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A-d.-r of “The Traflors,” “ The -Sarviver,” “A M-dn .l
Yesterday,” Elec.

CHAPTER XX.
The Confidence of Lord Arranmore

The servants had left the room, and
the ‘doors were fast -closed. Lord
Arranmore sat a little forward .in. ‘his
high-backed chair, one hand gmplng
the arm, the other stretched flat upon
the table before him . By his side,
neglected, was a cedar-wood box of
his favorite cigarettes.

“] am going,” he said, t.houghtmuy.
“to tell you a story, of whom the he

ment perhapc, but then there is a
little tragedy and a little comedy - in
what I have to tell. And you three
are the three people inm the world to
whom certain things were better told.”
They bént forward, fascinated by
the cold directness of hig speech, by
the suggestion of strange things - to
come. The mask ‘of their late gaighy
had fallen away. Lady Caroom, grave

_and -sad-eyed, was llstening with an

anxiety wholly uneoncealed ” Under

the shaded their faces, dom-
inated by dold mhasterly figure at
the head of the,@hlq were ﬂmﬂ*

~ Rembrandt/ ¥

“You have, hetrd a string of inco-
herent but sufficiently damaging ac-
cusations made against. me today by
a young iady wh@a very existence, J
may uﬁw!i surpﬂie to me. It
guited m‘i then them. Never
thelegs they were In ths ‘main true.”

The announcene!t was 1o shock.
Every ofie uf tiie three curiously- en-
ough had bd’lﬂod tne girl.

«I must go a little further back than.
the time of which she spoke. At
twenty-six years old 1 was an idle
young man of good family, but scant
expectations, supposed to be studying

“at the Bar, but in reality idling my

time abeut town. In those days, Lady
Cmom. you had m Me ol

"Up to (he une of yom- disxppen-

ance—yes. I remember, Ammore,"
she continued, her manner loging fo
a moment some of its restraint, and
her eyes and tone suddenly sottening,
“dancing with you that evening. We
arranged to meet at Ranelagh the next
day, and;¢hen the next day came; you
had vanigbed .gone as completely as
umushﬁihe earth had swallowed You
up. For weeks every one was asking
what has become of him. And then—
1 suppose—you were forgotten.”
# «phis,” Lord Arranmore continued,
“ig the -hardest part of my narrative,
the hardest because the most dificult
to make you understand. You will
forgive my offering you the bare facts
only. 1 will remind you that I was
young, impressionable, and had views.
So to contihue!”

The manmer -of his speech was in
its. way chillingly impressive. He was
still sitting in exactly the same posi
tion, one hand upon the'arm of his
high-backed chair, the other upon the
table before him. Hé made use of no
gestures, his face remained as white
and- emotionless as a carved image.
his tone, tough clear and low, was ab-
solutely monotonous. “But there was
about him a subtleness of repression
apparent to all of them.

“On my way home that night my

- hansom knocked down an old man. He

was not seriously hurf-and 1 drove
him-home. On the way he stared at
me curiously. Every now and then h
laughed—unpleasantly.

“*I have never seen any one out of
your “world before, he said. ‘1 dare.
say you have mever spoken to any one'
out of mine except to toss us alms
Come and see where ¥ live.’

“He”insisted, and I went: 1 found
myself in a lodglng -house, now pulled
down and replaced by one of Lord
Rowton’s tenement houses. I saw a
hundred human beings more or less
huddled together promiscuously, and
the face of every one of them was like
the face of a rat. The old man drag-
ged me from room mrwln ‘laughing
all the time. He showed me childrén
herded together ‘without distinction of
sex or ‘clothing; here and ‘there he
pointed to a face where some appre-
hension of the light was fighting »
losing battle with the ghouls of dis-
eage,-of vice, of foul alr, of filth. 1
was faint and’ giddy  “when we had
looked over that one house; but tl;e
old ‘man man was not satisfled. ~ Hé
dragged me on the to the roof and
pointed eastward. There, as far as
the eyes could reach, was a blackened
wilderness of smoke-begrimed dvrells
ings.  He looked at me and’ grinned
1 can see him now. He had only one
tooth, a blackened :yellow :stump, and
every time he opened hif mouth to
laugh he was _nearly ¢hoked with
coughing. He leaned out over the
palisading and reached with both mg
arms - eastwaul.

