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Peatls And Pebbl s

Modern Mhenians and Q estioning Detractors

Wi W Baker,

Exruse then if von wili, the majority
speakers for tae Righer critiersn S cak
tone:

There isno Peiniry

The so-called divinty e f Christ is a divinity of
which we all may 1e partalors,

of the
in this

The atoncinent is ot God's seceptanee of the,

punishment of the muocent instend of 1t of the
gty 1 as ane of the tnivessal §o U ohite
which Christ is its most pericet exang

There never was such an one as

Regeneration is spiritual Fipe ning,

Other religions besides the Vliristian religion
shonld be respected,

As to the futnre Jife we know nothing, but
science may vet tell us mors,

The Bible does not ¢ nitain a code of laws to be
accepted without gnestion,

I cannot excuse them if they pose ae
teachers with such a belief P adm!

am,

Christian
re them if

they'd leave the churches and eolleges, reared |

and supported by those that wpho'd the doet
that ordinary minded peop'e clicye tine b
teach, but [ will not excnse them, bot rather op-
pose them, with all the power God Rives i
they go where they belong, to Lo s
those they win hy such t aching as tiv shove,
All honor to the politician thiat, clangmyg lis
views, resigued his seat becanse e had uone so,

But what can we say of th we that pose us Cheste !

ian teachers, suffering themselve: 1o he SOppoi ted

hy those that believe they teach the ol | ¢ sioued

doctrines and remain among them to poison therr
minds?  Now I grant thew the nght o poion
minds and overthrow the faith of some, it ti ey
desire to do so, prov i g they'll st o iy and
80 where they belong; bat T protost a uinsy th u
subtle t aching withont a fair and s juate stape-
ment of what they intend to do, beior - tins that
trust them. I wish come Buprist Cliarelies had
more stamina and would risc up and say: 4
do nol belicze in Christ, nor weirac, $, nor the Bib
W& Do Please resign”’ Such a thing wonld not
be needed if some great thinkers were as great in
hoi esty of purpose.

You may call this plain speaking, but s time
forit. The time has come for s to take sides
All hail to those tat will bs clear.  1{ any  man
will not be so, let him step ont till he knows
where he stands.  This poor, old world wecds
men that can ve definite, those that belicve n
somthing.  This is possible, for Ged has not left
himsclf without witness, We can say as did ov e
master: **We speak that vie do know and testily
that we have secn.”

I'd rather be a stoker on an occan steamer,doan
in the hot depths of the vessel, sweating my i
away, than one supported by a church to precch
doctrines believed by it, yet insidionsly preaching
otherwise. If such a man would be fair and
open the people would know what to do —unless,
as I've found it in a few cases, he has been there
long enough to win their minds to his teaching,
then the body is no longer a Christian chureh

Another thing about these wentlemen: T ey
look with pity upon those that think otherw ise
than they. To them the common 1eple know
nothing  But I disdain their pity and this is
why I speak i1 the first person. I aw willing
that they shoul. . 1 w where one stands at least
I'll nut make an idol of any of them and worsi i)
him.

The latest move of these brethren is in en-
deavoring to reduce the miiracles of the Bible to
things that did not occur by Divine interposition;
they are doing their level best to explain away
all these evidences of God's supernatural power,
They claim that the Israelites passe | by the Red
Sea on a sand bar, that there were 1o walls of
water on b th sides of them as they passed
through the sea. Regarding the crossing of the
Jordan one of them says: ‘“The text says noth-
ing as to the shape the accumulating water
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! assumud, nor as to whether the acenmulation was
cansed by wiracle or a Taondslip or some other
natinal catastiophe, or Ly cugineering, though
Ill' tlenee of the narrative perhaps excludes the
ast "

CAstothe falling of the walls of Jericho they

faccount jor this quite easly, in two wavs: by the

+ traviping of tie people as they walked around the

. city thisteen thmes for (hi- shook the toundations
of the walls, aud the blowing of the horns, which
stk the beviote of the acoustie propertics of
the place=-thus the walls foll,  In atl they
wined to minimize the power of God,

Now 1 ok at what the Bible savs iu thism: sr:

U e ehildren of Is el went into the miidst of b

¢ sea upon tie dry ground and the waters were a

fwall wato them on their  richt hond

pand on o their fefy “As  the  feet
of the priests thit bore the ark were dipped in

i the britnof the water , . . the waters which came

P from ahove stood and yose upinone hean.”

" In the varrative concerning the siege of Jericho

we find that the priests blew their trump:ts every

time they went ar uad, and when they in faith at

Cthe end of the seventh time of compassing the

city on the seventh day Blew their trumpets at

the comma d of Joshua, he said “Shout for the
it doord hath given you the city.”  (Perhaps they

Pwlbade ‘tilat the sta ading np of Rahab's house

p Was A dniracle, @t least )
i Fiith says 1 believe God.*  God conld make
the Tstaclites to triumph as we claim, He can
i o anvthing: ayve, even make a ish big enough to
swallow the Statue of Liberty,  He con ahsolute-
call, from our siandpoint,

