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consiHttid iu keeping the head cool, the ®
feet warm, and the bowels open. Had
this eminent physician lived in our day. o?l!lb.
and known the merits of Ayer’s Pills erty, that he has for sale the only
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as an aperient, he would certainly have 
recommended them, as ko many of his 
distinguished successors are doing.

The celebrated Dr. Farnsworth, of 
Norwich, Conn., recommends Ayer's 
Pills as the best of all remedies for 
“ Intermittent Fevers."

Dr. I. E. Fowler, of Bridgeport, 
Conn., says: “Ayer's Pills are highly 
and universally spoken of by the people 
about here. I make daily use of them 
in my practice."

Dr. Mayhew, of New Bedford, Mass., 
says : “ Having prescribed many thou
sands of Ayer’s Pills, in my practice, I 
nan unhesitatingly pronounce them the 
best cathartic in use.”
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The Irlnh Vote. veraation. Notwitbetanding the instruc
tion which I had received and the lights 
which 1 bed ecquired, I wag no ways 
disposed to credit the public reports 
concerning the truly extraordinary per
son, Of ell my prejudices ggaiuat Cath
olics the deepeet rooted was a formal 
disbelief of the miraculous lacte which 
are ,»id to have happened among them. 
1 bad been brought up in this persuasion, 
common to all Protestante, who never 
having been able to obtain the gift of 
miracle», like the fox in the fable, di». 
dain it and deny its existence. [The 
fox, according to the fable alluded tu by 
Mr. Thayer, lost big tail, whereupon he 
tried to get up an opinion that foxes are 
handsomer without tails Protestants 
have lost the gift of miracles, and they 
have in consequence got up the theory 
that a religion i« more solid and spiritual 
that lay» no claim to auch gift» ] Not 
content with denying those whicn were 
published at that time, I made them the 
eubjeet of my raillery, and in the ooffee 
houses passed some very unbecoming 
jests on the servant of God, with whose 
poverty and uneleanlineae I was shocked; 
and on this head I went even further 
than any even of my Protestant fi lends 
However, the number and weight of the 
evideneea increasing daily, I thought it 
wae my duty to examine the matter my
self. I frequently conversed with the 
confessor ot the deceased, from whom I 
learned a part of hie life. I visited lour 
persons who were said to have been 
miraculously cured ; I was convinced by 
my own eyes of the state in which they 
were. I questioned them concerning 
the state in which they had been ; 1 
informed myself of the nature and eon 
tinuaoce of the illneas with which they 
had been attacked, and the ciroum 
stances of their cure, which had been 
operated in an instant. I collected the 
evidence» of those to whom they were 
known, and after all these information», 
made with the greateat care, I was fully 
convinced that the reality ot each one of 
these miracles was at leaat aa well proved 
as the most authentic laots.” He enters 
into some detail», and continues : “Per 
suaded that there was something super
natural in these cures, 1 could not re 
frain from turning my thoughts on my 
own sect. These reflections involved me

Christ, I united a great number of 
friend» to be witnesses of my abjuration. 
Many lamented my weskneaa, other» 
made a jeat of it, but God, who called 
me to the faith, supported me, and I 
have a firm confidence that He will sup
port me to my last breath.’’ Such is the 
history of Mr. Thayer's conversion ; but 
1 must now pasa rapidly on. He waa 
received into the Church on May 25 th, 
1788 He then returned to Frenoe, 
entered a seminary, made ecclesiastical 
studies,

