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rtompbant occupent had led, I wee *neh Im­
pressed with the laagaaga of gmr poet,

•• Ah lowly sppseraaeeef death, *
What light up* earth le so fair r

lley all her numerous friends, who has* so long 
regarded ber as a mother and friend, tallow her, 
as she followed her blessed Redeemer.

Cowling, May 1884.
J. O. Hxmnoan.

[The Christian Intelligencer will pieces copy.]
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Anticipatory.
To-day the comauttee for the examination of 

candidates for the aunietry, the Irst of the Coo- 
ferer.ce committees, meets. This is a new fea­
ture in onr colonial Methodism. Until the pre­
sent yeer the usual examination before the 
District meeting wee considered sufficient for 
esery purpose, but under present circumstances 
it bee been thought adsieeble to add to this an­
other, ee has long been the practice of our Eng­
lish fathers. Toil committee while assuming 
recommendations ot the serious District Com­
mittees to be worthy ol all consideration, by a 
closer and more thorough inquiry than can be 
entered upon during the necessarily hurried ses­
sions ol the latter body, end in regard to the can­
didates being free from local associations and 
influences, is enabled better to judge of the capa­
bilities and attainments of the young men who 
present themeelree as probationer» for our work, 
and thus is more folly fltted to give an opinion 
as to the course to be pursued by the Conference, 
whether the candidates shell be immediately re­
ceded, placed under the can of the Theological 
tutor, or finally rejected.

There can be but little surmised a» to the sc­
iions of the Tarions committees which meet this 
week, or the final decisions of Conference upon 
the questions which will be brought before it. 
Doubtless the Contingent Fund Committee will 
find, ea we here painfully noticed in former years, 
a large deficiency to be divided amongst the 
serious brethren.

The dependent condition of many of our Cir­
cuits is a deplorable fact, mon especially so when 
we look et the feet increasing numbers of minis­
ters, whose families will by and by, unless an 
earnest and continual effort be made, be found 
devoid of many of the comfort», if not them 
series of life. The scale of allowances has been 
carefully graded, and wen the preacher to re­
ceive every penny of hie stipend, he would have 
no mon then sufficient for the comfortable main­
tenance of those depending -up*, him, and for 
presenting that decent appearance before the 
world which is expected end demanded. What 
then must be hie position, when upon making 
up his yearly accounts he finds himself $60—#80 
or even at sometimes the ease $100 short t How 
can be bend his mind to study, or labor cheer­
fully and sealously for the good of hie people 
when creditors clamor for payment, or when in 
hi* own home he perceives the evidence of stint­
ed income. We sometimes think, that the con­
gregations and members in connection with our 
church do not sufficiently take these matters into 
consideration. We believe that there is too 
much Christian spirit amongst us to allow this 
thing to be, if it were fully realised. Last year 
the deficiencies amounted to $8000, or an aver­
age of over $60 dollars to be borne by each re­
ceiving aid from the Contingent Feed. We 
trust that our friends will take thought, and en­
deavor to meet the allowances of each minister, 
for it is, to say the least, as true of this sa of 
every other honorable calling, that ; “ The la­
borer is worthy of his hire.”

We can icercely presume to imagine whet 
action will be taken, at the approaching Confer­
ence, in relation to the Jubilee movement, which 
has met with so large a measure of success In 
foe mother country. There ere many objects to 
which* large sums of money might be applied 
with very great advantage to our entire connex­
ion. Many of our Churches and personages are 
burdened with debts, the interest of which yearly 
swallows up a considerable amount, the fund for 
the support of the Theological chafr is still short 
of what is needed. College Professorships an 
called for, the wide diffusion of Wesleyan liter­
ature is a necessity. Many portions of our Pro­
vince» entirely destitute of evangelical teaching 
and ministerial labor offer extensive fields of 
fulness could they be entered i all these end 
many other means, of profitably expending the 
tree contributions which may be east into the 
treasury of the Lord, present themselves to our 
mind. We trust therefore, should there be 
decision for a general movement, that each con­
gregation will strive to do its utmost foe the 
carrying on of the work of the Lord.

Important subjects await grave deliberation 
and careful study, and the prayers of the Church 
ere never more needed then when the pastor» 
are endeavoring to legislate for the good of the 
Christian community. We bespeak them the 
prayers of our readers, that the Meeting of the 
Father, and the aid of the Spirit may be 
the men of Ood who to-day commence » portion 
of tfceir yearly toil for the spiritual good of the 
people of their charge.

tbs British Froviucee in America, 
we have carefully instruct them that owe sym­
pathies and follow**» are with the M. B. 
Church. And we here aid to them, “ though 
there 0W three who call theaalva by our name, 
you must eefceiHinl that our fellowship, our as­
sociations, our profound est fraternel fcelmge are 
with the M. E. Church.” [Applause.] We ere 
one, both ee regards doctrine and church polity.

And now, Mr. President, end my deer friends, 
farewell. « Fa my brethren end coapaaieaF 
rake.” O, Methodist Episcopal Church I pesa be 
with thee ; because of the house of my Ood, I 
will ay " Pesa be unto tha.”

We make an extract from the Address ot the 
General Conference to the British Conference :

" Rmertnd end Beloved Brethren Tea very 
kfod and fraternal address, p resell tod to us by 
your gifted end honored representative, Rev. W. 
L. Thornton, M.A., ha afforded a un mingled 
gratification. We acknowledge tboa bonds of e 
common origin, e am mon doctrine, and s eo 
mon aim which unites ns, and we heartily reci­
procate your assurance of brotherly lore. Your 
expressions of sympathy with our affiioted I 
lion end people are moat grateful to our hearts.

