
INSURANCE RATES.

Public Meeting last Night at the City 
Hall—A Test to Be Made.

Pursuant to the notice given in yester
day's Miner a pubuc meeting waa held 
last evening at the City hall to protest 
against the recent action of the Vancou
ver Board of Underwriters in raising the 
insurance rates in the business portion of 
the city.

On taking the chair the Mayor stated 
that he had been informed that owing 
to the report of Mr. Davenport, a gentlc- 

from the other side of the line, the 
Vancouver Board of Insurance Under
writers, who at present entirely control 
the rates of insurance in force in Rose- 
land, had raised the rate on tùe business 
portion of the city from an average. of 
five per cent to in some instances as high 
as 8 1-2 per cent. It had been stated 
tne Mayor said, that Mr. Davenport had 
said openly before the board at a recent 
meeting that the Rossland water supply 
and the arrangements for fire protection 
were entirely inadequate, that the chief 
of tne fire brigade had admitted this and 
that at the recent fire on the hill the 
force of water was not sufficient to throw 
a stream over a one-story building.

All these statements, the Mayor said, 
were absolutely îalse and it was neces
sary to take some immediate steps tp in
form the Vancouver Board of the facts 
and to ask that an inspector should be 
sent here at once to look into the whole 
question. The speaker then went into 
the details of the water supply and show
ed that during the fire on the hill in 
September last the two city reservoirs 
were never lowered, but continued to ov
erflow, notwithstanding the fact that 
three lines of fire hose were in Use and 
any number of private hose lines all over 
the .southern portion of the city were al
so using water to quench the showers of 
sparks and burning wood that fell all 

that night. He detailed the 
precautions taken by the waterworks sup
erintendent and explained the steps al
ready taken by the city to improve and 
extend the city waterworks system.

In answer to a question by Mr. W. A. 
Robinson, Alderman Lalonde stated that 
the water reserve amounted to about 
500,000 gallons. Continuing Mr. Lalonde 
reviewed the action of the city in provid
ing adequate fire protection and dwelt 
upon the untruthfulness of Mr. Daven
port’s -alleged report.

Both the Mayor and Alderman Lalonde 
admitted that in portions of the outlying 
sections of the city hydrants end mains 
were wanted, but drew particular atten
tion to the fact that in thetfrWtetions the 
rates had been lowered, whereas in the 
business portion of the town where the 
fire protection was ample the rates had 
been increased.

Mr. Grogan thought that the fire re
ferred to by Mr. Davenport was a small 
one in the rear of the school house, 
where there were no hydrants. Alderman 
Lalonde pointed out that the rates had 
been lowered in this section, but raised 
in the business portion of the town, an 
altogether ^unfair discrimination.

Mr. R. Dalby Morkill, jr., said that it 
possiuie there had been some mistake 

and after ^hearing the statements of the 
Mayor and Alderman Lalonde he thought 
it would be wise to practically demon
strate the falsity of the statements made 
to the Board and have a test made at 

showing the force and capacity of 
the city water system. If this weW done 
in the presence of the city insurance 
agents they would report the matter di
rect and join the Council and citizens 
generally in applying for a new and proper 
rating. A motion to this effect waa then 
moved by Mr. Morkill. seconded tby Mr. 
Daniels and carried, and the meeting ad
journed.

Alderman Lalonde will take charge of 
the matter and arrange to have the test 
made and reported at once.
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UA& AND STREET CARS.

'tramway Now Running in Nelson—Gas 
Company Building There Also.

Some time ago it was announced that 
a Nelson company had applied for a fran
chise to run a line of electric street cars 
in this city—the plan including, a fine 
out to Sophie mountain, with other spur 
linès in view. No application has ever 
been formally made to the city council in 
the matter, and it has apparently fallen 
to the ground. In the meantime the Nel- 

tramway commenced operations yes
terday, and the system there will be fur
ther extended when the winter is over. 
The West Kootenay Power & Light com
pany has plenty of power for sale to op
erate a street railway in this city, and 
radial lines of electric railways have for 

time been looked to as a means of

son

some
keeping the city merchants in touch' with 
many of the adjacent mines to Rossland 
camp, in addition to affording a compara
tively cheap means of getting out the ore.