charity, had his bodv placed in the vault 
of hi» uncle, Dr. McMahon, Bishop of 
Kiilsloe. This vault is In the Protestant 
churchyard iu St. John’s square. His 
last residence was, as I have said, at Mr. 
Ryan’s, and bis last sieknesa waa dropsy; 
but even that did not interrupt Lie work 
of zeal; he eontiuued to hear confessions 
iitling in bis bed, and was occupied thus 
even on the very day of bis death, which, 
according to one authority, was the 10th 
of February, 1810 You see, then, what 
ia the influence ot the saints. A 
Protestant paper said the other day 
that the lile led by Blessed Benediot 
was of no earthly uae to any 
living creature. From the history of Mr. 
Thayer, you may aee at leaat one proof 
°f it* u»e : it changed a vain glorious 
t jurist into a zealous Catholic priest, who 
•pent hie life and fortune in instructing, 
elevating and consoling the most ignor 
ant and poor, whom the philosophera 
and men of aoience would have left to 
perieb iu their poverty and ignorance. 
Let us ask St. Benedict Joeeph Labre by 
hia prayers to raise up for many more 
asaloua priests like Father Thayer, and 
to take under bii special protection 
Limeriek, which already owns itself hie 
debtor.

DI JOUR BOTLS o’beilly,

•3 hold myself aa much a man aa any in the 
land,

2 know I have a heart to feel, a brain to 
understand,

And so I ask you, gentlemen, as Irishmen 
of note :

What means the phrase the papers raise 
What ia the Irish vote ?

The name implies some mass compact, by 
enter force controlled,

That can lie shifted right and left, perhaps 
be bought and sold,

Is that what freedom meana to ua—a lesson 
learned by rote ?

Our only thought, “so dearly bought,"
Ia that the Irish vote ?

Or are we all ao very wise none can deceive 
our eight;

Or all ao very foolish grown we never vote 
aright?

Are we but cargo etowed aboard acme pol
itician's boat ?

To be conveyed, all charge# paid ?
Ia that the Iriah vote T

Oar grsndiiree in green Erin’s Isle were 
reckoned proper men,

And yet I have heard in ninety eight they 
differed now and then.

They called a man a slave who bowed 
'neath any foot his throat.

What shall we say of him to day ?
What call the Iriah vote ?

When war-olonde from the Southern sky 
came rolling far and wide,

Were all the Irish exiles then massed on a 
single side ?

Some brave hearts beat beneath the bine, 
some wore the South's gray coat.

Free heaitl free hand 1 free speech ! free 
land 1

'Tie thus the Irish vote.

When some great man his party leads to 
triumph, who will dare

“ 'Mid Yankee, German, Gaul, 
there were no Irish there ;

The other side bed bought them in ?’’ No ! 
ae the wise man wrote :

Each for himself and God for all.
So let the Irish vote.

AND WAS OBDAINID PBIE8T
in 1787. He was prevailed on to write 
the history of hia conversion, which he 
did, both in French and Eogliab, and 
the pamphlet waa translated into many 
languages. It went through a great 
number of editions in English, both in 
England and in Ireland. The copy from 
which I have been reading to you waa 
published in Dublin in 1800, and belongs 
to the Rev. Dr. Downes of Kilmallock 
whose sitter made her eonleaaion to 
Fathea Thayer, in Limeriek. In the 
pamphlet written either before or juet 
after hia ordinatioo, Mr. Thayer says ; 
“This is the only deeire of my heart, to 
extend, as much as lies in my power, 
the dominion of the true faith, which ia 
now my joy and my comfort I ambi 
tion nothing more; for this purpose I 
desire to return to my country, in hopes, 
notwithstanding my unwortbineaa, to be 
the instrument of the oonvereion of my 
countrymen; and euoh ia my conviction 
of the truth of the Roman Catholic 
Ohureb, and my gratitude for the signal 
grace of being called to the true faith, 
that I would willingly seal it with my 
blood if God would grant me tbia favor, 
and I doubt not but he would enable 
me to do it.” When Mr, Thayer wrote 
thia, there were throughout the whole 
United Slates only 25 000 Catholics, and 
twenty.lour priests, and they had as yet 
no bishops, but were governed by a 
prefect apostolic. It is probable that 
Mr. Toayer waited for the appointment 
ot a biahop, which took place in 1790, for 
in that year he went to America, ln'the 
meantime he had been laboring in the 
poorest part ol London, using an old 
factory aa hi» chapel, and had converted 
several Protestante. In America he took 
part in the first national synod of Balti
more, in 1791 ; he labored hard ; in sev
eral places built churches and school», 
and engaged in very successful contro 
versiea with the Protestant ministers of
Boston, to whom he once belonged. Why 
or when he left America I do not know, 
nor when or how he came to Ireland. 
He waa certainly in Dublin in the 
beginning of 1809, and I am told he came 
to Limerick in 1812. He had been 
twenty-five year. a priest, and 

