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MEDDLERS IN THE
AFFAIRS OF OTHERS

Dr. Ta}l?nage Scores

the Busy-Body and

Scandal-M onger---All Have a Mis-
sion of Kindness and Help. -

#
b

Washingon reporv: in _this dis-
course Dr. Talnmage shows how we
should interest ourselves in the af-
fairs of others for theit benefit, but
never for their damage; text, I. Peter,
iv., 15: *“A busybody in other men's !
matters,” i

Human nature is the same in all
ages. In the second century of the
world’'s  existence people had the
same characteristics as people in the
ninetsenth century, the only differ-
ence being that they had the charac-
teristica for a longer time. Bt was
500 ycars of goodness or 500 years of
meanness instead of goodness or
meanngss for 40 or 50 ‘years. Well,
Simon Peter, who was a keen obser-
ver of what was going on around
him, one day caught sight of a man
whose characteristics were severe in-
Spection and blatant criticism of the
affairs belonging to people for whom
he kad no responsibility and with
the hand once browned and hardened
by fishing tackle drew this portrait
for all subsequent ages: *“A busy-
body in other'men’s matters.”

That kind of person has been a
troubie maker in every country since
the world stood. Appoiniing himself
to the work of exploration and detec-,
tion, he goes forth mischief making.
He generally begins by reporting the
infelicity discovered. He is the ad-
vertising agent of imfirmities and do-
mestic  inharmony and occurrences
that but for him would never have
come o the public eye or ear. He
feels that the secret ought to be haul-
ed out into light and heralded. If he!

r t one line of it into the news- |

that he feels to be a noble|
ment to start with. But he!
must not let it stop. He -‘vhispers it
to his neighbors, and they, in turn, |
whisper it to. their nzighbors until
the whole town is a-buzz and agog.
You can no inore catch it or put }L
down than you can a malaria. Lt is
in tiae air and on the wing and afloat.
Taken by itself it seems of little im-
portance, but afier a hundred pcople
» handled it and each has given
additional twist it becomes a

in size and shape marvelous.
st, notice that such a mission is
undesirable, because we all re-
quire all the time we can get to take
care 'of our own affairs. To carry
ourselves through the treacherous
straits of this life demands that we
all the time keep our hand on the
wheel of our own craft. While, as I
shall show you before I get through,
we all have a mission of kindness to
others we hLave no time to waste in
doing that which s damaging to

others. 1

There is our worldly czming_whxch

must be looked after or it will be-
e. Who succeeds ‘in any-

W concentrating all  his

s upon that one tl‘ng? All

whn try to do many things, go

s, cither as to their health or

- fortune. They go on untl they
pay 16 cents on the dollar, or pay
their body into the grave. We can=
not manage the affairs of others and
keep our own affairs ~prosperous.
While we are inquiring how praecari-
ous is tioe business of another mer-
chant and finding out how many
notcs he has unpaid and how soon he

i ably be wound up or mnk.-:

ament or hear the sheriff’s
er smite the counter our own
are getting mixed up z.md. en-
dangered. While we are crltl(‘xslx\vg
nur‘nvi;:h‘unr for his poor crops \\L:
are neglecting the fertilisation of our
own fieids or allowing thn_- weeds to
choke our own corn. While we are
trying to extract the mote from our:
neighboi’'s cye we fall under the
weight of the beam iun our own gye.

If God had, given us whoie \\e?l(:
and months and days, with nnth' nﬂl
to do but gauge and measure “m(.
gorutinise the affairs of othe there
might be some excuse for such ex}\—
pl‘iymon:. but I do not knu\y anyone
who has such a surplus of time a}xvl
energy and qualification that he can
afford much of the time to sit as a
coroner upon the dead failures 13‘
others. J can imagine that an as-
tronomical crank cculd get so ab-
sorbed in examining the spots on tl}r}
sun as to neglect clearing the spots
off his own character. A very suc-
cessful man was asked how he had
ac nulated such a vast fortune. He
replied, *I have accumulated abput
ong-ualf of my property by attending
strictly to my buziness and the other
half by letting other people’s aicne.

Fuarthermore, we are incapacitated
for the supervisal of others because
we cannot segp all sides of the affair
reprehended. People are generally
not so much to blame as we sup-
pose. It is never right to do wrong,
but there may be alleviations. There
may have arisen a conjunction of
circumstances which would have
flung any one of us. The wn_rld

ives only one side of the transaction

that is always the worst side.
aulter at the benk who loan-

ed money he ought not to have
loaned did it for the advantage of
ancther, not for .his own. That
young man who purloined from his
employer did so'because his mpt_her
was dying for the lack of medicine.
That young woman who went wrong
did not get enough wages to keep
her from starving to death. Most
people who [ make moral shipwreck
<« would do right in some exigency, but
they have not the courage to say so.