The intimate connection of Americas end 
British interests is one of thorn pledgee which we 
delight to contemplât» that the pea* shall nev­
er hereafter be broken between two nations,

trust that Me too short stay among us may be own horse end waggon, if we can ; if not we u™«t
,,___ e special blessing to the Canadian Conner- have a saddle, and if we can't do either, we n>'J*t
iow, and that hie strength may be equal to hi» u»e «hank’» mare. True, we are allowed i ! a

morons important duties. Hi» reception at year for horse hire ; but that eum, not to speak < f 
the General Conference was not only cordial but the purchase, is not sufficient to pay for the wear 
enthusiastic, and his address produced a very and tear of hone, waggon, sod harness. See.-, and 
gratifying impression. The Conference unani-. if after ell these thing» are paid for, we «houid 
moualy requested a copy of the sermon preached j have a ballance, we sometimes purchase a little 
by him before that body, for publication. He necessary furniture, (for some of our mission
»... ^i0> on hi« way to Toronto, preached at house» are poorly furnishedor a book or two,
Baltimore, New York, and Hamilton, and deliv- or subscribe to our Foreign Missions erd the 
end an address at the rerent anniversary of the Bible Society, or subscribe to the building of a 
American Bible Society, which was held in New chapel, for the minister is expected to do so ; and 
York. Mr. Thornton preached on Sunday last j if we can, we gire to the poor, who are sure to 
two richly evangelical and deeply epiritual ser- ' make early acquaintance with a Methodist mm

l/ll

The Rev. W. L Thornton, A.
Our prospective President left Philadelphia on 

the illat ult Hie remarks prior to leaving the 
General Conference are reported as follow» :

" Mr. Thornton regretted that the time bad 
come for them to ay the word which they did 
not want to eay to honored and beloved brethren. 
He would assure them of their constant and ear- 
neat prayer that the divine blessing may rest up­
on the Conference, the Churches, and ail the in­
terests they represented.

He asked permission to ay that the memory 
of the kind and courteous reception which they 
had given to him and the other visitors to the 
General Conference was ineffaceable. He said 
they would remember the Conference through 
all the remaining periods of their lives, and will 
send up frequent preyen to Almighty God that 
the richest blessing of heaven might rest upon 
the M, E. Church. They bad come to the Con­
ference with trembling solicitude and yet humble 
hope. He knew they were coming to them when 
they were under peculiar and unprecedented cir­
cumstances. lie offered them in hie own name 
the warmest thanks for their kindness, both pub­
lic and private, as exhibited to him. He regret­
ted that it had not bean in hie power to answer 
a tithe of the requests which had come in for 
public services and private visits also. It would 
have been their delight to have visited all these 
Churches, and have preached the Gospel of 
Christ from all three pulpits. There wee not one 
minister in the Conference that he should not 
have thought it an honor to serve in the minis­
try.”

And, finally, said Mr. Thornton, pdoce be to 
this church, everlasting peace ! Should anything 
occur which it should be in our power to rectify 
—anything in the way of disturbance—should 
any belonging to ui enter into your lines and 
violate that substantial unity for which we plead, 
please to let us know. Your church and core I 
take to be one. Ie It not so P [Cries of " yea.”] 
1 bleu God 1 felt it to be so t and again and 
again «$•» o«r member» hat

united not only in origin and language, but in 
liberty, religion, ProteeUniam, and eleemosynary 
and missionary enterprise.

Wa cannot forbear to express the pleasure 
which the visit of your learned and excellent re­
presentative has afforded ua. Hia engaging man­
ners, amiable spirit, and evangelical discourse* 
have endeared him to us ; while hia clear appre­
hension of our national struggle, hia hearty sym­
pathy with the aide of liberty and humanity, hi* 
admirable exposition of Wesleyan doctrines, 
sympathies, relations, and secessions, abounding 
in useful suggestion*, strengthened our deter­
mination to stand in the old paths.

Desiring to cultivate acquaintance with you, 
we have deputed one of our beloved bishop*, 
Rev. E. 8. James, D.D., long known and honor­
ed, not only in our denomination, but in all the 
Protestent Churches of our laud, to bear this 
letter to you, and to convey to you more particu­
larly our views and greetings.”

DISCOURS! AT THE QENEUAL COWFXSXKCX.
We take from the H. W. Advocate the follow­

ing notice of a sermon preached by Mr. Thorn­
ton on the 16 tk of May, before the General Cou- 

reuee :—
The Church was densely crowded to hear this 
lineet and «steamed minister and official visi- 
r, who, by his Christian sympathy with the 
nerican Church and nation, by his renal 

talent*, and by hia urbane dareaaaor, has endear­
ed himself to all who have had the pleasure of 
intercourea with hire.

We select a few eloquent passages :
Reverend Fathers and Brethren, you wield a 

power greater than the power of the warrior or 
the statesman, or the critic. The pulpit is high­
er than any other stand in the world j and yet 
preaching ie the simplest «rangement that could 
have been suggested, granted that the wisdom of 
the arrangement can be traced even by our glim­
mering eyes j for preaching fixe* upon the study 
of the Bible ten thousand of the brightest intel­
lect* of the world, from day to day, and from 
generation to generation. The preaching of the 
word is mighty ; it runs from heart to heart, but 
it is powerless without the power of God. When 
the primitive epoetin went out, they boasted of 
no power, no learning, no amor, nothing but the 
panoply divine. They had the amor of righte­
ousness upon the right hand and upon the left.

They preached in the name of their Master. 
Even within a few months or years they filled 
Jerusalem with their doctrine» Samaria, with 
ana aceiid, believed, and a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith.

See the flood of truth and light as it lows on 
and on, until it extends from Jerusalem round 
about unto Ulyrienm, to Athens, to Room, and 
then onward and onward, until in a few centur­
ies the Master of the world, wrapped in imperial 
purple, eat beneath the shadow of the cross 
until tha religion of Jeeue became the established 
religion of the most erudite and powerful nations 
of the earth. Surely, we may reywt » the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. Fifteen 
hundred years ago, Cnryaostom when preaching 
in the Cathedral of Constantinople, said, in 
faience to the extension of tha gospel, “ It has 
gone from the Ægean to the German shore*,1 
and when finishing a magnificent climax, added, 
“ Even Britain has heard the Word of Lifo !” 
Ab, brethren, Chrysostom had never beard 
there Hesperian shores.