HIS FIRST FERVOR
had certainly not relaxed. About fifteen 
years ago I waa told by a very old prieat, 
the Rev, Patrick Benson of Feenagh, 
that he well remembered being taught 
hia catechism by Father Thayer, and 
how zealous Father Thayer was ia hear
ing the confesaions oi the poor. I am 
sorry I made no further inquires at that 
time, when old people were alive who 
could have told me many details. My 
principal informant» are the Rev. Dr. 
Downes and Mr. Hartney of Tralee, 
whose father was Mr. Thayer's intimate 
friend. Mr. Thayer must have been 
brought to Limerick by the Moat Rev. Dr. 
Young, who waa then bianop, and he 
was the friend of the well-remembered 
Father Patrick Hogan of St. Michael’s. 
Father Thayer had no charge as parish 
priest or curate, but he said mas» and 
heard confessions in St Michael’» and 
St. John’s, and often preached, Hia 
aermona were principally controversial, 
aud in those days such sermons were 
much needed, for very many people 
were giving up their faith, being wearied 
out with perseculion or obscurity; for 
you must remember that thia waa long 
before Catholic emancipation. Even in 
the early days of his conversion he found 
great joy in those very things which had 
been hia chief difficulties. He had 
thought that it waa idolatry to honor 
and invoke Ibe Blessed Virgin;and even 
when bis mind had become convinced 
that this was a grievous mistake

HI8 IMAGINATION WAS HAUNTED 
by what he calls the ghosts of hia former 
prejudices. But this soon passed away, 
and, in 1787, he wrote : “I endeavored 
to join in every institution which tends 
to the honor of the Blessed Virgin, and 
study as much as can depend on me to 
extend the devotion to thia dear Mother 
of God.” The mystery of the holy 
Eucharist, which appeared to me ao in
credible,ia become an ever-flowing source 
of spiritual delight. Confession, which I 
had considered aa an inaupportable yoke, 
seema infinitely aweet, by the tranquillity 
which it produces in the aoul,” Hia 
manner of life in Limerick, in hia old 
age, showed the truth of these pro- 
fessions. He used to say mass daily at 
St. Michael’s, about 11 o’clock, after 
hearing confessions from 7. He then 
took hia one meal, which waa both break- 
fast and dinner. He kept a perpetual 
fast, and never ate either meat or eggs. 
During hie breakfast, one of the atudenta 
from Park College used to read to him, 
by the bishop’s leave, in order that he 
might lose no time. He would never ait 
near a tire nor allow one in hia room. At 
night he used to take a little dry bread 
and one glaea of wine ; he heard confes
sions almost all day, and when the 
churches were closed would continue to 
do so in certain houses, and especially in 
hie own lodgings, which you may be in- 
tereated to know were over the chop of 
Mr. Bourke, the glover’s, in Patrick 
street, and afterward» at Messrs. Ryan 
Brother», cloth merchants, at the sign 
of the golden eaglea, in the same street, 
opposite Ellen street. When he tirât 
came to Limerick, confessions, except at 
Elater, were rare, but by his sermona he 
induced

tStiLISH CATHOLICS AND IBE- 
LAN».

