
nipnt nr ol,., triclty In- w.-iter powrrs
h;iil ivvolutlonizcil liKluptiy. It \vm <

now roiisidcreil onp of the now ssitic!
of mo<liTn l)iiBlnc«B iiimnuinltlcs. It
was now recotfiil/ed ;is n piihlic util-
ity. The ^Jovernnu'iit of tlU' Dominion,
jfnd threo provfnrt-s jilso. woro assci-t-
in;; th" ri^'lU to cl.jlni .tli wjttei- powfTs
as pulillc utilities. TlirouKh I'onstant
aKitation anil (lisiii.-sli.n this piincipli'
hail i-mprKCil. anil it was now accept-
iil without qui'stion. IJnlimitiHl Iran-
I'hisis were no Iohkit Kraiiti'il, anil th"
(iovornnii'nt hail e.verted the power to
ii'iitrol all eleitiiinl Jevelopnunt
throutrhout the countr\-.
In the iTovince of Ontario tlio Govern-

ment liail found it a duly and a ntressity
to furni.ili power, llir.aiKii tlie nuiildn.ry
of fiovernrui nt. to parts of t!ie ri-oviuce
lierftoforc witlinut it, TIds .stop was tlio
most prosressivo yet t:ilien liy any Gov-
ernment in tile world, .wave Switzerland,
the leailiuj,- nation In idei-triial develop-
ment. Quidice was follnwiiii; tlda lend.
Tile Doniiniim Ileus,' of Couunoiis li;id

also suhseril.ed to tlie principle, and were
ixercisiUK Kreat Itoweis over the watei-
ways of .Manll.dia, Sasliateliew an, .\llier-
to furnsli power, throu.sli ti.e luaellinerv
*ain tliat within four or live yi ars Iryis-
latlon would he euihndied in 'tile statute
liOOks of every I'rovinie and the Douiin-
ion il.selt preventing' f-ircver a uioMo|».dv
ef wafr pow-rs. Tiii.s was indtid a
ertititalile achievement.

Power Legislation,

lUn-hlu- till- past siKsi ,f tin. House
tllfT,.' was an epiileinic of tn.wer Ii yisla-
lleu. Many of tlie lells pi-,.s"ntid were
liail, ami It was the duty of the conserva-
tion eotnmission to prevent their i»assaf;e,
Strceuous oh,iectIon was made to liu.ui.
As v suit the bad hills were tlirown
out. 1 others were so lundifled as to
|)raeliiall\' eany out tlie il..,sii'es of tlu-
ei.uuuission. Titat was one of tile ad-
vantaRrs of eriticisiu. and deiuonstraled
Hie Rreat usefulness of tlie couimission.
The eonsi. ilion of forest wealth i:as

another important fai tor. Much discus-
sion had arisen on tliat suh.i -et of late,
Tlie Krowtli of forrst lires, wilh tlieir
Itn at dt'Striiition of timhir wealtii, hail
hecome a rious. 11,^ liail ,sint out men to

illseover the eaus s of these fins, and
the reports sent In had been most us -ful
in determinin;r tlie causes, IJi-fore touch-
Ini; lliat feature, Mr, Sifton itave statis-
tics to .show tile llmhi-r wealth of tlie
I'nitid States and Canada. There were
:.-^«'l hillion feet of tlmher slanilhiK in the
I'liited Stalls. The annual consuiu])tion
amounted to imi hillion feet, wilh hut
:;n,iiini,iiinj f(.(.t jjrowiuft annually. In less
tliau jr. years there would he no timlier
stiiiiihntt in that country, If the resources
of tliat country w, re not carefully hus-
liaudiil. In Canad.i there were hut rno
tdllii.n feet of standing tiniher. This would
hist the Uniled States but seven years."

No Timber to Give AwavUe have inouitli tiiuhcr slandiiie for
our own uses. It properlv conserved "
d'l lured Mr. Sifton. -We have none I'o
ftii'e awa> to any lar^'e eustoiners, par-
tieularly to a foreisn country. The time
Is eiiulnff fast when the Oovernuient of
tins country will have to prohihit the ex-
portation of on- sii.li of tiniher. Neces-
sity will demand li, nd we will have to
sulimlt. That time is fast npproachlnK,
Mr, Sifion further stated that the con-

servation eoninils = i.,n will unalt. rahly
oppes- any reciprecitv negotiations with
Hie

1 nifd Slates wh'oli look lo the free
export of Canadian liiahcr to I'e Ameri-
cans.

•Mr. .S'lflon (tave an i.nerestini, account
ol the nuuih-r of forest tires during the
past year. There wu'c 2,ni9 ri corded last
J ear, all enrrylu!; Kriat destriielion withHum. Of these SJ per cent had he-ui
laiLsed by locomotives. It was the pur-
pose of the eoiiservatlon conuuissinn to
ask the Oovernnient to react leitislalion
lo inioos,. a line of fl,Ollf| on everv railway
lausini,. a tire alonK Its rlt-ht of way

Till,, will .ff.ctually prevent forest
incs, declared Mr, Sifton. "The On-
lario c.ovirnment own the 'I emlskauiini,'
Kallwa.v, They lave no fires there be-
cause they own tii- limber, Tliev cannot
aflolil to lose any, and they iff-ctually
prev. nt loss by Ih-e. The railuav com-
lanua have no rlKlit to deslrov llils prop-
•rly. If they are fin, d JhCOO every time
till." happens, you can rest assured thev
will And means of iireventlnB it. It i.s an
easy matter, and, believe me. It will be
done,"


