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The Bible as Literature and Much More.
ROBERT STUART MACARTUUR.
VI
(Continued lrom last issue,)

The True Theory of luspiration.

What is known as the dynamical theery is that
which is supported in these lectures: iy also has the
suppos
on both sides of the Atlantic.
that inspiration is not a natural but a superhmman
fact, and that it is a special ard unique work of
God in the soul of man, It holds with great
carnestness to the affirmation that the Scriptures
are neither exclusively human nor entirely divine.
It must be affirmed that the Seripture
wrotg not passively, but actively; nct mechan:
ically, but consciously: and n-t impersonally, hut
personally.  Inspitation ws:d all the pe rsonal
peculiarities of the writers; it emploved all their
excellencies in conception and expression,  all
their abilities in reasoning towerd conclusions,
and in toomulating those conclusions; and it also
used even their defects in reasoning, an! thete
inzlzgancies of literary style. The Bible thus
presents Cod's truth in hwmman forms. Para-
doxical though the statement may seem, ¥t is
literally truz that the humanity of the Bible is a
conclusive proof of its divinity. The writers of
the Bible were not typawriters, but typists; they
were not God's pens, but God's peomen. The |
bush in whichh Gol appzared to Mos:s remained
the bush, while yet it glowed with supzrnal splen-
dor. The apostles did not cease to be men when
they becamre apostles.  The Spirit of God to)k
the faculties with which they were endowed, and
wreught throungh them for tihe declaration of
truth and the revelation of God. These writers
were thus so guided by the Holy Spirit as to
secure absolute accuracy in all the ethical and
doctrinal teachings of the Biblz. Their thoughts
were inspired, but their wo:ds w ere not dictated.
They were so controlled as to make ro error of
dcetrine,
of exprossion each writer was left to the spontan
cous movement of his own m'nd.  This theory
is to-day azcepted by the majority of English,
Scottish, and American theological writers,

infallibl: Record,

Thus inspiration secured an infallible trans-
mission of Gzd's thoughts through the minds,
tongues, and hauds of holy men ofuld.  Irspira-
tion was neither omriscience nor sanctification,
Sometimes it communicated new truth; some-
times it simply guidel men in collecting and
arranging existing materizl. The union of the
human and divine in the construction of the
Bible is one of its striking glori it is not too
much to say that it is one of its divine excellen-
cies. Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word, was
both human and divine. The Bible, as the
revealed word, :s Both human and divine, The
union of humanity with divinity in Jesus Christ
uniquely fitted Eim to be the Saviour of men.
The union of the human acd the divine in the
Bible uniqueiy adapts it to be the infallible rule
of faith and practice of men made in the image
of God. Any criticism of the Bible because of
the human element which it contains is utterly
illogical; as well might we criticise Jesus Christ
because of the human element in His birth, life,
character and work. It is possible to prove the
divinity of Christ because of the perfection of
His humanity. No strcam of human thought
and life ever flowed through this world and
rezched so high a point as the life of Christ; but
no stream can rise higher than its source, If we
deny the divinity of Christ, we cannot explain
His unique humanity. We are bound to account

of the best theological thinkers of our time |
This thecry holds

writers |

though in all that pertains to the mode |
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l for Jesus Christ as we account for other great
i characters of history, ancient and modern,
we tiever shall be able to explain the height to
i which the stream has risen, except we acknowl.
edge its source at the throne and in the bosom
of God. Tt is easier to helieve in the Scriptural
“account of Christ’s divine origin as scen in His
unique birth, thaw to attempt to account fur
CChrist’s life iw its purity, power, and divinity, of
_we deny the unicity of 2Tis birth,  In like man-
uer, it is casier to believe that the Word
of Gaod was written by holy men of old as they

Uexplain the Word if we deny that fact, The
llniun of the human and the divive in Christ is
! an element of His perfection as the Saviour of

i men,  So this twofold element in the Bible ts a
proof of its fitness as the revelation of God to

I man.  1f God is to communicate truth!to men,
! He must talk to men as men and vot as dngdw

| seraphs.

hie Bible thus remains a unique book,  Every

Christian mind recognize s in it a fuller knowledge

!and a divieer authority than are found in any

other book, The Divine Spirit makes Himself

eIt on every page: He shings forth in matehless

! glory du every chapter.  In these sacred pages

Cod’s mind conies tnto conscious contact with

minds, We may  well believe that  the

riptures were inspired, among other reasons,

i becanse of their inspiring effect upon the thought

tand speach of all their students.  Here light

breaks forth as from the very throne of God,

We are conscious of the enlightening, enobling,

purifying, humanizing, divinizing influenceaf

the mind of God revealed e the Word of God
which we call the Bible,

In a later chapter reference will be made to
views originated by English deists, German
! rationalists, and by positivists of many shadcs of
i theught.  Objections which are made to the
inspiraticn will alto be named and answered, and
positive proofs of the inspiration of Scripture will
 be adduced. Let us kold fast to this holy book
as the word, not of men, but of God, as the word
I which is to be our guide in life, and by which at
| thelast we are to Le judged in the immediate pres-

. ence of its divine Autnor.

' {To be Contivued,)
{
|
{
|

PO e s
Warted——3 Chureh.

