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Trinity Sunday, May 26th, 1918.

At first sight it is a strange .combinagion of
messages which comes to us in t‘l‘le Collect,
Epistle and Gospel for th‘lS. day, ‘‘the day .of
the Doctrine of God,”’ which we 'call Trinity

Sunday. S
ur}t lys “the glory of the Eternal Trinity

" which is set before us as we pray the words

of ‘the Collect. ‘‘The Power of the Divine
Majesty,”’ ‘‘the Unity”—tl.lese.are _the great
expressions put upon our lips in this prayer.
We bow before the mystery of the Name of
God, which is, as it has been revealed to us,
a Threefold Name. It is before God upon His
Throne that we bend and say with the wor-
shippers of Heaven, ‘‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to
come.”” This is a day when we. especially
contemplate the mystery of that Ineffable
Name, when we worship Him Who is so far
above us that we can only dimly comprehend
the wonder and the glory of His Power and
Holiness.

The Epistle also is full of these thoughts,
so characteristic of Trinity Sunday. In it we
have St. John’s vision of the Uplifted Throne
of God, for we are shown Heaven itself and
catch glimpses of the worship of Heaven. But
there is another message in the Epistle full
of blessing. It is the message of ‘‘the open
door.” ‘‘And after this I looked, and behold,
a door was opened in Heaven.”” God is high,
sitting upon' His Throne, far removed from
sin, unto Whom no sin-stained one may ap-

-proach, for from His Throne proceed ‘‘light-

nings and thunderings, and. voices.’’ God is
Holy and Awful and - Strong=-all this the
Epistle sets before us by a variety of very
glowing images. But there is:a door opened

in Heaven. There is a way of approach for"

sin-stained man! Yes; even on Trinity Sunday
this thought is' prominént in the Church’s
message. :

- And when we come to the Gospel we hear
Qur Lord’s own message about the way of
approach for sinful man to the Uplifted '‘God,
and something about ‘“‘the open door.”” It is
a glad message at any time, but it has
especially joyful sound when, as on this day,
we realize afresh the Glory, Majesty and Holi-

ness of [God. Well might we sdy with Isaiah,

" .
Woe is me, for I am undone.’”’” How ocan I

. approach this Holy God, Who is unveiled for

me in Collect and Epistle in Divine Majesty?
Then it is we hear in the Gospel the true
answer. It is because of the New Creation
in Christ that we may draw near to God.

“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man

born again, he cannot see the Kingdom

of God.” We have another name given to the -

Open doorTit is the Cross of Christ. ‘‘And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
Dess, even so must the Son of man be lifted

up: that whosoever believeth in Him should

not perish,. but ‘have eternal life.”’
: s0 1t would seem that the combination

. of messages for this day is not really so very

ange. Our religion is one which gives to

, the highest place. He is Awful and

s in His Holiness and Power. He can-

fOt tolerate .sin, Sin in our religion is the

Supreme horror—separating. and death-deal-

8. But our religion is the religion of “the

EVM:" of the way  back to God made .
Ri by (God Himself through His Crucified,

"and Ascended Son.
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“SPIRITUAL MUNITIONS.”

There are two great forces needed in a con-
flict such as is being waged to-day. We need
guns of all descriptions and an abundance of
ammunition and other material equipment.
We need also a strong human force in order
to make the material equipment of value. The
material without the human is helpless.

With regard to the human force, there are
still persons to be found who speak and act
as if all that is needed is numbers and
physique; that if we can get a body of men
sufficiently numerous and strong enough physi-
cally, victory must be ours. This sentiment
is abroad in Canada to-day, and it is one of
the most plausible, and at the same time dis-
astrous, features of the present situation.
Why, you are asked, should you go to the
expense of holding church services, of carry-
ing on missionary work, of issuing religious
literature? There.is a war on.>* Why not let
these things stand to one side? It sounds
plausible and appeals to a great many. And
if all that was needed in order to win the war
and to secure-a satisfactory peace were men
and money and munitions, using these terms
in the popular sense, such questions would be

“unanswerable. :

No less a man than Napoleon is responsible
for the statement that in a great national
emergency things spiritual count as four to
one, and the moral force behind and within
a man is of much greater value in the last
analysis than physical or brute force. In times
of reverses, or of political disturbance at home,

" as at the present time in England and Ireland,

and even in Canada, there must be something

more than the merely human in order to carry
us through and on to the end. And it is here
where the work of the Christian Church must
tell, and it is here that the crucial test of its
value and of its work comes. True success
cannot be gained unless the power that the

Church represents is brought to bear upon the |

Last week we emphasized the need of a con-
ference in connection with each of otr Synods,
and we were naturally delighted a few days ago
to receive a copy of a programme for such a
conference to be held in connection with the
forthcoming Synod of Niagara. This con-
ference will be held during the afternoon and
evening of the day immediately preceding the
Synod and follows an ordination service in the
forenoon. It is a definite effort “to improve
matters and while mistakes will probably be
made -and many things be learned, we are con- .

vinced that this can be made a valuable asse
to the diocese. :
* * * b e X
Two dioceses in Eastern Canada have inti-
mated that the holding of the General Synod
this year might profitably be postponed, while
another diocese has intimated just as strongly
that postponement would be a mistake. We
do not presume to say which is right, as there
are many strong arguments for either side,
and we are quite willing to let the matter rest
in the hands of the Primate. There are diffi-
culties in the way, but if harm is going to’
done by postponement to the cause for w
the Church stands, the ‘difficulties should
be allowed to stand in the way. The exar

-of the Presbyterian Church is w

earnest consideration, and something

very well be done in order to decrease t

pense along the line of lessening the n

of delegates. '
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We were asked recently to give some

mation regarding the work of the

Army. Unfortunately, little is know.

ada of this splendid institution in

in England, and of the work that if

among the soldiers. It will

of the extent of this latter

the recent fighting on the

some fifty-two huts and |

about £15,000.

the Y.M.C.A., e

lains  hold
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struggle, and it is. the most utter folly to

argue that it should slacken its attivities. It

should, with every other department of a ~

nation’s life,economize wherever possible with-
out detriment to its efficiency, but it is a time
for greater effort rather than less, for more
careful scrutiny of its methods, and for a fear-

less consideration of the character of the mes-

sage that it is delivering.
We have intimated that there is real danger

 facing us to-day. This danger does not, how-

"ever, come from our brave soldiers oyerseas,
but from men in our very midst, some of
whom, for the sake of a few dollars, would
be glad, to put a stop to the Church’s work.
The devil is as real a force to-day as he ever
was, and he knows well that the present un-
settled condition of people’s minds affords an
exceptional opportunity for him to get in his

work. There is, therefore, only on'c thing for
the Church of Christ to do if it is to be true

to its Leader and is to play its part in the
_present struggle. It must “carry on” in spite
of opposition, and it must help with every
atom of stréngth at its command in

up such a store of ‘‘spiritual munitions’’ that

no sign of wavering may be seen in its ranks, <

and that the irresistible powettl!at- d- _
can supply will be given to those “responsible
for the prosecution of the war. ey
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