London Catholic Press.
English and Scottish opinion is being 

faat roused to Indignation by the sight of 
the ghastly realities ol the Balfour raj me 
ThsdeathofMr Mandevllle and the sal 
clde of Dr. Ridley throw a grim 
light on the nature of political 
imprisonment under the Coercion 
Act, while the wholesale eviction on 
the Vandeleur estate are a practical 
ment on those provisions of the Tory 
Land Act which were designed te make 
eviction an easier process than it was 
under the old law. It appear» that the 
Coeicionlst regime means ln plain Eoglieh 
the starving to death of political oppon
ents, and the levelling to the earth of Frith 
homes, and men ask themselves, are these 
the methods which are to secure the union 
of Ireland to the Empire, end knit the 
two peoples into one living whole ? or 
ere they not rether the perpetuation of 
the asms bad methods which ln former 
d»ys made Irishmen hate ell that wee Eng 
lisb, and made Ireland the weak spot of 
the Empire ?

At the same time the absolute critne- 
leeeneee of Ireland speaks volumes for the 
self-restraint of the people now that they 
know that these evil deeds of th-ir rulers 
are done not with the consent of England, 
bnt with the consent only of one party ln 
England, and that patty a rapidly dwind
ling one. We shall not discuss here the 
purely political aspect of the eituation. 
Writing for Cithollc readers we would 
put another phase of the matter before 
them. The majority of those who are 
Buffering under the Coercion regime are 
our fellow Catholics ; the homes that are 
being broken up near Kilruah are Catholic 
homes ; the six victims whose blood now 
lies at Mr. Arthur Balfour’s door were all 
Catholics. Iu the name of our Catholic 
brotherhood we would beg of the Catho
lics of England and Scotland—not the 
Irish Catholics living in Great Britain— 
but our fellow Catholics of Euglieh and 
Scottish descent, to lose no opportunity 
of protesting againet these atrocities. 
Whenever a meeting Is held to denounce 

English
lie find hie way to the platform. Let It 
be made evident that whatever the small 
group of Unloniat or Coerclonist Catholics 
may say, they do not represent the 
Catholic. of their countries, and that the 
Norfolk» and the De Lisles only speak for 
themselves when they endeavor to aaaoclate 
English Catholic opinion with the alrocl 
ties of Tullamore, the massacre of Mitch 
elatown, and the deeda of the crowbar 
brigade. There is need for such protest. 
Only this week we have received a letter 
from one of the most prominent Catholic 
journalists ln the United States, ln which 
the writer says that American Catholics 
have almost given up hoping to we the 
Catholics of Eogland doing anything 
effectual for their brethren ln Ireland 
Fortunately we have on our side some of 
the highest and moet venerated names 
among the Catholics of England. While 
the Cardinal Archbishop Is with ns we can 
let the Unionists rej oice In the profession 
of a Norfolk, and a man like Lord Rlpon 
would outweigh a very considerable num
ber of politicians of the stamp of a De 
Lisle. But unfortunately the oldest, and 
In many ways the most influential of out 
Catholic papers is on the side of the 
bludgeons and the handcuffs, aud inEurope 
and America It Is supposed to speak for 
Catholic England. Unfortunately, too, 
some of our more wealthy Catholics have 
not outgrown the pn j rdlcee of three 
centurie», and are to be found to
day Ignorantly defending cruelty 
and wrong ln the name of lew and 
order ; and In thia world, nineteen cen
turies of Christianity notwithstanding, 
the rich men’s word goes very far, and the 
rich man's opinion Is supposed to be worth 
almost as much as hts money kgs. We 
honestly believe that the mejorlty of Eng
lish and Scottish Catholics are not In 
favor of the miserable and cruel policy 
now adopted in Irelsnd, but they are 
allowing a noisy minority to speak for 
them, and the time Is surely come when 
they should make effective end orgi nisei 
protest against this itste of thing*.

c im-

To say,

FATHER JOHN 1 HATER.