Yea, bleared be Ood, Britannia has beard the 
Word of Ufa, and Britain and America are now 
publishing that word in one hundred and sixty 
three languages of the earth. Fly, everlasting 
gospel, fly, till all men shall bear the glad tid­
ings of salvation 1 And it shall fly. The preeeh- 
ng of the goepel shall never cease until the ends 

of the earth shall see the sal ration of God. We 
bave heard the press magnified, and its power 
is great. We have heard the lecture-room mag­
nified, and the power of the lecture-room is greet, 
but, bref bran, l ha preaching of the goepel is 
higher, nobler, grander, more powerful. Never, 
never, may the pulpit become the place of mere 
lecturing ! Oh for the power to preeeh the gos­
pel m when spostlee taught and martyrs bled.

And here, let me say, everything in the Bible 
is true—everything from Moeee to Revelation 
but in the whole Bible our doctrine il magnified 
above all the rest. It is the truth, that which 
saves the aouL We write on out banners, “ It ie 
a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation 
that Christ Jesus cum into the world to as vs 
sinners.” Oh, let that word fill every land -, let 
it be echoed in every dwelling ; let it blew every 
family » let it save every soul by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, To borrow a word from Chalmers 
I am standing on the const and looking « the 
low line of blue land stretching away, away, and 
I see nothing but that line of blue land. But 
bring me the telescope and immediately there 
shall bunt upon my view groves, cornfields, Til­
lages, spires, rivers—a charming variety. But the 
glass brings no object ou the field, only enables 
me to see what is there already. So of the 
Spirit’s glass.

Hare is Paradise regained and reopened to us. 
Give me the Bible, and the Bible atone, to 
cover to ma ties great facte to which inspiration 
baa given expression.

mon*, in tha Richmond and Adelaide Street 
Wesleyan Churches. It was indeed a privilege 
to hrrr three discourses ; and a comfort to know 
that the fundamental doctrines of a present, a 
free, and a full saltation, the sumef the ulj and 
the everlasting gospel of our Saviour, «e still 
th* themes on which our fit hers and brethren 
delight to dwell.

The Rev. Robinao#Scott, of Dublin, who was 
Mr. Thornton'» companion across the Atlantic, 
and who wa* present with him also at Philadel­
phia, preached at Richmond Street Church on 
last Sabbath evening, a delightful and most pro- 

I Stable sermon. Mr. Thornton preached in the 
1 morning from I John til, 3, and Mr. Scott took

are Wen given to | among the Methodist, only the Wesleyan», with a
I ;tl, uttermost parts ' membership of about 21,000' the Free Mttbodut 

The apostolic 1 and the Independent Methodist two small orga- 
But, I cixaiions, of recent origin, had excluded slave- 

j holders from their communion while the Melho-

ere this the heirtheo *ou!d
Ch-i-t f- hiaitheri' meat 
of •f,r.« l- .sset.-vn.’
,s. , re-emi'iently an ape of revival».

tnr r- »i'ir.' wa. ' ' diet Episcopal Church
let and with it t C n--». •• _ ^ tiie ! her», only prohibited the buying and selling of
away. Ii .- great ber-evo et e 1 ' . , , anj ,he Methodist Protestant Church

nt day had their birth m revivals of relt-1 naves,
Vndrr the powe

bound hv the iron fetter» cl popery

eith about 900 00th mem-

nnd the Methodist Protestant
,ful influence of rev.vai, j (about 90.000 member.) bad no general law up­

on the subject of slaveholding. Among the rres-
(57,000

for hia text, II Cor. Hi, 18. Mr. Scott’s visit to 
the Brockville Conference, in company with the 
Rev. Dra. Hannah and Jobson, is still remeber- 
ed with pleasure, and we rejoice to welcome him 
mong ua again.”

Ml. T HOUSTON IN CANADA.
Mr. Thornton arrived in Tomato aa the 27th 

ulu, and was received with greet cordiality. An 
homage highly to be estimated has been confer 
red by the Parent Connexion apoa Methodism 
in the British Provinces of North flmariea, in the 
appointment of n Minister of Mr. Thornton’s 
•landing to preside at onr Conferences this year 

honour which our Canadian brethren with 
ourselves, well know how to appreciate. The 
Ohrûtüm (hutrdian that notices Mr. Thornton's 
arrival :

“ The Rev. W. L Thornton, MA, arrived in 
Toronto on Friday last from tha General Confer­
ence at Philadelphia He cornea to 
tbo pnoaat aoomon of onr Coofanoce. The ap­
pointment of this distinguished mink 
President has given uni renal plea*

W<

A Dialogue
BETWEEN A METHODIST MINISTER IN THE 

COUNTET AND ONE OF HIS PARISHIONERS.

P. Will you allow me to talk to y ou this morn­
ing upon circuit matters ?

M. Certainly, only please don’t be long, as the 
morning is my time for study.

P. I will be as brief as possible. Indeed I 
oat, for 1 have to be at the office at 10 o'clock. 
M. Proceed then, if you please, 
p. It j* a question or two upon money matters 

—may I aak what is the salary which you aa 
Methodist minister «e authorized to claim from 
your circuit f

U That is a question which is easily answer­
ed. The salary of a Methodist minister is so 
.—.II when compared with that of servants under 

earthly sovereign that we feel almost abashed 
to refer to it, out of respect for the most aacred 
eslling, as the ministry undoubtedly is.

P. How can it be small when I see Methodist 
ministers loaning money on Interest, and some 
of them living as well as gentlemen eo called.

