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[ISH INSURANCE COMPANTES IN 1869.

b give below a statement, showing the fluc-
of the shares of the British Stock Com-
doing business in Canada, for the past three
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North British and Mercantile.

Northern Assurance ...,

Phanix

Loudon Assurance Corporation. ...
Queen

Liverpool and London and Globe.

London and Lancashire Life..

Priton Medical Life Association...

| City of Glasgow Life. ......

| Commercial Unon ..
Life Association u‘f“g(l;)(‘lnlnl

Scottish Provincia

Imperial Fire...
Standard...

Guardian
Lancashire

Royal

par value of the shares.of the
{found by refc
tock List.
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ahove companies
tring to the Insuranee Table in our

NOTES ON THE TRADE OF 1869

BREADSTUFFS,

now known that the wheat crop of 1869
r-than that of 1868, throughout Canada
~In all (e leading markets

world there is such an accumulation of
uffs as could only arise from a vast increase
uction. The recéipts at five of the prinei-
ited States Lake Ports, for the yeur, up .to

92,545,940

87,011,997

80,055,222

83,201,699
ing an increase ca :I. millions on last
nd twelve millions on the previous year.
ks in all the principal markets of the
States, excépt Califorrtia, at the iniddle of
, Was over :r millions of bushels,

increased in one mofith about 3 millions,

sales of wheat at San Francisco for 1869
011,020 sacks of 100 Ibs., being nearly one

sacks more than in the previous year.

ontreal the receipts of wheat were 7

336 | ?Er lajt year—a very large per centage of
‘whith was fiom the Western States—against ouly
9,426,879 in|the previous year.

. Ak Toronto the receipty were
aguipst acm.%:w the previogs year.
of Ae_: were some twelve thousand barrels larger
in 1869.

The receipts of wheat at, Liverpool from Sept.
7?:: —kf.;;.qw 11th, were 14,006,576, cwts. in
1869, and 9,088,002 cwts. in 1868,

The movement of flous at all the principal
poth is largdr than last ygar as well .af wheat,
‘::;H-...,..:_; @t Liverpool were nearly one willion
..s...AW. larger |n the pesiod just named; at the five
Amdpican lake ports § of a million of brls. were
takels more than in 1868; at Montrea!l the increase
wassghout 208,000 bris. ®

These factl prove conclasively an immensely
iner supply in brend, and seem fully to
justify the lop prices ruling Whether-a further
declihe of the markets may be apprehended is yn-
certdin, but 4t any rate there scems little room to
expefit & rise till the present excessive stocks are
L’ ;a.t

L:i in production, or a fuilure of crops only cap

*JR.— :—.4

worked off. however long that may take,

_L.,T. the mparket; the former result is sure to
flow from the| present extremely dull markets and
almagt profitless prices.
| GROCERIES,
THe trade in groceries is ¢artied on with a good
deal of energy in Toronto, ¢ausing this branch to
fully! maintain that rate of! progress noticeable in

othet departments.  In the leading article Sugar,

therd were ynusually greaf fluctpations arising
:::q::. distirbances in Caba; the general ten-
dency of pricks has been upaward, in all the "prin-
cipal markets, a fact which peverses the experience
of a»f..ﬂ._ previous years. About § of the world’s
::___._w. of sugur is produced in Cuba, the crop of
that gsland repching an annital total of 1,200,000
tous pf- 2,000{Ihs. Stimulated by the reports of
Cuban difficulties, always exaggerated, and the
advajlcing prices, more attention than ever ham
been ({levoted to the production of the beet,
whiclh sugar | is made in quantitics sufficient to
supply a very large percentage of the demand for
..:,ﬂx...: consumption. The estimated crop of
1869470 is 715,000 tons; in 1868-69, 628,231 tons
in _.T. -88 633,871 tons; in 1866:67, 654,237 tons.
Beet| v: zar is \now grown

from

largely in the~German
rr.r? Franep, Austria, Russia, Belgium, Poland
and Holland.| -From figures given in' the London
Matkets Review, it appears. that the
s production of this article is 3,000,000
tons of 2,400 1bs, dtilizing an ac reage of 4,800, -
000 J.._‘.J.. and employing 3,500,000 laborers,
Ther bepn a large incgease in the consump-
tion pf sugar gimultaneously with a rise in prices,
a rather anomalous

