
THE FORTY..NINER

THE COLONEL MISSIN G-
A STORY FROM THE SOMME BATTLEFIELD.

Tt was after the big attack, The Cana-
dians had beaten the Gerinans back for
over a mile, wheti we got the order to retire
fif ty yards toan aiod enerny trench, su that
our Unes w~ould conforta with those of the
battalions on ouir flanks. We had to reverse
the parapet anti generally consolidate aur
position during the night. Patrols were sent
,out, and we ail got busy in the- digging, sottie
of us throwiu)g off our hatness and gyas
helmets so as to work mlore freely.

My three pals and ntyself hiad got otir
setion of the trench ini pretty good shape
,and were taking a breather and discussng
the prospects of a rulît issue when the niews
-taie alorig the' lie that the' Colonel was

The' Colonel Inissingy, goad gawd!1 " said
,Ginger Smnith.

WVe all stood dunb for a minute or two,
as the signific'ante aof the news dawned ont us.
Shorty Long was the first to break the
silence. "IIow the devil are we goingé ta
wtit this war iiow thiat the sausage-eaters
have Billy and Kitelhener out ai' the Wvay ?

-The last tine 1 saw the' Colonel,", said
1, -was when lie told us to bucir up and
dig aurselves ini here."

IYep, 1 remnier the' very spot,'" broke
in Ginger. liHe rnay have got bit right
there."'

1 ken it fîine,"7 sait? Scotty Kerr, who
had just recovered bis speech, "'and he
micht belying oot, there wounded, waitiuu for
us ta gang and fetclî hirn in. Is there a tuat
amanig ye who'll gang oot wi' nt' fat' rescuie
the Colonel? Hie gaed tue seven days first
field for getting, (runk and absenît withoot
leave, but I dinna see hoo there is going fa
be an ' issue ' the' nit'ht if the Colonel's nu
here. "

"Sure, 1*11 go,' said Ginger.
Sa Scotty and Ginger slipped, into their

'harness, took: the]r rifles and a couple aof
boinbs eacb, aîîd ltopped aver the lîttie bit
of a parapet we had made.

"iBetter take your gas %helmets, " 1
sbouted after thein. a-, J noticed them lving
bebind the trench.

"Oh, we wan'ýt need tîteît,'' replied
Ginger, attd thevy kept oti tîteir wav.

Thtis wae about 2 a.nî., atid the 1110oît was
giviiig a fair ainount of light. Thte>, crawled
out caref ully'for about flf ty yards, wht'n sud-
dettly Scotty gripped Gitiger by the amni,

Wlieesht; whit's that?"
Somebody's talking; 1 bt-t it 's sote of'

titase blessed P.oscbes contiu o\,er tu sliîtg a
few boitbs iii the' tmettel. Luk, Scottv,
there are a couple af lieads sttcking tip; letýs
take ont' apiece."

'No, doti*t shoot, Ginget. we'Il
iitanoeuvie raon aboot thein aitd capture the
lot. We'hl -et the D.G.M. fcr titat, and if
we get the' Colonel furst, atnd lie seecs us
doîng it, it will be the V.C. fat' sure, attd
jnaybe a cnijîeshiitt.'

I daît't xvait their d-- -it ,ontinjit,
51s 1.'

Aye, but it sill iniprove yout' social pos-
tioti wheu yoit get back ta' lEdmtotnton, and,
ye'll be able ta hobtîob w-i the Lieutenant-
Governor, the Mayor, .Ioe Clark, and the'
other nobeelity."

They decided ta tuove lbal' right, sýo as to
get round the position whe-e they -saw the,
two heads. They liad proceeded twenty
yards ;wlen Ginger stuntbled and tell oni
t'op of' somiething soit. Tlîet somtetltiiit, liard
mîet hiitut on the' jaw.

"Where the sam bill do yotî tltiuk you 'are
goîng, you hlind bat? ~

Scotty, who liad been ftngeriug, the' pin of'
a Milîs ba'nb, rerogiiised the voit-e. Tt be-
lotîged ta the Ser.geant aof the patuQi.

<' t's a' ricbt, Sergeant :tiat's Smtith, and
P'm Kerr. We've been sent out ts look for
the' Colonel : e's missing."

- Good heavens 1AIl rigit, hurry up.
Scotty, and report ta me when aou corne
back," and thte Sergeant passed the word
th bis men flot to shoot till the two gai bat-k

Scotty and Ginger got goîttg again, tbe
latter swearing ant everlastiug venigeancýe on1
the' Sergeant as be rubbed his jaw.'

They finally arrived at th£ place wliere
they lad Iast seeti the, Colonel, but could
flnd noa trace of bim. They liuîted around
for over an bour. but aIl the\- could flnd was
the' bodies aof a few dead Gerunans. Aftex'


