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London, Saturday, Decqmber 9, 1899
CLERICAL CHANGES.

His Lordship' the Bishop of L.ondon
has made the following appointments :
The Rev. Father Traher, Pastor of
Mount Carmel, comes to the city of
London, to take charge of a new par-
ish to be formed in the East End of the
city. Rev. Father Tiernan, former

tector of the Cathedral, is appointed
Pastor of Mount Carmel. Father La-
douceur, of the Cathedral staff, goes tu
Sarnia to replace the assistant priest,
Father Hogan, who is changed to be
assistant at Mount Carmel.

The changes will take ¢ffect at the
beginning of the New Year.

¢ HIGHER CRITICISM" 10 BE
REPRESSED.

The Episcopal clergy of New York
have established a society for the pur-
pose of repressing the lrreverent
“ higher criticism " which attacks the
auiheniicity and truth of the RBibla,

While we fully admit that this so-
enlled higher criticism which makes 80
little of divine revelation is unworthy
of the designation It clalms, and ought
to be restrained, we cannot but reflect
on what a row would be raised con-
cerning the unprogressiveness of the
Catholic Church should the Catholic
clergy establish an association for a
like object.

DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS.

An Anglican clergyman recently
advertized in a London (Eng.) paper
that he is an effective preacher of
Evaungelical (or Low Church) proclivi-
ities,having been success{ul in winning
gouls and edifying his hearers. Inthe
game journal another advertises him-
golf as a High Churchman who has suc
ceeded in increasing the attendance at
divine worship in several parishes.
Both are looking for places where their
good qualities will be appreclated. It
{s no uncommon thing in Anglican
Churches that at one service ultra High
Church do:trines are preached, and at
another in the same Church Ritualism
18 denounced in scathing terms as de-
structive of the noble principles laid
down by the Raformation.

RECIPIENTS OF STOLEN AR-
TICLES.

(Genera! Fanston's indignation be
cause it was whispered abroad that he
was responsible for the looting of Cath
olic churches In the Philippines, now
appears to have been assumed for the
purpose of drawing a red herring
It was sald by Arch
bishop [reland that the General was the
actually guilty party, but that he
should deny the rumors which had
been circulated concerning him, other
wise the public would believe in his
guldlt.

It has now been stated by several
papers that General Funston or his
wife was the reciplent of some of the
articles which were stolen from a
church in Manila, and that they have
them yet, At all events it Is taken for
a certain fact that his threat to prose-
cute Archbishop Ireland and the San
Francisco Monitor was only a bluff,

across the track .

nyr ey INANTTr MY QIreT J K
THE FACULTY SUSTAINED

We notice by the Dally Telegraph
of St. John, N. B, that the trouble
which broke out in the University of
Fredericton in regard to hazing has
been amicably and satisfactorily
settled by the upholding of discipline.
A number of students had been gullty
of a serious outrage on account of
which the faculty deemed it necessary
to pronounce the punishmept of sus-
pension till Easter agalnst them. As
this would have caused their gracua-
tlon to be deferred for a year, the
students appealed to the Senate for a

sideration, the Senate determined to
sustain the action of the Faculty, and
thus to maintain discipline, and the
three Professors thereupon withdrew
their resignation.

The suppressing of the atrocious
custom of hazing will doubtless be of
great bencfic to the institution. The
maintenance of digcipline I8 also very
necessary to euccess in all such in-
stitutions.

CONTINUES THE FIGHT
AGAINST ROME.
Some weeks ago it was reported that
the Osservatore Romano had given ut-
terance to sentiments favoring the
cause of the Boers in the Transvaal
War. It was also stated that that
journal is the cfficial organ of the Vat
ican, but a contradiction was prompt-
ly cent out to the effect that the Vatican
was in no way responsible for its utter”
ances. The Toronto Mail and Empire
of Saturday quotes the sentiments of
the Osservatore Romano, and the editor
holds the Pope responsible therefur.
The editor, turthermore, in a sneering
manner endeavors to lead his readers
to belleve—to quote his own words—
““That any slaughter is providential
by which a pack of priests can gain
any material advantage.” We are
gorry to see the Mail and Empire per-
slsting in its vilification of everything
Catholic. It is, however, playing a
double game. To the Catho-
lics}; the management will be
able to say: ‘‘Look here, gentle
men ; this is our editorial page: you
cannot find anything objactionatle
therein.” Tothe Orange lodges he can
declare: ‘* Gentlemen, look at this
page! We are still doing business at
the old stand. We are flying the

Orange tiag &8 of yore, Uar moiio is
the same as ever— ‘To hell with the
Pope: No surrender.’” We might

here remark that the Mail and Empire
management is entirely responsible for
those articles offensive to Catholics
which appear from week to week in its
columns. Their author is one of the
staff of that paper and receives a salary
for his services.

