
SCAKDINAVIA AND TI-E WAR

main with Englanci, t.hough owein view Rzussia,
With some appreliension. The sympathies of Sweden
are to a large extent with Cerman.iy, although this
imp'lies no aimiosity towa.rd England, and is coupled
with a great deal of genuine love for Fra-nce. The key
to the situation is that Sweden doos not love Gernîany
so muich as she fears,ý a.nd for that reason hates, Russia..
The main features of Swiedeni's geographical situation
are in themselves an e-xplanation of the Swedish state
of mmid. Sweden and Norway are joined alonig four-
fifths of their entire length, andi the IÇoelen Ridge, mhiech
screens N\orway so eifectively, is of littie use to Sweden
iii this respect, a difference rising out of the conformiation
of the peninsula. The sound IhetN,'eeni j.weden -Ind
IDenmiiark is only a mile and a liall wvide at oiie poiint.
Firoin Germai,,ny to the southern coast of Swedcn is only
a short cruise. The Isla.nd of Gotlali.icd, on the eastern
coast of Sweden, projeets far into tlie Baltic, offering
an equal temptation to Russia itnd Germany. The
Alanci Islandis practically forni a bridge froîn Fmnland
to the Swedish coast just north of Stockholmi. Thiere
-irc a-i dozen points along t.he northerninost half of
Sw-eden -%'lere a Iandcing of troops fromi Filnd coulci
be easiiy effectuIt. And fînally., Sweden and IRussia.
iiieet. at thec head of the Gulf of Botiiki. at a- point
-whenice a railwa.v st-arts .a cross the Kocleii M,ýoiintiis
to an ice-frec harl.our on the Norwcgai.an coaist.. And
thec region tia.pped by that ra.ilway conitains,- uniimiitcd
stores of somne of the best iron ores known to thec world,
not to mention ot;hcr inierai resources and a -%onderful
weaith of timber.

Let us also reca-il a few historicai data.. Whien
Sweden lost F inland to IRussfia in 1809 the two countries

had been at wa.r for more than t.wo hundred years,


