=ixty organizations—eounty = councils,
farmers’ institutes-and agricultural as-
sociatrenis of ome-#ind and anothér:
In responze to the statements thug -set
out, ir-response to the demtand of.the
agrietftdtal - comnrunity’ of the prév=

vbited - from. landing and are sub-
eeble minded, idiotic, insane, or who
have ‘heén insang Within fiye years,
afflicted with ~ any loathegome, con-
tagious: or infecfious disease; anyone
whe is a paupei, -who is destitute, who
is a profesiopal beggar or vagrant ol
who j& likely to become a public
ccharge, any- prostitute or persom who
lives“by the proceeds of prostitufion,
for  any convicted crimiNRL. Persons
who are deaf and dumb, bl or in-
firin ‘miay-be admitted if aCcomipanied

ince of Ontario, in thé ‘résponse “#0'¢hy mtmbers of the family who will

demands made in parliament, not only
by sy .-hon. friend (Mr.. Cockshutt),
but by other members in their places;
the Dominion government did expand
its immigration ‘poliéy *‘m regdrd to
Great Britain with A view Q%My:
ing these demands. “But 4
point out that the immigratfon poliey
in regard to Great Britain with a view
of supplying these demands.. But I
want to point out that the immigra-

tion department did not accede to-the |

whole of the demand. I-Have no wish
to delay the House, put ¥ would ask
-our indalgence, Mr¥ Speaker, while
read an extraet' or two from theé
printed circulars. issued to -booki
pgents in
arch

be responsiole for their support and
sanfekeeping. - Unless so accompanied
tlrey are subject to deportation.

We. also dealt in thi scircular with
ciizes such as were mentioned. this afi.
Pernoon by my hon. friend the ledder
of the opposition (Mr. R, L. Borden),
when he stated. that a man who ad-
vertised himself in the old country as
\ goverpment agent was sending, out
people of - classes other -than thosze
wpon whom we were willing to pay a
‘benus. . In regard to that point, wt
Fhad this to.say:—

In the past it has been found. neces.

fsary om pecasion.tp discontinue busi-
ess relations with booking agencies

the United Kingdom onlior various reasons,:such as pgesenta,
90th, 1906, after it was intend={tion of improper claims, booking ai

&4 fo.carry- oh .an a@gréssive cam- undesirables, the special booking of

paign in Great Britain for the purpose

artisans under contract, and improper

Wantéd fo_ '_Trl\?ﬂﬂ English

}

i -
culties «of this- kind will-arise in fut-
ure; but @s the immigration: depart-
ment is ‘a patt ‘of the public busifess
Of Canadd, it i€ fiecessary that its
work and connections should be kept
clédr of ‘misunderstandings of every
Kimd.  Tht department would prefer
ot £o have rélations with any ageney
with which it might find iteélf at cross
putposes, and whose aé¢tions might
euaiegt it8 work fo misreprésentation.
The Péople Wantéd.

We haye this further to say with re-
gard to the Kind of péopté wanted in
Jig' country :—

It is not in the interest of the in-
dividual imn#figrant that he should re-
nove to Canada unléss there is rea-
sonfble prospeéct of his Success heré.
fhe arrival of any largé number ‘of
upmigrants 1n thig country' who 'are
unfitted for the conditions here, must
1ecessarily re-act against the contina-
ajon of the immigration movemeént.
M spite of the fact that his failure
to succeed is due to personal causes,
the wnsuceéssiul man will blame the
gountry, and complain to his friends
at hiome, thereby deterring them from
coming out; and the efforts o the im-
-wigration department will be  dis-
@edited with the people of: Canada
who wwill therefore withdraw their sup-
port,.from - those efforts,” The ‘men
wanteg in Canada are those whe will
lo well: here, who are recognized  in
the United Kingdom as being fit, but
twho are looking for the widér oppor-
unities of the new countiy, not to be
found- at home. The efforts of the
Canadian immigration department are
nof directed towards those who are
merely looking for a place where they
may live, but towards those who, while
hey are able to live under present
;onditions in the Unmited Kingdom arc
on the look out for an opportunity to
better their position in life.

The Contrast.