It is stated that the power company 
is willing to give the necessary power on 
reasonable terms to a responsible com
pany, and what is wanted to start the 
affair is a local organization wh» could 

the franchise from the city author
ities on favorable terms. Provided that 

is taken at the outset to run the

secure

care
project on strictly business lines, there 
would appear to $e- an opportunity for 

people to start a well paying en
terprise. One thing is sure, and that is 
that if the matter is. not taken up pretty 
promptly in Rossland, outside capital will 
be brought here for the purpose.

Dr. Doolittle and his famous eastern 
syndicate who promised so much last sum
mer in the way of gas works, has evi
dently retired from the scene for good, if 
indeed they ever- seriously contemplated 
action, and while it is quite unnecessary 
that any promoters of gas works should 
hold up Rossland as Nelson has been held 
up merely for the sake of obtaining a 
franchise, it is highly desirable that we 
should have a gas plant in operation in 
this city at an early date, even if the city 
authorities have to take the matter up 
and make it a .civic concern.

Here are two good opportunities for 
the employment of local capital, and it 
should not be postponed until next sum- 

to start the ball rolling. Who will 
take the matters up?

our own

mer

PERSONAL.
Mr. J. E. Saucier left yesterday for 

Cranbrook, where he will inspect the Pay 
Roll, the properties of the Theo Gold 
Copper Mines and the St. Mary Gold 
Mining company’s claims. He will be ab
sent for about a week. Mr. Saucier is in
terested in all of these properties.

Mr. W. H. Adams, manager of the 
Rambler-Cariboo Mining company, is in 
the city from Kaslo on a visit.
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. ATTACK OF TnE BOERS. AGUINALDO SAID TO BE HIDING
The British Were Taken Unawares but 

Stuck to Their Position.

North of Modder River, Dec. 11.—The 
Guards and the Highland brigade early 
last night moved from Modder river 
camp, marching in a northeasterly direc
tion. The objective point of the High
landers was the eastern spur of the Boer 
position, the Guards following the bank 
of the river, while the Yorkshire light 
infantry moved along the river side.

Just before daybreak the Highlanders 
arrived within 200 yards of the Boers’ 
entrenchments at the foot of a hill. Un
suspecting that the Boers were in the 
vicinity, the British were still marching 
in quarter column in close order, when 
they met a terrible fire from the flanks 
and . were forced to retreat with heavy 
loss. The troops reformed under shelter 
of some rising ground and gallantly held 
their position. Later the Gordons arrived 
and the troops gradually worked their 
way to within 300 yards of the Boer posi
tion.

In the meanwhile a naval gun at the 
Modder river, the Howitzer batteries and 
the artillery opened a terrific fire, en
filading the trenches and searching every 
portion of the Boer position. The Boer 
guns were entirely silent. In the mean
while the Boers on the open ground di
rectly in front movçd with the object of 
making a flank attack, but this was frus
trated by the Guards and artillery. The 
Boers recommenced shelling in the even
ing, but no damage was done.

The British slept on their positions. It 
is expected there will be a renewal of 
fighting tomorrow. Tne losses on both 
sides were very heavy.

THE INSURGENTS ARE SAID TO BE 
AT END OF THEIR RESOURCES.

American Troops Still Pursuing the Rem- 
nant of Tinto’s Command—Spanish 
Prisoners Released.

Washington, Dec. 13.—General Otis re
ports from Manila the insurgents 
the end of their resources from

are at 
a military

point of view, and are wilting away befor, 
the rapid advance of the American troops 
at all points. General Young reports his 
extreme northern torces eaptureaand property, with all the insurgent I 

transportation, and released all the Span- ] 
.ish prisoners in that section, to the num
ber of about 2,000. Our casualties 
two wounded. Our troops are still 
suing the remnant of Tinto’s command. 
March reports from Ca,»n on the 7th in
stant, that he has destroyed Aguinaido's 
body guard, killed General Gregorio Pilar, 
received the surrender of General Con
cepcion and staff, killed and wounded 52 
insurgents, released 575 Spanish prisoners, 
including 150 friars, and captured consid
erable property. His loss was two tilled 
and nine wounded.