Better die than do the least Wrong.
but moderate your anathema against
the wrongdoer by the circumstances
which may yet develop. Be . econo-
mical of your curses when all the
community is hounding some mar or
woman. Wait, consider, pause and
hope that which i{s charged is a base
fabrication. Do ‘not be like a jury
who shall render a verdict agairst the
defendant without allowing him to pro-
sent his side of the case.

Furthermore, we make ourseives a
disgusting spectacle when we be-
eome busybodies. What a diabolical
enterprise those undertake who are
ever looking for the moral lapse or
the downfali of others! As the hu-
man race is a rmost imperfec. race,
all such hunters find plenty of game.
There have been sewing societies in
churches which tore to pieces more
reputations than they made garments
for the poor. With their sarcasms
and sly “Hints .and depreclation of
motives they punctured more good
names thanzthey had needles. With
their scissors . they cut characters
bias, and backstitched every evil re-
port they got hold of. Meetings of
beards of directors have sometimes
ruined good business men by insinu-
ations against them.. The bad work
may not have been done so much by
words, for they would be libelous,

bul by the twinkle of the eye or a
shrug of the shoulder or a sarcasti:
accentuation of a word. “Yes, he
is all right when he is sober.’
“Have you inquired into that man’s
history?” *“Do you know what bu-
siness he was in before he entered

| this?” ~ “I move that the application

be laid on the table until some inves
tigations now going on are consum-
mated.” It is easy enough to start a
suspicion that will never down, but
what.a despicable man is the one who
started it!

There is not an honest man 1n
Washington or New York or any
other city who cannot be damagei by
such infernalism. In a village whare
I once lived a steamboat every day
came to the wharf. An enemy of the
steamboat company asked one day, “T
wonder if that steamboat is safe?” The
man who heard the question soon said
to his neighbor, ‘““There is some sus-
piclon about the safety of that steam-
boat”. And the next one who got hold
of it said, “There is an impression
abroad that there will soon he an auc-
cident on that steamer.” Soon all
that community began to sav. “That
steamer is very unsafe,” ad41 as a
consequence we all taook the stage
rather than risk our lives an the tiver.

While I believe enough in human de-
pravity to be orthodox, T tell you that
the most of people whom I know are
doing the best they can. Faults? Oh,
ves . All people except you and I have

{ faults. But they are sorry about it,
{ renentant on account of it and are try-

ing to do better. About all the mar-
ried people I know of are married to
the one person best suited. Negarly all
the parents with whom I am acquaint-
ed are doing the best they can for their
children. All the clerks In stores, so
far as I know, are honest, and all per-
scns in official positions, city, state or
nation, are fulfilling their mission as
well as they can. The most of those
who have failed in business, so far as
I kmow. have failed honestly.

All people make mistakes—say things
that afterwards they are sorry for, and
miss opportunity of uttering the right
word and doing the right jthing. But
when theyv say their prayers at night
these defects are sure to be mentioned
somewhere between the name of the
Lord for whose mercy they plead ond
the amén that closes the supplication
“That has rot been my observation,”
says some one. Well, I am sorry for
you, my brother, my s!ster. What an
awful crowd you must have gotten in-
to! Or, as is more probabie, you are
one of the characters that my text
sketches.  You have not been hunting
for partridges and quail, but for vul
tures. You have been microscopising
the world's fauits. You have been
down in the marshes when you ought
to have been on theé uplands. I have
caught you at last? You are “a busy-
body in other men’s matters.”

i3 it that you can always find
two op ns about any one and those
two opinions exactly opposite? T _will
tell you the reason. It i3 because ther:
are two sides to every character—the
best side and the worst side. A well
dispcsed man chiefly seeks the best
side, the badly disposed seeks chiefly
the worst side. Be ours the desire to
see the best side, for it is healthier for
us to do and stirs admiration, which
is an elevated state, while the desire tc
find the worst side keeps one in a spirit
of disquietude and disgust and mean
suspicion, and that is a pulling down
of our own pature, a disfigurement of
our own character. 'I am afraid the
imperfections of others will kill us yvet

If one be cynical about the character
of others and chiefly observant of de
fects and glad to find something wrong
in character, the fact is apt to be de:n
onstrated in his looks. However regn-
lar his features and though constru.c-
ed according to the laws of Kaspar
Lav. his visage is sour. He may

t it is a sour smile. There is

in the inflation of the nostril

e is a mean - curvature to the lip

is a bad look in the eye. The

devil of sarcasm and malevolence and

suspicion has taken possession of him

and you see it as plainly as though

from the hair line of the forehead Lt

the lowest point in tne round of hiz

chin it were written: “Mire! Mine! 1

the demon of the pit, havc soured his

visage with my curse. Look at him'

He chose a diet of carrion. He gloated

over the misdeeds of others. It took

all my infernal enginery to make him

what he is—'a busybody in other men's
matters. .

