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Not dead
would call me hack as soon as possi-Government of Canada, please 

be advised that Suzanne Louise 
DeVenne is very much alive and 
well, and attending Dalhousie Uni­
versity!

1 filed my income tax late this 
year, but that’s OK. When the gov­
ernment owes a citizen at income tax 
time, that money accrues interest 
and there is no penalty for late filing 
(as long as they owe you!).

On September 22, 1994, 1 went 
directly into the Revenue Canada 
offices on Barrington Street and was 
assisted in completing my very 
straight forward 1993 return.

On October 20,1 telephoned Rev­
enue Canada to find out if my claim 
had been processed. The ensuing con­
versation with clerk Anne was one 
of the most bizarre I have ever expe­
rienced.

After giving Anne my particulars 
she commented that something 
“odd” was happening with my file. 
After much prodding (and several 
more identification questions), she 
finally revealed to me the nature of 
this oddity.

Revenue Canada had my date of 
death as September 16, 1994! Can 
you believe it?

1 immediately determined the 
problem to be a data entry error. 
Clerk Anne did not sound as con­
vinced as I felt. She continued to 
question me.

“Are you calling on behalf of 
Suzanne DeVenne?” she asked me.

1 (again) stated, “I am Suzanne 
DeVenne!"

Well, of course, being a repre­
sentative of the government, she 
informed me that she could not 
straighten this out right away. She 
would, however, forward my file to 
the appropriate supervisor and he

hie.
Well, as we all know, “as soon as 

possible” with the government could 
be anywhere from (our to six weeks.

Come Friday morning, 1 had de­
termined I was in no mood to spend 
any more time as a deceased member 
of society. After all, my birthday was 
the coming weekend and 1 planned 
to celebrate the passing of another 
year — not the passing of my life!

At 8:30 a.m., I contacted Rev­
enue Canada and asked to speak with 
the supervisor who was handling this 
“investigation.” Not to my surprise, I 
was informed that he was not in as 
yet!

With clenched jaw and more than 
a little irritation, I relayed my story 
to clerk Mary. I informed her I had a 
class at 10:30 and I sincerely hoped 
this situation would be rectified in 
time for me to attend. I did not allow 
them much time to straighten this 
out, 1 admit — but, hey, who can 
blame me?

Well, much to my shock, my call 
was actually returned promptly (at 
9:15), whereby Revenue Canada pro­
ceeded to blame the faux pas on 
human error and apologized for the
inconvenience.

Inconvenience! Visions of tomb­
stones, bearing my d.o.b. and d.o.d., 
had tormented my sleep the night 
before and would no doubt haunt me 
for some time to come. And they call 
it an inconvenience!

I cannot help but wonder what 
would have happened if I had filed 
my income tax on time and not had 
cause to telephone their offices. 
Would the government have con­
tacted my next of kin to inform them 
of my new social status?

Suzanne DeVenne
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All-time favourite cartoon character: Foghorn 
Leghorn from “Looney Tunes”
Favourite Sesame Street character: Ernie
What is your personal speculation on Bert and
Ernie’s relationship? They need a job
Funniest comedian: The Swedish chef from “The
Muppets”
If you could be any character in a book, who would 
it be? Soda Pop from “The Outsiders”
If you could be any movie star, who would it be? Miss 
Piggy; she’s so bossy
Have you ever eaten a meal that consisted substan­
tially of spam? No
Do you wet your toothbrush before or after (or both) 
putting toothpaste on it? After

Name: Charecn Simpson 
Age: 7
Childhood nickname: Bean, Bobs
What is your most unique attribute? Strange facial
expressions
What makes you happy? My dog, Willie
What ticks you off? My dog, Willie
Favourite food: Chocolate
Favourite cereal: Frosted Flakes
What would your dream job be? Working with
dolphins
Favourite oldies song of all time: “It’s not easy being 
green” by Kermit the Frog
Favourite theme song of all time: The Jeffersons 
All-time favourite TV show-: Three’s Company 
All-time favourite movie: Homeward Bound

by Tim Richard
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IHalifax FORUM Complex 1
November 3 - 6

THEm Over 450 Exhibitors!
Thursday 2-10 
Friday 10-10
Saturday 10-10 
Sunday 10-6

Adm. S4.25; Seniors S3.50
Children Under 12 Free

FOBUMl Im f17th Gala 
FESTIVAL OF 1

JI7T.V ^ 1CRAFTSX
Antiques, Art & Foods (Includes Taxes) I

1Present this coupon at Door Paizt Booth along with ticket stub and receive one 
EXTRA entry form for the Grand Door Prize . (Limit One Coupon Per Ticket Stub) 1
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Christmas may not be 
just around the corner, 

but flights home are limited. 
Book early to ensure your 
space and save money at 

the same time!

s Faculty of Science Award for Excellence in Teaching
31

The award honours Science faculty members who are 
recognized as having a comprehensive knowledge of their 
subject and possessing the ability to communicate their 
knowledge to students in such a way as to lead students to high 
academic achievement.

Each nomination for this award must be made by two or more 
sponsors, at least one of whom must be a faculty member 
appointed halftime or more in the Faculty of Science. 
Nomination forms and further information are available from: 
Office of the Dean of Science, Room 328, Arts and 
Administration Building, 494-3540 (Fax: 494-1957). The 
deadline for nominations to reach the Dean's Office is 
January 15, 1995.

SUB 494-2054
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LARGEST IN CANADA'
GRAND 

DOOR PRIZE

• Save This Coupon! •
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