M. If they do eo, be assured, their ability for 
those purposes must arise from some other source 

ie their salary—for John Wesley took good 
.... in |o apportioning the claim» of Methodist 

•ten that it was impossible for them to he- 
i rich thereby, and leet any might for the 
of filthy lucre alone be induced to enter the 

prieet'e office.
F. Well then, how ia it to be accounted for ? 
M. Why sometime* they may happen to marry 

into n wealthy family, or they «e eons of wealthy 
parents, or sa it ia sometime» the case, they re­
ceive prêtent* from friends who know now they 
have to economise to live within their income, 
and who know also that small as that income is, 
they often come short of £20 or £30, aa they 
did in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick last 
year ; or it may be that they have been in cir­
cuits, as 1 have been, where the marriage fees 

many and large, or in their younger days 
they may bave made considerable from the dis­
count allowed in selling our books, &c., from 
such sources, but not from their salary, are de­
rived the wealth end good living of some of my 
brethren, end if they have any money out on 
Interest, they need the Interest to help them to 

up whet their people should, their every 
year deficiencies, and to enable them when they 
become unfit for circuit work, together with their 
supernumerary allowances to live without de­
pending upon the cold charities of the world.

P. I have always thought that your salary was 
quite a respectable eum.

M. So others have thought, end do still think, 
and are content to be willingly ignorant. It is 
time their ignorance should be removed.

P. Why then has not this been done long «go ? 
M. Because we in general are too modest upon 

this point.
P. I think it is high time that you should be 

a little ins-mod est,--forgive the prefix.
M. As you seem ait cere, I will be bold enough 

to inform you.
P. Pleate do sir, and 1 shall be obliged and, I

hope, benefited.
M. First then, with the item of board, ten 

shillings a week each ia allowed to the minister
and his wife.

P. Ten shillings ! Why I cant get boarded in 
town aa a clerk for leas than £40 a year, and you 
and your wife only get £60 ? that’s too little by 
at least £26.

M. Little as it is, we must govern our appe­
tite accordingly, and if we abonld be given to 
appetite, we must put a knife to our throst.

P. How much do you receive for the board of 
your children ?

M. Bless you, my dear air, the £50, like Jo­
nah’s 6»h must a wallow up the prophet, and all 
hie, whether it be one or ten.

P. Why, you astonish me—children eat as 
ich aa their pmenle—they are always grinding ; 

« that rate the minister ie not blessed that hath 
hia quiver full of them.

M. O yes, we esteem our children a blessing, 
and soma bow or other the Lord blesses the bar­
rel of Steal, and the cruise of oil -, ao that it is 
often a wonder to ua how they hold out, and yet 
not a wonder, if we remember the promise, 

thy bread shall be given, and thy water shall 
be aura."

P. You must have some secret of multiplying 
the five barley loaves and two small fishes, that 1 
have yet to learn.

M. Ah ! the bleeeing of the Lord maketh 
rich, and if we can only get our board allowance
we are content.

P. And don’t you get any allowance for your
children ?

M. Yes, 3s. lOJd. a week, or £10 a year, we 
are allowed for each child until they become of 
age. With this amount we are expected to 
clothe them, and if there be anything left after 
that, it helps ua to board and lodge them—ob­
serve if there be anything left.

P. I fear the overplus will be like 2 from 2 
and nothing remains, especially when your chil­
dren are in their teens.

M. Small as it may be, or must be, we must 
stretch the doth to the pattern.

P. And whntdo you get for your own support 
•aide from the eum allowed for your board ?

M. The same amount we do for board, £31),
P. That, I think, wema more liberal than the 

other for bored.
M. But it only sceau eo—with this fifty 

have to clothe ourselves and children—for the 
£10 ia not aoflkient to board them, and to find 
them in cloth* and in all that they require. 
We have to pay into the minister's fond £2 10a., 
and if we belong to the English fund £8 and 
ever, and thus help to support our minister* 
when enable to do circuit work.

We have to provide oureelvw with the
mm airaoit, for no^ wa prorifia our

ister, and to repeat their calls upon his benevo­
lence.

P. Are you not allowed something for a ser­
vant?

M. We «e allowed the same for a servant as 
we are lor a child, 3a. 10 j a week, or £10 a year 

P. Why you can’t board and pay the wage* 
of a servant for that amount. The wages alone 
will cost that, without the board.

M. Very true, and therefore we must stretch 
out our quarterage of £50, to cover our servant's 
expenses too.

P. It must be wonderfully elastic anil tough 
also, if it don't break.

M. It gets well quartered, I assure you, be­
fore we are done with it, and if it breaks, we 
have to mend it as best we can.

P. And have you nothing more allowed you ? 
M. Yea, about Is. lld.'a week, or £5 a year 

for stationary and washing.
P. Stationary and washing ! that’s a strange 

kind of union.
M. It it rather an unequal one, nevertheless, 

we don't object to it, il it answers the purpose.
P. And who pays for fuel and light for the 

mission house, and for bay and oats for your 
horse.

M. The Circuit it expected, in addition to the 
items of allowances aforementioned, to warm and 
light the mission house, end to find bay and oats 
for the horse.

P. That of course they should do, and must 
do—otherwise I don't see how you can scrape 
through at all, and even then I don't see, with 
all your allowances, how you can make both ends 
meet at the end of the year. I know that with 
all my skill in economy, I could not, and many 
of your pariahonera I know would not.

M. You must become a Methodist preacher, 
my dear sir, if you would learn to cut y our coat 
according to your cloth.

P. You speak of deficiencies on some of the 
circuits. Are they not paid by the Conference ?

M. If Conference allow, say £20, to help a 
dependant circuit. If that circuit raises only 
£100 when it should raise £150 to meet all ex­
penses, there remains after deducting the Con­
ference allowance of £20, a deficiency of £30, 
that deficiency is not made up by the Conference, 
and the minister himself has to suffer it.

P. Why, worse and worse; I always thought, 
and ao do many others, that no matter what the 
deficiency may be on the circuit, it is made up 
by and at the Conference. What then is done 
with tbe Contigent or Home Mission and the 
Supernumerary and Widows Fufids ?

