OUR PLANET'S DESTINY.
(By Rev. Joseph Hamilton, Lindsay,

Ontario, author of “Our Own and Other
Worlds.”)

A short time ago there was an article
in the Christian Herald on “Our Plan
et's Destiny.” Tt was a study in
Now, astronomy is a science
of demonstration. Observation and cal
culation are the sole factors that enter
into it. We ean hardly avoid speculation
also, But it is a pity when this comes
in. as not only does it lead to mere
but divorces wmany from the
study of the grandest science that is
known, Tt is felt that after all noth.
ing is certain, and so the matter loses
mueh of its interest. But a great deal
can be known to a certainty: and we
are thus introduced to the mystery and
clory of the universe, which have an
everlasting charm.

1 think it somewhat of a pity, there
fore, that the author of the article re
ferred to deals so much in mere specu-
lation, instead of ascertained facts. No
doubt he could give an array of the most
wonderful facts if he had chosen to do
w0t and these wonld be sufficiently over
whelming in glory. But instead of that,
he forecasts the final fate of our planet,
whiech after all is a matter of mere spe
ulation Tn fact the plans and opera
tions of the Creator are far too vast for
puny man to have more than a mere
~limpse of them.

Bnt let me note one or two things in
the realm of ascertained facts; and 1
think the effect will be to commend
this glorious science to a more general
appreciation and study. .

Take one fact in regard to the distance
of some of the stars. There is nothing
that we know of that has such a bewild-
ering rate of motion as light. Tt traverses
the amazing distance from the sun to
the earth in eight minutes. That would
mean that it would flash round the earth
seven times in one second. When that
amazing conception gets hold of you,
think of this—that the union of the tele-
seope and the photograph reveals stars
<0 far away in space that their light
would not reach us in less than ten
thousand years!

When you have realized that stupend
ons marvel. take another fact in refer
ence to the size of some of the stars.
They must be of unthinkable size, else
they would never be =een, they are «n
far away. But take the fact that this
varth of ours is a mere speck in com
parison to the size of the sun. Tt would
really take fourteen hundred thousand
earths to be equal to him in bulk. To
be sure, he looks small; but that is be
canse he is so far away., Yet he is really
a speck himself in comparison with
some other suns. There is one sun we
know that is two hundred times of
greater bulk; and even that sun is proh
ably but a speck compared with others
away in space.

astronomy.

guesses,

If you have imagination enough to
realize this, think next of the nwmber
of the stars. They seem numerous en
ough, as seen in the sky on a starry
night. But all we see is as nothing to
the number that the telescope reveals.
Suppose that all of these were brought
near enough to be seen by the naked
eye, what would be the effect? The en
tire dome of heaven would be a solid
mass of gold round and round the
world. Not only so, but yon would have
to pack the stars in many layers to find
room for them in the sky. Yoo might
take off a solid layer of stars, and you
wonld have a golden dome behind.
Then you might take off another solid
layer of stars, and still you wonld have
a golden dome behind. Then you might
take off another solid layer of stars, and
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6till yon would have a golden dome be
hind. And thus you might take off fifty

lid layers of stars, and still you
would have a golden dome behind! Oh
the immensity and glory of the starry
hosts!

T need eay no more. Surely it is evi
dent that astronomy should be taught in
the public schools, Tf it had been so
taught during the last fifty years, there
wonld be less materialism in the world
today. For in the stndy of astronomy
wa rise from natnre up to nature’s God,
until we are lost in wonder, love and
nraise

TORONTO.

Rev. 7. W. Bell, of Kew Beach, aske
to be retired or account of econtinued
ill health. Mr. Bell has been in the
minietry almoet forty years. His con
gregation ask him to be retained as sen
for pastor, offering a retiring allowance
of $500. He has accepted the offer.

Torontn Preebytery sends the follow
ing commiesioners to the General As
remblv: Ministers—Dr, Pareons, Dr.
Pidgeon, Dr. Gilray, Dr. Milligan, Dr.
MacKay, Dr. R. D. Fraser, Walter Amos
(Aurora), R. C. Tibh. Dr. Shearer, Dr.
McTavieh, Alex. MacGilliveay, Alfred
Gandier. Elders—W. D. Ballantyne,
John Lowden. R. 8. Gourlay, J. Me
Clure, Geo, Keith: the other seven to
be nominated by Seseions and will he
elected at nex! meeting of Presbytery.

The election of officers for the Knox
College Students’ Missionary Society re
sulted as follows: Preeident, A. 0. Cam
eron, B.A. (acclamation): 1st Vice-presi-
dent. R. Duncaneon, B.A.: 2nd Vice-pre
aident. 7. W. Tohnseton, M.A.; Treacurer,
T. A. S8ymington, B.A.: Recording Rec
retary, G. P. Brvce, B.A.; Financial 8ec
ratary. W. A. Cameron, B.A. (acclama
tion): Corresponding Seoretary, A. A.
Seott: Reeretary of Committee, W. B.
Johneton: Conncilore, B, A, Gardner, .
Boyd, H. A. McFarlane. O, H. Best. The
generons enpport of friends who have
aided in the nast has so enoouraged the
snciety that it feels juetified in extend
ing its fleld of operation thie year. The
aim s to supply 40 fields, heing five
maore than las  vear. Thie will increa o
the expenditure, but the soofety look:
forward tn a very euccessful year.