TLe slunderer almost always at-
tampts to escape the scandal he is re-
sponsible for. When in 1741 John Wes-
iey was preaching at Bristol and show-
inz what reason he had to trust in the

of His Salvation, a hearer
cried out: ““Who was your captain when
you hanged yourself? I know the man
who saw you when you were cut down.”
John Wesley asked the audience to
make room and let the slanderer come
to the front, but when the way was
open the slanderer, instead of coming
forward, fled the room. The author
or distributer of slanders never wants
to face his work. A

On the day of Pentecost there were
people endowed with what was call-
ed the “gift of tongues,” and they
spake for God in many languages.
But there are people in our time who
seem to have the gift of evil tongues,
and there is no end to their iniquitous
ga_bb]e. Every city, village and
neighborhood of thq earth has had
driven through it ' these scavenger
carts. When anything is said to you
defamatory of the character of others
imitate Joseph John Gurney, of Eng-
land, who, when a bad report was
brought to him concernipg® anybody,
asked: *“Dost thou know any good
thing to tell us concerning her?
Since there is no good to relate,
would it not be kinder to be silent
on the evil? Charity rejoiceth not in
iniquity.”

But there is a worthy and Christ-
ian way of looking abroad upon
others, not for the purpose of bring-
ing them to disadvantage or adver-
tising their weaknesses or putting in
“great primer” or ‘“paragon” type
their frailties, but to offer help, sym-
pathy and rescue. That is Christlike.
and he who does so wins the ap-
plause of the high heavens. Just
look abroad for the people who nave
made great mistakes and put a big
plaster of condolence on their lacera-
tions. Such people are never sym-
pathised with, although they need an
infinity of solace. Do.aestic  mis-
takes. Social mistakes. Ecclesiasti-
cal mistakes. Political mistakes. The
world hag such only jocosity and
gesturzg yration.  There is an
unog ou, my brother.
N abake your
4 o and

| ask them where they are hurt, and ap-
ply divine medicament.

Hear it: The more you go busy-
ing yourselves in other men’s mat-
ters the better if-you have design of
offering relief. Search out the quar-
| rels, that you many settle them; the
fallen that you may lift them;
pangs, that you may assuage
Arm yourself with two bottles of di-
vine megicine, the one a tonic and
the othér an anaesthefic, the latter
to soothe and quiet, the former to
, Stimulate, to inspire to sublime ac-
tion. That man’s matters need look-
ing after in this respect. There are
10000 men and women, who need
your help and need it right away.
They do not sit down and cry. They
make no appeal for help, but within
ten yards of where you sit in church
and within ten minutes’ walk of your
home there are  people in enough
trouble to make them shriek out with
agony if they had not resolved upon
suppression.

1f you are rightly interested’in other
men’s matters, go to those who are just
starting in their occupations or profes-
slons and give them a boost. Those
old physicians do not want your help,
for. they are surrounded with more
patients than they can attend to, but
cheer those young doctors who are
counting out their first drops to pati-
ents who cannot afford to pay. Those
old attorneys at the law want no help
from you, for they take retainers only
from the mor2 prosperous clients, but
cheer those young attorneys who have
not had a brief at all lucrative. Those
old merchants have their business so
well established that they feel inde-
pendent of banks, of all changes in
tariffs, of all panics, but cheer those
young merchants who are making their
first mistakes in bargain and sale. That
old farmer who has 200 acres in best
tillage, and his barns full of harvested
crops, and the grain merchant, having
bought his wheat at high prices before
it was reaped, needs no sympathy from
you, but cheer up that young farmer
whose acres are covered with a big
mortgage and the drought strikes them
the first year.