From the Home Mission Fund, for which 
we make collections in our chapels, and receive 
donations when we can, ee are allowed a small 
sum to pay the expense of removing to a new 
circuit, and if that fund holds out after all the 
removal expenses are paid, (which is no incon­
siderable amount) we in case of death or sick 
nets in our families, are allowed a small sum to 
pay the incurred expenses,

P. And what from the ministers and widows 
fund ?

M. Nothing from that except we are laid aside 
from circuit work, and become supernumeraries.

P. O indeed ! and the fid. required of each 
member of Society goes into that fund ?

M. Certainly, when we get tid. from each mem­
ber ; on an average we have not got over 4J. 
since the fund was instituted.

P. Why, I thins no member should object to 
give a sixpence a- year, for the support of our 
ministers when they become supernumeraries, 

M. I hope when they think a little more about 
it, th?y will do that, and more.

P. My hour is up, I feel obliged to you for 
this morning’s privilege. 1 know more now than 
1 ever knew before, and 1 intend to give the 
same knowledge to as many as t can on this 
circuit ; lor 1 am sure they need it, and 1 think 
(judgingfrom myself,) that when they understand 
circuit matters ss 1 do now, they will never send 
their minister to Conference with a deficiency 
and that also they will see it their duty to give 
also to the Home mission and ministers funds, 
for they are reasonable snd tight ; and if you 
should make me at any time Circuit Steward, I 
will pledge myself to collect your salary, and if 
I fail, 1 will make up somehow the deficiency my 
self ; hut I have no feu of that if 1 get that 
office.

M. Weil, 1 think our circuit Steward would be 
very glad to resign in your favor, and 1 hope hie 
successor will not find “ Old Adam too etrofig for 
Young Melanctbon."

1’. Good morning, my dear air.
M. Good morning, and peace snd prosperity 

go with you.
P. E. Island, May 24(4, 1864.

i, J other forms of error, have c-vet off their 
chain, and rsj-neu in the liberty, wherewith 
Christ makes bis people flee. Nations have 
been born in a day. A revival invests the Church 
with moral power. As , prince she has power 
with God and with men. •' One shall chase a 
thousand and two shall put ten thousand to
flight. .

Th* world is yet to be converted Chrnt shad 
rtigh a* Mediator, till all hi* enemies ehaii oe 
rut und-r hi* fret. If the latter-day glory is 
ev«-r to be usher*» 1 in, it is evident that ail pn*i 
effusions of t ie Spirit have been but as drops be- 
fute a more plentiful shower ; that the prophecy 
of J,V. rou-t yet receive a fuller accomplishment 
than it did on the day of Pentecost. 1 he great 
mass, not only of tbe present generation but of 
many succeeding one* will inevitably go down to 
perdition, unless the Lord rain do*n righleous- 
nc** upon us in much larger measures of divine 
influence than the Church has hitherto enjoyed. 
This is the great want of the Church. It is not 
outward uniformity* dead orthodoxy, or sectarian 
zra!. It i* that the Spirit of Ood may be pour­
ed out in large measure», vitalizing the means of 
grace, sanctifying the Church, calling forth her 
resources and inflaming her zeal. It is that re­
vivals may intermingle nud succeed each other 
until “ every knee shall how, and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glo­
ry of the Father,*’ and the great jubilee of a ran­
somed world shall come.

It has been inquired,” says Dr. Beecher, 
“ whether a more guadual dispensation of the 
spirit, were not better than these sudden out­
pourings, But we have been accustomed to feel 
that God is the best judge in this matter, and 
that man cannot make a revival, either gradual 
or sudden. When he gives us drop by drop, we 
8re thankful ; and when the cloud of mercy above 
bursts and pours down a flood at once, we do not 
request him to stay his hand ; we cannot but ex­
ult and rejoice in the exuberance of his mercy 
Nor can we perceive how it is possible that 
eight hundred millions of souls, or any consider­
able part of this number, can be washed from 
their sins, within the most distant time to which 
the Millenium can be deferred according to pre­
diction, by «single drops falling in such showers 
and deliberate bucces-vion, as should not excite 
tbc fri.rs and should satisfy the prudence of some 
apparently very good men. We doubt not great­
er revivals, thuu have been, are indispensable to 
save our nation and to save the world, by giving 
uTiiversai and saving empiie to the kingdom of 
Clpist ; and as clouds thicken and dangers press, 
we look fur them withe strong confidence and 
with the increasing urgency of unutterable de­
sire.”—Ecangtlical Quarterly lUricit.

byte rions, tbe United Presbyterians 
member*), the Reformed Presbyterians (15,000)f 
and the Free Presbyterian Synod (4,000 mem­
ber») did not allow slaveholding ; while no such 
prohibition was enforced among the Oid School 
Presbyterian* (300,000 members), the New 
School Presbyterians (135,000 members), or the 
Cumberland Presbyterianf (about 103.000 mem­
ber*). Among the other denomination*. - the 
United Brethren in Christ,” who number about 
H)0,0<Xt communicants, and the Friend* adhered 

a slavery-forbidding policy, while tbe Prote*- 
ant Episcopal Church, the Roman Catholics, 
the Lutherans, the German and Dutch Reformed, 
and the Universaliste refrsined from legislating 
on the subject.

The General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church consiste only of clerical dele­
gates. B it the laity, in this question, are by no 
mean» behind the clergy. At a General Conven­
tion of laymen from all parte of the country, 
which met in tbe first day» of ltie present week 
in Philadelphia, to memorialize the General Con 
ferencc for the introduction of lay delegation in­
to the church aasembliea, resolution» were intro­
duced in favor of the abolition of slavery in 
church and state, and they passed without » dis­
senting voice, although many members of tbe con­
vention were known to hare had, heretofore, very 
conservative views on tbe subject of slavery.

Now that the moat numiroua of the American 
churches ha» placed itself at the head of the anti- 
slavery churches of the country, we may expect 
that othyra will speedily follow.