MANILA, PAST AND PRESENT.

The Ave Maria announces that it
has received a number of papers pub-
lished in Manila since the occupation
by American troops, and they are
mostly of high price, one of them cost-
ing $20 a year as its subscription
price. There is but little reading mat-
ter in them, as the space is almcst en-
tirely taken up with advertisements of
beer, whiskey, wines, brandies and
other intoxicants. The six largest
dailies of New York city, collect-
ively, have less epace taken up with
liquor advertisements, than has one
fssue of the Manila Daily Times.

It appears to be the chief '‘blessing
of the civilization ” which has been
brought by the Americans to that city
that it is now filled with liquor saloons.
Under the Spaniards the people were
carefully educated in good schocis, and
religion was in a flourishing condition,
but under the regime of the new boast-
ed civilization the only school appears
to be the saloon.

Surely the American Government,
now that it has proclaimed that the re-
ballion is crushed at last, should at
once take measures to re-establish
order, and restore the churches which
have been destroyed, and the church
furniture which has been looted by the
American soldiery ; for there is not a
shadow of doubt that looting has been
perpetrated on a gigantic scale.

SISTERS ON THE BATTLE
FIELD

It is well known that the best nurses
of the sick, whether in hospitals or pri-
vate houses, are the sisters or nuns who
have devoted themselves to this work
for God's sake and not for lucre.
Hence their services are regarded by
Yovernments as most desirable, espec-
fally in the battlefiold and in the milit-
ary hospitals. They rendered great
sorvices to the American armies both
during the civil war and the recent
war with Spain, and were thanked
most cordially by the authorities on
these occasions. So also they are
rendering incalcuable service to the
British and Boer armies in South

It is not merely of late that the de-
votedness cf the good Sleters has been
shown, yet filthy and immoral lecturers
like Maria Monk and Mrs. Margaret
Shepard are welcomed and encour-
aged by hundreds of people in our
large cities to deliver lectures abusing
and slandering these devoted and self-
sacrificing ladles.

REV. DR. DE COSTA.

One of the most important events of
the past week was the conversion to
the Catholic faith of one of the
most distinguished Protestant Episco-
pal ministers of the United Stater,
Rev. Dr. Berjamin F. Da Costa. In
this issue we take pleasure in de-
voting & large amount of space to his
statement. To the New York Free-
man's Journal we feel tharkful for
furnishing us with an advance copy,
and to that paper we are also indebted
for the following interesting sketch of
the life of Dr. De Costa :

Dr. De Costa is, remotely, a descend-
ant of an old French Catholic family,
but his more immediate ancestors were
Huguenots, who settled in Boston
seven generations since. He was a
typical Bosion boy, bred in the public
schools and early took to literature,
writing for the Charlestown Advertiser
owned by his Brother, William Hick-
ling Da Costa. For full twenty years
he was a constant writer for this paper.
After leaving the public schools, he
spent seven years in preparation for
the Episcopal ministry ; serving as
Rector of St. John's, North Adams,

Mass., and St. Mary's, Newton
Lower Falle, Mass. He passed

thencs to the army, serving as Chap-
lain to the Fifth and Eighteenth Mass
achusetts Regiments. In 1S63 he
became Editor of the New York
Christian Times, an Episcopal Journal,
and afterwards of The Kpiscopalian
and The Protestant Churchman.
Later he wrote in all departments of
The Churchman. Hedevoied several
years to travel and study in Earope.
For a long while he preached and
lectured in connection with literary
work, which included the Editing of
‘‘The Magazine of American His-
tory.” Ibn 1831 he became rector of
St. John the Evangelist, and took a
prominent part in all progressive
Church work. He was a charter
member of the Huguenot Society, and
oune of the Editors of its first volume of
publication. He was also the
first President of *‘‘ The Church
Agssociation for the advancement of the
interest on Labor.” With Bishop
Potter, he inaugurated ‘' The Church
Temperance Soclety,” and was its first
Secretary. He was the founder and
President of the **White Cross Soctety, "
and inaugurated the ‘‘ Burial Reférm
Association.” He is one of the Chap
lains of the Grand Army. His life has
proved laborious and the last twelve
years have witnessed a constant
struggle with the sceptical tendencies
of the Episcopaliane, erding with his
letter of resignation to Bishop Potter.