““There, he ‘chied, frantically, ‘you
have seen one. There“are thoustnds

were born into te world in your ik
ness, a8 you were born, my fine gex
man. - Day by day they wake in
holes, fill their lungs with !mid
their stomachs with rotten mbd, break:
their backs: and’ their hearts OV

them alive, stirs their blood

God’s sun, rises every

those flaring spots.of Hght? They aré

Bah! But you have.read. It would
be the French Revolution over aaa.ln
Oh, bt you are wise, youintheWeat,
your statésmen and your phifanthrop
ists, that you build tgﬁo;uhr-m
and ‘smile, and’ t )

‘build more and imfﬂl&rmoﬁey gsﬂy

back your retributic m.
stupefied, you cmtmme quuor

»

may . eome."

stretched out bis band - and b!ned
hlmselt to wine with unta.lt.erincnﬁg

ers.
“} hato.tried,” he continued, “io re-

man uged to me, and I do notﬁnd‘i»,
so difficult as you might imaging be
cause at that time they made g'

| impression upen me, But I

t eourse, hope’ 16 reproauce i

(his terrible earfiestnéss, the buf

some hideous task. Hvery day they|!
dr/op a little lower down. Drink alone |

fonw' and then so that can teel theh g
poor s beat, gged
To— i - jatupor, And se¢ ovorjheﬁf’ 1
them and you. Yo&\p-lg You see ||
gin-pshces : You may ﬁlnk your God |’
porde of Tottefl humanity from sweep-| ¥
ing westwards“brukinxw -your fine

houses, emptying your wine inﬁoatbe_.'

street, tearing the silk and hces from { t! :
your-  beautiful . sottﬂmbed‘wwan‘leﬁ 9

Youbuﬂdtheonedmvﬂdehunkee!3,~

and -hold it to their. noses. So they |sC
drink, and you nve. But &day oﬁ light

peat the exact words which ‘the oldi i d

passion which every word seemé
gpring from his lips. Their effed
on me at that time you will be! al
to judge when 1 tell you this—
‘never returned to my rooms,

ten years I never “set foot
Temple Bar. 1 first joined a
society in Whitechapel, thel

for myself, and finally I
police<court missionary -at Sou
Police-Court. . ‘The history - of
years is the history of a slowly
ing madness. I commenced by

Brooks™ s tell with a' ‘crash

silky stream, ﬂowed u@y from bim’

‘tto’ improve whaole distriets—l ended to
with the lndlvldnnl.” i

ey'es_

a moment in.silence.
“Yes.. As you. !loubﬂens ’
am your father: Aft:euards
ask me qnesﬂons e

then a ‘sudden warm touch npon: J;is
hand sent ‘the : blood .- courging mwe
more throughthis ‘veins. Sybil's ﬂmﬂ!

Brooks sat as one smpeﬂed mdl

lay for & mément upon his:: Sha‘unn
ed kindly ‘at him.  Lord Arranmore’s
voice once more broke thedhort
ence.

this country, 1. talked
with them, showed

of which théy might take into thelr
lives & certain measure of. bemtmﬂ

bad put the poison to sleep, but- it
was always there. It was their ever

to son, bred in the bone, & part ni

heir blood. .. -~ - e
“Inthoeedayslmmiedahdyd&
voted to'charitable works. Our pur-

years, when I paused to consider.” .
but it brought no tinge of color to his
cheeks, ‘nor any lustre to. his eyes.|

pressionless tone, -
- “Phere came .a{ghtwhen i ! tmm&

lasting heritage, a gift from father|

Hewnﬂnuedintheumeﬂrm, gg..'

upon the tablecloth. :rhp»wine.;t:bhs* ped -

were still like'a clot upuh brain. |

Soxmwmm M

them tanhwit.hme,lmttm“
abroad, 1 found them lemqns Ant

,wgmm !t 7
jof Natu
things. Failure would only. make me| -
more. .dogged, more eager. 1 would},
spend . months sometimes: with ene};
man or boy, and at last L'wonldau\u-e
myself of success. 1 would find. them |
a situation, see them perhaps once- LR =
week, then less often, and the end xu ,‘
always the same. They.fell back. . I

I tear, little. sympathy between us | :
The ~only-bond was ~out ' work-—and|:
tnat:was sool to be broken. kor therei;
came a time, after ten breaﬂll«m”

He: raised his. glass to his lips and | ihi
drained it, ~ The ‘wine ‘was:powerful, | g

myselt thinking, afid I knew then that
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