“My information is that Aguinaldo hag 
disguised his individuality, abandoned hia 
troops and is in hiding in the province of 
Benguet.”

pur-

GENERAL DEPILAR KILLED.

Progress of the Campaign in the Philip, 
pine Islands.

Manila, Dec. 13.—A dispatch just re
ceived from Cervantes says Major Marah 
completely routed General Depilar’a 
force on December 2nd, in a fight in a 
mountain pass 3,000 feet above the sea. 
Delpilar was killed, two Americans were 
killed and nine wounded. On December 
3rd, Major Marsh was about 24 hours be
hind Aguinaldo, who had believed he had 
found an inaccessible refuge. Aguinaldo, 
who was greatly affected on hearing of 
the death of his chief of staff, instantly 
prepared for flight.

General Wauchope Killed.

London, Dec. 13.—The war office has 
received the folowing dispatch from Gen
eral Forestier-Walker:

Cape Town, Dee. 12.—Methuen wires 
that General Wauchope was tilled in ac
tion yesterday.

Major-General Andrew C. Wauchope, 
C. B., C. M. G., was- a high distinguisned 
officer of the British army. He was brig
adier-general commanding the first brig
ade of the Egyptian expeditionary force 
in 1898, He entered the army in 1865, was 
promoted colonel in 1889, served in the 
Ashanti war in 1873, in the Egyptian war 
in 1882, in. the Soudan expedition of 1884, 
and in the Nile expedition in 1884-85. 
General Wauchope has been wounded 
four times, three times severely.

Orange River, Cape Colony, Dec. 13.— 
Three hundred and twenty wounded men 
have arrived here from Modder river.

General Wauchope, of the Black Watch, 
commanded the Highland brigade with 
General Methuen's column. He curved 
in Ashantee, Egypt and the Soudan. He 
was frequently mentioned in dispatches, 
and twice contested1 Midlothian, once 
against Mr. Gladstone. He was a great 
favorite in the army.

METHUEN’S PROGRESS.

He Shelled a Strong Boer Position—The
Attack Failed.

London, Dec. 13. The war office has 
received the following dispatch from Gen. 
Methuen, dated December 12:

“Our artillery shelled a very strong po
sition held by the enemy in a long high 
kopje, from 4 until dusk, Sunday. It 
rained hard last night. The Highland 
brigade attacked at daybreak on Mon
day, the south end of the kopje. Thq at
tack was properly timed but failed. The 
Guards were ordered to protect the High
land right and rear. The cavalry and! 
mounted infantry, with a howitzer artil
lery battery, attacked thfe enemy on the 
left and tbe Guards on the right, support
ed by field artillery. They shelled the 
position from daybreak, and at ,11:15 I 
sent tbe Gordons to support the High
land' brigade. The troops field their own 
in front of the enemy’s entrenchments 
until dusk, the position extending, in
cluding the kopje, for a distance, of six 
miles, towards the Modder river. Today 
am holding my position and entrenching 
myself. I had to face at least 12,000 men. 
Our loss was great.

ENTRENCHING HIMSELF.

General Methuen’s Position May Become 
Precarious.

London, Dec. 13.—Some alarm is ex
pressed at the situation of Methuen. The 
Westminster Gazette says: “If England 
ever needed a victory it is now and it is 
to Buller that the country looks for this 
victory.” The other papers abuse the 
government for its “complacent optim
ism” and inability to grasp the strength 
of the enemy. Considerable significance 
attaches to General Methuen’» statement 
that he is entrenching himself, indicating 
fear that the Boers may follow up the ad
vantage, adopt the offensive and attack 
him. Indeed the gravity of the situation 
from the British point of view can hardly 
be overestimated, 
long lines of communication to Deaar are 
most vulnerable. Should they be cut 
General Methuen would find himself in a 
very tight place if only from lack of sup
plies.

A BASELESS FABRICATION.