@

Iy override what we
nature’s law; but L am inclined to believe that
" some fulks have not hecome pers nally acquainted
with the supernatural new birth enough to be-
cheve in muet else than the laws of rature. The
¢ Way some stick to the “Yetter’ and ignore the
| Uspirit” also shows  their  natural tendency.
But excuse me making a fuss over a few: most
O the people would not know of such as those 1
Wier G0 were it not that we pastors spoke of
; L, atticked them and defeated them before
i Eyes every once ina while.  Let us go on
cprorening the truth as it is revealed to us in
o 'swoid, giving all glory to God instead of
ing to detract from i, Never mind the
‘s,
die country pastor talked about them so much
ta partially deaf old farmer said 1o acompany
> mal: members of the church at the close
service in which the pastor had pitched into
higher critics until his face was red with
fgnati m and the bow of his white necxtie had
“ted to the hack «f his neck, “What are them
¢ gher enttors that the preacher speaks of so
el 2T Then followed an e¢planation that
j Gudn't guite explain; bhut the old man went away
c el dying them with Paine, Ingersoll, Catholie
privats aud all detractors from he tuth,

z -

The Value of a Pastor,

suecess of a chinreh and by suecess we
mean s eflicency in performing its
proper funciion in advancing the inter-
ests of the Kingdom of God—largely
| depends on the charac er, ability and spiritual
| pove of its minister.  Time dnd again we have
reen run-down, discouraged, ineflective churches
! become prosperouns, courageous and efficient by
securing the right sort of a man as a pastor. A
| poor minister can bring any church to the verge
of ruin; and a good minister can redeem almost
any situation,

We are perfectly aware that at this point we
are interrupted by the brother wno asks if we do
not believe that the Holy Spirit is the important
factor in church efficiency. VYes, of course we

{ do.  But the divine organization of the church

| Provides fur pastors and teachers, and churches

| ought not merely to depend on the Holy S;irt,
but to employ the weans which the Holy 8 irit
has declared He is pleased to bless.

Unless we greatly mistake the recent drift in
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all our Protestant congregations is away from
i the proper recognition of th » place of the minister
in the diving cconomy of the church, Take it,
{ for example, in the phase of the ministers’ work
| that has to do with preaching.  Prof. William
| Clarke attributes the declive of interest in
{ preaching in part 10 the influence of the Chris-
| nan Endeavor 8sciety, which, however intention-

ally, has magnified the value of meetings for
what is called *‘testimony’’ at the expense of
i preaching,  Other reasons arising from the
i development of other oiganizations could also be
teadily assigned.  No one who is deeply conver-
sant with the inner life of our churches can
doubt that there is a lessened interest in the
| thoughtful, and authoritative unfolding of the
truth  The tendency everywhere is appareut to
| believe that the *testimony® or crude interpre-
| tations of those who know little abont the Serip-
i tures and who have never deeply pondered the
Christian revelation, on the whole, 1s as valuable
| as the intelligent, and well-considered exposition
of the truth, Our congregations greatly need
| the iy sight and outlook that co ne from prolonged
| study and meditation and experience of life And
one reason why churches ¢ not become strong is
i that they are fed on milk a.d not on meat,

And no church can expect to prosper unless it
is properly shepherded, and its activities cor-
related by a wise pastor,  You might as well try
fo run an industrial establishment without a

i superintendent or a ship by a cumumittee, as to
| have a chorch realize its best efficiency without a
‘ pastor. There needs to be some central author-
| ity, some one brain which surveys the whole
ficld, and, appraising correctly the value of sepa-
rate resources, can bring the entire force of the
i organism to bear npon critical points. No deacon,
| or board, or committee can do this. The church
| in order to realize itself and to employ its own
/ resources wisely must have a pastor, whose
|

recognized position imposes the right and duty
of oversight and guidance. A church makes a
capital blunder when it thinks that it can wisely
mike up arrearages by going without a pastor,
and subsisting on “‘supplies’’; or when it puts
youth abov: wisdom and experience; or does not
use all the means in its power to secure t! ¢ pastor
{ that those who know thz church most th: roughly
| deem to be best adapted to its conditions,

During our inability to go abroad on account
of a severe attack of asthma, we have been often
comforted and cheered by the good news that
comes through the papers, and by letters from
brethren that the good work of reviving grace is
| being enjoyed in many of the churches. Though
| absent in body we are present in spirit, invoking
| the Almighty power to be manifested in the con-
| version of lost sinners, and the God of all arice

is hearing and answering praper, and blessing
!llw work of faith and labor of love performed
by many of his dear servants. We are pleased
| t> hear from Rev. E. R. Ganong that God has
| revived the churches on his field of labor, at
Belvea's Cove and McDonald's Point. These
‘ churches had become much weakened by deaths
| and removals, so that they were mostly made up
of widows and girls, but now there has been
’ several strong brethren brought in who will be
" of great help to these struggling interests. Bro.
Ganong has baptized over thirty and added them
to these churches according to their locations,
We had a pleasant call from him a few days ago.

We also had a very pleasant and profitable call
from Rev. A. B. McDonald He is looking hale
and hearty as he did twenty years ago; and still
continues to preach as opportunity affords with
his usual and accustomed vigor and power. May
he be spared for many years to proclaim the
glad tidings. Many friends from the country
are calling upon us and showing their apprecia-
tion of the Home MIssiON JOURNAL,

P,

God gives us what He knows our wants require,
; And better things than these which we desire,