REMARKABLE BTOBV OF A PRIEST WHO 
WAS A NATIVE OF BOSTON, A CONVERT, 
AND WHO LABORED LONG IN 1HKLAND 
From a lecture recently delivered in 

Ireland by Rev. T. E Bridget!, a dietin 
guiahed U-demptoriet, on the conversion 
and subsequent priestly career of ltev. 
John Thayer, who was born in Boston, 
in the lest century,|ol!FuritBnioel extrac
tion. Tbia extract deals with a tour he 
made in Europe and the event»|to which 
Hied; I muet remind you that at the 
period of Mr. Thayer’s visit to Europe, in 
the year 1781, what waa called philo- 
sopby waa the fashion among educated 
people. Voltaire and Rousseau had just 
died, and their writings in France, like 
those of Hume and Gibbon in Eogland, 
had undermined all Christian faith At 
Ibe same time tboae who wished to be 
thought cultured and philosophical 
prided themselves, above all thing», on 
being candid and impartial. Mr. Thayer 
tell» ua how he boasted that in pursuing 
hi» inquiries he waa determined not to 
be converted, though resolved to ascer
tain the truth, for he “could not enter 
tain a prejudice willingly even against 
the devil. ’’ He add» that he waa very 
much atertled when a prieat, to whom 
he applied for information, told him he 
must say the Lord’» prayer for light 
Fortunately for himself be obeyed, for 
God seldom give» light except to those 
that pray for it. “Ask and ye ahall 
receive, seek and ye ahall find, knock 
and it ahall be opened to you." It 
would take me a long time to relate how 
Mr. Theyer’s prejudicea were gradually 
removed. Even when he came to aee 
that hia own sect waa in the wrong and 
to auapeot that Catholics were right, 
he resolved, whatever proof waa brought 
against him, not to make hia abjuration 
at Rome, for fear of taking a precipitate 
step. But “Providence," he aays, “ever 
watchful over me, did not Buffer these 
delays, which might have been fatal, 
but ordered veiioue events whioh baa 
tened my conversation.” The tiret of 
these was that he read a book about the 
guardian angels which deeply impressed 
him and meule him careful to avoid ain; 
the second waa the dealh of

BENEDICT JOSEPH LABRE 
Though 1 cannot now relate the aaint’a 
history, 1 will just mention that he waa 
a young Frenchman, well educated, who, 
by a very special inspiration of God, had 
left his family and country, and in a 
spirit of penance adopted the life of a 
pilgrim and a mendicant, praotieing the 
most wonderful austerities. For some 
time he had lived in Rome, and by his 
wonderful piety had become known to 
many ae "the holy beggar." At his 
death, whioh took place on the Wednes
day in Holy Week, 1783, on the 10th of 
April, a sudden and unaooountable rumor 
spread through all Rome that a saint 
waa dead, and before end after the 
funeral for many week» the church where 
the body wee deposited was so thronged 
with visitor» that the tomb had to be 
constantly guarded by aoldiere. In four 
months 80 000 «mail piece» of hie drees, 
or rather rage, had been distributed as 
reiiea, and hia fame was spread over 
Europe and even into China, Great 
number» of miracles took place on using 
these relice and invoking hi» interoeeaion. 
Well, these things took place juat when 
Mr. Thayer wee staying in Rome and hia 
mind growing disposed toward» the 
Catholic faith. But at first, instead 
of helping, they retarded hia 
version; for the report that a pilgrim 
and a beggar waa wotking miracle» 
aroueed all hia Protestant prejudice». 
Poverty and miracle» are two thing» 
which moat Protestants hate; for miraelea 
prove the greatneaa of God, and poverty 
ahows the nothingneea ol the world. 
Voluntary poverty has always been held 
in great esteem by the Churob, not only 
aa a practice of mortification, bat because 
he who embrace» it thereby proves that 
be understand» the true greatneaa and 
rioheaofman to consist in nothing ex
ternal. He exclaim», like St. Francia: 
“My God and my all !" But I must let 
you hear Mr. Thayer bimeelf apeak : 
"Such waa my situation when the death 
of venerable Labre and the miraelee 
whioh were said to have been obtained 
through his interoeaeion began