While a very pronounced Church-
man, he was never affiliated with the
Ritualists, having no admiration for
their course, which he regarded as
empty imitation. In the mtdst of ail
his cares, he manifested an unfailing
devotion to Iliberal studies and pur-
suits, and the printed catalogue of his
works shows an unusual variety. To
carry on his studies he has worked
much among the origiual sources in
the libraries of Europe, including the
Vatican. His work on ‘‘The Pre-
Columbian Discovery of America by
the Northmen,” was republished at
the end of fifteen years. He pub:
lished, under the nom de plume
of * Willlam Hickling,” a novel,
““The Rector of Roxburg,” and
has also printed privately a emall
collection of Poems. Among his
minor productions is a ** Memoir
of his aunt, Sister St. Clair,” a
member of the Ursulines for fifty
VeAars. He counts among the in-
fluences tending to his reconciliation
with the Catholic Church, her prayers,
as well as the blessing he received at
the Vatican from Pio Nono, to whom,
with Mrs. De Costa, he was personally
presented by Dr. Chatard, afterwards
Bishop of Vincennes. He was one of
the contributors to ‘‘ The Narrative and
Critical History of America,” and has
written much for magazines and re-
views, besides contributing to encyclo-
pedias. He never knew an idle hour,
being ever inspired by anirrepressible
euthusiasm. His ‘* Discourses and
Lectures” have beeh reported for many
years, and a large number of his ser-
mons have been published, He has been
ciassed with ihe exireme opponenis of
biblical criticism, but he distinctly de
clares that in this respect he is mis
judged. He objects to ‘‘uncritical
eriticism,” which is little more than
open hostility to the Bible, which he
would have studied fearlessly with all
the helps that he brought to the work.
He says that he has no fears about the
tuture of the Bible, and that it will be

Africa, and the North London Adver-
tiser in & recent issue, under the title
‘' Brave Women on the Battlefield,”
says of the Little Sisters of Nazareth :

“ Bngland must be proud of such brave
ladies, and those that slander their religion
should go and do likewise instead of bearivg
false witness against their neighbors. The

mitigation, and this body shortened
the term of punishment till Docember,

whereupon three members of the |
taculty—Professors Stcekley, Dixon, '

and Raymond— resigned. This action
took the Senate by surprise, and the
appeal was reconsidered. On reccn:

press of all shades of opinion have re
cognized their heroic devotion to duty. The
| Sisters have evinced the spirit of martyrs.
Having the option to leave, they decided

main in the midst of danger. They have
been devotedly tending the wounded on both
sides, and we are glad to know that the
Boers, who bave been generous to their in-
stitute, welcomed their mnoble jefforts as
heartily as the British,”

amply protected by the Catholic
| Church. It is understood that he has
| prepared a paper with reasons for
| entering the Catholic Church, these
being contained in and grouped
around a statement of ‘‘the Place of
Holy Seripture in the Catholic Church,
which i8 now committed to a defence
of scriptures from which there can

never be any retreat.
1

without exception and without fesr to re- |

If the crowns of all the kingdoms
of the world were laid down at my
feet in exchange for my books and my
love of reading, I would spurn them
all,—Fénelon.

MAN WORSHIP,

Taking into consideration the fact
that neurly all Protestant sects are 80
persistent in accusing Cathollcs of
Saint-Worship, it is a matter of sur-
prise that many of these same sects
are themselves so strongly addicted to
man worship, while, on the other hand,
the men to whom they accord this
homage are not at all to be compared,
either for heroic sanctity, or for the
correctness of their ethical and relig-
fous boliefs, as are the Saints of the
Catholic Church.

Among Anglicans, it can ecarcely
be eaid that the founder of their
Church is regarded with the venera-
tion which amounts to man worship.
The character of the wife-killing
Henry VIIL is too evidently gross to be
vindicated frrm the charges of licen-
tiousness and murder, and the major-
ity of Anglicans leave his memory to
its fate, to be abhorred by all who bhave
any respect for the Christian virtues.
Yet Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley are
certainly looked upon by them witha
higher veneration than ordinary men.
But with Presbyterians the homage
paid to Calvin and Jobn Knox is akin
to that idolatry which they so strongly
condemn, for they practically hold
doctrines which these men maintain
must be held and believed even if for no
other reason than because Calvin and
Koox maintained them.

