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we have drifted into a sort of vague, hazy notion that 
if a bishop ordered a thing the minister had to obey, 
no matter what it was. Now, when a minister is or
dained he vows canonical obedience to his bishop ; or 
that when a prelate speaks in accordance with the 
canons of the Church, obedience is compulsory. He 
knew no other obedience, for both were the servants 
of the Church. Mr. Green has maintained his vows, 
because the Bishop of Manchester demanded from hiiq 
nncanonichl obedience ; he made a request that was 
not ratified by the canons. In support of this he ad
ded that the Reformation settled it that Henry VHL, 
the priests, the bishops, everybody, in fact, were 
bound by the laws of the Church and the Realm. 
The great fudaroental statute of the Reformation, bind
ing in itself, was of that nature, so that if any law for 
the government of the Church, the bishops and the 
laity in religion, ritual, or doctrine were passed, it 
must be approved by the Church and confirmed by 
the realm. Our fudamental statute, then, was vio
lated by the Public Worship Regulation Act, a mea-

------- -* by an extraordinary Tory Parliament,
men of all shades of opinion, and persons 

„ creed at alt That statute was for the 
! the ritual of the Church, professedly so,
• Disraeli, Prime Minister at the time, said it 
ed to put down Ritualism, and therefore 

-I statute, as he had said, professedly for the 
~) of the ritual of the Church. It was made 

aw without consulting the Convocation of the Church ; 
id fact, in tne teeth of the protest of the Church and 
the Convocations of York and Canterbury. Then they 

form what was called the Court of Arches,
_ Penzance was created judge. This was done 
’ the sème Parliamentary statute, and were we 

sourt constituted 'by the Public Worship 
Ait and Lord Penzance, we should be vir 
ig that the Church of En|----- , , -, -—  ------- England, instead of

being the Church of Christ passed on by succession 
through the Apostles from our Lord, was ordered,

r'erned, and regulated by Acts of Parliament—that 
was no Clmrchat all. He (Mr. Littte) would, there
fore, sooner die than obey Lord Penzance. If his 

s to him with the power of Pentecost, and
in the name of the Holy Ghost,* he should recognize 
at once that he was a bishop of the Catholic Church, 
or if he saM, “ According to such a canon I believe you 
ought to do so and so, and omit so and so, for the 
good of the Church,” or, “ I advise you to do this, 
then he should have great hesitation in 
even if he differed in opinion—although 
would be bonud to disbbey if it was a • r.,„ 
matter. But when the bishop comes and says, “ Yon 
must obey the law,” meaningtiiereby nqt the law of

Worship Regulation Act, 
it was a measure 

bid the realm alone, attacking the 
the Church, which Christ had given to

he becomes a flunkey of tbe Pubhc Worship Regt_____
Act; we believe thatthe English Ohnrchls free, inli 
we are contending, ndt About any vestments, but the 
freedom of the Church. Therefore I said to Mr. 
Greed—Be brave, continue in your forth 
firm. Hyde tHe in prise®, die in prison so 
you come to the day Of Judgment our Bk_ 
will not bo able to say to yon,—‘I committed

of certain ecclesiastic il titles in the United Kingdom. 
The people of the country has long said that if a man 
in England liked to call himself Bishop of Jamaica let 
him do so. They said it was an absurd bill, and they 
will say the same of the Public Worship Regulation 
Act, or, said the Rev. gentleman, " my name is not 
Knox-Little.” That Act was a specimen of Tory 
tyranny and nothing else, and no man who was a Lib
eral, as lie was, or a Churchman, would have anything 
to do with it, but rather scorned and ignored it. He 
w9°ld die for the rights of Englishmen, and the con- wl 
stitution of the Christian Church, and he thought Mr. 
Green was prepared also to die for the right. Just 
consider, he continued, Mr. Green’s particular case.
He had one short interview with his Bishop, lasting 
about half-an-hour. He never heard of these accusa
tions except in that one half-hour, and he never had 
another chance offered him. He was hauled before 
Lord Penzance without any chance being given him 
at all. Mr. Green’s ritual was of the most modest 
kind—in fact he had hardly any ritual.