Need of Revivals.
What would be the condition of the Church 

now, had not God, at “ set times to favor Zion," 
poured out hia Spirit* and revived hia work ? 
Darkness would cover the earth aed gross dark­
ness the people. Without the effusions of the 
Holy Spirit the staled means of grace degene 
rate into an empty form,and the canker of world­
liness destroy the life of piely. The spirituality 
of religion is lost sight of. Though the river of 
salvation is supplied by perennial springs of di­
vine grace, yet it ia necessary that copious show­
ers of mercy shall from time to time swell its 
life-giving waters to fructify- vast tracks that 
would otherwise remain barren waste. A church 
without the revival spirit languishes, as to its 
spirituality, and dies. It may be clothed with 
outward pomp and power, but it ceqses to be 
the birth-place of souls and a nursery for hea­
ven. Its imposing ritual may be a fine system 
of practical «thetic*, but it is attended bjr no 
sanctifying power.

A true revival spirit ia the moat effectual bar­
rier against fundamental error and infidelity, 
They that do the will of God shall know tbe truth, 
In proportion as the Church is led by the Spirit 
of God will »he be conducted in ways of truth aa 
well a* holiness. The most conclusive demon­
stration of revealed truth ia to experience its sav­
ing power. Spurious revivals may be prolific of 
error, but those that are genuine are more con­
servative of the fundamental doetrinea of the 
Goepel than any mere outward training can be, 
u ia shown by the whole history of the Church 
which has ever proved that were the revival spi 
tit dies out, superstition, rationalism and infi 
delity aoon sap the foundation» of Christian doc 
trine.

The Church needs to be visited with revival» 
to qualify her for the work her Lord has given 
her to do. She ia to be the salt of the earth and 
the light of thqporld. Had the Goepel continued 
to be propagated with th* success that attended 
it» int promulgation, we cannot doubt that long

Charles

“ A Catechism of Baptism,”
BY THE REV. DVNCAN I). CURRIE OF THE EAST­

ERN BRITISH AMERICAN CONFERENCE.

This ill pamphlet of fifty page*, neatly printed 
on good paper. Mr. Currie is one of the most 
capable nun for the duty of preparing euch 
work. He has benefited largely by an extensive 
itinerancy through iho*e localities where the 
controversy on baptism usually waxes warmest. 
I be stereotyped phrase* and argument* have all 
been ctilled, explained and refuted, under the 
different head* which mark the arrangement of 
thin little nmnuul. The render is made acquaint- 
eu with the entire subject in at most an hour, 
this cult v hi sin is ifut devoid of elegance and 

mil.g ; but, without descending to vulgarity, 
’ll yield» each response in word* of convincing 
simplicity, which will do more to allay the honest 
anxiety or prejudices of many mind* than all 
tbe logic of the most elaborate treatises on the 
subject.

We should like to see this pamphlet scattered 
over the country by tens of thousands. It will, 
we are confident, save scores, if not hundred* or 
thousands, of those disquieted beings who are 
incessantly piitd with argument and entreaty, 
and ultimately yield rather than live in a state of 
indecision. Put Mr. Currie’s catechism in their 
hands at any moment before the absolute crisis 
has lreen reached, and in nine cases out of ten, 
with GoU’u blessing, it will decide the question 
adverse to immersion. It is not surprising, that 
while this little hand-book was in course of pub­
lication in New York, a clerical gentleman, whose 
creed may be inferred from his sentiments, glane- 

g over its pages, expressed a desire to review 
it, pronouncing it “ sophistry.” If it does not 
awaken more anxiety in some quarters thau any 
production since “ Anna Clayton,” we shall 
cheerlu’ly submit to the designation of a false 
prophet.

The catechism is offered at wholesale for 10 
cents per copy, and at retail for 15 cent*. Mr. 
Currie, Sussex Vale New Brunswick, will doubl­
es» take pleasure in filling orders. Any number 
may be obtained by the ministers at Conference.

A. W. Nicolson.

Prohibition of Slaveholding in the 
M. E. Church.

I From the N»w York Tribune.)
The General Conference of the Met hod let Epis­

copal Church which represents the largeat Pro­
testant denomination of this country, passed, on 
Tuesday, a resolution which will mark a turning 
point in the history of the relation of the A over­
ran churef ea to slavery. After a brief, and, aa 
it seems, on the whole, dispassionate discussion, 
it was resolved, by two hundred and four veae to 
eight nays, so to change the “ General rule" ss to 
forbid slaveholding altogether. The delegates 
of those conferences which lie wholly within the 
free states showed a very remarkable unanimity 
in favor of the report, not casting » single vote 
against it- Most of the speaker» of the minority 
are known as anti-slavery men, and announced 
tbemaelves a* such, and they only declared them­
selves against the measure on the ground of.ex­
pediency.

In order to become an obligatory law, tbe re­
solution just passed mVst be presented to each 
annual conference, of which these are forty-eight 
within the boundaries of the United States and 
so soon as t kree-fon ha of the members of all the 
annual conferences w ho may be present and vote 
thereon shall have concurred,!!)» propoeed change 
takes effect. As the vote of the General Confer­
ence indicates,this concurrence of the annual con 
ferences is not in the least doubtfulL It may pos­
sibly be rejected by three.jthe West Virginia, the 
Kentucky, and the Baltimore conferences, and a 
few vot ea may be cast against it in two other bor­
der conferences (East Baltimore and Philadel­
phia) ; but all the others will pass it with entire, 
or nearly entire, unanimity. A year from to-day 
the vote of all the annual conference* will have 
been ascertained, and then the Methodist Episco­
pal Church will take her place at tbe head of the 
anti-slavery churches of the United States.

The effects of this change upon the anti-slavery 
senti meet et the country cannot fail to he marked. 
Hitherto only a number of the small denomioa- 
tion* of the country had taken this position. Thus

Newfoundland Mission and its 
Missionaries.
BY REV. W. WILSON.

' No. 23.
The following ia the list ol stations as appears 

in the minute» for 1826.
St. John's—Wm. Croscombe, Njnian Barr. 
Carbonear,—John Pickavant.
Harbour Grace,—John CorletL 
Shirk Head and Western Bay,—John Haigh. 
Island Cove and I’erlicàn,—Simeon Noall.
Burt de Grave,— Wm. Witaon.
Brigue,—Richard Knight 
Trinity Bay,—Adam Nightingale,

Bate.
Bonarista and Catalina,—John Boyd.
Grand Bank ami Fortune Bay,—George El 

lidge.
Burin,—William Ellis.
Indian Mission, Esquimmu Bay, on the La­

brador Coast,—Richard Knight ia to spend the 
summer months on this Station.