Go forth to be a busybody in other
men's matters, so far as you can
helping them out, and help them on.
the world is full o° instances of
those who s8pend thei~ life in such
alleviations, but there is one in-
estance that overtops and eclipses all
others. He had lived in a palace.
Radiant. ones waited upon him. He
was charioted along streets yellow
with gold, and stopped at gates glis-
tening with pearls, and hosannaed by
immortals corneted and in snowy
white, Centuries gave him not a
»ain. The sun that rose on him
never set. His dominions could not
be enldrged, for they had no bound-
aries, and uncontested was his reign.
Upon all that luster and renown and
environment of splendors he Lurned
his back and put down his crown at
the foot of His throne, and on a bleak
December night trod His way down
to a stone house in Bethlehem of our
world. Wrapped in what plain shawl,
and pursued with what enemies on
swift camels, and howled at with
what brigands, and thrust  with
what sharp lances, and hidden in
what sepulchral crypt, until the sub-
Ssequent centuries have tried in vain
to tell the story by sculptured cross,
and painted canvas, and resounding
doxologies, and domed cathedral, and
redeemed nations.

He could not see a woman doubled
up with rheumatism but He touched
her, and inflamed muscles relaxed,
and she stood straight up. He could
not meet a funeral of a young man
but Ife broke up the procession and
gave him back to his widowed mo-
ther. With spittle on the tip of his
finger he turrned the midnight of
total blindness into the midnoon of
perfect sight.

He scolded only twice that I re-
member, onc2 at the hypocrites with
elongated visage and the other time
when a sinful crowd had arraigned
an unfortunate woman, and the Lord,
with the most superb sarcasm that
was ever uttered, gave permission to
anyone who felt himself entirely
commendable to hurl the first is-
sile. All for others. His birth for
others. His ministry for others. His
death for others. His ascension for
others. His enthronement for others.

And now my words are to the in-
visible multitudes I r2ach week by
week, but yet will never see in this
world, but whom I expect to meet
at the bar of God and hope to see in
the blessed heaven. The last word
that Dwight L. Moody, the great
evangelist, said to me at Plainfield,
N.J., and he repeated the message for
me to others, was, ‘“Never be tempt-
ed under any circumstances to give
up your weekly publication of ser-
mons throughout the world.” That
solemn charge I will heed as long as
I have strength to give them and the
newspaper types desire to take them.

Floisam and Jetsam.,

To live is not to live for one’s solf
alone; let us h:lp one another.—Men-
ander.

There is no denying that Peru
bark is as bad as 1ts bite. i \

There is a Sunday conscience as
we.l as a Sunday coat, and those

cern put the coat and conscience
carefully by to put on only once a
week.—Dickens,

What an absurd thing it is to pass
over a:l the valuable parts of a man,
and fix our attention on his infirm-
ities !—Addison.

When a dog gasps and breaths
hard, it may be due to the fact that
his pants don’t fit him.

He who increases the endearments
of love increases at the same time the
terrors of death.—Young.

It is not wisdom but ignorance that
teaches men presumption. Genius may
sometimes be arrogant, but nothing
is so diffident as know.edge.—Bulwer.

A woman with a heartache can show
a haughty demeanor, but she has to
limp when her shoes hurt.—~Emma
Car’eton. .

A jack-knife is a bad thing to
monkey with—but not as bad as a
Jack-pot.

than they have bought.—Bacon. :

Shun the inquisitive, for you will
be sure to find him leaky. Open ears
do not keep conscientiously what has
been intrusted to them, and a word
once spoken flies, never to be recalled.
—Horace.

The most terrible of lies ig not that
which is uttered, but that “which is
lived.—W. G. Clarke.

Next to opium in power are certain
kinds of grasses, notable among
which is hemp, which causes intox-
ication and anaesthesia.

“I never judge a woman by her
clothes,” he said. “I suppose,” replied
his better half, sarcastically, “that’s
why you go to so many burlesque
shows.”

“Let it be a duel, then!” exclaim-
ed the duc: ‘“let it be deadly! Let
it be with ° mushroom, - bullets!”
1* Monsleur forgets that I have the
choice -of weapoms,” replied the vi-
comte, coldly; “I do not care for
mushrooms. I prefer truffles.”

You can seidom believe appear-
ances. Lots men wear yachting
caps who woildn’'t know a poop

deck from a bunch of bananas.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

INTERNATIONAL LESSON NO. VI.
FEB. 11, 1900.

Jesus. and Nicodemus.— John3:1-18
Commenvary. — (obnnecuing Einks
Ualver veous lelt Beunuwvara e jour-
neyed porvh up the Joruan valley to
Galilee, and over the mountaiius to
Caua, vear Nazareth. Here He was
Present at a wedding, and wroughi
His firsv muracle, turaing the water
into wine. Thence with His mouher
and His brethren He went down to

whe make religion a secondary con-,

Great riches have sold more men:

Capernaum, about twenty miles tofhe
norvheast on the sea of tialilee, where
He remalined a few days.

