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m^tri gratia, for 'verse.' 'Lay' is probably

Before the EpUaph Gray originally inserted this stanza—
" There scattered oft, the earliest of the year

By hands unseen, are showers of violets found:
The redbreast loves to build and warble there
And little footsteps ligiitly print the ground!"

Gray afterwards omitted the lines, as forming too long a

K'eve? wroie
'^ "' '" themselves as exquisite a, anythig

119 Cf. Horace, OJgs, iv. 3, i—
" Quern tu Melpomene semel
Nascentem placido lumine videris."

[In what sense did scunce smile on Gray's birth ?]
124 A friend. An editor annotates: "The friend whomGray gamed from heaven was Mason." Correct him
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