Prodigce

worl
has
eircumstance, - M

is stgted at §0,000 tons of 2,400 lbs.,
will

increase
. but this
«fully et by the greater production. Res-
pecting the growing crop, the reports from the
West. ladies jare unfavourable.
impdrtant’ point, will have a double crop, and as
figugs abovejigiven show, the beet crop will be
100,

Mauritins, an

100 tons more.
atitude

As matters have assumed a

in €uba, there seems good reason

580,645 bush., |
Tlie receipts |

to expect ample supplies and easier prices, though
it may be some time before industry is thoroughly
re-organized in that Island. The imports of Mus-
covada sugar at Toronto for 1869 were 2,557,425
lbe., and in 1868, 3,213,400 lbs,; at Montieal,
11 mouths of 1868, 87,317,182 lbs, in 1869, 27,-
205, 260.

It is claimed by the grocers of ._.c_.c:.b that
their brethren in Montreal are allowed certain
advantages peeuliar to that port in entering sugars
which are unfaig. _ The attention of the Minister
of Finance befng directed to thi¥ matter, it will
no doubt be rectified'if there be a causg.of com-
plaint.  Prices now are about §1 per Lundred 1hs
Ligher than at this date last year.

The imports of tea ot Torouto for the year 1568
were 964,421 Ibs. ; against 781,204 Ms. last year.
At Moutreal the imports for cleven months were
3,736,816 lbs. in 1868, and 6,110,451 in 1869
showing an increase in imports at these two ports
of more than three millions of pounds,

The fruit trade underwent violent fluctuations,
and raisins were especially a subject of much
speculation. The crop was a good deal below
the aferage, but it seems propable that specula-
tion had much to do with the sudden changes in
values which occured. The currant crop of 1869
is described as a fair ayerajge one. Figs have been
plentiful and of good quality. Almonds have
been scarce and dear. 1
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Resvmprion oF Srecie PAYMENTS.—Senator
Sumuer has introduced a Bill into the United .
States Senate of a very sweeping character. It
provides for the reduction of the national taxa-
tion to consolidation of the public debt, the res-
and to enlarge the
circulation of the National Banks. 1t authorizes
the issue of three new kinds of bonds, bearing
respectively 5 per cent., 4§ per cent., and 4 per
cent. interest. These are to be cain bonds, free
of taxes. The 4 per'cents Mr. Sumner recom-
mends ro run 20 to 60 years, the 4} per cents, 15
and the § per cents 10 to 40 years.
Those four per cents arc fo be forced upon the
Naflonal Bauks, and are to be issued to amy
amount that be required. The other two
diseriptions of bonds are to be limited to 500 mil-
lions each, and none of these issues are to be so

toration of specie puyments,

to 20 years,

may

made as to enlarge the aggregate of the National
Debt. The second _.!:.T;:: of the Bill —.Z:.m._..n
for increasing the the National Bauks
from 300 millions to 500 millions, and for reducing

notes ol

the greenback issues as fast as the new National
Bank notes are issued. It also provides that when
the premium on gold shall fall to 5 per cent. the
paper money shall cease to be a legal t:nder, but
shall be receivable for customs duties,

Quesec Harsor.—A statement of the Quebee
Harbor Commissioners for the past year, shows
ipts to have been $43,413.81 against $60, -

443.60 in the previons year. The expenditure is
not clearly stated, but seems to have been some-
825, -
and the lia-
re given as follows: bills payable 854,000;

what reduced. The assets, which include
946 cash, are stated at $735,087.91;
bilities a




