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302 RULES OF ORDER [§75

for neglect of his duties as a member. Letters
of dismission are granted only on the ieqiiest of mem-
bers, and as a general rule tht membership does not
terminate until the letter has been used. The church
could not terminate the membership of the minority,
against whom there were no charges, by voting them
letters without their consent. By not using their
letters they soon constituted the entire membership
and rescinded the order to the trustees to transfer the
property to the .ither church. By the hasty, ill-advised
action of almost the entire church the majority lost

their property. In cases where property is involved,
churches cannot be too careful, and it is usually best
to act under legal advice.

75. Trial of Members of Societies. Every de-
liberative assembly, hr.ving the right to purify its own
body, must therefore have the right to investigate the
character of its members. It can require any of them
to testify in the case, under pain of expulsion if they
refuse.

When the charge is against the member's character,
it is usually referred to a committee of investigation
or discipline, or to some standing committee, to report
upon. Some societies have standing committees whose
duty it is to report cases for discipline whenever any
are known to them.

In either case, the committee investigates the matter
and reports to the society. This report need not go
into details, but should contain its recommendations
as to what action the society should take, and should
usually close witn resolutions covering the case, so
that there is no need for any one to offer any addi-
tional resolutions upon it. The ordinary resolutions,
where the member is recommended to be expelled, are
(1) to fix the time to which the society shall adjourn;