That is tné policy -of the immigra-
tion department today and that was
tg policy in 1906. I would like the
wuse to. contrast it with the policy
;uggested by Mr, Hall, the proprietor
f the employment  and imformation
yureau. »L: Brantford,: Ontario, as en-
lorsed by Mr. Cockshutt, mémber o
varliament, on_ the 9th May, 1905. I
wm sure'the House avill agree that I
iave reason to be pleased at the ad-
wesion of Mr. Cockshutt to our poliey
as expressed in his proposal placed
m the order paper.
Jistribution of Imnugrants.

Jut T want to point out to the House

hat .we not only have a definite pol-

but we have carried it out. And
ve have been carrying it out under
l:fficulties and opposition from people
right here in this, provinee of On-
ario. But, before I come to that, I
wish to read a. circular letler addres-
sed to steamship booking agents in
Great Britain and Ireland, advising
in regard to the destination of immi-
E_‘_’I}llllzi :

It is scarcely necessary to pumt out
o you'the desitability a8 far ag pos-
3ible ' of keeping these newly arrived
immigrants out-of the ‘cities and th~
inmigeatio Srgnch has appginted a
numiber of amp in the

ey,

foyment agén
various countriés of Ontarie in orde:
:hat you may send farm laborers, com-
ng to this province, direct to fhe lo-
cality whére their services are in de-
fmand, I immigrants are sent to-the
‘ities, it will be readily seear that the
ikelihood of their taking farm work
5" considerably: lessened, especially if
there is-any demard for tradesmen or
general laborers.. It is therefore in
the interest of the booking agent to
direét immigrants to our employment
agents. >
Manufacturers Urge Their Claims.

I wigh to place' béfore: the Housc
part of a resolution of one.of the most
mflrential filianeial and, I rhight say,
political, bpdies of this country, the
Canadian Manufacturers’ association.
This resolution was communicated to
us by Mr. G. M. Murray, secretary,
mder date May 28, 1907, Mr., Mur-
ray eays:

By diréction of -the executive coun-
cil of this association, I have the
honor, to inform you that, at their last
mesting, the following 1esoution 1d
garding the immigrati)n policy of the
Dominion governmeént , wias una. .-
usly adopted : y

I need not read the ‘““whereases.
The main part oi the resolution 1s as
foll( ws: 5

Resalved, that—the Béminion gov-
ernmgnt be respectfully urged Yo:en-
courage, througl, its present immigras
tion offieers, and by the.appointment
of ‘speeial . représentatives, for this
purpose, the immigration 1ot only: of
tarm- laborers but. alsé of skilled me-
chamtcs,wherg opportunities-aré known
io ex¥st, and thus. dssist in building
tup - our national industries,

i Manufacturers’ rmtﬁ'&l{a'fid'n Bureau.
. Under date’ of May 30, 1807, Mr.
EMurray wrote the department a letter
(in which the fellowing. appears:

' 1 have  been requesfed to .rémind
ivou that the gssociation opened an of-

they«came atdlie expense of the steam- ffice in London.in January last for the i

fexpress purpose. of engaging for its
members skilled help which they were
upabdle to procure in Canada., This be-
ing the case, we think it only reason-
able that, pending a change in the
government’s immigration policy
ialong the lines indicafed in our reso-
flutign, instructions should be .given
to the immigration agents, of the Can-
ladia@ government in. the United King-
‘dom _ to_refer. those -who -inguire  of
them a8 tb- the. chanees of. séeuring
workk in Canada at the various. trades
to $he London  offieg of ‘vur, associa-
tiont It will“be&~fotmd “at 15 Strand,
Longon, W;C.,. apd Mr. Louis Leo-
poldy whois in.charge, willcheerfully
plage at. the dispesal of swch appli-
can®s, all the information- in his- pos-
|ses4ion. y
Détaands Notf Complied With.
Iireply to this, the followig was
senfsto Mr. Murray, under date, June
16 : 4
¢ Ifireply to the resolution’ convéyed
in the letter of May 28, I Leg to n-
iclosé herewith copy of a »ireal ir tc
booking agénts in the British isles,
issued Nov. 15, 1906, iix which iz set
out’.fhe position at »n es:at taven ry
the Immigration department in 1egord
ito the matter. to -which you sliude, So
far as I can see there aie wany dif-
fieulties im the way of the ¢ ve nment

tion, and at the moment E am 1 natble
to give any assurance of x change in
the policy which is set out in e eir-
calar:ta boeking ageuts~to wh'ih |
have alluded. !

of supplying the requirements here: advertising. It is hoped that no diffi- Manufacturers Ship in Well.
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Llacceding t6 the terms of tae resciu-!

