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for the «lying. If I come to sec you, I must preach 
Christ and him crucified. So saying, with painful 
cmoti ms I hade him adieu. On retiring, his mother 

, Te#picsted me to pray with the family and the friends 
who were present in the adjoining room, to which I 
readily assented. Ami when she had set his door 
wide open, we lifted up our souls in earnest supplica­
tion to that God who hearcth and answereth prayer. 
It was a moment of indescribable solemnity. A son 
—a brother—a beloved and admired friend, was about 
to take his flight to the world of spirits, unreconciled 
to God, at enmity with Jesus Christ, accounting even 
his precious saving blood as an unholy and a hateful 
thing. We earnestly besought the Lord to have mer­
cy on his soul—to scatter the delusions of Satan—to 
subdue his enmity—to give him light, and to give him 
life. After prayer I took my leave of the family and 
deeply afllictc d parents, promising soon to return, for 
I was still unwilling to give him over as lost, whilst 
any portion of his day of grace appeared to remain. 
Returning home, I pondered upon all that hail past. I 
felt exceedingly pained and disappointed at what I had 
witnessed, and said to myself, “ O who hath believed 
our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re­
vealed ? Is the Lord’s arm shortened that it cannot 
save, or his car heavy that it cannot hear ?”

A little after sun-jjown the same day I was surpris­
ed at the reception of a note from a member of the fa­
mily, requesting my immediate attendance. I readily 
obeyed the call. David was very desirous of seeing 
me, and in a few minutes I was there. When I came 
in, his father said, “ David has been exceedingly dis­
tressed since you were here. I perceived during 
the day, that lie rolled and tossed from side to side, 
groaning as if in the greatest anguish, and I said to 
him, David, what is the matter? ‘ O,’ said he, ‘ 1
have no p- in■i) "body, hut I have such awful distress
and agony , f - u ’ W.s tl.i ; di.-tros- o' casioned by
the c<niv el 1 i ■ is .'mm ■M.r ■ ‘ 0, j e-.,’ said he ; 1
olvo il: lb. l.t ! V iM l'e >cive, !i"t now I find I
i-aniiiti. 'j ' • n ’.)t!i( v In a cnvaiiU said, 1 0 what
a poor ].]■■> 1 i h ive 1;. i n ! Can x-in not pray for
me. Iil.niiv \ v li 1 you not ; !* y fur iue ?’ He also
mpi v ted : : > h V nl fi.r you, v nieli v, c immediately
did.’ '.V! Cl U-red ni r ni, lie looked up in my
five an i1 ‘ I have h CT deeply distressed since
you were 1 orc l hi* mornin What has given you
SO I'livll 1 re V 1.» : I affect i Oil rely enquired. “ 0,”
mil Iv, ‘ * ! In nm-don ro' peeling the Saviour.”

V l V ' five ru " •o in the opinions you
have < i ; -1 - r ,1 ' \ es," i h‘ i cplicd, “they bring no
oon^i’i ill v Mil ! , they !«) : ■ ■v ustain me. A Sa-
v it 'it t i- iv- -->r\. Is ta mv •tlvation fur me?” I 
answer in i• 1 t.i ;u. niativ and began at once to pre­
sen: tlie u,lutes; mid the I iv e tes. of the Gospel offer, 
and to exlf.l : the ability mill willingness of our Lord 
Jesus Clirl t to save sinners, even the chief. For this 
purpi. e I rev.red many pa. -ages of Scripture, such as, 
llo ! every one th..i *.l. :\-teth—C me and let us reason 
togoiuc.'—Lei ilva wit kt . I’.rsnkc his way—He that 
behevctli shall be cavcit—Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou *>'hrit be saved. In order to give him 
a view of the na ure of Christ's substitution in the 
room and stead ot smners—the only means by which

wc can be delivered from the burden and condaoma- 
tion of sin, I read and expounded, as far as time w**U 
permit, the 53d. of Isaiah, and also the fifth chapter 
of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. He listened atten­
tively to all that was said. Like the new-born babe 
he seemed to desire the sincere milk of the word, to 
be entirely subdued and humbled in spirit ; and when I 
concluded, he said with emphasis, “ These an com- 
forting truths.” But will you believe them? 1 inquired.
“ O yes, I will try to believe them.” I then asked if " 
I should pray with him. “ Most certainly,” he i*. 
plied, “ I should be glad to have you do so.” We 
then united in prayer around his dying bed with frri- 
ings widely different from those we had experienced 
in the morning. We thanked the Lord for his mercy 
and compassion to the children of men. We earnestly 
liesought him that the good work, which we trusted 
was begun, might lie carried on to perfection ; that tbs 
youth before us might be made a rich trophy of GodV 
grace. At the close of the prayer he said aloud,
“ Amen, so let it be.” When I came again on the 
following morning, as he had desired me to do,thefa> 
mily told me he had requested bis sister to be called 
before day to read the Scriptures for him, and that he 
himself had engaged in prayer. To my inquiries m- 
peeling the state of his niiud, he said, “There iamm 
thought that particularly troubles me. 1 have reject’ 
ed Christ—I fear Christ will reject me.” I continued, 
as I had done the preceding evening, to present Chrht 
in all his fullness—his willingness and his sufficiency 
to save. I read and remarked upon several panafN 
of Scripture. He seemed to catch every word with 
eagerness. He complained of no weakness—no 6- 
tigue. He did not seem to droop or grow weary. Tbs 
infirmities of the body apjienred to be forgotten in bis 
eagerness to gain the bread of life for bis soul. Whs*
I hud concluded he said, “ I have endeavoured tocam 
myself entirely on the mercy of God, ns manifested ■ 
Jesus Christ. I can trust to no other.” After pray* 
to the throne of grace, which he closed as before, by 
saying Amen, I left him.

The next time 1 came to see him, he said, “lam 
like Saul of Tarsus. The scales have fallen from my 
eyes ; I can now understand by experience what that 
conversion t leans ; I can now see what before was 
volvcd in darkness. I feel that Jesus Christ is pi** 
cious. How could I have died with my former views, 
and without an interest in Christ ? It is painful 10 
think of.” He seemed now to regard the principles 
of infidelity with the deepest abhorrence, and to look 
with wonder and gratitude at the fearful gulf from 
which he had escaped. I enquired if his former views 
had ever given him peace or com'ort. He replied,
“ Not any. I have tried hard to extract comfort firoo 
them, but I could never obtain it.” He then related#) 
me a long conversation which he had held that morn* 
ing with a neighbour, for whom he hed sent, and who 
had for some time past entertained similar views with 
himself. “ 1 told him,” said he, “ that th'e-philosopby 
we had been cherishing could not sustain the soul ; it 
could not stand the test of death. I have had to aban­
don it, and if ever you die happy, vou must abandon 
it also.” 1 observed to him that there were a great 
many who professed to adhere to infidel principles in


