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Searching for shelter in the storm ?

by M. ]. Hamilton

A good (and reasonably-priced) home is hard to find.
You should keep a few things in mind when considering
moving out on your own, like:
- can you afford a place on your own/with other people
(remember, you may need to sign a year's lease)?
- can you handle living wich other people?
- do you have any furniture/kitchen supplies?
- are you responsible enough to look after yourself?
Getting intoa bad apartment can be a costly mistake.
It can make school just all that more unbearable if you do
not even feel like you can go home.

Places to look for accommodation:
1. check the newspapers
2. tell everyone that you are looking for a place
3. advertise in the newspaper and/or off-campus housing
in the Dalhousie Student Union Building(SUB)
that you are looking for a place

Do not sign a lease until you have checked things
out thoroughly. You may wish to take the lease home
and read it over carefully. Make sure you understand
what the lease contains. You should visit the place and
check the following:

1. do the appliances work?

2. do all the faucets and toilets work?

3. what kinds of locks are on the doors and windows?
4. are there fire extinguishers/fire alarms (if in an
apartment building)?

5. are there at least two exirs?

6. are there smoke detectors?

7. do you see any bugs or rodent droppings?

8. are there enough plug outlets?

9. do the light fixtures work?

10. is there a bathtub and/or shower?

11. do the windows open and close properly?

You really should go around the aparrment with
your landlady/lord with a checklist confirming the
condition of the place before you move in.

Other things to consider are:
1. can you have pets?
2. what are your neighbours like?
3. can you have guests (especially if you are renting a
room in a house)?
4. your roommate(s) - remember, you have to live with
this person(s) for a year
5. do you want insurance (your landlady/lord is not
responsible for fire, flood, robbery, etc.)
6. rental increases (your landlady/lord can only
increase your rent once within a twelve-month period
the amount as specified by the Tenancy Board)
7. notice to leave (you must give written notice of the

termination of your lease as specified in the lease or
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