Sensational Report That Boer Agents 
Tried to Blow Up the Leander.

Victoria, Dec. 13.—(Special.)—A sensa
tional report gained circulation, last night, 
being set traveling by two of the cruiser's 
crew, that an effort had been made to de
stroy H. M. S. Leander during her recent 
occupancy of Esquimalt dock, presumably 
by Boer agents visiting the naval yard 
in the guise of tourists. Briefly it was 
said that the infernal machine had been 
found beneath the vessel on Tuesday 
morning, having providentally failed to 
perform its mission. This report has 
been traced to George Carter of Dodweu 
& Co., limited, who was told it by two 
blue jackets of the Leander. It is em
phatically, positively and unqualifiedly 
denied by Captain Fegan and the officers 
of the Leander, who left the dock this 
afternoon, and by Captain. Deveiteaux, 
the dockyard superintendent.

General Methuen’s

No Further Details.

London, Dec. 13.—Tne war office yester- 
-day received the following message from 
General Forestier-Walker: “Cape Town, 
Tuesday.—No 
Methuen. From Orange river it is re
ported that 230 wounded, including 27 
officers, have arrived there from the Mod
der river. Gatacre is moving from Bush
man’s Hoek fo Stei^strom today. The 
magistrate at Steikstrom wires that the 
situation there has sliglbtly improved. 
Many of the missing have turned up.

ADVANCE ON COLENSO.

General Buller Has Actually Begun His 
March.

London, Dec. 13.—South of Molteno, 
it is said Bushman’s Hoek is impregnable. 
The Boers decline to furnish the names of 
the killed or wounded. They say they 
buried the dead and are sending the 
prisoners to Bloemfontein. The Boer loss 
on Sunday is reported, to have been four 
killed and 20 .wounded. Probably this is 
correct and no genuine attack was de
livered by General Gatacre’s troops, who 
were completely surprised while in 
column. The British apparently rushed 
up the nearest hill without ordera or 
knowing wnere the enemy was and being 
so exhausted from long marches they 
were unable to accomplish anything. 
General Buber’s advance in the direction 
of Colenso seems to have actually com
menced.

further details from

Gatacre is Safe.

London, Dec. 13.—The news from Gen
eral Gatacre shows that no anxiety is 
felt for the safety of his remaining troops, 
who have been withdrawn to good posi
tions along the railroad south of Molt
eno. It is said that Bushman’s Hoek is 
impregnable.

Mr. J. R. Mackintosh of the B. C. 
mine, Grand Forks, is in town.

A Good Investment
Bi( four (onscliiited

Capital $250,000A TRAITOROUS CABINET.

The (Jape Government Enabled College 
■ Pupils to Join the Boer-Army.

London, Dec,. 13.—A dispatch to the 
Central News says that the Schreiner min
istry at the Cape gave passes to the 
Orange Free State pupils attending coton- 
ial colleges, who wanted to go home and 
tight the British. As a result, Sir Alfred 
Milner, governor of Cape Colony, is edn- 
sidering the dismissal of Schreiner and 
his colleague».

One mile west of P. O., and the best 
buy in Rossland at the price, viz: pooled 
shares 3 cents for treasury purposes only, 
and treasury shares 4 cents, which1 is all 
intact. We are crosscutting 
and the ore body will soon be reached 
and shipping begun, when large capital 
that is waiting development will come in, 
and small investors get big returns. As
says from (1.20 to $800 in all values.

P. O. Box 545; office, Columbia avenue, 
two doors above Masonic hall. Please call

No. 2 vein,

More Troops Urged.

London, Dec. 13.—The Morning Post's 
military expert in today’s issue, refers 
thus to General Gatacre’s defeat. ‘We 
urged a month ago that a second British 
army corps should be sent slowly. The,
fifth and sixth divisions have been put in,and investigate and see samples, 
motion, but the former will arrive too 
late to render effective help at this i ROSSLAND, B. C.time."

THE BATTLE OF MAGERSFONTEIN
Splendid Position and 

the British Were Unable to Dislodge 
Them—The Enemy Greatly Out

numbered the Forces of 
Lord Methuen.