1. Ul the 1 harisees—A very strict
and religious sect of the Jews. They
were oruviiodox and believed in the im-
mortality of the soul and a future
plate, Tuey laid great streas
their traditions, esteeming them | as
highly as they did the Scriptures.

Z. Came to Jesus by night—The act
of cleansing the temple had brought
Christ into promirence. The plain in-
ference is, also, that he had performed
miracles that are not mentioned by
the Bible writers. He came fprivately,
by night, "as an act of prudence and
discretion.” The interesting point is
not why he came by night, but that
he came at all labbi—This was show-
ing great respect to one who had not
be2n educated in the rabbinical schools.
A teacher come from God—TkLis was a
complete endorrement of Jesns and
Fis work, and now, having thus en-
dorsed Him, he was under greater ob-
ligations to accept the truths that
Jesus was about to Proclalm.

8. Verily, verily—“Expresses the
<ruth and unchanging validity of what
was about to be spoken.” “This was
considered of equal import with the
most solemn oath.” I say unto thee—
Jesus here entered into the very
heart of gospel truth. Except—“Jesus
meets the ‘except’ of Nicodemus with
another ‘except.” Nicodemus says ‘do’;
Jesus says ‘be.’ ‘We must be before
we can do.”” Born again “From
above.” Converted; regenerated. To
begin life anew. A new life, with a
new nature, mew principles, new af-
fections, new aims. It is the being
made a new creature in Christ Jesus.
Kngiom of God—The kingdom of
grace here and of glory hereafter.

. Of water and of the Spirit—
“Water, washing, and 'cleansing, are
figurative expressions used in Scrip-
ture to denote a spiritual operation
on man’s heart.” “It is not mecessary
that we should understand two difler-
ent things, as this is probably only an
elliptical form of speech for the Holy
Spirit under the similitude of water.”

6. Of the flesh is flesh—Like pro-
duces like with regard to both flesh
and spirit. We are thoroughly fallen,
and a clean thing cannot come from an
unclean.

7. Marvel not—Do not wonder at
this, there ars many things you do
not understand. Thou canst not even
understand the blowing of the wind.
So is every one—As with the wind the
Spirit’s operations are invisible, be-
yond our discovery, and known only
by its effects.

9. How can these things be—He
could not comprehend epiritual things.

10. A master of Israel—One who had
studied the Old Testament as Hs= had,
and thought so much, and accepted
the position ‘of teacher, ought to have
known these things.—Peloubet.

11. We—Eldersheim thinks that in
all probability St. John was present
during this entire interview. Do
know—He spoke with the greatest
poseible assurance. Not upon hear-
say but from personal knowledge. Ye
receive not our witness—They receiv-
ed his miracles as genuine, yet relus-
ed to accept the spiritual truths he
taught. “Ye” is always plural and this
is spoken with reference to the class
to which Nicodemus belonged.

12. How shall ye believe—I{ you do
not believe the first principles—the
beginnings of gospel trutli—how shall
Yye believe if 1 ccntinue the subject
farther and tell you of the deeper
things, the heavenly things, such as,
“my divinity (v. 13); the atonement
(v. 14); salvation by faith (v. 15);
the great lové of God (v. 16) ?”

13. And no man, etc.—There was
a false notion among the Jews that
Moses had ascended up to heaven to
get the law. Jesus in effect says,
No one, not even Moses, hath ascend-
ed up to heaven to search out heaven-
ly things; but the Son of Man has
dwelt * from all eternity in the bosom
of the Father,” and has come direct
from heaven. In heaven—He is omni-
present, filling heaven and -earth
with His presence, and eveén now is
in heaven. .

14. The serpent—Num. xxi. 4-9. “The
history of the brazen serpent is a
parable of the gospel.” Son of Man
be lifted up—1. In His erucifixion. 2.
In His exaltation. 8. In the publish-
ing and preaching of His everlasting
gospel.—Henry. »

15. Whosoever—Gentiles as well as
Jews. Not perish—Not be banished
from the presence of God. Have
oternal life—Here is a double benefit
offered. “1. Those who believe in
Christ are exempted from cternal
perdition. 2. They are brought to
eternal glory.”

16. 82 loved—Such a love could aot
be described. Jesus do2s not attempt
it. There is an eternity of meaning
in that little word “'so.”