g Mr.‘_ Murray ‘‘came: back’” on June
{22. Speaking ‘of the :association and
. its “rewélution, he said:

They make théir réquest of the gov-
ernment in .order- that some means
Jnay be provided. whereby the ever-
increasing needs of our industrial es-
fablishments in the way of skilled
Iabor will be takén care of. I need
mof; point out t6 you that the country
s enjoying unprecedentéd prosperity
and our manufacturing establishments
have been greatly taxed to supply the
démands of the home market. If they
are to continue 1o retain thelr hold
on:this trade; they must be in a posi-
tion to' take eare of the orders:that
are turned in te them and they can-
not do this unless their supply of; lab-
or is greatly increased.’ The  depart-
ment: which . this association- has: es-
tablished for this purpose has ‘itself
gngaged and shipped to Canada in
four  months over two hundred artis-
ans and has.ordérs on filé for five hun-
dred more. Thig, our committee think,
should in its¢lf be sufficient evidence
of their absotute bona fides.

On July 1ith Mr. Murray was re-
plied to as lollows: ¢

In reply to your inguiry I weuld
say that the difficalty which we desire
to guard against is a possible caonges-
tion of indigent iiIymigrants in towns
and citiés which would result in.caus-
ing an outery against the policy which
it might be alleged preduced sueh eon-
gestion, It is in order to keep the
department clear from any _such
charge that we confine our efforts ab-
so'utely to. securing laborers for em
ployment on the land and on railway
construction work. This, however,
does mot apply to femaie domestic sei
vants.

We- had this further communication
from the Manufacturers’ association
dated June 25, 1906: :

[ beg to.inclose you herewith a reso
lution- passed by the executive coun-
cil of this association at its meeting
held on the 21st inst., having refer
ence to the importation of gkilled
workmen:

Yours faithfully,
(8gd.) J. F. M. STEWART,

: y Sear3tiry,
Demand for Skilled
Workmén Renewed. :

Resolvtion unanimously -passed by
tha executive council of the Canadian
Manufacturers’ association (incorpor-
ated), at its regular monthly meeting,
held in Toronto, June 21, 1906:

Resolved, that the executive counci!
of the QCanadian Manufacturers’
sociation seaffirm the resolution pas-
séd at the annual meeting of the Can
adian Manuiacturers’. association held
in Montreal, September 20, 21 and 22,
1904, having reierence to the importa-
tion of skilled workmen, as follows:

1-—That the Dominion départment of
labor as such should give equal con
sideration to ‘the needs of employer
and employee, that'its exclusive sys
tem of labor correspondents should be
abolished, and that it should, as fa
as possible, be constituted in policy
and practice, an impartial tribunal tc
advanéa the interests of all elasses ir
the. Domifsjon. 2

2—That' provision should be made
for . the. lawful, importation of skilled
mechanics from. any other . country,
provided that tire help required can
not be obtained in the PDominion.

3—That the immigfatian department
of. the Dominion government should
enrcourage and not discourage: the emi-
gration to Qanada of the hest classe:
of -skilled workmen from  other ‘toun
tries, provided that' these workmen
arve required -in Canadian industrie:
and cannot be sécuredin Canada.

And that a copy of this resolution
be forwarded to the members oi' the
government apd members of the house
of ecommons. \ 4
Governmenl’s Policy Adhered lo.

I wish to point 6tit to the house
that the instructions.to booking agent:
were not an empty form of words but
that they were carried out ip prac
tice, I have here a copy of a lette:
dated June 30, from Mr. D. Bruc:
Walker, government agent in Eng
land, which reads:

I have written again and again t
steamship booking agents, including
Myr. Bardwell, pointing out that they
ought to use the government employ
ment agents it Ontario for all per-
sons experienced or inexperienced whe
desire to go upon farms, and that,
under no ciréumstancees should they
ye.sent to any of the laige cities in
Ontario, and that, under no cireum
fstances, should mechanics or . othel
skilled tradesmen he sent to these
government .employment agents. I
ihave also pointed.out again and again
ithat Mr’ BardweH . and -others. that
imen intended for railway construe-
ition may safely be bhooked for the
isteamiship ports of Canada, but that
on every occasion they should posecss
ienough means to insure”their trans-
‘nortation to where the work is, and
fthat they should eonsult the govern-
mment agent at that port formsuch in-
‘'formation and other gemeral guid-

This point is emphasized. in
rour' own circular as well as in my
‘own, and I hope by constant repeti-
tion to bring conviction to the minds
of booking dgents as to what they
should do in these circumstances.
The Proof.