Boers Were in a

z

London, Dec. 14,—(4:45 a. m.)—Each tained their position. This was on the 
important battle seems to bring a reverse ^ ^ ^ GuaJ.dg, brigade ad.
for the British, and the papers this morn- Tanced acro6a the veldt against the out
ing sorowfully admit that Lord Methuen’s side trenches and fought an invisible foe
check at Magersfontein is the most seri- for 15 boars.

, , At 11 in the morning the Gordon High-
ous event the war has yet produced. I were œnt forward; the Boers al-

The Morning Post says: “We have had lowed them to pass one line of trenches, 
our day of humiliation appointed for us, and then enfladed them. We raked the 
.„<■ let „ -ce-,, «■ hmnbty erf -to, > 
and be better and stronger for the lesson nightfall.” 
it has taught us. This last reverse will 
make us a fresh' butt in Europe. There 
was never a more apt occasion to prove 
to Europe what we are worth.” London, Dec. 14.—A special dispatch

The position Lord Methuen assumed is from Pretoria, by way of Lorenzo Mar- 
thus described by a correspondent: “The quez, says: “vvmie the battle of Magers- 
Magersfontein range terminates on the fontein was proceeding, the Free State 
east with ah abrupt saddle rock some 150 artillery engaged an armored train along 
feet high. The Boer entrenchments are the railway line toward Belmont. Forty- 
all around this whole front. The posiTion «ne prisoners belonging to the First bat- 
,s some two miles long, due east and west, talio.a of the Gordon Highlanders have 
The western ends of the trenches follow Just traversed Jacÿsdal ro the last at-
TT ’ ,, ,__• . , „rr < tack on Surprise Hill three leading Pre-t e contour o e ’ pj , toria townsmen were killed, and several
retreat. others were wounded, causing great sor-

It is estimated here that Lord Me- rQW here » 6
thuen’s forces amounted to 11,000 men, 
and perhaps more. No reliable estimate 
of his losses has yet been received. They 
are believed to have been a least 450.

All the papers comment Upon the ex
treme gravity of the situation, and upon 
the momentous decision Lord Methuen 
now has to take, whether to remain at 
Modder river or retire on Orange rive;;.

The Times says: “At least 30,000 ad
ditional men must be sent out. The /en
tire available reserve must be called put, 
and the militia and volunteers t 
account. Efforts must be made to in
crease the local colonial forces, and fartner 
offers of troops from Canada and other 
colonies must be sougnt and accepted.''

The Standard, which comments upon 
the “seemingly'astonishing number of the 
Boers,” is drawn to the conjecture that a 
substantial portion of the Boer com
mandos have been recruited from the 
Cape Dutch. All eyes are now turned 
hopefully to General Buller, who, taking 
into account the troops with General 
White in Ladysmijtfi, has altogether 30,060 
men.

The Standard says: “At this moment 
there must be few men in Her Majesty's, 
dominions who have as great a weight of 
cares upon them as General Buller car
ries on his shoulders.”

A dispatch from Boer sources says that 
Kimberley remained quiet during -tne 
battle of Magersfontein,

A Side Skirmish.

SHOULD BE LOOKED AFTER.

Lorenzo Marquez Is Rapidly Becoming a 
Transvaal Emporium.

London, Dec. 14.—The Cape Town cor
respond of the Times says: “There is 
great dissatisfactcion with the condition 
of affairs at Ddagoa Ba.y, as Lajrenzo 
Marquez is rapidly becoming a regular 
Transvaal emporium, and is becoming the 
headquarters for Transvaal agents of ev
ery description, who are able to commun
icate freely with other agents and with 
Europe. 'The importation of machinery 
and materials required from the state 
worked mine», of explosives for the gov
ernment factory and even of actual am
munition, has been enormously increased 
by the practical impossibility of conduct
ing a thorough search of foreign vessels, 
professedly conveying food.

“The coucrse adopted by the Imsprial 
government is regarded as tending ser
iously to prolong the war and to benefit 
foreign shippers at the expense of the 
British, who, in any case, are not able 
to trade with tfie 
in the present state of affairs, is more 
useful to" the Boers than if it were ac
tually in Transvaal territory.”