17. To condemn the world—To de
stroy the Gentiles, which the Jew
supposed would take place when the
- Messiah came.

18. Believeth on Him—This implies
a eeparation ({rom the world and 2
thorough repentance, as well as_obe
dience and faith. B lizv:throti: con-
cdemned—The grentest sin we eat
commit against God is to reject Hi
Son. The moral'st, as well as th> pro
fI'gate, I3 condemned already if he
rejects Christ.

Teachings.—We may have riches,
honor and education, but if we are
not born again we are pot saved. Wr
can hide behind a false profes-ion, but
when the testing time comes it will
fail us. We mny rest as urad that ' h
sayings of Christ are faithful sayings
Wge cannot comprehénd sp'ritual thing
unless we have -p'ritual 'if,

RACTIC SURVEY.

The conversation here recorded by
St. John is probably only a brief out-
line of what really passed betwee:
them. The subjsct is n deep one an
<hould = command our earnest atten-

n.

Nicodemus coming to Jesus. Nico
demus;>with others, had been in dis-
cussion over the matter, and he, g*
least, determined to satisfy hims-1’
concerning Jesus by a [ace-to-faee in-
terview. Jesus was repo¥fted to be th
Messiah. John the Bapti had sode
‘lenated h'm, and His discinles b-:
lieved and received Him as such, but
Nicodemue was not ready to go so

.far. He also aeknowledged that bhis

L}

s —————

t works done by Him., His

u is seen in his admiss.on.
Christ teaching Nicodemus: With
the great-st eolom oty Jesus turns
abrup.ly from thiogs temporal to
first . sentence
degp for Nicoiemus,, and has
deop for none-tenths of the
professed Christian world since that
tme. Jesus at once tells this rich
ruler that if he ever enters the king-
dom of God it ‘must bé by the door
of a thorouzh repentance—such as
John prewhel—and a spiritual birth
Jesus ingists that even he, an old
man, and one of the headlizhts in the
Jewish church must be born again.
This is the central idea of the les-
fon. and it implies the total deprav-
iry of mam,‘and his inability, by his
own efforts, to chanze his nature and

preparé himsell for 1f> ete-nal.
But Jesus took Nicodemus still far-
ther and disclosed to him the great

wml to teach was based on admit-
cau

plan of salvation, by which God had }

made it posgible to thus save men.
The great, loving heart of <God
had given his only Sod, and that
Son must bo “Jifted up” and “hang-
ed on a tree” (Acts v. 30) to make
an atonement for lost man; and
faith in this crucified Redeemer
would be the means of turning back
divine' justice and causing the sin-
ner to go forth free from the con-
denmation that would otherwise
have caused him to perish eternally.

Nicodemus ignorant of gpiritual
truths. “ We need spiritual light to
understand spiritual things.” Nico-
demus was a wise man. yet very ig-
norant. “ How can these things be 7
was thetrue index of the darkened
yet inquiring . mind. “It was not
teaching that he needed, but the
ability to understand teaching. Not
more light, but sight.” Matt. xiii
14. All seemed dark and mysterious
to him, and yet he was an hpnest
investigator. It was he and Joseph
of Arimathea who took the body
from the cross and placed it In the
tomb. John xix. 39. It will be wel
with us if we do as well ns Nico-
demus did.

| Market Réports "

—OP—

" The Week.

LEADING WHEAT MARKETS.
Following are the closing prices at
important wheiat centres to-day :
Cash. Jan.
Chleago ... ... ... ... ... $0 69 3-8
New 07k . o 07558
Milwaukee ... . = f——
St. Lou:s ... 0711-8
Toledo ... ... 074 1-2
Detro't, red .. 074 3-8
Detro't, white ... ... 2
Duluth, No. 1 north. 063 5-8 068 3-8
Duluth, No. 1 hard 0681-8 ——
Minneapolis, No. 1
northern... ... . 0663-8 06658
Minneapolis,
nnrd: i o

Chiecago ... .

New .ork ..
M.Iwaukee .

St. Louis ...

Toledo ...

Detroit, red
Detro't, white ... ...
Duluth, No. 1 north.
Duluth, No. 1. hard
Minneapolis, No. 1

northern .. ..

M'nneapoli

RAPA oices o5

TORONTO FARMERS' MARKET.

Wheat—Tlree hundied bushels of
red wheat sold at 69 1-2¢c per bushel.

Barley steady at 44c for 400 bush-
oly

Oats steady ; 300 bushels sold at 31¢
to 31 1-2c.

