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REFLE(
-eat Britain, population considered. B y S T A F F
nation of seven million people scat-

red over a generous extent of tcrritory should flot have anything
ce the e*xtreme conditions which prevail amnong forty-five million
ýople crowded into an cxtremely smali territory. Yet, owing to
c large population of foreigners and other ncw settlers, sorte of
ir cities have social problenis equal hi degree though not in size
the problems of the cities of Great Britain. Montreal ani Winni-

>g espCcialiy have social problems wvhich arc quite large enough to
x the resources of the civic authorities.

Just the other day, a Mcthodist minister attending a church
rnference at Ottawa feit it necessary to point out the unsatisfactory
>cial and sanîitary condlitions in the "north end" of W\inniipeg. lus
marks aroýused mucli resentrnent wlicn publislicd in the Winnipeg
-ýwspalpers and some of bis opinions have been warmly attacked.
evertheless, we may be quite sure that lie had some solid reasons
ýr his remnarks. ' llc may have paintcd the picture in colours which

~too strOngl, but there is somne justification for the picture. A city
hich has g-rown as fast as Winnipeg and which contains so large
percentage of ignorant and impecunious foreigners, must neces-
rily havýe mucli educatîve mission work to perform. These people
>not alwvayýs appreciate fresh air and are not always given to cleanli-
ýss and hligli moral living. They wiii crowd themselves together
smiail bouses and are certain to breed fever and pestilence unless

osely wvatchied. They have niuch lower standards of morality than
tose wic obtain among native Canadians and tlheir virtues are
cithier s0 rnerous nor so well defincd. To raise their standards of
rivate conduct, decenit living and civic virtue to a reasonable level
a task whichi will lonig tax the resources of the civic and provincial

.ithorities of the Westerni provinces.

4 VERYý nation is doorned to a continuai struggle wvithi its ow
.d pecuiliar economic, social and reliîous problems. Evil mien and
oinen, selfish rulers of varions grades, unwise and reckless leg,,isla-
>rs. selfish and grasping land-owners and miliionaires exist in every
x>untry. Th'le idIe poor, the decadent pauper, the destructive socialist
r anarchist are aiso to lie found in every civîiied community, Addl
) these the religions fanatics and theologica-l fakirs and there is seen

)be a congloin uerate reactionary element. Japan, China, Russia,
ýaly, Sp)ain, Great Britain or the United States-the problenis are
retty mluch the saine. The newer the civilisation, the smailer shouid
e these problems. This is the reason why Canada suffers less than
le United States and why the United States suffers less than
1uropean countries. Nevertheless, Canadians hiaie no justification
)r foiding their hiands and trying to make thiemselves believe that the
,)cial and economnic problemns of the day are confined to the Old
ilorld.

-OR example, the lanid-htunger whichi is disturbing Great Britain
and Ireland to-day is a problem-in-sight for Canada. In another

nyears, ail the "hiomiesteadl" land owned by the varions goverfi-
lents will have been taken up. In ten years every acre of accessible

gricultural land will hiave îpassed into the hands of farmiers, land-
,mpanies, raiiway comipanies and speculators. Then aIl land will
egiui to rise ini value at a terrific rate and the land-hunger will comie
,to existence. Already rich men are beginning to accumnulate

itates. In ten years these estates will have greatly increased in
um-ber. iitwenty-five years, we will have a well-established land-
)rd Bystern. In haîf a century, the man who is landless but ambitious-
), own a little plot on which to grow enougii to support a wîfe and

Imily, will be forced to pay a higli pri ce for a small farm. If the

ECEN\TLY il wvas pointed ont in
these pages that Canada lias

tost as acute social problemrs as
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'I' T1~ N~T S price is too higli, lie will gather in,- I O. .N S tlic by-ways of the great cities and
ald to the number of grunting,

W R 1 T E R S grumnbling, dangerous poor. These
prohienis cannot bie avoided, but their

seve rit y inav be mlodifie<l by wise legisiation.

luHS picture is not draxvn to create despair. Rather, would w
arouse a scniiîlt people to action. Thie publie domain sliould

bce preserved for posterity. Canada lias arrived at thec point where
it wxou]d bc wise for the lDominion Governinent to cease giving frec-
grant land. During the past five years lunch land worth $5, $io,
$j5 and even $20 an acre lias been given frce of charge by the
D)ominion Governînent to new settiers. This encourages niew settlers
but it lessens the public wealth and impairs the heritage of future
generations. Is it wîse to give everytlhîng to the present genecration?

We are ail afixious to sec the population grow, to sec the landi
broughit under cultivation, to sec our citîes expand and to have our
industries and our commerce increase. It is a reasonable desire, b)ut
should it not be reasonabiy controlled? \Vouid it flot be a reasonable
poiicy to reserve sorte of the present valuable public domain for the
native-born Canadians of the future? Sixty tlîousand United States-
farmiers came into Canada last year and received free farms. This
year there wvill be seventy îliousand. Next year there will bie one
hundrcd thotîsand. This is ail vcry weii; these are good settiers and1
they are welcomie. B}ut what about the sons of Canadian farmers
who want land ten years froni to-day, fifteen years lience, twenty-five
years hence? If we have nothing to give themi, wiii they be satisfied
when they are told, "The Ç;overnmient gave it ail away to forcigners
ini the early ycars of the century." \Vili they be pleased when we
tel]i1theni to go to the land comipanies anti to private speculators?

Tr IIESE are questions which should be seriously considered by the
Minister of the Interior and by the House of Commons. À

date shoid bc fixed, after which free-grant land within the Western
prov-inces shahl not be given away excep)t in iimited quantifles. lndcd
the prohlemi is more pressing iin the \\est than it is in Ontario and
Çjuebec. Th'le unoccupied land of the West is, mucli more valuable
and is mnore eagerly souglit than the unoccupied land of the East.
Ontario and Quebe)c have more Crown-owned land to-day than
Alberta and Saskatchewan; yet these two eastcrn provinces part
with thecir land less wiliîngly thian. do the authorities who control
the Crown domiaini in Saskatchiewan and Alberta,

It is the business of statesmien to look into the future, foresce its
needs and its problims and to take such present action as in their
wisdomi seemis advisable. We would respectfuliy suggest to the
Administration at Ottawa that the question of liimiting the distribu-
tion of free-grant land is one demanding serious consideration. The
tremnendous crop in the West this year has nmade ail Western land
almno5t double in valne. There is no longer any necessity of giving
land free to iniduce settlimnt. We venlture the opinion that the
abolition of homesteading forever would flot seriousiy retard the
advance of the WVestern settlements. .If we are right in our impres-
Sion, then homnesteading and pre-empting shonid be speedily abolished
except under sp)ecial circumstances and for unusuai reasons.

W INNIPEG is still pressing its claims on the Dominion Govern-
Sw ment for a grant of two and a half million dollars for the

Selkirk Centennial. This dlaim i s endorsed by Alberta and Sas-
katchewan. Why not take the next million acres of free-grant land
and selI it at $2.5o an acre and give the proceeds to the West for
this event which it so much desires? The original request to the
Ottawa authorities embodied a similar suggestion. 0f course, the
consent of the Alberta and Saskatchewan legislatures, the parties