: T, •:'« enemy. Delagoa Bay,

LARGE NUMBER OF BOERS.

They Outnumbered Lord Methuen’s 
Forces Three to One.

London, £>ee. 14.—The special corre
spondent of the Daily Mail at Modder riv
er, in describing the fighting, says: “Tfie 
Boers' trenches extended far beyond the 
kopje and the open plain. Those on the 
plain were hidden by screens of leaves. 
Those near the kopje were guarded by a 
double line of barbed-wiré, evidently for 
fear of our storming and bayonet attack.

“We raked the kopje and trenches with 
an intense, well directed fire of 30 guns, 
including a naval gun and a howitzer bat
tery, both using lyddite., I believe they 
inflicted severe damage. The Boer pris
oners report that one Lyddite shell fell 
among 40 men, only five of whom escaped 
unhurt. Others shells burst in the en
emy’s laager, causing its complete destruc
tion.

“The Boers are still in larger forcé than 
we found them at Modder river, outnum
bering us by almost three to one. The 
Transvaalers are apparently dominating 
in their military councils, although in a 
minority.”

■ A“-
BKIT1SH CASUALTIES.

They Include the Marquis of Winchester 
and Other Officers. -uoi.

Modder River, Dec. 12.—The British 
casualties included the Marquis of Win
chester, major of the second battalion of 
the Coldstream Guards, who was killed, 
and Colonel Dowriham, of the first battal
ion of the Gordon Highlanders, who was 
mortally wounded. When the Highland
ers met the murderous point blank fire of 
the Boers, about 200 were mowed down, 
and the Black Watch regiment, on reform
ing, was only able to muster about 140 
men. The Boers also lost severely in ahe 
trenches and also in the -wire entangle
ments when they came into the open in 
an attempt to make a flank on the. Brit
ish.

- The terrific British artillery /fire 
voked no response except from the Boer 
rifles, until nearly 4 o’clock in tbe after
noon, when the Gordon Highlanders form
ed up to renew the attack on the en
trenched kopje. They advanced with the 
utmost gallantry to the attack, close to 
the place where lay their dead and wound
ed comrades of the Highlanders’ brigade. 
The enemy opened with a heavy shrapnel 
fire as the British advanced, and it was 
found physically impossible to take the 
Boer trenches. The British got within 
200 yards, but could not get nearer. It 
was here that Colonel Downbam fell. The 
Boers had free recourse to barb wire'en
tanglements, which offered great obstacles 
even after the damage inflicted by the 
British artillery fire.

This morning (Tuesclay) both sides oc
cupied tbe positions they held before the 
battle. Tbe greatest bravery was dis
played by both officers and men. The 
wounded include Lieutenant-Colonel A. E. 
Fodrington and Captain Sterling, both of 
the first battalion of the. Coldstfeam

pro-

More Troops for the Cape.

London, Dec. 14.—The Associated Press 
understands that the war office yesterday 
(Wednesday) decided in consequence of 
Lord Methuen’s losses at Magersfontein, 
to mobilize the eighth division in reserve 
and to send the seventh division to the 
Cape. Certain foreign stations will prob
ably be garrisoned- with militia, and if 

volunteers will be called tonecessary
take the places of the militia at home. It 
is also .likely that the militia reserve will 
be sent to join their respective battalions 
and the war office intends to order four 
more battalions of militia for permanent 
duty.

BOER LOSS WAS LARGE.

Lord Methuen Gives an Account of His 
Recent Movements.

