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THE MOST INGENIOUS ALIBL
s

- BY A BARRISTER.

A gentleman, followed by a groom in 
livery, rode up to an hotel in the west 
of England one evening, a little before 
dusk. He told the landlord that he 
should be detained by business in that 
part of the country for a tew days, and 
wished to know if there were any 
amusements going on in the town to 
fill up the intervals of time. The land
lord replied that it was their race and 
assize week, and that he would, there
fore, be at no loss to pass away his 
leisure hours.

On the gentleman making answer 
that this was fortunate, for *§t he was 
fond of hearing trials, the other said 
that a very interesting trial for robbery 
would come off on the next day, on 
which peop’e’s opinions were much 
divided, the man himself resolutely 
declaring that he was in a distant part 
of the kingdom at the time of the 
robbery.

Accordingly they went into court 
the next morning and, through the 
landlord's interest with the officers of 
the court, the gentleman was shown to 
a seat on the bench.

While the evidence was p oceeding 
against him the prisoner had remained 
with his eyes fixed on the ground, 
seemingly very much depressed, till, on 
being called on for his detpnee, he 
looked up, and, seeing the stranger, 
suddenly fainted. Coming to himself, 
and being asked the cause of his be
haviour, he said :

*• My lord, J see a person who can 
save my life j* that gentleman,” point
ing to the: tranger, “can prove I am 
innocent, might I only have leave to 
put a few questions to him.”

The eyes of the whole court were 
now turned upon the gentleman, who 
said he felt in a very awkward situation 
to be so called upon, as he did not 
remember ever to have seen the man 
before, but that he would answer any 
question put to him.

“Well, then,” said the man, “ don't 
you remember landing at Dover at 
such a time ? ”

To this the gentleman answered that 
he had landed at Dover not long be
fore, but that be could not tell whether 
it was oo the day mentioned or not 

“Well,” said he “but

and trousers carried your trunk to the 
hotel?”

To this he answered that erf course 
some person had carried his trunk for 
him, but that he did not know what 
dress he wore.

“ But,” said the prisoner, “ don't you 
remember that the person who went 
with you from the boat told you a story 
ot his having been in the navy, and 
that he showed ycu a scar he had on 
one side of his forehead?''

During this last question the coun
tenance of the stranger underwent a 
considerable change. He said he cer
tainly did recollect such a circum
stance, and on the man's putting his 
hair aside aud showing the scar, he be
came quite sure that he saw the same 
person. A buzz of satisfaction now ran 
through the court; for the day on 
which, according to the prisoner's ac
count, the gentleman had met with 
him at Dover was the same as that of 
the robbery in a distant part of the 
country with which he was charged. 
The stranger, however could not be 
certain of the time, but said that he 
sometimes made a memorandum of 
dates in his pocket-book, and might 
possibly have done so on this occasion.

On turning to his pocket-book he 
found a memorandum of the time he 
landed, this corresponding with the 
prisoner’s assertion. This being the 
only circumstance.necessary to prove 
the alibi, the prisoner was immediately 
acquitted, amidst the applause of the 
whole court.

Within less than a month after this, 
the gentleman who esme to the hotel 
attended by a servant in livery, the 
servant who followed him, and the 
prisoner who bad been acquitted were 
all three brought bach together to the 
same gaol for stealing passengers' lug-
g«F-

It turned out that this clever defence 
at the trial was a scheme skilfully ar
ranged by the thief’s confederates to 
obtain the release of their accomplice.

MEDALS FOR INDIANS.

During the American war of inde
pendence it was considered politic for 
England to be on terms of friendship 
with the N^rth American Indians.

HI. On the obverse side this medal 
shows a bust of the king in armor, and 
with laurel wreath; the reverse sine 
represents an American Indian and a 
white man fitting together under a tree ; 
the Indian in the act of presenting his 
pipe to his companion in token of 
peace and friendship. In the back
ground are Indian wigwams, and above 
is the legend, “ Happy while United.” 
The loop for suspension is significant, 
being an eagle’s wing and the calumet 
of peace placed crosswise. Many years 
afterward Mr. Gatlin found an Indian 
chief who was still wearing this medal, 
and who was particularly proud of the 
fact that he had kept the king’s face 
bright by wearing it next his skin.— 
Chamber’s Journal. /

Large and handsome medals were 
therefore struck for presentation to the 

don’t you I chiefs or great men of the tribes who 
recollect that a person in a blue jacket had rendered good service to George

FUN WITH THE PARSON.

Andrew Wallace is one of the oldest 
and best known residents of this dty. 
Many years ago he was President of 
the State benevolent boards. It was 
while he was occupying that place that 
he met the late Dr. Mclntire, superin
tendent of the Institution for the Edu
cation of the Deaf and Dumb. The 
doctor was a strict member of the Pres
byterian Church and orthodox all the 
way through. Mr. Wallace was a Uni
versalisé “ Doctor,” said the jatter, 
“ you are an educated man and I am 
not. I want to ask you a question or 
two. Do you really think that this 
world we inhabit is round and reçoives 
on its axis once in every twenty-four 
hours.”

“ Certainly," replied the doctor.
” And you believe there is a heaven 

and—and another place ?”
“ Assuredly.”
“ And that heaven is above us ? ”
“Yes."
“ And the other place below us ?"
“Yes."
“And the world turns over once 

every twenty-four hours ?”
•Yes."
“Well, doctor, if that is the case, 

doesn’t it occur to you that the spire 
of your meeting house points to hades 
about half the time.—Indianapolis 
Journal.

Subscribe for The Victoria Home 
Journal. During the month of June 
nearly 400 hundred subscribers were 
added to the constantly increasing 
list.