TO MAKE A NOISE AT ROME
and to become the aubjeot of every oon-

IN MUCH PERPLEXITY.
I can hardly expreea the violent state 

in which I then waa. Truth appeared 
to me on every aide ; but it was com 
batted by all the prejudicea which I had 
sucked in from my infancy. I felt all the 
force of the argumenta whioh Catholics 
oppose to the Protestant doctrine, but I 
had not the courage to yield. I clearly 
saw that the Cnurch of Rome ia estab
lished on innumerable and unanswerable 
proofa, and that her reply to the re 
proaohee of Protestants are solid and 
satiefactory ; but I must abjure errors in 
which I had been brought up, and which 
I had preaobed to others, 
ister in my own sect, and I must 
renounce my state and fortune. I wae 
tenderly attached to my family, and I 
must incur their indignation. Interests 
so dear kept me back. In a word, my 
underetanding was convinced, but my 
heart waa not changed. 1 wae in these 
circumstances, fluctuating and undeter
mined, when a little book, the ’Story ol 
a Convert,' was put into my hands. The 
author gives a historical account of hia 
oonvereion and briifly discusses the 
pointa which are controverted between 
Catholics and Protestante. He places in 
the beginning the following prayer which 
was communicated to him by a Catho
lic, to invoke the light of the Holy Ghost, 
and which the reader perhaps will not 
be sorry to see : O God of goodness, al 
mighty and eternal Father of mercies. 
Saviour of mankind ! I humbly beseech 
Thee, by Thy sovereign goodness, to 
enlighten my mind and to touch my 
heart, in order that, by meana of true 
'sitb, true hope, and true charity, I may 
live and die in the true religion of Jesus 
Christ. I am certain that, as there is 
but one God, there can only be one 
faith, only one religion, only one way of 
salvation, and that all the ways opposed 
to this one can only lead to perdition 
It ia thia faith, O my God, that I 
seeking with eagerness, in order to 
brace it and to gain salvation. I pro 
teat, then, before Thy Divine Majesty, 
and I swear by all thy divine attributes, 
that I will follow that religion which 
Thou wilt ehow me to be true, and that 
1 will abandon, whatever it may coat me, 
that in which I ahall discover errors and 
falsehood. It is true I do not deserve 
thia favor, on account of the greatness 
of my sins, for which I feel a profound 
Borrow, because they offend a God ao 
good, ao great, ao holy, ao worthy of 
being loved. But what 1 do not deserve 
I hope to obtain of your intioite mercy, 
and I implore you to grant it to me, 
through the mérita ol the Precious 
Blood, which waa abed for

r was a min

them let eome or Scottish Oatho-

am
em

ua poor
sinner» by Thine Only Son, our Lord 
Ji-eue Christ. Amen. “1 cast my eyes over 
thia prayer," continues Mr. Thayer, “but

COULD NOT PR1VAIL ON MTSEI.F 
to say it 1 wished to be enlightened, yet 
feared being too much so. My temporal 
interests and a thousand other motives 
crowded upon my mind and counter- 
balanced the salutary impressions of 
grace. At length the interests of eter 
nal salvation prevailed ; I threw myaelf 
on my knee» ; I excited myaelf to aay 
the prayer with the greatest sincerity I 
waa capable of ; and the violent agitation 
of my aoul, with the conflict» it had bus- 
tained, drew from me an abundance of 
tear*. I then began to read the book, 
whioh ia a abort exposition of the prin
cipal proofs which establish the truth of 
the Catholic religion. The whole of those 
different proofs, whioh till then I had 
only viewed separately—ao many raya of 
light collected, aa it were, into one cen 
tre, made a lively impreaeion on my 
mind, Beaidee, I did not make the 
same resistance as formerly to divine 
grace. I had not entirely finished the 
book when I exclaimed. ‘My God, I 
promised to become a Catholic.’ The 
same day I declared my intention to the 
family with whioh I lodged. It gave 
them joy, for they were truly pioua. I 
went in the evening to the coffee house, 
where I imparted my change to all my 
Protestant friends, and to repair aa much 
as I could the scandal whioh I had given. 
I defended the aanotity of Venerable 
Labre, and declared that I had 
proof of the truth of his miracle» than I 
would require ter any fact whatever. 
Moreover, not te be ashamed of Jeeus