Guards.
A detachment of the Beers posted 

among some thick bushes to the east, 
maintained a most destructive fire on our 
right. With the remarkable talent for tak
ing cover which the Boers always display, 
tney were, generally speaking, virtually 
invisible, and although the enemy^s. ar
tillery was practically silenced, this rifle 
tire was so persistent and concentrated, 
as well as unusually well aimed, thaï it 

absolutely impossible for the British

London, Dec. 13.—General Forestier- 
Walker, telegraphing from Cape Town at 
3:30 p. m. today, sends the following dis
patch from Lord Methuen, dated Modder 
River, Tuesday, Decern De r 12th, 7:30 p. 
m.; “As the Boers occupied their trench
es strongly this morning, I retired in per
fect order here, where I am in security. 
I have gathered from some of the prison
ers and from our men with the ambul- 

who talked with the Boers, thatances,
the enemy’s losses were terrible, some 
corps being completely wiped out. The 
Boers have been most kind to my wound-

was
infantry to take the position by assault. 
At the first advance of the Highlander, 
the Boers' shooting, probably owing ,-to 
the darkness, was somewhat high, other
wise . the British losses would! have been 
still heavier.

ed.”
Fighting Now in Progress. 

Pretoria, Monday, Dec. 11—An official 
“A battle at Modder riverreport says: 

began yesterday, heavy firing occurred 
between 3:30 a. m. and 2:30 p. m., with 
cannon, Maxims and rifle». A bombard
ment began at 4:30 o’clock, and the fight
ing continues. A balloon has just arisen 
above the British position, where it re
mained 10 minutes and descended. At 9 
o’clock this morning a further report was 
received from the Modder river.

“A dispatch rider brought word that 
all the Boer positions had been maintain
ed and that 41 British prisoners had been 
taken. At 9:30 o’clock it wee reported 
that the heavy cannonade somewhat abat
ed. The British are constantly using 
their balloon. The fighting was still go-

JULIAN RALPH’S ACCOUNT.

The Greatest Loss of the Day Occurred 
in a Minute.

Dec. 14.—Mr. Julian Ralpn, 
describing the battle at Magersfontein, 
in a special dispatch to the Daily Mail, 
says: “The Boers were entrenched at
Magersfontein, four miles from Modder 
river. At dawn Monday the Highlanders, 
advancing across the veldt, were suddenly 
subjected to a murderous fire from the 
trenches, about 200 yards in front. The 
greatest part of the fearful loss of the 
day was thus suffered in a single minute.

“Startled and overwhelmed, tbe brigade 
retired quickly, hut soon rallied and re- ing on at noon.

London,

Hi
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GRAND FORKS WELLIÛENCE
PKÜG-develupment work in

KESti IN BOUNDARY MINES.

The Ore in tbe Sunset, on Copper Moun- 
75 Feet—Prospects of atain, Down 

Great Mine in Sight.

Grand Forks, B. C., Dec. 6.-(Special.) 
D G Evans, superintendent of the Earth
quake, north fork of the Kettle river, re
ports that recent development work on 
the property has produced very satisfac- 
tory results. When he took charge a 
crosscut tunnel was run 86 feet into the 
ride of the mountain before anting a 
winze 20 feet. Near the face of tbe tun
nel the ledge was also crosscut for a dis
tance cf 62 feet before sinking a winze 25 
feet deep. At the foot of this winze 
there is a drift 12 feet long, neither wall 
having been encountered. Recent assays 
gave returns of (10.15, (17.20 and (20 in all
values. _ _

J. R. Mackintosh of the B. C. mine, 
Summit camp, states that within a few 
weeks 40 men will be needed at the mine 
to sort ore on the dumps. Regular ship
ments will then be made to the Trail 
smelter. The main working shaft has now 
attained a depth of 220 feet. First-class 
ore has been taken from the winze on the 
150-foot level. The railway brack has 

been laid to the mine.
Fred Knight, superintendent of tne 

Bonanza mine of ivnight’s camp, north 
fork of the Kettle river, brings down the 
intelligence that the wagon road has been 
extended five miles from Bannock City 
to the cairip. A Boiler and pumping 

plant will be instaued within a few weeks 
when the work of sinking the main work
ing shaft will be resumed.

A contract for extending t'bie working 
tunnel on the Pay Ore will be let shortly.

