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210 THE EBB-TIDE

« But, see," he said, suddenly pausing. " Can

you? Can the thing be done? It—it can't be

easy."

" If I get within twenty foot of 'im it'll be donej

so you look out," said Huish, and his tone of

certainty was absolute.

" How can you know that ? " broke from the

captain in a choked cry. " You beast, I believe

you've done it before !

"

"Oh, that's private affyres," returned Huish;

" T ain't a talking man."

A shock of repulsion struck and shook the

captain; a scream rose almost to his lips; had

he uttered it, he might have cast himself at the

same moment on the body of Huish, might have

picked him up, and flung him down, and wiped

the cabin with him, in a frenzy of cruelty that

seemed half moral. But the moment passed;

and the abortive crisis left the man weaker. The

stakes were so high—the pearls on the one hand

—starvation and shame on the other. Ten years

of pearls! the imagination of Davis translated

them into a new, glorified existence for himself

and his family. The seat of this new life must

be in London ; there were deadly reasons against

Portland, Maine; and the pictures that came to

him were of English manners. He saw his boys

marching in the procession of a school, with gov as


