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Brant and Adjoining Counties 
Bee-keepers* Convention

(Mr. B. R. Root of Medina, Ohio, 
having arrived was requested to lake 
the chair.)
,Mr. Root.—This is a little bit unex­

pected and I hardly knew what was 
meant when I was requested to step 
over here and take this chair. If you 
had given me a little warning I would 
have had a speech ready. I certainly 
appreciate the honor you have given 
me, and I am very glad to meet you 
all here. I understand Mr. S. D. House 
of Camlllus, N. Y., has a paper on 
"Uulldlng up Colonies for the Honey 
Flow."

Mr. House—Mr. Chairman, Ladles, 
and Gentlemen: I am going to give 
you a talk instead of a paper, the sub­
ject Is one of much importance and has 
many factors. As every structure 
should have a foundation so our sub­
ject will have Its foundation. We will 
build that foundation in the fall prev­
ious to the honey flow and the mateiial 
we shall use for that foundation will 
be the queen. In the past half century 
apiculture has made some very rapid 
strides. We have Improved our imple­
ments, our hives and manipulation, but 
can I say as much for our race of bees. 
I believe that if we were to Import It­
alians from their native haunts that 
we would find the weakness of our race 
or strain of bees to-day. Queen breed­
ers have shown us what can be done 
by selection In breeding golden Ital­
ians. They have a variety there that 
Is good, In Its way, and If that can be 
done In one line It, can be done In an­
other. Our Italians fail In my Idea of 
coming up to the right standard of pro- 
llflcness, and If we are to branch out 
Into high pressure brood rearing we 
certainly must have high pressure

queens. We find there are several 
races which have desirable charcater- 
istlcs. l'or instance, there Is th . Car- 
nlolan. The> are wonderful wax pro. 
ducers, not only that, but they an 
prolific and I think they are superior 
to anything I ever saw in the Italians 
I have said that the queen Is the foun­
dation, and I am going to mention that 
the queen must be young, for In youtl 
we have all the vitality we will ever 
get, so with a young queen in the (all 
we may breed up the colony to a strong 
populous condition, ready for the win­
ter and that colony wintered outdoors 
with good protection, or wintered In a 
good repository, will winter well and 
come out In the spring comparatively 
In the same condition.

When they are removed from the re­
pository our first duty should be to 
make an examination of each colony 
and And out the true condition within 
They may not have enough, or they 
may have far too much stores and 1 
would about as soon have them short 
of stores as have the hive crowd*! 
with honey. Not only that, but wt 
must see that the hive is propel 
cleaned out and our next point is 
make a protection for the brood cham­
bers. The ordinary cover furnished 
supply dealers Is not sufficient proti 
tlon. To get the best results we si 
have a cover that will carry a m 
conductive protection of some kind 
something of the telescope cover 
have In use.

In the course of fifteen days or aboi 
that time the queen has occupied 
the space, and this will bring 
the point of temperature, if we di 
to spread the brood of that colony 
must have a higher temperature, 
believe Newport says that a bee 
quiet takes from three to five respll 
tlons, and is then quiet for sevet 
minutes, then takes three or four 
respirations, etc., but when they 
very active, he says, they take 160
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