Poultry — Deliveries light, with
prices [irm as follows: Turkeys 11 to
15e per b, geese 8 to 9¢ per 1b,; ducks
75¢ 1o §1 per pair ; chickens 60 to 90c
per pair

Butter—Deliveries light, with prices
ranging from 20 to 25c¢ per 1b., the
latter price being for choice dairy to
speclal customers.

Fggs—D'rices for strictly new laid
eggs have been easier this week, owing
to larger deliveries, at 25 to 30c per
fozen. The latter price was paid in a
few Instances only, the bulk going at
25 to 27c. *

Feb. 1.—Receipts of farm produce
were light, B0OO bushels of grain, 10
loads of hay, 4 of straw, with 75
ireseed hogs.

Wheat, Mfrmer: 209 bushls of white
sold at 70 to 70 1-2c.

Barley, steady ; 400 bushels sgold at
43 to 45c.

Oats, steady; 200 bushels sold at
30c.

Hay, firmer; 10 loads selling at $10
to $12 per ton.

Straw, {irmer; 4 loads sold at $7
to $8 per ton.

Dressed Hogs—Prices unchanged at
$5.50 to $5.75 per cwt. ‘

SEEDS.

In Chicago to-day timothy closed
teady at $2.50 nominally for Janu-
ary, and $2.55 nominal for Febru.
iry and $2.60 nominal - for March.
“lover closed steady ‘at $8.40 nom-
inal for January and $8.50 nominal
‘or March, all per 100 I1bs.. In To-
ledo old prime clover closad 5S¢ high-
er for March, at $5.85 asked per
bushel.

In Chicago to-day timothy closed
steady at $2.50 nominal for Janu-
ary and $2.55 nominal for February
and $2.60 nominal for Mareh. Clover
closed 15¢ higher at- $3.40 nominal
for January, and 10c higher at
$8.50 nominal for March, all per
100 Ibs. In Toledo o'd prime clover
closed steady at $1.90 bid, January
2%c higher at $5.80 and March at
$5.85, all per bushel.

WHEAT OUTLOOK.

Including the five colonies, Victoria,
South and West Australia, New South
Wales and Queensland, Australia’s
wheat crop is estimated at 49,000,-
000 bushels. But this is loo
a8 exaggeration. Conservati
place the crop at ¢3,000,
1z, arainst 39,000,000 bns
wevious cron, with a possibl
urnluz of 18,000,000 to 20,
‘michels, - amaingt 11,979,009 bua
previous year. The smaller whed
port shipments from Russia seey
‘iscredit the official estimates,
wrice is the great incentive |
rrain movement in  Russia,
‘erinizs . undoubtedly have
tricted by the relatively low
orevailing. ''The official esti
wheat crop of Russia last yea¥ il
~ludinr Asiatic Russia) was 440,8
000 bushels, compared with 457,-
000,000 bushels the year before.

VISIBLE AND AFLOAT.

As compared with a week ago, the

visible supply 0. wheas Canaun and
the Un.ted S:ates has decreased
1,380,000 bushels; that of corn has

increased 426 000 bush-l:, and that of

oats has increased 24,000 bushels.

Chicigo, Feb. 1.—Openin;—Wheat,
May, 68 to 68 1-8c; July, 68 3-4c to
63 78-c.

Friday—Cold weather; light local
snow falls.

Buffalo, Feb. 1.—Spring wheat, No.
1 hard 76, No. 1 northern 75 1-4, Win-
ter wheat, No. 2 red 72, No. 1 white
711-2 on track. Corn, No. 2 Yellow
jz No. 8 yellow 36 3-4, No. 2 corn

1
NOTES.

Liverpool wiea. market was report-
ed firm wo-aay, wish no changes in
quo.ations or iu.u.es. Paiis wheas and
iour quovaiions were hizher.

Chlcago wheat advanced a Jquarter
of a cent to-day on talk of -erop dam-
age in France and Russia.

Corn and oats were heavier.

English tarmers’ deliveries of wheat
this week were 68,500 quarters, and
the average prica 26s.

Exports ol wheat and flour from
America this week equalled 3,061,026
bushels, against 4,248,926 bushels last
week and 5,198,671 bushels in the cor-
responding week of 1809. ° Corn ex-
ports for the week aggregate 3,199,-
312 bushéls, against 3,314,578 bushels
last week, and 2,928,191 bushels in
this week a year ago. \

The world’s shipments of wheat this }
week are estimated at 5,600,00.) bush-,

els. 5
Receipts of wheat at Minneapolist
and Duluth to-day 70 cars, as against
©54 cars last Saturday and 473 cars
a year ago. i

Preparations beinz made at various
points in the country, widely diverse
centre’ of trade and industry, unmisg-
takably point to active operations jn
different fields of labor during the
present year.

