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ASSISTANCE TO PROSPECTORS.
Mr. J. B. Tyrrell, whose thoughtful articles we are 

always glad to publish, has recently made a practical and 
helpful suggestion. The railway companies every year 
grant special rates to sportsmen. Hundreds of towns
people, mostly the well-to-do, leave town during the fish
ing and hunting seasons. To these folk the railways 
offer special inducements. Reduced rates are given. 
Attractive folders, containing information regarding 
lake and river fishing, or describing the haunts of moose 
and deer, are widely distributed.

This policy is profitable to the railways and to those 
in search of recreation. But of infinitely greater profit 
to the country at large would it be were the railways to 
use similar means to encourage prospectors to explore 
the virgin fields of all our Provinces.

If specific geological and topographical data could be 
obtained from the railway offices, and if the inducements 
of cheap rates and special trains were held out, there is 
no doubt that many persons, now unable to afford the 
outlay, would spend their holidays not in the wanton 
destruction of animal life, but in searching for valuable 
minerals—an employment that cultivates mind and body 
alike.

A movement of this kind will meet with the warmest 
approval and co-operation of all mining men. The Can
adian Mining Institute will be able and willing to con
tribute effective assistance.

This appears to us to be one practical method of en
couraging the prospector. There are, no doubt, other 
means just as good. Therefore we shall be glad to 
receive letters from any of our readers who have given 
the subject thought.

EXPANDING MARKETS.
The Canadian Mining Journal is constantly receiv

ing enquiries for ores of rare metals. Amongst the most 
urgent enquiries have been several from the United 
States for molybednum ores. An editorial note to this 
effect in a recent issue elicited many answers. A few 
of these answers were interesting. Most of them, how
ever, were vague and meaningless. A large proportion 
of the properties referred to were totally undeveloped 
and of unknown value. Moreover, their owners were 
unwilling to spend money in ascertaining their extent 
and character, and were holding them with a view to 
effecting their sale at figures unreasonably large.

Instead of securing the opinion of a mining engineer 
who could advise concerning development and who could 
evaluate the property when developed, the owners prefer


