
TKMPllKAKV STOR.\nE.

Somotinu. u is .lirti.M.Ic to .vt ,,1I ,1... .-mp „. ,h. ,,.,1,^ at .H.^Kin^ tin,,.. ,,n.lwhea thi« ,s tbo .-us., til,- ,,„tato.s ,ua,v b.- put in pilos of foitj- or fifty Ini hrU i„ .,

l.Ia,-,. whoro water will not li- and ..ov.t.,! with .traw, wi,h a littl.- earth ,n top to
lun> them do-, inoro .arth bein^^ put over tlu- straw if tlu- woatlur 1k-,-o,„.. ,.o1,1 Jf
the potatoes are diseased, however, it is not safe to pile the.n i.i this way. and eyen
If they are healthy, piling,' in the field should be avoided if at all jM.sible, as the erop
IS much easier to handle afterwards in the eellar than outside in tho cold, perhaps
iu-lement, weather. If potatoes are foun,l to be diseased at di,.,^n« tin.e. a ko.kI
t'lan IS to hx up a plaee in the barn where it is ..uite ,lry and where frost can be kept
out for a time and spread the potatoes in shallow i)ilcs.

Many persons are ^rowins potatot^ for the first time this vear in either small
or moderately large ,,uantities. The methods just deseribed .'an .,e used by such
lH>rsons in many cases. In other eases the .p.antity ^rown bdn^^ „uite m.uII. eaa
all be stored in the cellar as soon as the potatoes are ,\uix. In storinr in the eell-ir
it IS better to keep the potat.«>s in bo.xes or eraf.s rather than in ba^s, as tho latter
«re liable to rot. Moreover, when the potatow start to sprout, as they will do durin-
the winter, they will be more ,,uiekly noth-ed when in boxes and the sprouts kop"t
remoyed. The oftener the sprouts are romovt^d, wlum they appear, the better the
potatoes will keep, but where possible the potato.^ should be kept so eool and in such
a dark room that they will not sprout. Before storing even «nall quantities of
potatoes It IS desirable to have them quite dry.

In the more newly settkni parts of Canada the settlers have difficulty in storing
their potatoes before they get a go<Hl cellar, and even those who have been long in
the country often have not adequate accommodation for their potatoes

The following method of storing 1,000 bushels of potatoes has b^-e-n very success-
lally followed on the prairies: A hole in the ground U ft^^t wide. 4 to 41 f-et di*p
and about 'M feet long will give ample space. The sid.-s and ends of the hole may
be Imed with boards to prevent earth from falling in, though the earth may be braced
back with poles if boards cannot be readily obtained. Fill the hole to a height of 3J
leet with potatoes, then place logs along the sides and ends to hold back the earth
thrown out and for supports for the poles of the roof. The depth of this side log and
elevation in centre of the roof is to be left as an air space, and no straw or rubbish
^vJiatever ,s put on top of the potatoes. A roof is made with poles placed close together.
There should be but a slight elevation at the centre of the roof.

When the poles for the roof are in plaw there should be a little hay thrown over
them to keep the soil from falling through. The roof should now be well sodded
and some of tlie loose earth which was dug out of the hole shovelled over tho sods to
make about one foot deep of earth and s«ls. Another foot of well-rotted, dry horse
manure will be suiKcient during the coldest winter. The natural ground heat from
the bottom will keep the temperature fairly even. In a pit this size there should be
three vencilators, each about 4 by inches, made of boards, one at e-..di end and one
in the centre. These should be put in when roofing. These are closed in the very
*old weather with old sacks, and empty boxes then turned over them; when the weather
becomes frosty, tho centre ventilator may be kept closed all the time. There should
be no potatoes directly under the end ventilators, as the drip of water from theitt