Avnurr E. FisN,

This pastor is not without a chursh,"but has
i in mind the kind of a church he wants should the
+ Spirit direct a change.
1. Wanted.—A church that is a body of
| believers and fodowers of the Lord Jesus Christ
ard not a mere sxial organizaticn,

2. Wanted.—A church that will depand more
on the Holy Spirit for success than on_an orator.

3. Wanted.—A church that will make intellect-
uality subordinate to spirituality

4. Wanted.—A church that has not become so
set in its ways that it will object to modern
aggressive methods of work.

5. Wanted.—A  church composed of mem-
bers who will regard it a priviege and a duty to
attend its stated meetings.,

6. Wanted.—A church that desires the gospel
freached.

7. Wanted.—A praying church. The devil is
not afraid of a broad, liberal, intellectual church,
but he is terribly afraid of a praying church.

8. Wanted.—A church that will pay its ex-
penses promptly.

9. Wanted.—A church that will not set up in
the “ice cream busines,” to pay the pastor's
salary nor any other church expenses.

My ideal is fully met in the I now serve. I
am not sure that when tne Spirit directs a change
he will send me to the church went, but at any
rate, I know what I want just as much as the
church knew that adopted the set of resolutions
headed, ““Wanted a Pastor,”” printed in your
issue of June 29th — 7he Commoniealth.

CuerryviLLg, N. J.

Do not blow your own trumpet; tor which is |
the same thing, ask others to blow it for you;
' No tfumpeter ever rose to be a general,
|

i were inspired by the Spirit of God, then itis to |

- T e ]
The New Haast,
But ——

i Ezekiel had exhausted all the resources of
| human persuasion i his attempt to reform the
nation. At hist, when the fortunes of Judah had
i reached their lowest point, it was given him to
see that the hope of the future was in God's gift
| to the people of a new heart and a right spirit.”
| He learned the lesson that the hope of every oue
i who seeks to lead individual men cr a nation te
better ways of life is not to be found in ‘“‘resident
i forces,'” but in a fupernatural impulse.
If tlurg has been a tendency in our day, as
i some allege, to make education, culture, and
eivilization the substitutes for the regenerative

. power of the gospel, we can well understand why
it is that apparently we make so little headway
Christianity
It isa

! against the worst evils of our time.
. is vastly more than a system of truth,
. power, supernatural but not magi
i tirrouglt truth, making the beart responsive to
tnew motives, cleansing the affections, clarifying
' the vision, and bringing the interior life into
fellowship with God.
Becanse this power of the gospel touches the
1 seeret spring of human activity, 1t is the source
of every good thing i life. That is the thought
that particularly festens the attention of Ezekiel.
" He sees that the new heart is the condition of
. restoration to the land of promise, of deliverance
from sin_ of carthly prosperity, of right living,
of national good, and of character that honors
God.  Each of these points he elaborates by
approprate imagery.  But th: root idea behind
all ot these repres:ntations is that the true ideal
. of human hfe can only be realized as the out¢ome
of the regeacrative work of God upou the human
spirit.  He sees in the naw heart the promisz and
th: power of everythiug that makes human life
strong and beautiful.
" We can hardly fail, also, to notice that this
age of Iizekiel marks a transition in his owa
s of the power that is to reform men and
instituticns.  Hitkerto he has spsnt himself in
! showing the folly and wickedness cf the times,
He has sought to strengthen the best in man
against the worst. He has believed in the good-
ness of resident forces. Now he does not speak
of something to be done, but of a gift to be
{ received. God Himself is to purify and mvigor-
ate human souls, not ecause men are worthy,
but for the sake of His cwn name. The new
i heart is not something to bz merited or earned,
! but a gift to be received. We cannot com-
{mand it, but we can take it. It is the very
" simplicity of this truth that obscures the gospel
to sy mauy mir's, We find it hard tc con-
ceive that the cholcest experience and poss
of life should be a gift. And then, som:ztims,
our minds opened to the fact that God only
wanted us to rceeive h's gift, and we took it
honestly and respons’vely, and hehold, the sub-
tile, mighty, inward change of th: reg:nerate
life was wrought in us.

Such lines of reflection, suggested by this
lesson, lead us to a nxw appreciation of the work
of preaching the gospel, and the ministrations of
the Christian church. It is not art, or education,
or culture, or civilization that brings to sinful
men the forces that change dispositions, and im-

part the vitel encrgies that blcssom in lovely and
strong character.  That force resides only in the
gospel, acd the man or the church that brings
this power into relation with the world is dcing
the most for the world.— Watchman.

R Question of Marriage.

The Unitel Presbyterians will not yield to
the common sentiment on the right of a man to
marry his dead wife's sister, if he wants to. The
Westmi Ce icn's dictum i in-
violate that-a man may not marry any of his
wife's kindred nearer in blood than he may of
| his own. The ecclesiastical conscience has
tremendous power in its grip. It holds on to
what the standards declare to be right in spite of
chmgmg sentiment, and sometimes in spite of
rezson's better judgmenl Now, it appears to
many that if a man is under necessity to seek a
second wife, a sister of his children's mother
| would be mest adapted to give them a mother's

love and care, But ecclesiastical eyes see untold
| danger in permitting this thiog to happen. For
| many years the Bishops of the English Church