An Undoubted Proof
of the beneficial qualities of Burdeok Blood 
Bitters is found in the thousands of authen
tic testimonials published by the proprie
tors. The original letters being in their 
possession, they can furnish proof positive 
ae to their genuineness at any time.
If you have the bronohltle, you often are 

hoarse,
Your throat's raw and smarting; your hack

ing, of course ;
And u you’re not oareful, the first thins you
Your lungs are attacked, and disease lays 

you low.

con-

many to confess monthly, and 
some even more frequently. He had a 
vast number of penitents, and I have 
been told that they were nicknamed 
Thayerites by those who did not relish a 
piety superior lo their own.

HIS LOVE FOR THE POOR 
was very great; he had learned thia from 
Blessed Benediot Joeeph. He had a 
private fortune when young, but he had 
ao entirely spent it in good works and 
aime before hia death, that Br. Downes 
tells me that he sold hie watoh shortly 
before hie death in order to relieve the 
poor. Mr. Hartney says that he left 
nothing to purohaae hia grave ; end Mr. 
Hartney'» father, out of reverence and

By using Dr. Pieroe’a Golden Medical 
Disoovery, bronchial affections and all 
kindred complaint» can be cured, but if 
neglected, they often terminate in oon- 
eumption.

An Old Favorite
that has been popular with the people for 
thirty years is Dr. Fowler’s Extract of 
Wild Strawberry for all varieties of 
summer complaints cf children or adults. 
It seldom or ever fails to cure cholera 
morbue, diarrhoea and dysentery.
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MANUFACTURING

UNDERTAKERS
Wholesale and retail. Outside the com- 

bine. Always open.
H. DRISCOLL * CO.

494 Richmond-et., London, Ont.

WILLIAM HINTON,
From London, England,

UNDERTAKER, BTO.
-Jbe enly house ln the elty having a 
Children's Mourning Carriage. FI rat

io r hire. 102 King street
vmiare
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Better than our Fear*.

1$Y AK<JELI<<UE DE LAM DE.

I
Ob, grieving heart! by anxloue cares op- 

preened
Pnektbliie ewyi 

ibeie tb

i
Elam on tb 

y woen,
yHaviour’n breast,— 
tby lonelluenn, tbyteam :

be better to tbee than thy fears.

Art ibou In wfaknep*. poverty, and pain? 
He’ll c< mfort thee till thou art wrong again; 
Gently n-mlrnl thee how, In bj gone yearn, 
He bath teen better to tbee than tby feare.

Hide l
IHe will
I
t
a
s
hThrough many a eunleee day and starless 

night,
Hie beacon-lamp has been lb 
His love has turned to sui 

tears,
y guiding light; 
lies tby bitter

When He was better to thee than tby feare.

r
ft
e

Hashed be thy murmuring# ! Israel's God Is thine;
He leadeth ihfe by Hie right hand dl___
Grieve not Hie tender Heart by eeJflsb teare
Is He not better to tbee than tby tuain ?
Though dark ibe present, and the past a 

tomb
Where ell tby Joys lie wrapped ln midnight
Walt ibou* in pstlent trust the coming 

years.—
God wlh be better lo thee than thy fears.
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lN. Y. Freeman's Journal.
SHORT INSTRUCTIONS FOB LOW 

■ASSES. H
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[Delivered by the Rev. James Done- 
hoe, rector of the church of Bt. Thomas 
Aquinas, Brooklyn, N, Y.j

XXXIV.
FINANCE.

Dear People : In this, the last in 
struciion on the sacrament of Penance, 
we shall endeavor to embrace in brief 
foim many things of importance for the 
people to know concerning thia 
ment which have been omitted in previ 
ou» inatrectiona.

