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countries it will come into unaveidable collision with the capitalist
world still remaining, whiech will endeavor to erush with blood and
iron, the attempt of the workers to liberate themselves. Therefore,
even after the Revolution we must understand,that there will be, in
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By what means is the Communist world order to be established ?
How are we to attamn it?”’

The answer of the Communist Party
“Phrough the dictatorship of the proletariat.” ,

““‘Dictatorship’’ means & power as strong as iron, a power which
gives no quarter to its enemies. ‘‘Thé dictatorship of the proletariat’’
means the government of the working ¢lass which abolishes the land-
owners and capitalists. . )

A workers’ government can only be produeed by a so¢ial revolu-
tion of the working class; a revolution which will destroy the capital-
jst state and erect on its ruins a new power, the power of the working
Aass and the poor peasants who support the workers’ government.

We Communists, therefore, stand for a workers’ government un-
til the workers have gained complete eontrol over their adversaries ;
until they have crushed the entire employing class and knocked out its
pride, and until the employing class itself has given up all hopes of

ever again comhing into power.
Of course, it will be said: ‘‘Then you Communists are believers

to these questions 18:

in forcel”’
We shiall answer: Most cerfainly ; but our relief is in revolutionary
_donwineed-shat by soft words the workers will gair

i No good will eome of eonciliation. §

ich will overthrow capitalism ana

rEeo ibérate the working classms: w
very mmmg force against the former govern-
“ment. Force was used against the tyrannical landlords and Czar in
the Russian Revqlution of March, 1917, and in the Revolution of
November, 1917, force was used against the capitalists by the work-
y. Such foree—the use of force against

ers, peasants and soldier
from

those who are oppressing millions of workers—is not merely free
evil: it is sacred.

Moreover, the workng elass is obliged to use its power against the
capitalists even after Capitalism has been openly overthrown, for even
after the workers have destroyed the capitalist state, the ecapitalist
class still exists. Tts members by no means disappear all- at onee. On

¢ the contrary, they still hope for the return of the old regime and are
prepared to make any kind of an alliance against victorious workers.

The experiences of the Russian Revolution furnish convincing
proof of this. In November, 1917, the workers eliminated the capitalist
class from all share in the government, but the Capitalists did not
throw up the sponge; they agitated against-the workers, mustéring all
their forees, and using every means to overthrow the workers’ gov-
ernment and recapture power. They organized sabotage, procured a
counter-revolutionary strike of government officials and employees;
they mobilized the troops of Dutov. Kaledin, Korniloy, Semenov, and
caMed for help to the armies of foreign Capitalism in Germany, Japan
and elsewhere. Thus the Russian experiences have proved that even
after what seems a decisive vietory the workers® government is forced
to resist attack by powerful enemies from abroad who streteh out
helping hands to the fallen capitalists at home.

A thoughtful survey of the position reveals to us that Russia is the
only eountry in whieh the proletariat has yet overthrown the bour-
geois state. The rest of the world is still possessed by capitalist ex-
ploiters. Soviet Russia, with her workers’ and peasants’ government,
is Jike a tiny island in the stormy ocean.of capitalism. Should the
, vietory of the Russign workers be followed by the vietory of the Ger-
mian and Austrian workers, there would still remain the other great
robber states of Capitalism. Should the entire Capitalism of Eurcpe

ive way under the hamther stroke of the working class, there would
remain the Capitalism of Asia, headed by Japan, and the Capita-
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ism in awhich the Wworkers will be faced by a hard struggle against
their enemies both at home and abroad.

For this struggle it is necessary to have a rigid, widespread, and
firmly-welded grganization completely equipped. for the struggle. The
Proletarian state, the Workers’ Government, provides this organiza-
tion. Like every other state that of the working class is an organiza-
tion of the ruling class. In this case the ruling class is the worknig -
dlass. and its organization is at once a defense against Capitalism and
the means which will finally destroy it.

Those who shrink from the establishment of such a power are not
revolutionaries. The assumption that every kind of power must be vie-
jous is arrant bonsence. The power used by the rich, the power used
by the capitalists against the workers, has for its object the mainten-
ance of the predatory capitalist system. The power used by the work-
ers against the capitalists has the opposite aim of liberating millions
of workers from the yoke of Capitalism, and the freenig of humanity

tion of workers and collectons on which the huiman race had been en-
gaged for thousands of years. - The rigid mechanism of the proleta-
rian dictatorship is essential for the success of the Revolution and to
secure the perod of establishing the Communist social order.

It is clear that in this period of transition, the working class must
strain every nerve in the struggle with its miany adversaries, and that
the only organization through which it can attain to vietory is one in
which the workers and the poor peasants are banded together. Could
this organization resist the attack of foreign imperialists without hav-
ing control of the home government and arfay? Certainly not.

‘How will it be possible to force the capitalists to submit to gov-
ernment by the workers and to all worts of eonfiscations unless the
working class is in possession of the means to foree the rich to do their

duty. ;
Members of the employing class have been for o long accustomec

to live in idlenéss exploiting the workers, that even after Capitalism
erthrown in évery country they will endeavor to evade
) ass, They will have to be foreed to

Men for organizing the busi-

from annexationist wars, which entail the savage pillage and destruc-

»

from the manufactureérs;

B8 ehops produced by the peasan-

try ; and secure a fair distribution of corn, manufactured goods, agri-
cultural implements and machinery.

However, the small usurer and war profiteer may refuse to serve

‘the community and may say : “1 am my own master.”” Thus work-

ers and poor peasants must force them to obey, and they must coerce
in the same way theb ig capitalists and the former landowners, gen-

erals and officers. 2

The more perilous the pesition of the workers’ revolution, the
greater the number of its enemies; the more firm must be the revolu-
tionary rule of the workers and of the poor pvn'sams, the more ener:
getic the dictatorship, The power in the hands of the workers is the
axe which. they must hold in readiness against the attacks of the cap-
ialist ¢lass. Tn the communistie social order, when the capitalists
will exist no'more and all class distincetions will have disappeared,
when there will be no more peril from within or from without—then
there will be no more necessity for this axe. But we are in the period
‘of transition now, when the enemies around usare showing their teeth,
and are ready to drown in blood the whole working elass movement.
To prove this one nwed but reehll the shooting of the workers in Fin-
land and Kiev, énd the wholesale shootings of workers and peasants
ini the Ukraine and in Lettland. Tn this pério only those who are
wholly igmorant of the situation can wish to aet witheut the indispen-

sable weapon of state power.

A hue and ery is raised against the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
from two sides. On the one side from the Anarchists, for thew are
against any kind of governmment and, consequently, also against any -
Governnient of the Workers and Peasants. To them we can only say:
‘(o into a nunnery, if you gre against phrtting into the hands of the
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workers the means to coergé the bourgeoisie’ :

by the Mensheviki and the Social Revolutionaries. Though formerly
they used to advocate it, they gre, so they say, against the interference
with the privileges and liberty of the bourgeoisie. They are of the
opinion that the workers are not yet “‘ripe’’ for a dictatorship. We
can only say to them : ““Why do you not join the capitalist class wihich

i

‘wish to because they would have to-own that they are in opposition to

i

On the other side the Dictatorship of the Proletariat is attacked = - :

.| you Yove so much and which you are trying to protect ¥’ They do-nos -
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