I have also a letter from the depart-
ment to Mr, Jas. S§. Waugh, C#nadian
fgovernment ‘employment agent at
iChatham, Ontario, ong of the agents
appointed throughout the provinece to
distribute farm labor, which reads:

1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 9th instant, and in
answer fo, your urgent request I im-
rmediately wired as follows:

“Department does not expect you
ito séciire émployment for immigrants
except at farm work.”

With further reference to this mat-
ter and to other items in your letter,
4§ bég to say that I had a number of
‘oomplaints from employment agents
that mechanics. of all sorts were being
bsent to them with the understanding
that the agents would seeure for them
employmént, at their reéspective trades,
In evety case where the matter has
been brought fo my attention I have
endéavéred to communicate with the
Hooking agent in the old country and
notify him that he must -not give
‘cards ‘of introduction to such men.
In this connection I would be glad to
have you send me any letters of in-
trodaetion you recéive in cases of this
sort,
a poxition to také the matter up and
to prevent further difficulty.

I am pleased to know that men are

«

as

taking to farm work and fhat some
who at first refusedit have gone back'
to vou to be placed on farms. Com-
mission will be allowed you on these
immigrants providing, of course, you
succeed in putting them on farms a
short timé after their arrival, but it
fwill snot -be . possible to- allow -you
commission on persons placed at other
occupations than' farm work and. do-
mestic Bervices, as the matter was
fully discussed and finally decided be-
fore offering any appointments.

If you are receiving numbers of men
who will not take farm work, the best
thing t6 do is to notify me at once
of the name of the organization send-
ing such men out. The central (un-
employed) body for London have sent
ont a good- many men who have been
aceustomed to general laborers’ work,
but imagine that very few of their im-
migrants will have had experience in
arm: work. Probably the majority
>f ‘inéxpérienced men vou receive will
be sent to you by a few sociefies cr
yrganizations similar to the above
mentioned.

Only Resnonsible for
Farmy L-borers.

Mr. W. D. Scott, superintendent of
immigration, writés to Messrs, E.
Evans & Co., Néw Cross Roads, Lon-
don, England, as follows:—

Mr, John Patterson, Canadian gov-
srnment. employment  agent, Toronto
JTunction, Ontdrio, has sent me your
rdvice form re, Mr. George Simimons
ind Mr. Fred Parrott, due to sail on
he 26th instant per steamship Sardin-
ian, «J ,observe these men are fitters
ind engineers and wish to obtain sim-
liar employment in Canada, and I am
sriting this letter to draw your at-
entien to the fact that Mr. Pattérson
s not respensible for obtaining em-
loyment at any other occupation than
arm work and he will .be obliged on
the ‘arrival -of these two. men to re-
use: assistance. 1 supposed that our
sircular : was sufficiently .explicit .to
nave prevented this, and I would ask
rou, to kindly note that in all future
bookings of mechanics or clerks of any
sort such immigrants must not be di-
ected: to one . of our employment
igents,

As these men do not sail until the
th instant I_think you will have
ime to notify them that they must
wt. expect Mr, Patterson to secure
or them employment at any rate.

Jommission Disallowed.

Here is another letter from Mr.Scott
m the same subiject:

I am in receipt of your favor of the
ind instant and regret that you are
lissatisfied on account of commission
being disallowed. on a mechanic plac-
*d by you. The department in car-
¥ing on its immigration propaganda
n the United Kingdom advocates the
'migration of farmers, farm ladorers,
lomestics and railway laborers only
ind lays particular stress upon .the
act. that any one coming out.with
he intention of engaging in mechani-
:al imdustries must .do .o entirely on
1is own responsibility and without
iy assistance from ‘the departmental
igents on .this side. - The baoking
wgents as a class understand that this
3 the attitude of the department,and
vhile there may be a few wha issue
ierds eof intreduetion-to persons other
than the specified classes, still the
mwmber acting in .suaeh marnner- is
small and when a case: such as the
ne you -mention is brought to the
ittention of the department the book-
ng agent is immediately notified to
liscontinue issuing such cards of in-
roduetion.