In this aa in other sacraments the 
matter ia twofold, remote and proximate. 
All the sine committed after Baptism 
are the remote matter. The proximate 
matter consists in the three acta of the 
penitent, ot which we have already 
spoken, contrition, confession and aatie- 
faction. Sins previously confessed and 
remitted by absolution can be sufficient 
matter for the sacrament oi Penance, lor 
a sin remitted always remains a sin 
committed. Confession of and 
trition for that sin can lie renewed. In 
case a person come to conlession and 
confess no sin, mortal or venial, absolu 
tion could not be given, as there would 
be no matter for the sacrament. Venial 
sin :: suEcient matter for absolution. It 
sometimes happens that the penitent 
confesses matter doubtfully sufficient. 
In this case toe confessor asks the peni. 
tent lo confess a sin ol his past life in 
oruer that there may be certain matter 
for absolution and that the sacrament 
may be eayed from the danger of nullity. 
Those who go frequently to confession 
and who carefully guard themselves 
against falling into any sin alter telling 
their shortcomings should always tell a 
a sin of their past life in order to guard 
•gainst !he danger of exposing the 
lament to nul'ity and in order to obtain 
lhe fruit of tnesscrament. Those who 
do this must be careful to excite them- 
st ives to contrition. Remember always 
that the sacrament has three parte, con
trition, conlession, and satisfaction, and 
that each part is an essential one.

The form of the sacrament is the 
words used by the priest in giving abeo 
lution. As eoon as the priest says : “1 
absolve tbee Irom thy sins,” if you have 
confessed your sins aright, il you are 
sorry lor having committed them and are 
determined to perform the penance en- 
joined, then your sins are forgiven. The 
sentence of the priest is ratified in 
heaven : “Whose sics you ahall forgive, 
they are forgiven.”

A Jinn furpese of amendment is necessary 
in cider that your sins be forgiven in 
the sacrament of Penance. This firm 
purpose of amendment is included in 
contrition, for you could not be truly 
sorry for your sins without having tbia 
purpose of avoiding them in future. 
This purpose ought to have three quali 
ties. It should be firm, efficacious and 
universal. It must be firm, that is, there 
must be a serious decision on the part 
of the will by which you simply and abso- 
lutely determine to avoid sin in future.

It must be < fficacious, that ia, you 
must be determined not only to avoid 
ain but to take whatever meana are 
necessary for its avoidance. You must 
be determined to shun the proximate 
occasions of sin.

Your purpose of amendment must be 
universal. That is, it must extend lo all 
mortal sine, not cnly to those you have 
committed, but to those you might com 
mit. There can be no true and full con- 
version to God without an aversion to 
everything that is mortally sinful.

In case a person forget to confess a 
mortal sin and af tei wards call it to mind, 
it must be confessed in the next con- 
feesion. If a person forget to confess a 
sin through culpable negligence, the con- 
feesion is sacrilegious.

Confession should be preceded by a 
dilligent examination of conscience. 
The same diligence that ia uaually 
employed in other serious affaira of great 
importance will suffice. Equal diligence 
ia not required of all. Those who go 
frequently to confession will not have to 
spend as long a time examining their 
conscience aa those who have been a 
long time from that sacrament. Those 
engaged in business will require a longer 
time for examination than those who 
lead a quiet, uneventful life. The simple 
and illiterate are not expected lo arrive 
at the same accuracy in telling the num- 
ber of their sine as the educated, and, 
finally, the sick are not required to give 
so much attention to the examination of 
conscience as those who are well. The 
examination of conscience should always 
be preceded by a prayer to the Holy 
Ghost for light to discover and grace to 
detest your sine.

Let me say a word on general confes
sions. A general confession ia a repeti
tion of several confessions—of the aine 
of one'» whole life or of a part of it. In 
regard of general confession, it ia an 
axiom of theologians that for some it ia 
necessary, for some injurious, 
others advantageous. It is necessary, 
when the previous confessions have been 
invalid for any cause. If you have 
cealed a mortal ain, or if you have 
approached the tribunal without sorrow 
or a purpose of amendment, then you 
must make a general confession, extend-
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