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Famous Christmas Days.

In reviewing historio happenings
upon the greatest of feaste, one i8
strack with the variety of things
which have occurred to markits re-
currence through the ages. War
and peace, birth and deatb, the
crowning of kings and the fall of
dynasties, sli bave taken place upov
the anniversary of the day when the
Prinoe of pesce was boro o rule the
world in love,

The celebration of Cbrisimas as
the day of Christ's birth dates from
the early days of the Charch, sal.
though authorities differ as to the
aciual day to be observed. Some
early authorities claimed Jaounary
6th, others Japuary lat, and stll
others March 29th  While the
Hastern Churob observes Japuary
6th, the Western Church adheres 10
December 25:h as the correct date,
and this was fixed by Pope Julius 1.,
in €45 A. D. St. Chrysostom said
that in primitive times Chrisimas
and Epiphaoy were celebraled at
the same fime, but these two feasts
were deparated by the Counol of

“Nioe in 385, . 7

In the year 98 Cbristmas was first
observed a8 s festival, and from that
time the feast of tbe Nativity has
been in all lande touched by the
finger of the Gospel, a season of joy.
Ar{lul‘g the early bappenings bistory
obronicles on Ouristmas Day was
the death of the Roman ‘Emperor
Marcus Aurelius Carus, killed by
lightning in 283, while driviog his
ohariot beyond the Tigris, whioh the
early Christians were wont 10 regard
as a judgment of God, since he w&a
inimiocal to the Cburch, Later, 1n
the year 400, Gainas the Goth met
a bloody death npon that same feast,
that Gainas who was so full of valor
that Arcadius made bim a geveral.
He had ravaged Thrace, making
the fertile province a wilderoess
beocause he was refused a church for
the Arian sect, and shortly after this
his fate oame upon bim.

Chronologically
Christmss Day wes in 496, when
Clovis, first Christian king of
Fravnce, was orowped af Rheims.
This was & day of great rejoicing
for sll the Fraoks, espeocially those
who were Christians, Never before
bhad the feast been celebrated with
gach pomp and splendor! Clovis
was & mighty warrior, & mightier
pagan. He had wo his yictoriong
way conquering &nd to
burning churches when in bis rosd,
quite to the despair of his Christian
wife, Clotilda, She remonstrated and
wept and prayed to no avail, Then,
being sensible as well as Christiag,
she decided to =mile rather than
weep, to bold her tongue rather than
remoustrate, and to continue pray-
ing, but in secret,

the next greal
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Clovis, being distinotly masculive, |
felt her influence, sincs it was pleas |
antly exerted, and ginoe hér person-
slity was agreeable and charming. |
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Crowned at Rheims
Day, he was the first Christian king
of Franoe and from .that day until

the Revolation, Rheims was the cor-
onation ci~\y of all French kinge, a8
well as the repository of the vial of
Bolv oil from which he was annoint-
ed (said by legend to bave been sent
from hesven to be used at Clovis’
coronation) and which was ever after
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ased to anoint & new=made King.

History tells us that was not
long before the new crowned Chris-
tiar was ruling over a wide
territory, which his descendanis heid
for two hundred and fitty years, It
rieves me,” said Clovis, "1t
oving Visigoths in possession
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the fairest provinoa of Gaul,
And the Franks joyously

orossed the Loire and rapidly pur-
aned their conqueste to the source of
On bis return, Clovis
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[n him the Roman Empire lived
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Pains in the Back

Are symptems of a weak, torpid er
stagnant condition ef the kidneys or
liver, and ®re a warning it is extfemely
bazardous te neglect, Bo important i
a healthy action of these organs

They are commonly attended by lose
of energy, lack of courage, and some-
times by gloomy foreboding and de-
spondency.

“I was taken {1l with kidney trouble, and
became sowepk I comid scarcely get around.
I took m wi t benefit, and finally
decided t@ try Heood's Sarsaparilla. After
the first bottle I felt s¢ much better that {
continued {ts use, and zix bettles made me
a new woman. When my little girl waz &
baby, she counld nmot keep anything on ber
stom: and we gave her Hood's Barsapa-
rilla wh cured ber.” das TmOMAS
nis, Wallaceburg, Ont.

Hood'’s Sarsaparilla
Cures kidney amd liver troubles, re-
lieves the back, amd builds up the
whole system.

man who was crowned on Christmaas
Day, for Obarlemagoe, greatest of
warrior kings, was crowned Em-
peror of the West in St. Peter's on
Christmas Day, A. D. 800, Son of
Pepin the Short, the sturdy Carlov-
ingian who had replaced the Merov-
ingian degenerates, Charlemagne
reigoed long, and his reign wss
an almost constant warfare, Life
at that period in France was not
what one would call sedchtnry, and
the kingly throne nota bed of roses,
Iu the forty=six years of his turbu-
lent reign, be undertook fifty~three
important military  expeditions,
nearly all of which were successful,
Io tbe end his rule extended from
tbe German ocean to the Adriatic,
from the English Channel to the
Daonbe. The coup d'etat which
streogthened his bhands for the task
came when he wsas koeeling before
the bigh altar ai St, Peter's in Rome
on Ohristmas Day, 800. To the
surprise of the Holy
Father the worshiping
Frank and placed npon his head the
imperial hailing bim as
“ Emperor of Rome.” Thereafter
Charlemagne was regarded as the
snccessor of the Caesars,

every omne

turoed to

orown,

He was a
magnificent patron of ‘the Church,
and all bis victories were beneath
tbe Cross., He loved learning,
founded libraries and sebools and
spared no palns to gather about his
court at  Aix-la-Chapslle men of
learning and science, among whom
was the great Aleuin.