On November 28, 1906, Mr. Scott had
occasion to send the following letter
o oux.agent in England:

I beg to acknowledge the receipt in
'ue course of your letter of the 14th
instant, enclosing copies of = corres-
ondence between Captain Taylor, oi
“iverpool, and Mr. J. R. Ronald, of
Jdontreal, and stating that as there
\ppears to be a genuine demand for
veavers you have told Captain Tay-
or that there will be no objection to
1is ‘advertising for the men. Ithink
hat it would be well for you te hold
ntirely aloof from. any business of
his kind and to avoid expressing any
wpinion as to the probability of per-
ons in other callings obtaining em-
Jloyment and doing well in this coun-
ry, and that their coming heie, if
they do come; must be entirely their
wn effair.

Incouragement of Desired Classes;
Jiscouragement of Others,

I have 'tried to placa before u
Fouse clearly and distinetly that the
yolicy of this government in regard to
mmigration, while it was a policy of
wetive  encouragement of those who
veré especially desired, was a policy
f just as aetive discouragement of
those who. were not desired, and if
here is at this time in this country
¢ congestion of immigrants such as
s alleged in the resolution of Mr.
Tockshutf, the blame, if Hlame there
is, must be placed elsewhere than on
thre shoulders of the immigration de
partment. I have already redd to tho
House the action that is taken in the
vay of -bringing out immigrants by
that powerful organization the Can-
sdian Manufscturers’ association.. On
the other hand theére are in England
powerful organizations for the purpos®
of sending out those who have not
employment in that: country, organiz-
ations which are taking the suggestion
of our.friend Mr. Hall, recommended
by Mr. Cockshutt, that it is desirable
‘o empty the crowded temements of
Europe into the cities of Canada.
There are a number of these organiz-
ations, benévolent organizdtions _at
wotk. There are the Self-Help Em-
igration society, .the East End Emi-
gration cociety; the. Central Unem-
ployed Body. the Central Emigration
board, the British Women’s Emigra-
tion socrety, the €hurch Emigration
society, the Church Army and the Sal-
vation Armv. T hdvé read from the
circular to booking agents the policy
,of the department and I -think no-
|thing can be more distinet than that,
| however well we may wish te the phil-
| anthropic instinets of the men who are
‘ivngngm{ in these organizations, we do

Inot. recognize that what they assume | ;
placing

{to be their obligation is in any de-
|gree our obligation. That is to say,
| while we recognize .their charitable
{efforts in  trying to do well for the
people .of whom they have taken

| organization on our. part.
|with these peonle simply on onr mer-
its as prospective citizens oi Canada,

]:md if they come up to a

|

On receipt oi them I will be in |charge, we do not recognize any such | as
We deal | the riding twenty days to-day, and I

-

sufficient ‘
physical standard and if they (‘omel
with ‘good intentions and if there is!
redsonable opportunity for -their em-
plpymvut in Capada in the calling
which we desire to have filled, we
give those inmmmigration societies the
séme  consideration as we give any
other booking agent. But, if their
efforts. do, not ‘result in the bringing
of those whom we could, in accordance
with our policy, admit and pay bonus
on, . then we have to do their work
without any assistance from wus, or,
if they go too far, we exercise the pow- |
ers given us under the Immigration |
act and eithér reject-or deport.

Somé Figures.

In regard to the total flow of immi-
gration to the country duping the year, |
I may give a few figures. The total
arrivals numbered 273,009. From
across the ocean there were 217,150., of
whom 131,337 were from Great Bri-
tain, and 85,313, from the continent.
There were 55,859 fromm the TUnited
States. We have no nreans of know-
ing " how many of the 131,337 from
Great Britain reperted .the work ol
charitable organizations, but we do
know that the charitable organizations
claimed  bonus on 5,167. They were
paid bonuses on 3,347. That is to say
the claims of.the charitable organiza-
tions on immigrants Hrought out were
rejected tp the number of nearly 2,000
—I fancy a much larger number than
will - aecount for the total so-called
fcongestion that there iz in all this
Dominion of Canada.

Mr. Sproule—The minister has giv
en us the number who came from the
United States. I saw somewhere—I
think- it was from government source:
information as to the numbe:
of Canadians who went to the United
Statés last year. Has any ivnfor-
mation on that, and if so,. would he
kindly give it to the House?

