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To my utter stupefaction they were nn

seconds before,—and they were <ron« . ?
«tood still. I looked to ^ig^tanfleft }eawnosign of them in any direction It

Ce^thVi.^
''^*"°™' •'"'^ gV^nTswa^!

'There were two gentlemen standing

JlW •n.'"»^"nt a«?o,' I said to a norter at m?elbow
; „-h,ch way can they have gone ?^^

^J
saw no gentleman, sir,' replied the

The whistle shrilled out again Th«guard far up the platform, held up his armand shouted to me to 'Coieon t'^
'

If you're going on by this train, sir '

saidthe porter, 'you must run for it.'
I did run for it, just gained the carriageas the tran, began to move. wa. shovedTnbv

with^Mr
•

n*^
left breathless and bewildered

my ha^d.
^''«"''»«"''«

» «i«ar.case still in

»i*lJ"TJ*" «*'''J?18«'t disappearance in theworld. It was like a transf^mation trick

^ a F«ntom,me. The, were there one mo
lTZS~;?*'P*'''y *'**™' telling with thews,light full upon their faces f and the n^tmoment they were gone. The^e ^^ n^ S"rnear,-no window,-no staircase. It waTamere slip of barren platform, tapestried "th

SatrsT'"*"- ^^-I'^-ytSingbe moJi

It was not worth thinking about : and vet

Jr "Zlf'-^
"^""^ not helf pondering .ionit,-pondenng, wondering, conject-- .a-turning .t over and over in^'m^mir a„*dbeating my brains for a solut^n of the•mgma. I thought of it all the wVfromBlackwater to dayborough. I thou^t o^

i*
*"*''« ''ay from*^Clayborough toDnmbleton, as I rattled alon| the smooth

snfiZt^ K1 ^u*"" d°«-«=art drawn bTasplendid black mare, and driven bv th«

grooms"
'"' '*P^""* '' E«,t AnU':

i,T" '^'u
*•" °',"* ""'«» •«» something lessthan an hour and pulled up before the lodge

gatesjustasthechurch-cIockwasstrikLS
past seven. A couple of minutes more,* andthe warm glow of the lighted hall wasflooding out upon the gravel, a heartygrasp was on my hand and a clear,Svoice^wa. bidding me ' Welcome' to' fiuL

whi"*f TV"^ i'."
f'""".' wid my host,when the first greetina wn. n»«, . .._'. u '

no time to spafe. We dine' a't ' eighi,7nd
there are people coming to meet you ; so voumust ust get the dressing business over mquickly as may be. By the way. you w"meet some acquaintances. The Biddnlnhs
are coming, and Prendergaat (Prendergast

...
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of the Skirmishers) is staying in the house

disagreeable experience, but a nrettv liVfla
bachelor's chamber, hung witf a delolt!
chintz, and made chUrful !y a blazifigSI unlocked my portmanteau. I tried to beexpeditious

; but the memory of my railwayadventure haunted me. I could not get freeof It. J could not shake it off. It impede!me,_,t worried me,-it tripped me up,-itcaused me to mislay my studs.-to m stiemy cravat -to wrench the buttons of my
that the party had all assembled before Ireached the drawing-room. I had scarcelypaid my respects to Mrs. Jelf, when dinnerwas announced, and we paired off, someeight or ten couples strong, into the dining!

I am not going to describe either the guestsor the dinner All provincial partiesW
the strictest family resemblancerand I kSnot aware that an East Anglian banquet o"fers any exception to the rule. There was the :

usual country baronet and his wife j therewere the usual country parsons and theirwives
; there was the sempiternal turkey andhaunch of venison. <• Vanitas vaniUtum "

i here is nothing new under the sun.

f^Kl7*T •P'^'^.
*'^"' '"•'^^•y down thetable. I had taken one rector's wife down

to dinner, and I had another at my left

LTu*^*
Th«y talked across me, anKr

AtlZ'hth'""'-
^* **^ dreadfully dulK

h»Vl^f>K '^°""^*P*"»«'• The entrees •

had just been removed, and the turkey had

an JoTL*'"' 'AT'- ,
'^^^ conversation had

all along been of the languidest, but at this

Z^!r' 't 'ifPP'"*'* *^ ^"""^ Btagnatod ait

"

Cm l. f^ ?Y'»8
carving the turkey. Mrs.

ii»fv''''*l"'''^"''*';r*" *'T'i"«to think ofsomething to say. Everybody else was sil.ent Moved by an unlucky impulse. Ithought I would relato my adventure.
By the way. Jelf, ' I began, • I came

ofTouL'.'
°' the way to-dayWh a frfend

'Indeed!' said the master of the feasti
slicing scientifically into the breast of thaturkey. 'With whom, pray T'

h.'.r^'*!!i°°?
^''°.,''^'^" me to tell you thathe should, If possible, pay you a visit h«f""

vnnstmss.

'

"

* I cannot think who that could be, ' said
'

my friend, smiling.

Mrs!*JeTf!"*
^ *^'^'"' ^"P'* ""Sgested

I shook my head.
• It was not Major Thorp/ I repUed.