Nearly three hundred years later
scene of a Christ-
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rowned amid su
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bsd seldom seen. William, sor
Duke Robert of Normandy, had
turbulent blood in With
bim might made right, His wil
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Ols veins.
wag law, For the most part it was
He was a mean of
ability, religious, blameless in hia
private life, a striot ruler and in the
muin jast, though toleratiog not the
slightest deviation from  his
ideas of what shonld be done, Pro-
mised the Eoglish crown by Edward
the Coofessor be meant to have it,
and obtsining the sanotion of Pope
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Boglish history seems full of un-
toward events occurring upon Ohrist.
mas Day, Io reign of Queen
Elizabeth was a favorite day for

the

Popish priests,” and in

16568 Oliver Cromwell actually
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On guch &p snspicious day, it came
to naught, HEoglish might prevailed
and James fled to France, and thenoe
0 KR yme, woere he quietly gpent the
remainder of his life,
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exception, and ip the
words, ‘“Liberty,” ¥ Fraternity,”
and ' Equality,” sbould be imme-
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8 he of barbsrians, bat & prince
and oconsul of Rome. Bafore he died
sd under Frankish rule
t ‘ e ocounfry the
X i the Rbone, the ocean and
the Pyreness, had establizhed
his ‘oapital at Parie.  Clovis, hows
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{ Espanola

{ he

distely removed from publio
buiidings, monuments, et¢ [ and from
the exterior of all privatefjwellings,

In our own land there ) }e historic
Christmases quite ss infffesting 8s
in sny other, De Soto fiscovered
the Father of Waters anif had Mass
said Christmas Day, and{Decem ber
25, 1776, is noted as fPe historic
day when Washington frossed the
Delaware at the head of hree thou-
ssnd mep, 80 weary and ;worn that
they oould with difficolty endure
the ocold of that tergble winter
weather,

Vermont becamea Stf e on Christ
mas in 1777, after hayng been for
filty years a portion of New Hamp-
shire. Oa the same duy and year,
Oaptain Cook discovered the Islands
of the Pacific called the Obrlstian Is-
lands, and op Christmas day, 1786,
began Shay's rebellion in Massa.
chusetts, ao ill-fated affair quickly
crushed by the authorities.

One of the most {oteresting episo-
des of Obristmas day was in connec—
tion with the life of Wolfgang Mozart,
At five years of age he played minuetes
of his own composition very prettily
upon the pisno, and at six be and his
sister were taken by their father (a
famous music master) to play lo the
The Kiog and Queen heard
of the talented little pair, acd sent for
them to play at court on Ohristmas
day.

A tragic bhappeniog for the
feast occurred In the voyage of
Oolumbus.  After haviog set foot
upon the Island of Ban Salvador and
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It tbe children will only be guided |
by advice—they may avert in their
own case some of the consequences
of the sins of the parents, But the
child—just because be is young and
unaware—i8 headstroog and sure he
knows better and be refuses to profit
by the accumulated experiences of
the elders. He must taste and see
and feel for himself. He is imperi=
ous aod will oot brook restraint. Jf
the parentsare weak and indulgent
and dread “a scene” they give in,
not wishing to incur the filial dis-
pleasure. Thbe father advises, tbe
son remonstrates and takes his own
course. The mother pleads, the
daugbter flings her irate and cuttiog
anewer, and does as she pleases.
The result is domestic aparchy.
There is no peace beneath that roof
tree because loviog respectfuloess is
altogether lacking. The child has
lost all reverence for the authority
which allows itself to be contradicted
aod defied with impunity

The same thing s true of school
discipline. [t is fatal to the teach-
er’s control of the schoolroom to per
mit what in pedagogical cant is term-
ed “back talk.” It is the besatting

vice of many an educational institn
tion, Iansolence, or the milder mani ;
festation of impertinence, is tolerated |
when it should be sternly quelled,
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We Pity You
{ Mr. Smoker!

If you never tried

OUR TOBACCO.

Thousands are smoking it
today and want no other.
Are you one of them?
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; Try it. You’ll be pleased.
HICKEY & NIGHOLSON Tobacco Co., Lid

! Ch’town, Phone 345,
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1 | Brown's_Bloock, Charlottetown, P.E.I

MONEY TO LOAN.
Solicitorsjfor RoyaljBank'of Canada

260 Miles in 52 days.
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