Mr, Macdonell—I would like to ask
the hon. minister, if, from his last
remarks, we are to take it that the
charitable organizations to which he
has referred attempted to obtain bon-
us on 2,000 people or thereabouts on
false or pretended claims without any
merit in them? '

We Want the Best.

Mr, Oliver—I do not know whether
my hon’ friend (Mr. Macdonell) think
he is in the police court or not., 1
de not think his question is well put. I
would like to say that the man who
wants has a different point of -view
from the man who gives, and the
charitable organizations may very
well have a different view of what
their rights are from that which the
[mmigration Department. may have.
But, as a matter of fact, I have given
the hon. gentleman the figures of the
claims made by the charitable organ-
izations and of the number of those
claims allowed by the Immigration
Department. We were not able to sec
| eye to eye with the charitable organ-
| izations with regard to the number of
their ‘claims - any more ithan we .are
lable to see eye to eye with them in
tegard 'to the purpose of their work.
Theéir purpese is to do good to the un-
fortanate of the old ecountry; our puz-
i pose is to get from the old country
 the. best they have so as to ‘improve
iand not deterioriate the population of
of this country. Regarding the effect
of the payment of bonus in securing
a desirable class of immigrants, 1
have already pointed out that the
bonus is paid for the express purposc
iof giving an inducement to the book-
ing agent to send us the man upon
which he ean get a bonus rather than
ithe man upon whim he cannot get a
i bonus.

Onposition Members Endorse.

We have the endorsation of our hon.
friend from Brantford (Mr. Cockshutt)
in regard to our immigration policy,
ind 1 am therefore glad to be able to
vefer the House to the endorsation el
the hon. leader of the Opposition (Mr.
R. L. Borden) in regard to the princi-
ple of our bonus policy. On April 9
last,. the hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion enlightened the House as follows

It does not seem to me that the pay-
ment of bonuses in itself has any ten-
dency to bring in a less rather than a
more desirablé class of people into
this country.. That would depend al-
together on the way you work it-ou
If without the payment of bonuses
yvou permit péople to come in inc
criminately, if you use every possi
means by advertising and otherwise in
any particular country from wliieh{
immigration is not very desirable, vou |
might, without a system of-bonusing
at all, increase the tendency to Dring
in people who are not desirable. On
the other bhand, if you used the sys-
tem of bonusing, vou might attach
to it suéh conditions as would not
tend to bring in undesirable people.

I think the House will agree with
me that in that particular we have
met the requirements of the leader of
the Opposition. He says iurfheér:

In a word, 1 would be inclined to
restrict our efforts in so far as the sys-

—s0lne

he

is-
ble

tem of bonusing is concerned to the
people of the British Isles, |

Mr. H. S. Clements (Weést Kent)—1
would. like te ask the minister what
are the regulations, governing the
agents in the constituencies through-
out the Dominion, and what are the
conditions under which they ave en-
titled to receive the bonus upon each
immigrant placed? How long has
an immigrant to be heré before the
agent is entitled to receive the bonus
of §2?

Mr, Oliver—The immigrant hag to
be in farm employment before  the
man who places him in that employ-
ment is entitled to the bonus of $2 for
placing him.

Opposed to Encouraging Immigration.

My. Clements—I want to say to the
minister, if I may be permitted, that
in the riding which I have the honor
to represent, Mr. James S. Waugh—
in regard to whom I had a question
the other day on the Order Paper al-|
though his name is there given as

|
|
|
|

John S. Waugh—received $1,280 for
imthigrants whom he had
brought to the county of Kent during
the last year, I can say with all au-
thority to the. minister that 25 per
cent. of those immigrants for whom
he was paid $2 apiece were not in;

can also say -that 50 per eent. of the |
immigrants for whom he received $21

| them until spring;
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dpiece were not in the riding twenty
days after he received that bonus.
They simply went across the border to
the United States. T am opposed to
paying a bonus of $2 a head to the
sort of immigrants who come to this
country. I believe the timie has gone
b)’ when we should pay any money.to
Induce inynigrants to. come to this
country. I think we should get a bon-
us rather than pay one out, .