It is the boast of the Baptists of
America that they hold firmly to the
teachings of Roger Willlams, while
the Methodists, when engaged in po-
Jemical discussions with each other,
appear to think that it is sufficient to
show that John Waesley believed in
any doctrine or practice to establish it
as God's truth. These sects haye, in
tact, practically set up the infailibility
of their founders, or those whom they
regard as having some claim to be
considered as their founders, instead
of the infallibility of the Church of
Christ, or of the successor of St. Peter,
though certalnly not one among these
founders can quote Scriptural author-
ity justifying him in establishing a
new sect to reform the Church which
Christ Himse!f established on earth.
And yet none of these founders were
examples of the heroism of virtue
which led a St. Patrick to preach the
faith in Ireland, or a St. Ignatius to
establish a soclety of priests who
should face every terror of persecu-
tion, even death itself, in order to
carry the good tidings of salvation to
the uttermost ends of the earth. The
whole life of these Saints was devoted
‘¢ to the greater glory of God,” which
phrase was specially adopted by the
gons of St. Ignatius as expressing the
motive of all their actions, But in
the lives of these great Catholic Saints
we find no such deeds as the burning
of Michael Servetus by Calvin, the
murder of Rizzlo, in which Knox was
an accomplice, or the encouragement
given by John Wesley to the rioters
who perpetrated so much havoc among
Cathbolics in London ! the er-
ship of Lord George Gordon in May
and June 1730, when Wesley laid it
down as an ethical proposition that
¢ no Government, whether Protest-
ant, Pagan, or Mahometan, should
olerate Popery.”

We are led to make these remarks
by a lstter which appears in the
Literary Digest of November 25 from
a Lutheran minister who is the pastor
of St. John's Church, Allentown, ¥a.,
in which the w iter repudiates a
gtatement which had appeared inthe
Digest of Nov. 4 to the effect that
trere are none now, even among the
Lutherans, ‘‘ who believe, as Luther
taught it, the doctrine of imputed
righteousness, which he called ‘‘ justifi.
cation by faith alone.” This clergy-
men agserts that this doctrine *‘is
continually heard in our pulpits
throughout the world, and in a tone
as positive and unequivocal as was
preached by Luther himself.”

Further the article in the Digast

Lad aal .
bhad sald :

“.What person calling himself a follower of
Luther would dream of advising a penitent
to sin all the more in the name of Christ, be-
cause when sin abounded there did grace
more than abcund.”

The clergymen says in reply to

this :

“ The sufficzient answer to this slander is
the denial. Luther never gave such advice
to a penitent, nor taught it anywhere in his
germons or writings. It had its source with
his defamers in the sixteenth century, as
there are those who still seek to give the
slander currency in the nineteenth.

It is certain that Luther, in his
treatise on Christian Liberty, of which
there were two versions—one Latin,
the other German—Ilaid down the
monstrous doctrines that having faith
is incompatible with good works, and

that the believing soul cannot sin,

| ¢ becauge although ;I have sinned,

this Christ who is within me has not
sinned : this Christ in whom I believe,
acts, thinks, and lives in me, and

alone accomplishes the law, It euf
fices to belleve in the Lamb who
takes away the sinsof the world, Sin
cannot snatch us from this I.amb,
although we were to commit fornica-
tion or murder a thousand times each
day.” In conjunction with this he
added that ‘* indeed sin would make
him holier on earth and merrier in
heaven."

It is but a subterfuge to say that he
did not teach this to any penitent,
for he taught it to all who might
read his works, among whom it i8
to be presumed there were some who
desired to learn from him how to be-
come penitents.

We see in all this the same man-
worship of which we bhave already
spoken. Because Luther started Pro-
testantism in Germany, his teachings
must be vindicated at all hazards, how-
ever licentious or wicked they may be.
In the same epirit the Augsburg
Confession {is maintained by this
Lutheran pastor, though that also has
undergone several changes. In re-
ply to the question in the Literary
Digest : ‘* Who to day holds fast by the
Augsburg Confession ?”’ he answers:

““Wae reply that, with certain insignificaut
individual exceptions, every Lutheran
Synod in these ['nited States embracivg
more than 1,500,000 members; and also in
general, the Lutheran Church of the world
pumbering above 55,000,000 of confessors of
the faith contained in that Confession. Not
only does the Lutheran Church hold fast by
the Augsburg Confession, but there is clear-
er and stronger grasp of the taith it contains
and sets forth, Even in this, our own time,
characterized by such general doctrinal
laxity and growing unrest among many of
the Churches, ‘ the followers of Luther'are
standing nearer together and are uniting as
one man in the maintenance of this form of
the faith delivered to the Saints. Were a
Lutheran clergyman to openly teach any
other doctrine, he would be dismissed, and
promptly, from the Church whose doctrines
he repudiates.”