Harry Stevenson, a prominent rancher 
and mining man of Princeton, is here. 
He says the main working shaft in the 
Sunset on Copper mountain, owned by 
R. A. (Volcanic) Brown, Dr. Averill and 
Smith Cnrtis, as shareholders in the 
Sunset Copper company, is down nearly 
75 feet, and tbe ore is improving in char
acter very day. He expresses the opin
ion that the Sunset will make a great

The Humming Bird will shortly ship the 
its dump to the Trail or Nelson 

smelter. The C. P. R. will be asked to 
put in a siding above Niagara.

The first snow fall of the season in the 
Kettle river' valley took place yesterday. 
The surrounding country, including tne 
mountains, presented a decidedly] wintry 
appearance.

Con. Cosigriff has just finished assess
ment work on the Amy claim on the 
north fork of the Kettle river. There is 
a 35-foot tunnel and a 20-foot shaft on 
the property. He recently /discovered an 

adjacent and parallel ledge, which he 
claims to be eight feet wide on the sur-

. i * H
A rich strike of ore was made last 

week in the lower workings of the Golden 
Eagle on the north fork of the Kettle 
river. Several assays of 23 per cent cop
per and (7 in gold values were obtained.

GREENWOOD INTELLIGENCE.

Mineral Development in Progress in the 
Boundary Country.

ore on

face.

Greenwood, B. C., Dec. 11.—[Special.] 
—There is good looking $»re on the drift 
of the crosscut on the . Sailor at Camp 
McKinney very similar-Aq^-tbat of the 
Waterloo and parts oÊÿîkff-pzriboa.The 
new vein on the strike lls ijSe feet wide, 
and was made at 40 feéV on the drift at 
the 75-foot level. They swe going to sink 
to the 150-foot level a.nfl?'drift again. The 
company will probably pat in a 
pres ;or plant in the spring. A complete 
assay plant has been installed.

The Kamloops is putting in a steam 
hoist similar to that of the Sailor, and 
will drift for the Minnehaha vein. There 
is nice looting ore on the 200-foot level. 
The mill is all ready, but delay is being 
experienced’ on account of some of tbe 
machinery being delayed on the way from 
Peterborough.,

Tbe Lemon, about two miles east of 
Camp McKinney, and owned by Omaha 
parties, has ordered a five-stamp mill 
from Hamilton. The Rover, owned by 
the same company, is sinking, and is now 
down 40 feet, to catch the Sailor lead.

The big strike on the Dayton claim be
tween the forks of Rock creek has creat
ed a great deal of excitement and parties 
are constantly going out to see tbe prop
erty and bringing back specimens. The 
ore is exceedingly rich, and there is said 
to be about eight feet of the vein. The 
owners are-holding it at (60,000.

It is rumored -that there is a deal où in 
the east for the Granite and Banner 
properties at Camp McKinney.

The Deadwood Gold-Copper company 
has made an important strike on the St. 
Lawrence mineral claim, which joins the 
Mother Lode on the north. They started 
a week or ten days ago to dko surface 
work, and disclosed a very fine showing 
of surface ore similar in character to that 
of the Mother Lode. The width has not 

determined. The men are 
now engaged in stripping the 
and 12 or 15 feet of fine looting ore has 
been disclosed. It is supposed that the 
St.. Lawrence has a continuation of the 
Mother Lode vein.

com-

yet been
vein.

MR. R. C. CLUTE.

Dominion Government Commissioner on 
the Labor Question Coming Here.

Mr. R. C. Clute, Q. C., of Toronto, who 
was recently appointed by the Dominion 
government to enquire into the employ
ment of alien labor in this province in 
response to a request from the Sandon 
Miners’ Union, and whose commission 
embraces an enquiry into tbe labor ques
tion generally, will be in Rossand shortly 
to obtain evidence under oath upon which 
to base his report.

Mr. Clute has examined a good many 
witnesses at Sandon and is now bidding a 
sittings at Nelson. When he has conclud
ed his business in the latter place he 
proposes to come to Rossland. The com
missioner will probably not arrive here un- 
till-next week. At the session held by Mr. 
Clute at Sandon both the mine owners 
and the men were represented and evi
dence was taken on the labor situation in 
the province generally.

Mr. Frank Smith of the Toronto World, 
left for Vancouver last evening.
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