Mz Oliver—My hon. friend ~(Mr.
Clements) has made a clear-cut state-
ment of policy on which we would be
glad to take issue at any time and on
any occasion: which may seem con-
venient, I would like to say,” how-

| ever, in regard to his position as to

the policy of bonuses and as to- the
requirement that if a man is placed on
a farm he therefore must always stay
on that farm, that I -do not at ail
agree  with him; nor do I admit that
the payment of $2 to an immigration
agent thereby mortgages thé body or
soul of the immigrant so placed. The
best we ean do is to place a man in
employment. such as.we undertake or
desire to fill. . Tf the emplover and
employee cannot agree we cannot do
any better. We have done very well
when we have placed with the farm-
ers of Keunt the number of men from
the old country that has been.stated,
and if they have not been able to
keep them that is somethine which is
beyond our contrel, :
Wants Immigrants Bound.

Mr. Clements—My  contention.” is
Umt f you pay $2 to an agent for plac-
Ing an immigrant on a farm in Kent
or any other . county in ° Canada,
that immigrant should remain up-
on the farm a certain length of time
before the agent receives the $3. I
can tell the minister that the awent
r(‘poi\'cd .i\","’MmI on- account of im-
migrants in West Kent who did not
remain on farm  for twenty-four
hours; he simply got his certificate
and that was thé end of it.

Mr, Oliver—T would not- say that
our representative in Kent is ))1-1']1:!1)5
all that might be desirec. We ap-
pointed a large number of agents
throughout Ontario and we have to
take our chance on the man we zot,
but I assume that the man-we got
in West Kent was fairly representa-
tive of West Kent, ;

* * * * > *
The Present Condition.

I would like to place before the
House some further information in
regard to the situation as to the sup-
ply of labor at the present time, and
as to the attitude of the department
and its action thereon. In former
years the rule was that the rush of
immigration took place during  the
months of May and June; that it fell
off greatly after June, and that there
was practically no movement of ini-
migrants. in _ the fall and winter
months. Therefore we. ceneentrated
our attention on the securing of im-
migrants such as fulfilled our require-
ments during: the spring months, and
the rest of the year took.cave of itself.
Whether fortunately or unfortunate-
Iy; whether because of favoiable can-
ditions in Canada or.because of enér-
getic advertising; or ‘beeause of both, ®
this year the flow of immigrants did
not cease with the passing: of the
spring months but continued info the
fall and apparently was likely to con-
tinue into the winter. ;

Immigrants Warned.

That was a new condition. and it
required to be met, Naturally there
is & falling/off in the demand for la-
bor as winfer set inm, and there was
some depression in financial condi-
tions which added to the ordinary
lack of work in ‘the winter. and we
found for the first time in some years
a surplus of labor in some of the eities
of Canada. We were not in any sense
responsible for. that congestion of la-
bor. 1 have pointed out to the House
that it was practically contrary to our
policy; T have pointed out to the
House the direct causes which brought
that labor there, and with which we
were neither directly nor. indirectly
connected. But it was a fact that it
was there to a certain degree, and it
was for us to consider what our at-
titude should be. We believed that in
the presence of more or unem-

less

| ployed persons in the cifies, accom-

panied by the fact that thé demand
tor labor is slack during the winter,

s not.desirable. that the ranks of
the unemployed should be inereased
Ov further arvivals “of  unemployed
from the old country.: Therefore ou
the 3rd of Deceniber we wired to Mr.
Bruce Walker in London:

Advertise in newspapers and notify
by circular, agents, booking ageunts
and steamship” companies, that the
demand for labor of all kinds in Can-
ada is over for the season. Strongly
advise by same means _all* fpersons
looking for employment in Canacu not
to sail earlier than April nexf, and
then only if they have emiplovinent
assured or have sufficient cash to keep
them until they secure. employment.

Money Necessary.

On the 6th December we sént the
following to steamship agents: ;

In view of the condition of the la-
bor market, immigrants landing
should have sufficient money to keep
understand that a
large number-of immigrants are linble
ta land, bound en route to Tofonto.
Ii without sufficient funds, notify this
office, giving particulars hefore land-
ing.

Then the steamship. agents
were willing to ‘co-operate with
said :

You require  passengers ta ?mv«'
money if they have not employment
ot friends in view. How much money
shall we insist they shall have?

On December 11th we wired as fol-
lows:

Notify all stéamship companies,
booking agemcies and government
agents in British Isles and on eontin-
ent that immigrant passengers arriv-
ing in Canada. until the.15th of Feb-
ruary must have $50, and from then
to Ist April, $25 in addition to inland
transportation unless they can ghow
to the satisfaction of the emigration
officers that thev have assured em-
ployment or will be cared - for by
friends.

who
us

(Continued on Page Seven.)




