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existence within territories of the same nation—terri-
tories lying near to one another, siiks in climale,
uatural produgtions, and the secial condition of their
inhabitantswihe oxistence, be said, withia such terri-
-tories of a multiplioity of laws, each having s distinot,
loeal application upon almost every question of human
rights; and of & plurality of courts —each peculiarly
coustituted, and having its peeuliar rules of practice—
administering those laws, hsmpered the ‘ordinary
administration of justice, tended to the promotion of
crime, aund seriously inconvenienced commercial inter-
course between the warious parts of these territories;
and the desirability of the contemplated Confederation
was, io his opinion, greatly heightened by the certain
prospect which it afforded of the removal of these
grievous anomalies by wcaus of judicious and remedial
action oo that score by the Federal Legislature. Tun-
depecdent local legislation in cach of a group of Pro-
vinces or Territories s0 circumstanced was, in some,
aid shose too very important, respects, a positive evil;
for it could not but result in diff:rence of laws pro-
ductive of such evil results as those to which he had just
adverted ; and such legislation bad the additional evil
effect of cherishing those local prejudices and feelings
of separate intercsts, which tend so decidedly to the
estrangement of cach member of a Confederation from
its feilows. The Island anti-confederates had-—most
unjustly and ungencrously, he was again constrained to
say—declared, again and again, thatsuch of our public
meb as advocated (onfederation had been won over to
that advocacy by the corrupting influence of Canadian
zold, and had basely, with a view to their own indivi-
dual aggrandizement and enrichment, agreed to barter
away our priceless Constitution. The charge of bribery,
whick had thus been boldly preferred against such of
the Island Deputies to Canada as had openly avowed
and advocated their convictions in favor of Confedera-
tion, were bewneath contempt or notice, although it
would be i3y to reply that perhaps Ameriean.silver
or greenbacks, had not been without thelr doreupting
and deunationalizimg effect miidngst lhe ‘wdti-eénfedel
rates. And be might 48K ‘these most -unserapulous|
calumuiators, if they wotlld' date to say that the vener-
able Archbishop Connolfy and Bishup MeKinnon, the;
gallant Geénerdl Willidmy,“the'veteran General Doyley
or Sir’faniéh Yope, ®ho' gerllked his tifent the storim
ing of the Peiho Forty] in Oaing. had been bribed intw
an advicagy 'of ‘the ‘profedsd o felidriffivh lof ohess
Provinges ?==fof ‘ope #ufl # Wt rhuse usiiently  golud)
and great men ‘wite, he wasiircud #nd happy e says
numbéered amongst ‘the' wiost'Strentous “ilvocates of
that great project. 'He. thought not 15 Butiesi to thé:
ridienlous assertion thut'the advocates-of Eonfederstion
wére prepared to ‘saerifice our pricéless: Codstitution
forth3 ‘¢atab'ishiment of «'Federdl Jaiton: ' was suffis
¢ient to refer to the termé of thie ‘@uabec  Yoheme nof
, dgah Tiion, ‘which ‘Showed uidsé clearly thut ndthing
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which originally ciroumseribed their operation; aand
80 happily controlied would it be by the General Govern-
ment or Federal Parlisment, thai no rivalty of ia-
terests could spring up between different Provinces.
A roference to the Union of Scotland with England,
s made by’ the hon. member from Bust Poing, so far
from yielding arguments against the Confederation of
the British American Provinces, afforded the strongest
in favor of it. Thegreat benefits of that national treaty
had been g werally felf and acknowledged for the last
hundr.d yeurs, From the period ofits accomplishment,
there was awakened, in Bootland, & spirit of industry
aod enterprise formerly unknown in that country ; and,
-ever sinee, the two kingdoms of England and Seotiand,
incaloulably to their ‘mutual benefits, have been grad-
ually forgetting their former subjects of discord, and
uniting cordially, as one people, in the improvement
aod defence of their common couniry—the island
which they inhabit. Scotland’s greatest grievance,
arising out of the Usnien, was that which she feltin
the deprivation of her npative and independent legisla-
ture, and her metropolis’ ceasing to be the abode of
royalty ; and, indeed, the restoration of their national
parliaments was yet eagerly desired by large sections
of the populations 6f both Seotland and Treland. Ua-
der Confederation, however, each of the Provinces
would retain its own Legislature and Government, for
the management of its own local affairs, limited in-
power ‘only to such an extent &8 would prevent its
operating in fayor of its.own prosperity at the espeunse
of any of the others. Of the advantages of Union, the
United States, since their attainment of independesce
—notwithstandiog their late dissstrous dislocation
and narrow escape from complete dismrmberment—
afforded the most conclusive evidenge, by their increase
in area, wealth, and physical sirength, having pro-
‘gressed, in each of these particulars, tosuch an extent
as has exgcited the. wonder and admiration vf the world.
—Sowre:0f our Island: ansirconfedesates, bagd exexpised
thieir witiaad talents in-disparkgeentiand ridjoule of
"&he'gim‘yr,.argumbuk,féame}hﬂuwcn;}k ot g

own:partyhe did net think thes; any.man; 93&5%3;5’%?3
truly be 8sid to have; a cauntoy, orito deserse 1o b
-ond, who could not rejoiceand glovy in the . palriotig
and-cmiobling recolleetionsof mpeesiral yirtpes 3o

rerawn: *They .who Jaughedo atgthe glory argument
kuewhitsoiolof: whitthad cesblid direas Britaiv Jo-biast
that thulshu never: smw%bﬂﬁﬁﬂmlwyién;d Lhat
vhe sound ofbes drums.babealweye) been, . either the
prelitde to victary; orithe-anubunoement of its, gloripus
agoomplishmest. . Underi theglorions, sule. of Brifain
He wasbora) ind vndar it e wold dig Lo Anglo Saxon
genius posserbteof scisnce ivarelinsgrutable; and.to
AvglosSazon petseveranee; kntetpise, skill, and bra-
very,’ néthing withio theliewads; ¢§:-human; power. was
wadttainables The pracsitability of o, Coplederation
of whe Provindes: and | Terxitories; of (British North
Ameridan, . te. their | ntmost; extent, and, limis, info.
:‘grdat ‘natidual power, is,: miflhwespeet. to geqgraphical

i
’ J=Colldtitations. ' The powers)

which, by that Scheiie, if Sarried into efiwev; would bel

given to the’ Foléral Lezidlhture were 'sueh 'as:wrulds
neither require, nor necessitate, a nulification of the
several separate Proviucial Constitutions, although
separate legislation under those several Constitutions
would certainly be restricted to certain classes of sub-

‘diffieulties, fadt coaging t6 biregarded as s ure vision-
iary idedi-u: Tha: empine. of nhichmi;,.‘.\gm;g: '%’qpm

the - fopudstiod; wauld -dn: satend..be mfe;xﬁgJ y
to those of Russia, Chipa, and Brazil, and, in com-

manding position, its advaniages would be equal
to those of all the three combined. The people of the
United States had not been slow to perceive &ll that;

jects, and confined within narrower limits than those

and twice, with & view to a forcible annexation of these