We will not dwell upon the inconsist-
ency of a sect which is based upon the
principle that each individual is him-
self the uitimate judge of what he
should belleve, issuing an excommun-
fon against those who use their own
judgment, further than to say that it
is an unpardonable egotism in a min-
ister of such a sect to stigmatizthose
who differ from him as ‘‘ insignificant
Individuals. "

We shall, therefore, proceed by re-
marking that we have here, again, a
specimen of man worship, for what i8
it but man- worship to cling so pertin-
aciously to the Augsburg Confessson,
which, like the Westminster Confes-
slon, is admittedly but the work of
uninspired and fallible men, of whom
that cannot bs asserted which was said
by S:. Paul of * the Church of the liv-
ing God " that it is ‘* the pillar and the
ground of truth. This can be predi
cated only of the Catholic Church,
which comes from the Apostolic Church
by lawful succession of ministry, and
constant teaching of the doctrine of
the Apostles.

A GREAT WORRK.

An Extract From Father Elliot's Life
of Christ, With Colored Illustra-
tions by Tissot,

* God's loving condescension went
even further than taking the same
buman nature taat Adam had tainied
by sin ; Jesus i3 not merely Adam’s
descendant, and that of saintiy men and
chaste women, with the greatest of
saints for His mother ; but His blood is
also that of apostate and idolatrous
kings acd shameless harlots. By His
mother, however, that blood was
passed to Him as if through a divine
alembic, and cleansed till it was the
immaculate blood of a perfect human
ity—worthy, if such a thing were
possible, to be the humanity which
should be wmade instinct with the
divinity. Thisis the fuli meaning of
the words of Isalas: ‘' A virgin shall
conceive and shall bring forth a Son
and bis name shall be called Em-
manuel—God with us.’

‘¢ Jesus was, however, a perfect type
of the Hebrew people. The renowned
race of Israel made Jesus of Nazareth
its heir. The fulness of David's
mighty courage was His ; Abraham's
peaceful contemplation of God and
faith in the promises were His ; every
noble human quality of kindness® or
loyalty or bravery or patience iuher:
ent in the Jewish nature flowed down
into the heart of Jesus. In the super-
natural order, all the predestination of
God for this favored people was con-
centrated upon Jesus, togeiher wiih
the completeness of all possible spirit-
ual endowments of faith and hope and
love. The glorious memories of the
heroic past shall be radiant upon the
brow of the Hebrew Messias. Lowly
as may seem his lot, the Man Christ
shall outshine all His ancestors in
majesty, & majesty only the more in-
spiring because it adorns the gracious
quality of universal love, which is the
paramount prerogative of His royalty.”

Tissot etill maintains his pre-emi-
nence in the world of art, and the Cath
olic World Magazine for Christmas
publishes a number of his pictures
which are associated with the birth and
early history of our Lord.

- e

Without the faith, and without that
Catholic instinct which faith createe,
all the moral, social, political and in-
dividual problems of a generation get
wrongly focussed, inadequately appre-
hended, and rashly solved.—Bishcp

Hedley.

REV, DR. DE COSTA BECOMES 4
CATHOLIC.

A Clear Presentstion of His Reasong
Therefor.

THE PLACE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH,
We are indebted to the New York
Freeman's Journal for the advance
proofs of the following letter of Dr
De Costa, in which he states at length
the reasons which prompted him to
become a member of the Catholic
Church:

