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Samuel Chase of the Supreme Court should be im-
peached, he simply penned a note to Joseph Nich-
Olson, who was then managing the impeachment
of Judge Pickering, raising the question whether
Chase's attack on the principles of the Consti-
tution should go unpunished. "I ask these ques-
tions for your consideration," said the President
deferentially; "for myself, it is better that I should
not interfere." And eventually impeachment
proceedings were instituted.

In this memorable first message, the President
alluded to a little incident which had occurred in
the Mediterranean, "the only exception to this
State of general peace with which we have been
blessed." Tripoli, one of the Barbary States, had
begun depredations upon American commerce and
the President had sent a small squadron for pro-
tection. A ship of this squadron, the schooner
Enterprise, had fallen in with a Tripolitan man-of-
war and after a fight lasting three hours had forced
the corsair to strike her colors. But since war had
not been declared and the President's orders were
to act only on the defensive, the crew of the Enter-
prise dismantled the captured vessel and let her go.
Would Congress, asked the President, take under
consideration the advisability of placing our forces
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