Poreirn Missionary Tidings for March
contain: the following list of new Life
Membhera: Mre. Pickard, W.F.M.8. Aux
iliary presentation. Rossland, Man.; Miss
Flizabeth ~ Christie,  Utiea Aunxilary,
Whithy  Preshytery, Manchester; Miss
lessie Donalda Bell, The Westminster
Anxiliary Toronto; Miss Mary MeGilli
vray. presented by  Whithy Auxiliary,
Whithy: Mrs. John Dobbin. Drummond
Hill Auxiliary, Niagara Falls; Wiss
Adaline M. Cooley, presented by Drnm
mond Hill Auxiliary, Niagara Falls;
Mrs. Robert Dalgarna, Newdale Auxili
ary. Newdale, Man.; Miss K. Walker, W.
F.M.8, Auxiliary. Orillia; Miss Jean
iowanlock, presented by St. Paul’s Mis
sion Band, Port Arthur; Miss A, Mit
chell presented by Westminster Auxil-
iary. Toronto; Mrs. John Mutch, College
Street Auxiliary, presentation; Mrs, W
J. Anderson, College Street Auxiliary,
oresentation by Mrs, Gilehirst; Mrs, D,
Brown, College Street Auxiliary, present
ation by Miss N. Brown; Mrs, Lawrence
Hunter, College Street Auxiliary.

The above Life Memberships were giv-
en on the occasion of the twenty-first
anniversary of College Street Church
Auxiliary, Toronto. Miss Mary Murehi
son, W.F.M.8, Auxiliary, presentation,
Lucknow: Mrs. J. A, Snell, W.F.M.8
Auxiliary, Moosomin: Mrs. W, T. Allan,
W.F.M.S. Auxiliary, Collingwood; Mrs,
A.- Gandier, presented by The Murray
Vitchell Auxiliary, St. James BSquare,
Toronto; Miss M. MeGregor, “The
Ganld,” M.B., Kippin; Miss Gretta
Gauld, “The Gauld” M.B., Kippin,
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PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.

The Preshytery met on the 5th March
specially to consider the subject of
Church Union, as instructed by the Gen
eral Assemblv. The attendance of mem
bers wa: large, and the interest deep.
Principal Gordon moved a re~ [ntion
expreseing gratification at the report of
the TUnlon Committes, noting with
pleasnre the progress made;: and that
the Preshytery proceed to consider the
report with the view of offering sngges
tims as directed. He spoke at lenegth in *
explanation of the proceedings. Rev.
Dr. Mackie moved in amendment to
strike ont the first two clanses of the
resolution, adopting the nther. The mo
tion of Prineipal Gordon was carried by
a vote of twelve to six. The doctrinal
basis of union was then considered. Tt
was read section by section, and a num
ber of snggestions made, some of which
were adopted and others rejected. A=
the honr was late when this point was
reached, the Preshytery adionrned to
the regnlar meeting next morning.

The Preshvtery met and spent the
whole day in the transaction of ordin
ary business. The demission of the
charge of Macdonald's Corners, ete.. by
Mr. Gny was accepted: and Dr. Mac
Tavish. Kingston, appointed moderator
of the vacancy. The proposal to form
Qtirling intn a s=eparate ocongregation
was approved, and the eommission of
Preshvtery instrneted tn meet there and
andeavor to secure a re arrangement of
neighhoring congregations. Rome remits
from the General Assembly were con
«idered: that relating to the place on
the roll of assistant pastors was decided
to he given only to thnse regularly eall
ed and indncted as assistants and sne
fessors, Reports on  Angmentation.
HWome Mission, and the examination of
sindents were presented and approved.
Seve,  'ndents are at a stage to apply
for liew a, and a number of others are
prepare tn take mission work for the
summer. Rev. Mr, Sheaver reported on
Qhbbath schools. The report was much
more satisfactory than that of the pre
vious vear: and several valuable recom
mendations were made.

G. M. Macdonnell, K.C.. a member of
the Assembly’s Committee on Temper
ance and Moral Reform, addressed the
Preshytery on this sibject, and snggest
ed the appointment of a committee
This was done, with Mr. Maedonnell
convener, and Rev. Mr. Taidlaw vice
convener, Rev. Mr. Smith reported on
1. P. societies. Twenty-four of these
are in the bounds of the Preshytery.
Little progress could be reported: and
a number of recommendations were made
with the view to improvement, the last
in favor of the appointment of a general
fleld secretary, also approved with the
others. Rev. Dr. Mackie presented a
long and able report in church life and
work. Tt followed the questions, asked
by the Assembly’s Committee, bearing
on the Church’s relation to the ecom
munity. Several members spoke on the
subject in conference: and the report
was cordially approved. The Presbytery
adjourned to meet in Kingston on the
first day of July next.

Rey. Dr. Maclean, of Avonmore,
preached a powerful Gaelic sermon at
Maxville last week. The attendance was
large. and many greatly enjoyed hear-
inz the Gospel in the language familiar
in the long ago.

Owing to the illness of Rev. W. W.
McRae, the service in Knox church,
(iamebridge and Beaverton, was con-
ducted last Sabbath week by Rev. D. W.
Best, of 8t. Andrew’s.

Brockville « Presbytery nominates Mr.
Walter Paul for the moderatorship of
the Montreal and Ottawa Synod, and a
capital nomination it is! Mr, Paul will
make a model moderator, and we hope
{0 see him take the chair at Lachute,