With profound gratitude, I acknowl-
edge the great goodmess of God, who
mercifully lightened my path, giving
grace to overcome the deep prejudice
implanted by false education ; and has
now led me, not without trial, yet with
a Shepherd's gentle hand to the fold of
the Catholic Church. Faith is the Gift
of God, and, whatever agents may he
employed, primarily, it 18 God the
Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the Faithful,
who must be our Guide. My course,
therefore, in entering the Catholic
Church may not be ascribed to any
mere human impulse ; and yet I must
indicate the mode of thought that
stands connected with s0 great a
change. This change is not the work
of a day or a year. The process be-
gan very long ago. Those who were
pear me plainly saw that my theolog-
ical views were undergoing evolution,
and that I was outgrowing the system
in which I had been trained. Oan the
other hand, the community at large,
or at least the observant portion famil-
far with the tendencies ot Reformation
theological systems, must see that the
position I take is intimately connected
with great changes in modern thought.
The sad, fallen estate of Post-Reforma-
tion belief has forced upon me a recon-
sideration of principles, the result of
reconsideration being the conviction
that the Reformation was not based
upon any true foundations.

The issue precipitated in connection
with the Biblical Criticisin forms only
one of many difficulties of the Protest-
ant situation, and I came Lo recoguize
the Reformation of the sixteenth cen-
tury a8, theologically at least, a monu-
mental failure, a revolution, in fact,
against the Catholic and Apostolic
Church.

The world 1is
more and more aware of the
nature of that movement, &snd
the passing of studious Anglicans
over to the Catholic Church, should not,
under the changed conditions, be
deemed phenomenal.

For the last forty or fifty years an
impressive procession, composed of
clergy and laity, has been moving on
from Canterbury to Rome. The signifi-
cance of this spectacle is too evident.
It cannot fall of application in con-
pection with new individuals. It
would be idle at this late day to credit
recent examples to impulse, misunder-
standing, or transient emotion. The
current {s as steady as the flow of the
Gulf Stream, and points to world- wide
causes. The Romeward movement is
prompted by a re-reading of history
and an increasing knowledge of the
issues involved. It is guided by an
irresistible logic. The individual ex-
ample is significant when furnished
by men of large learning and incor-
ruptible character. Persons of this
stamp carry with them a weight of
authority, and their case sarves to iu-
dicate the strength of the reaction in
favor of the Catholic Church. These
unusual testimonies possess evidential
value. Newman's * Apologia " and
Ives' “‘Triala of a Mind " not only
serve to bleze a path through the dim,
tangled Anglican wildwood, but they
powerfully convince many of the legi-
timate nature of the cali to accept the
Roman position.

When the thinkers like Newman
pass out from their environment and
render their obedience to the Papal
authority, thoughtful men must pause
and ask what it means. Not a tew of
those in doubt and unable to make an
original investigation, might reason-
ably accept the experience and coun-
sel of men like John Henry Newman.
For myself, however, I may say, that,
if the gifted author ‘‘Lead Kindly
Light " had never spoken, and if Man-
ning, Faber and Wilberforce had never
lived, my own mode of thinking must
inevitably have led me to my preseut
faith. The Protestant world has now
reached the advanced stage predicted
by Newman, and its acute symptoms
furnish especial reasons for leaving
Anglicanism that never existed before.
The moribund theologian may not be
aware of the state of modern thought,
yet, nevertheless, when the curtain of
the twentieth century rises, men of
alert sense and ingenuous minds will
recognizs a new world. Living men
among non Catholics are even now
somewhat conscivus of the actual re-
ligious conditions. This is one expla-
nation of the ‘‘ Higher Criticism,”
which has discovered that the whole
Reformation system is in peril, propos-
ing to meet the emergency by the use
of a reconstructive criticism which
forms simply a eop to the Cerberus of
unbelief, strengthening the appetite it
would appease, creating a demand for
still more preposterous prepositions,
and piling diffi;ulty upoa difficulty.
Pelion upon Ossa. All the while, such
seems to be the confidence ingpired by
this new learning, that the new Rabbi
is able, in the presence of an unparall-
eled exigency, to maintain his hostile
attitude with an imperturbable aplomb.
Confident of his methods, he cannot
realize that Rsformation Christianity
is deemed, ‘‘intellectually bankrupt ’
by thoughtful and discerning men,and
is rapidly approaching a catastrophe.
This 18 evident, not only from
an  examination of principles,