William. Croscombe, Chairman.
The Minister* in the above list of which we 

have net yet given any biographical sketch, are 
the following :—

1. William Croscombe who wa» a native of 
Tiverton, in Devonshire England, and waa born 
on the 19th of February, 1789. In the eighteenth 
year of hi* age he became acquainted with tbe 
Wesleyan a, was deeply convinced of hie guilty 
slate, and at a Sahbath morning prayer meeting 
waa enabled to rejoice in the liberty of the sun* 
of God. A few month» after hia conversion, he 
began to exhort others *• to fire from the wrath 
to come |" and havin^exerciaed hia talents for • 
short time u a local preacher, be waa received 
into the regular work, at the Conference of 1810, 
and as the Junior Preacher, waa appointed to the 
Shepton-Mallet Circuit, in the Bristol District.

T he next year he offered for tbe Foreign work, 
and wa* appointed to what waa then called the 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and New­
foundland District, of which William Black 
• as Chairman. Mr. Croscombe arrived at Hal­
ifax on the 12th of April, 1812. On the way the 
vessel put into St. John's, Newfoundland. St. 
John's was not then * Wesleyan Circuit, but 
the brethren Ellis snd McDouelJ, occasionally 
preached there, and Mr. Croscombe during hie 
brief sojourn, also preached to that people tbe 
words of life and salvation. He was then in hi* 
twenty-third year ; hia hair waa light and hia 
ippearante very youthful ; he preached with con­
siderable effect, and his style and manner ao ar­
rested public attention, that they called him, the 
” Eloquent white-headed boy." He laboured 
seven years in the lower Provinces, when hia 
health failing he returned to England, and 
travelled in Nottingham two years ; after which 
be was appointed lo Gibraltar, where hia laboura 
where greatly blessed both to the army and also 
among civilians. His next appointment wee St 
John's, Newfoundland. The reminiscence» of 
the friends in that place, called to mind the 
“ white-headed hoy,” who bad twelve years be­
fore, preached there with eo much acceptance. 
His appointment as their minister, therefore waa 
hailed with pleasure, and a crowded house greet­
ed him on hia arrival. He remained in 8l John's 
three years, during which time he filled tbe office 
of Chairman of the District He did not occupy 
any other circuit in Newfoundland than St 
John's. In 1828 he came a second time to Nova 
feicclia , and after seven years, he removed to 
Canada ; whesp five more years of hie useful life 
were spent in the same delighful employment of 
celling sinners to repentance. In the year 183d 
he came egain to Nova Scotia ; and continued to 
labour until the year 1851 ; when infirmity com­
pelled him to retire from tbe active work and 
take a Supernumerary position. After he became 
a Supernumerary he preached occasionally as hia 
strength enabled him. Tbe last sermon he ever 
preached wa* on Sabbath the 31at of December, 
1851, from James iv. 14: " For what is your 
life ? it it even e vapour that appeareth for a lit­
tle time, and then vanieheth away." Shortly af­
ter retiltning from the bouse of God be waa ea ti­
ed with paralysis, which seemed to keep him on 
the verge of eternity for several months. From 
the severity of this attack however he rallied, 
but his feebleness wav very great. He bore hi* 
sufferings with much patience and serenity of 
mind ; he felt abiding peace, praise dwelt upon 
his lips, and bis conversation invariably turned 
upon the things of Ood ; the ealration of God 
was his only theme, and the blood of Christ his 
only hope. On the night of the 26th of August, 
1859, be fell asleep in Jeaua, in the wveniy-firet 
year of his age, and the fiftieth of hie ministry.

Mr. Croscombe successively occupied the 
chairmanship of tbe Newfoundland, Nova Scotia 
and Canada District» j and while hia prudence 
and integrity secured for him tbe full confidence 
of the Missionary Committee, hi» gentlemanly 
deportment, and hie Christian kindness, gained 
for him tbe love of all his brethren and the es­
teem of the people. He wa» a faithful and hind 
friend, cheerful in his manner ; his piety was sim­
ple and ardent, and he conscientiously endeavor- , 
ed to enjoy all those blessing», and that full 
salvation which be preached to others.

classes who attended his ministry. He was mor 
or less successful in every Circuit where he t,„ 
elled, and in several places extensive revivals 
were the result of his faithful and zealous ia. 
hours.

2. Simeon Noall was a native of Cornwall 
entered the Weak)an ministry at the Conference 
of 1821, and came out a Missionary to Newfound- 
land. He laboured on the Island for five tears

ith very great acceptance. He was kind and 
affectionate in his manner ; faithful, zealous, and 
successful in hi» pastoral dutie» ; he was a good 
platform speaker : hi« preaching was p|*in jtt 
eloquent; earnest, and highly scriptural ; his ser4 
mone were rich in evangelical truth, often deliv­
ered with telling power, and in prayer he Was 
truly mighty. In the south of our church he felt 
deep interest, and was incessant in his efforts to 
instruct them and lead them to God. Many 
were the seals to his ministry in different parts 
of the Island ; but his constitution was too feeble 
to endure the hardships attendant upon a mis- 
aionary life ; he therefore returned to England 
in the year 1829. By breathing his native air, 
hit health was much improved ; so that he la­
boured in different circuits for nineteen years 
with the same esteem and success, that he had 
in Newfoundland. He became a supernumerary 
in 1848, in the H-vyle Circuit. He continued to 
employ his remaining strength, until he was sud­
denly called away from suffering to rest, on the 
4th of August 1830, in the fifty-sixth year of his 
age, and the 26th of his ministry.

