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Editorial
The Returned Soldier

HIS POSSIBILITIES

XT be Christian year
The 14th Sunday alter Trinity, Sept. 9, 1917

“Axes to grindf Axes to grind!” If the 
returned soldier has axes to grind he is in the 

, same class as many eminent citizens who have 
initials before and after their names. In our 
opinion he has a right to the use of the grind
stone for a while, because he has done more 
for the country than, hearing up under a load 
of honours. Cohesion' is nepessary for the 
united action of the returned men. It is what 

- they most lack. Grinding axes has proved an 
effective motive of combination for political 
parties. It ought to prove effective for the 
returned men.

Loads of axes ought to be ground. The 
returned soldier'is not getting the justice, let 
alone the consideration, he ought to get from 
the country. The mills of the gods may grind 
slowly but they are exceeding the speed limit 
in comparison with the government. Not yet 
has the Dominion even announced any scheme 
of land grants for the returned men. Many of 
them are anxious to settle out West. Ontario 
is the only province which has a scheme of 
teaching by experimental farm colonies and 
afterwards settling the men on the land. It is 
a start but it is inadequate, for two hundred 
men were on the waiting" list by July. You 
ought to hear what some of the returned men 
who have been farmers all their lives say about 
the possibilities of getting a living off the ten 
acres which the government clears while you 
whack away at the other seventy erf the grant 
still in bush. There has been passed some time 
ago a regulation that the returned man is to 
get a gift of three months’ pay ($idb) in in
stalments on his discharge. It is a good thing.
It saves a man’s face jf he has a bit to carry 
on with until he gets work. But the really 
important point is the money and not the an
nouncement, and the boys are still betting on 
what discharged man will be the first to get 
the money.

The subsistence allowance which a returned 
soldier gets when he is an out patient from the 
hospitals is sixty cents. Even going to Chinese 
joints, could you get food and bed for sixty 
cents a day? When à soldier gotes home as 
an out patient, the patriotic allowance to his 
wife stops, because he is getting subsistence 
(6o cts.). She has another mouth to fill, and 
a big ond*at that, on just what she was getting 
during his absence. * But he earthwork, surely! 
That is just what he cannot do as an out 
patient, or he is liable to lose his pay (that 
generous pay of $i.io a day) for the period and 

fourteen days “confined to barracks” 
when he comes back tp the hospital. There is 
an axe that needs grinding. And it will be 
ground with a double edge, we shall find out 
s?me day. “The Returned Man will look 
after the Returned Man.” That is the slogan
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We. have had the problem for two years and 
We ai"e still in the experimental stage. Soon 

e U.S.A. Republic will be teaching us 
^ns on the question. Plans for a $5,000,000 

tal fpr . returned soldiers at Chicago are 
* » prepared, There will be 3,000 beds.
3'Ooo.ooo is to be spent on the hospital
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proper and $2,000,000 on- the convalescent 
homes and the equipment of Vocational Train
ing Schools.

As a political force the action of Returned 
Men will not be confined to looking out for 
themselves, if we read the signs correctly. 
They have definite views regarding the possi
bilities of this country and having risked their 
all for the country they are entitled to have 
their views considered. At the present time 
we sorely need a strong force which will drive 
directly otiour only objective, “win the war-.-- 
We need a lead free from obscuring 'side 
issues* “Hew to the line,” no matter who 
gets in the way of the axe—titles, politicians, 
capitalists. We need legislators who know 
not the voice of the big interests as their 
master. ^

The returned soldier can be a great factor 
in the political regeneration of our country, if 
he does not sell himself.

In the industrial and business world we look 
for the returned soldier to play a reforming 
part. There are some people whom the war 
irritates because they cannot fall back into 
their former life of enjoyment and ease. “Busi
ness as usual” is a motto which, please God, 
will never again come into being, if usual 
business means the exploitation of the poor by 
the rich and free rein to the greed of men. 
The-men who have fought for their homes have 
the right to say that the homes shall be worth 
fighting for. The “submerged tenth” haye 
discovered. that it pays the country to feed, 
clothe, shelter, arm and pay them for the pur
pose of defence. They have realized their 
value. May God grant that they will never 
again submit to conditions which make life a 
hell and heaven a mockery.

In the religious world we need the clear-eyed 
vision of Christian men who have found Christ 
sufficient for the temptations of the camp and 
field, who have found Him all-sufficing for the 
hour fraught with deaths We want Chris
tianity, not churchianity. We want a living 
body, not a galvanized corpse. We want to 
strike from us the shackles of a system which 
has left the slum conditions of our magnificent 
cities to be explained by platitudes or relieved 
by charities. We must realize that religion is 
the man’s dealings with God and God’s deal
ing with the man. Judging by the rate at 
which some ecclesiastics are excluding from 
heaven the men who have never uttered their 

^shibboleths,” there will be some excellent 
company. outside heaven. There is just a 
danger lest the servant be not more zealous 
than his master. “In as much as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these My 

, brethren” are the terms <>f the Master’s ad
mission to the elect. The world’s freest and 
noblest spirits pass in under that word.

Efficiency must be the watchword of the 
Church. We shall have to “scrap” a lot of 
old equipment and change our methods. Siege 
emplacements were left behind in the first year 
of the war. The battle line moved out into the 
open. The effective Church will not rely on 
the thunder of big guns for defence but will 
get down into close grips. We look for the 
men and chaplains who have found Christ and 
His salvation stand all tests to come back and 
give us a clearer vision of His truth and power- 
We want the vigorous movement and keen dis
cernment of the Returned Christian Soldier in 
the Church.

Three Christian duties are inculcated in the 
Collect, Epistle and Gospel for this Sunday

1. “To- love that which Thou dost com
mand.” It is a very profitable thing to re
mind ourselves that it is our duty to love that 
which God commands. Indeed, one of the 
secrets of failure is'often just this, that we do 
not love goodness more than evil. “Where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.” We must set ourselves_*o the worl 
of loving goodness and the things that 
God. We must place before us the 
and the glory of the perfect Will of 
which there is nothing so beautifi 
sirable in all the Universe. This 
one of the exercises of our spiritua. 
realizing the loveliness of jGod’s 
the glory of His Commands, and tl 
ting of our wills to His Will. It is 
His Commands that we become 
entering into the glory of -His 1 
mises, ‘‘Give unto Us the inci 
hope, and charity ; and, that \ 
that which Thou dost proi 
love that which Thou dost____

2. “Wialk in the Spirit.” Here i 
message from St. Paul regardin 
ever new problem of how to be $ 
problem that is ! How ti 
sometimes,!
lusteth aga __ _
against the flesh; and 
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