There is good promise of business
the present year beinz. even more
profitable than that of 1899.

Purchases of spring goods for the
retall trade so far have been on a
liberal scale, and the presumption is,
«ince wholesalers are busy shipping to
all the leading country centres, that
there is a gencral impression of a
~teady, healthy expan-imm of business
In store for trad r: this year.

The demand for sprinz goods con-
tinues alopyz the line of the more ex-
pencive goods. It is8 more difficult
now than for many years to find a
market at home for choddy, low-
grade, cheap lines.

The mild weather has interfered
somewhat w.th the movema2n$ in
dressed hogs and hog product; the
pr eces at the close are a tri‘le weaker.

T.erz is a scarcity of choe>, :w ot
dairy butter, held goods forming the
bulk of the current recelpts; as a
result creamerv has been tell'ng nore
freely. Recent British Co'um’ ia reports
tell of a demand in the coast markets
for Ontario butter.

Failures for the week have been 242
in the United States, against 249 last
year, and 40 in Canada, against 32
last year. :

The (. 8. markets for breadstufl: are
not active, nor have chang=s in pricea
of elevator wheat been of any con-
sequenc2, but the act've M:y option
stows a thirpdecl'ne. Atlinti: i ports
continue far below that of 124 yont—in
t'ree w- ki3160:3,3251u h 13, agint
18,224,082 last year—aud Pacific
exports n the sam> weeks . were
2.2 1,775, agr'n-t 1 813,99 1ust yenr.
Western receipts were in three weeks
oily 8,632,132, against 13,003,182
last year. Corn rece'pts are smaller
than last year by 5,000 000 bushels
for the three waeks, wh'le exports
have teen 10,383,185 bushels, against
9,510,499 last year, and this active
movement caused spot quotations to
advance.

oradsireet's on Trade.

Montrenl reposss saow i 1alr move-
weny . wdiclesuld trade circles 1or
this season. ‘1he indications are that
VUL GO LIWRSE aild OubY DusLIess this
Year will be larger than ever before.
Wools are quicwer, buc the milis ure
busy and will aoubtless be in the mar-
kév again jor sApplizs enosuly. ‘Lhere
iy a guod demana ror money and raves
are lirm. 2

‘I'here has been & [air cagquiry for
staple goods at Hamilion this week,
and ihe prospeess for business con-
tinue good. woel is firmly held, aAnd
large lots ara now pretty weill cleaned
up, but buyers are not as keen tg pur-
chase as thicy wen2 a few weeks ago,
and are not bidding guite as much.
‘I he prospects {or the spring trade are
Zoo

keports of trade at the Coast cities

are encouraging. There have been sev-

eral large companies incorporated
lately. The spring trade with the min-
ing districts in connection with the
opening up of propositions and trade
with the northern gold rields is ex-
pected to be large.

Business at London has boen fair for
this season. The retail trade has been
good, and travellers out with samples
for the spring trade are mecting with
good sucvess. The deliveries of grain
have not been large lately. Collections
are satislactory.

Poth wiolesale and retail merchants
at Winnipegz report a fair volume of
business being done. Travellers are
having an easier time of it getting
orders for spring goods this year. The
deiiveries of grain have been only fair,
and collections are slow, but are ex-
pected to pick up later in the s 1.

Torentc merchants report o ir
number of orders coming to hand tlhe
past week, Values continue very firm,
and the burTaess in mny lines shows o
large increase over the Fame time [ast
Year. The unsettled weather the past
week has tended to disturb trade con-
dition to some extent. The demand for

.money is quite active and ruates are
’

unchanged.

Value of Peanut Butter.
According to a prominent dealer pea~

nut butter is rapidly becoming an im-
portant commercial product. It is
made by grinding peanuts very fino
and reducing the mass toa paste, from
which a large part of the oil is re-
moved. A little salt is then added.
Many physicians recognize the nutri-
tions value of this butter. It has all
the wholesome qualities of nuts with-
out being co indigestible. Peanut but-
ter is excellent for the poor, too, for
it contains quite as much nourishment
as ordinary butter and is much less
expensive.

For Mange.
re is the simplest, surest and test
¥ for mange in cats, and evgry
4 d cats should know it.
ual parts, by we'ght, of lard
(@nlphur : mix thorourlly : rab
'8 fur from end of nose to
ntil they are fairly plas-
. One application is suf-
\ 7{ will lick it off day by
day, 2 8 than thirty days yon
See: pest cat in the town. Bafe,

mal, and freec for all,
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