3. George Kludge was received on trial 11 
a Wesleyan Minister in the yesr 182? ; he trav­
elled two year» in England when he was appoint­
ed to labour in Newfoundland. He continued 
on that mission for twenty-four v ear*, and return­
ed to England in the year 1848 - since which 
time he has continued to labour in his native 
land. In the minutes for 1860, his ns me stands 
as Superintendent of the Holsworthy circuit, in 
tbe Devonport District.

4. John Corlett commenced the itinerant 
in 1824, and was stationed at Kendal, in tbs 
Carlisle District. He came to Newfoundland in 
1825, and laboured there with much acceptance 
for five years.

In the summer of 1826 Mr. Corlett made a 
mission tour to tbe north, and visited “ Green’s 
Pond,” which lies some forty miles to the north 
of Bonavista, and was then our most northern 
station. That region of country was then in a 
fearful state of demoralization. There wu in­
deed an Episcopal Church, and one of the 
readers belonging to the Society for the Propa­
gation of the Gosjie] in Foreign Parts i hut swear 
lug, drunkenness, Sahbath breaking, and gross 
immorality were carried to such an extent that 
Green’s Pond was often called the Sodom of the 
North. Mr. Corlett in the journal of hia visit 
says: 1826, July 2. Sunday. “ We landed this 
morning at Pond, about four o’clock ; after lying 
down to rest for an hour and a half, I was quite 
refreshed, and went to inform the principal inhab­
itants of Green’s Pond what were my intentions 
in visiting them. I walked through the harbour 
to see what the people were doing, and found u 
I had previously heard that the merchant's store) 
were all open. I saw some purchasing ahoea, 
others, fishing materials, provisions, Jkc. In a 
word, I found that Sunday is what may emphat­
ically he called, the market dey at Green’s Pond. 
The people ere not however eo abandoned aa 
srith one consent to prosecute thVfithary on the 
Sabbath-day ; although there are individuals who 
send their boats out on Sunday, as they ear, to 
be reedy on Monday. 1 was informed by the 
most respectable persons residing in Pond, that 
during the winter season it is a very, common, 
and almost a general thing, to go shooting seal) 
and birds on the Sahbath day. The people who . 
were not employed, were standing or lying on 
the rocks, rehearsing the news, and the children 
in grou|>a playing ; in truth and reality, without 
any person to care for their souls. 1 resolved, 
aa 1 could not preach in the church, that I would 
preach at the church-door as the people came 
out But there was no church service, I presume 
the person who reeds the prayers, hid been coun­
selled to dispense with praying on that day. 
Th* weather proving unfavourable, 1 therefore 
preached in one of Mr. Garland's stores. A 
more tumultuous company I never saw assembled 
together. I almost despaired of averting their 
attention ; but after singing a few verses, I pray­
ed and received no further interruption except 
from a few sons of barrhus, who were within | 
and a few of tha ’• baser sort" who stood with­
out, blaspheming. When retiring, a few who 
knew not what spirit they were of j reviled and 
•wore, and said I should he thrown Into the 
water,

Mr, Corlett closes hia interesting journal with 
the following observations : “ Green’s Pond ia ip- 
great want of a missionary ; there are about -500 
Protestante, and 100 Catholics ; besides there are 
Protestante at the following pieces, which may 
be easily visited with the happiest effects several 
times a year, aa most ot them are contiguous to 
Pond, and all have intercourse with it ; Middle- 
Bill Cove, Pincherd’e Island, Swain'a Island, 
Fool’s Island, Gooseberry island, and Pouch Is­
land ; on moat of which many Protestant families 
reside, who rarely bear the glad tidings of salva­
tion.”

Of the state of public feeling he «ays : “ I 
plainly perceive, that owing to various circum­
stances they are greatly prejudiced against ua 
Those who have formed illicit connexion) trs 
against ua, and those who enrich themselves by 
the ignorance of the poor ere against ua Tbe 
poor themselves ere against us, because, say they, 
“they do not allow of killing birds, hunting seek 
or going fishing on sahbath days ; neither do they 
approve of having dances, singing songs, it. ; 
and besides they eay, “ we are no Christian*, 
though we were christened long since." The 
Prince of darkness, whose empire this la »t p»' 
tent’-will, 1 have no doubt, take the field against 
us j but yet were the door providentially opened 
to ue, none of these things need move ua”.

After i lapse of thirty aix year», Mr. Corlett'• 
hopes in reference to Green's l’ond here been 
realized. In our minutes for 1861, we reed,
" Green’s Pond to be supplied.” The next year 
it received an appointment, for in the elation 
•beet we read ; “ Green’s Pond, John 8. Allen ; 
and in the minutes for last year, (1863) Greens 
Pond returns 20 members in society, snd M 00 
trial ; and four dollars as its first contribution to­
wards the mission fund.

In the year 1824 Mr. Corlett left Newfound­
land aqd has ever since been labouring very sue. 
ceesfully in different Islands of the West Indies. 
In the year 1861 bis elation was, “ Montego Bay 
and Luces,” in the Jamaica DistricL

5. Charles Bate waa received on trial a Wes­
leyan minister at the Conference of 1824, and 
came to Newfoundland in the autumn of th»1 
year. He laboured on the Island for nine y*y*» 
and in 1833 he removed to St. Kilt's, on# of the
West India Island. ; and in the Antigua District. 
He laboured In the West Indies eight yes», 
died in greet peace at Tortola on tbe 16 <* 
eember 1841. n

In the above list of stations there are thiM™ 
name», hut the reader must understand 
were not thirteen preachers then on ‘“ j 
foundlend DistricL Mr. Bsrr was removum*» 
' ' English appointmentr wxuvswt j Q|g üiQgJIBU ippanvis—------- #---------- UO* s|ji

He laboured much to mak, hi. HPft dutira ‘nd out men.^ tbs

acceptable to bit congregation, and he eeidom our étions were eleven t tbs same-
failed in hit object Hia proaohing wee plain, ,<M „ they were in 1617. 
scriptural and earnest Pastoral visitation was---------
hia delight, and by it b* endeared himaelf to »U • Miw«ary Not.ee) for February 7,

ind