now becoming

but from its actual condition
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in cur working day world. Though
the Reformation Party has had
poeeession of this 1and ever since the
first permanent KEoglish colonv was
planted at Jamestown, in 1607, one
nevertheless discovers from the last
census, that, in 1890, this party had
not only failed to take religious pos:
gesslon of the Uaited States, but had
left forty two out of sixty two milliont
of the people outside of any ecclesias
tical organization. The advocate of
the Reformation has indulged in high
play, and has lost. Feeling the emptt
ness of the situation, multitudes are
turning away from the personal re
cognition of all religion ; whilst others
with better thought, finding religior
to be an inextinguishable craving o
the soul, are anxlously asking : * T
whom shall we go for the words o
eternal life?” In this great crisis th
Catholic Church appears, fresh, fai
and strong, after the conflict of th
ages, '*her brow and breast mad
peautiful with scars,” offering th
wavering world Salvation throug
Christ, the one Mediator between Go
and Man. Many turn away with scofl
ing on the lip, but with a dread pre
sentiment in the heart, the dark fore
boding that plagues the souls of thos
who sin againet light ; while, on th
other hand, others are giving then
gelves to inquiry as never before, an
are becoming convinced of the justic
of the Catholic claim. To day the stud
of the Fathers, the Schoolmen and th
Councils is being prosecuted anev
with the facilities that have bee
placed  within reach by ti
labors of the last half centur
rendering 1t comparatively eas
to obtain the benefit of knowledg
bearing upon the claims of the Catk
olic Church. Therefore, the authori
of the Church is becoming apparent
intelligent seekers after truth, who
minds are not hardened into confirme
hostility to Catholic thought. Ido nc
however, propose to offer any apolog
for entering the Catholic Churcl
Standing in the midst of modern r
ligious systems toppling to their fz
like columns in the Tempie of Karna
no defense need ba offered for accey
ing & firm and uushakon Cathol
Faith. I shall not enter upon arg
ment, or seek to detail reasons for re
dering allegiance to Rome, but w
gpeak in a general way on one bran
of the general subject, namely, T
Position of the Holy Scriptures in t
Teaching System of the Catho
Church.

In what I have to say, [ trust 't
I may be understood as desiring t) ¢
press my views with all due respect |
opinions of non-Catholics, and that
may transgress no rules of charity
any allasion to the views of those w
whom I was so long and pleasan
associated and whose happiness a
welfare will always remain, as in |
past, subjacts of affactionate solicitt
and regard.

For some years I have stood w
men who sought to vindicate the Sic
Scriptures and rescue them from a
fense which is generally regarded a
dishonor : and since, moreover, it |
been charged that those who g0 o
from the Protestant to the Cathi
Fold gain no advantage in respec
the condition of Biblical Criticism
shall try to meet the charge. Lot
proceed,therefore,to suggest that,in
ndgment, the Roman Catholic Chu
is entitled tothe profound respect .
confidencs of all classes of non-Cal
lics who honestly aund reverently
herae, as of old, to Holy Scriptura ;
for the reason that this Church ho
without compromise, to the Bible
the plenarily inspired Word of (
The Church of Rome stands be
English-speaking people, and Prot
ants everywhere, as the unique
solitary defender of the Bible in its
tegrity and entirety. No other 1
maintains this uncompromising
tude. The attack upon the Bibl
shown by Mr. Mallock, in his rem
able article 1in the Noven
Nineteenth Century, as coming |
Protestant critics, who seek
save the Scriptures by reducing t
to the level of other so called Sa
Books of the [East. The
posite position of the I1man Ch
ig shown by the Encyclical of Leo :
Providentissimus Deus, 1893, w
leaves no doubt. Quoting the Co
of Trent, the Holy Father says
the Books of the Old and New T
ment, ** whole and entire,” *'cor
revelation without error,” the
Ghost having inspired men to !
“in apt words and with infa
truth.” The Encyclical, therefor:
clares that ** it follows that those
maintain that an error is possik
any genuine passage of the s
writings, either pervert the Ca
notion of inspiration or make Go
Author of such error.” Leo XIII
poses of the ‘‘ Higher Criticism
tha following manner : ¢ There
arisen, to the great detriment of |
ion, an inept method, dignified b
name of * Higher Criticism,’ «
pretends to judge of the origin, i
rity and authority of each Book
internal indicationsalone. It is
on the other hand, that in hist
questions, such as the origin ar
handing down of writings, the w
of history is of primary impor!
and that historical investigation ¢
be made with the utmost care, an
in this matter internal evidence
dom of great value, except as con
tion. To look upon itin any
light will be to open the
to many evil consequences
will make the enemies of
lon much more bold and cor
in attacking and mangling the §
Books ; and this vaunted ‘Higher
cism will resolve itself into the
tion of the bias and the prejuc
the critics. It will not throw
Secripture the light that is soug




