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wheat on the edge of the coonibe, and
will only let the spring moisten a yard
or two around it ; but there a few
i-ushcs have sprung, and in the water
Itself brookhme with blue flowers grows
so thickly that nothing but a bird could
hnd space to drink. So down a-ain
trom this sun of Spain to woody coverts
where the wild hops are blocking every
avenue,and grecn-flowercd bryony would
hun climb to the trees; Where grey-
flecked ivy winds spirally about the red
rugged bark of pines, where burdocks
hght for the tootpath, and teazle-heads
look over the low hedges. Brake-fern
rises Ave teet high

; in some way wood-
peckers are associated with brake, and
there seem more of them where it

flourishes. If you eount the depth and
strength of its roots in the loamy sand,
add the thickness of its flattened stem,'
and the width of its branching fronds,'
you may say that it come, near to be a
little tree. Beneath where the pr.nds are
bushy marc's- tails grow, and on the
inoist hanks jointed pewterwort; some of
the broad bronze leaves of water-weeds
seem to try and conquer the pond and
cover It so firndy that a wagtail may run