His people were thoroughly united together. They 
are nearly all working people, and he had seen the 
church at Miles Platting filled with women with 
shawls over their heads, and working men in their 
working clothes. He was not a man who came be
fore the pubhc much, but quietly worked on with 
the love of many friends. He was in a way unseen 
and unknown in a parish where he was living in the 
midst of an atmosphere so redolent with chemical 
acids that his children’s health had been undermined.
He persevered in hie labours steadily, patiently, qui
etly, humbly, always good, earnest, ana faithful, do
ing no harm to any man. But suddenly there were 
imported into his parish by the Church Association 
three men who had nothing to do with the parish, 
the church, er the workpeople, but were sent there 
for the purpose of hauling him before Lord Penzance. 
in other words, that they might be the accusers; 
And then when they bring him up they accuse him of 
three charges, which to his (Mr. Knox-Little’s) cer

given
. and three of these were absolutely false. 

Then another of the charges that were brbnght 
against him was that he mixed water with the wine 
in the Blessed Sacrament. Conscientiously believing 
in that Mr. Green could not obey. Every theologian 
now agrees in she opinion that our Blessed Lord did 
it HhnssM. -Then, aooording to 81 Paul, in tin onp 
of filming the wine was always mixed with the wa

rt most havemixed it with wa-
______and || the theologians at

English Church, believed that in mixing water wi 
ie they were only doing what onr Lord did. Th 
one of the charges upon which Mr. Green w 
into prison—a man who did Ms work well, lived 

and was ans whom they 
Tfesnlfr. dreen married a girl in a lower ran

h6 W°ïr*-he

ey5TaF„„ She b ...
and a most faithful wife. Mr 
te* tB ht bsHsvw bit health to ihittowi*

Loril dren are shattered. Mr. Green is a most 
an, of very clear thought.
Just look also at the results of bis

in the course of a judgment, the matter itself not 
being before the Court, and, therefore, they would 
say “we are not bound to wear it.” Well, consider 
in the first place that there are three or four bishops 
who think they are bound to wear it to be consis
tent ; and, in the second place, to these men like the 
Bishop of Manchester, who are so very anxious that 
we should obey the law, he said, “ If you are very 
anxious to abide by the law you will seize every 
opportunity of knowing the mind of the law, even 

en the law makes use of an ohjter rfirtum. Be
cause it was said indirectly you ought not to be the 
less willing to know it, and the more yonr desire is 
to obey this Privy Conncil the more honourably and 
energetically will you carry out their hints, and a 
bishop ought to embrace the opportunity.”

He also reiterated that he was a liberal, although 
it was not the business of a clergyman to be a politi
cian. The celebrated John Hampden, who was 
also a Liberal, was said in- his day to have been a 
violator o’ the law, but at the present time people 
acknowledge that he was a deep and large-hearted 
man, fighting for the freedom of his country—pre
cisely what we Churchmen are doing. It is all very 
well to pass a law like the Public Worship Regula
tion Act, which violates the principles of the Church, 
and establishes an Ultramontane and Papal principle. 
He for one and Mr. Gross for another, would stand 
out against it, and he believed that they would tri
umph, for Englishmen would see that we dont oare 
a straw about vestments, stoles, or candles, but we 
admire the glory of the dear old English Church 
ritual. All tiie powers of art, thought, and beauty 
ought to be employed in the worship and adoration of 
God, but these things may be non-essential, and 
therefore if it were necessary, much as we love them, 
we can give them up. There must be some ritual, 
for even the Methodist has hie ritdal, or a certain 
way of conducting his service. If Mr. Green gave up 
this point he would surrender all the 111 
Englishman, and he (Mr. Knox-Little) 
first before he would do it. It was net true that’be 
had boasted they dared not look him in prison, M 
he did his duty to the best of hie mind and heart, 
and he was very thankful that he had been permit
ted to live in peace.
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