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they had to vote in the dark, not
knowing how the Liberals were
going to vote, or how many on the
Government side of the House
would have to vote for Senator

|
|
|

!

Power’s motion in order to secure '

the defeat of the bill, as desired
by the Government.

Killed by Premier’s Appointees.

Eleven Conservative Senators
rose to vote for the rejection of the
Government’s own measure. They
were headed by Sir Mackenzie
Bowell, an ex-Conservative Pre-
mier and the first lieutenant of the
Government leader in the Senate.
When the vote against Senator
Power’s amendment was taken 14
Liberals rose. The remaining 11
Conservatives in the chamber voted
for the bill, thus dividing the Con-
servative membership evenly. The
six months’ hoist resolution was
carried by a vote of 32 to 25, or a
majority of 7. It was thus carried
by the votes of the 11 Conservative
members who opposed the Bill.
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Had all the Conservatives who
voted supported the measure it
would have been carried. As a
matter of fact there were more
Liberal votes in the Senate for the
Bill than there were Conservative
votes in favour of it. The onus for
the defeat of the measure in the
Senate rests with senators ap-
pointed by Mr. Borden himself.
Senators Corby, Daniels, Ross,
McKay, Murphy, La Riviére and
Curry are all personal friends of
Mr. Borden, and were appointed
by him to the Senate, and all voted
against the Bill. Senators Sir
Mackenzie Bowell, McKeen, Mont-
plaisir and Bloduc are other Con-
servative friends of Mr. Borden
who opposed the measure. Had
the Conservative Senators ap-
pointed since the Government as-
sumed office and who voted against
the bill, voted with Senator Bos-
tock and the other Liberal senators
who voted against the six months’
hoist, that motion would have been
defeated and the bill would have

carried.

The Government attempted to
deceive the Ontario Conservative
members in the House interested
in the measure; it attempted to
deceive the depositors; it attempt-
ed to make political capital by
passing the bill in the Commons,
and at the same time it planned to
place on the Liberals in the Senate
the onus for defeating the bill,
and secure the killing of a measure
to which the financial allies of the
Conservative party were opposed,
and which would involve serious
trouble for the Government later
on. The plan in the last particular
mis-carried. ~ As it has turned out,
all the Government has succeeded
in doing is to make enemies of the
Farmers’ Bank depositors, to
arouse the resentment of, at least,
a score of Ontario members against

this attempt at double-crossing,:

and to emphasise once more the
fact that shallow political expe-
diency and not. honest statesman-
ship, is the distinguishing char-
acteristic of the present adminis-
tration.
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