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E VERYONE who vsits the Canadian W\estseenis to have an obsession that hie has dis-
covered the country. This îs quite tryîng
to our friends who have to listen to us upon

our return. Indeed, no onie, nlot even the volunteer
who fought in South Africa, or the mnan who once
lived in the Yukon is so fiable to take the floor and
keep it !is the traveller returned from the West.
But publ>lished accounts are apt te bie somewhat uni-
fanm in expqressing astonishînent and admiration.
Muci asý 1 admire the West I cannot say that I was
greatly astonîshed, I think hefore going Wcst that
1 had a pretty fair idea, of its condition and pros-
pects. 1 was flot stunned by the sight of Winni-
peg, havîng been logfamuhilar withi the city of To-
ronto. I was not amaozed b)y thet great fields of
grain on eithur lie oif the railway-% track hecause
1 was quite pro.pared to eieethiat onie htndred
and twenty million bushels of wheat produced in
three provinces imuist rnaturahly grow in the fields
and be qite viible to persons pa'igthrouigh tlîat
part of the couoitry'ý. 1 thinik 1 hiad a f:iirly aeuat
idea be-fore leaviuig thie East t th 1 /u of ther var-
îousý Cisc aond town- >twe Wimiipeg :1n1d Vani-
couver. althioughi 1 had lu edRgn, uono
and Calgaý.ry ni iiiy mmdiii as- being abotl the1 sanieV
size, whichi was quite unifair to) onet of thec three. 1
wxill îlot say\ whichi ,ý sImyhveocs to go1
\\est algaînl. I eaui qu1iteude.to ta peuople
%%ho have,( seen ai towi fiinuded,( iitlst LeXult ili its
growth arid retinig after- a tinie lie atloisheId to
findl a sbatilcity, of tw cor- h fleentbo1 a
wliene thev\ liad left a few siragingIii hloses Bu
the itravele1 (r ývh 11 a tr rive fo er the1 fi r, iiit ti at ik
tonl or amv othet CtoVS 0ecs11\ a city, oif o
manv Npeople nitheir Iilangr nor better alîhongbý1
younllgei ro hnmaniy other cities whiehli e lias, vis
ited.ý

Ç IRE IKN aspoal nart
the UnitedStates1, of his dayi iii Mri

ChuzzlewIt" bt Ulic tiicld ]~a' ipc fr asairsi
ai thcre are-( fetreif Ilif in thie CndaîWs
whàch invitesll iîlv ee thouigli liil\ lie aui
tinwi-clcom crli iio. (>e )Il. ilmuliters, forexnpe
whait 11a1\ niot llluujusly Ile tuirmled a apos" aoug
certini Wesýtern î>eople. ITcaise tby re, ini tlie
Wýest they' \ feel thlat they\ uîusit aLffect wbat1 mligbit

haeben rayif t1w ,(ou iii vitheur Caaaor the(
Uniite'd " %atc; it yers ago '. 'f'lic piocer who-
hived withi hlit fauily. a(lne in1 the1 ret folight Ili
dians killuil bears. a11u1 wais uily mortaiken in oId
age hpy peoplu andi civilisartioni, liad ai certaiin con-
teinîpt for somei nefi1inments of lifc andl( al rugged( ili
dependenceo, ailmiost idfrecbred lw is oul
lifte of hairdship, avnreand privation. 1lewa
a type and miore or lesa lawiý toi iînself andf h(,
hadl a certain righit ta lie "wvild audolly in, the
mîidst of civilisation,. if civ-ilisa:tioniite tip)oO
ovecrtaking imi. BUtt can we ooik with avu o
a nyýthing crifde or cnass lui people who pinerd
flot byV b)lazinig a trail thlroughzl the f-reýst buit hy
huy, ing tickeýts anid slepngca brths froi the rail

waycomarus;who have neyeý,r àpn a day or
nighit otieof a well popullatted tawni; who hv
neyer been ini a hiouse flot equipp)ed wvitb plumiibing
and hot water, aind who havec foulnd ab)soltitcly nai
difference ini 1heir coinfort or eniviranmtients; b' miov-
ing from, (Ontario to Saskatchewan or Alberita?

MUST also protcst against Ilhe affectationi of
"huistle," abouit whir wc eatr so mnuchi froni

the Wes;t. 1 think that people are lcss inclinied to
hurr7 upi the farther Wecst voir go. Certainl>' the
service founid in shops and i htels would not bie toI-
erated for an houir in the East. One is unicentain
whether to be anigry or amrused, A\t a goodi-sizc
town 1 went inton the barber shop) of the p)rinicipal
hlotel qUite earl>' in the mnorning. There was a
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gentleman ahead of mie, a rathen portly, finc-laoking
man, and in reply to his good morning I said, look-
ing around me, for apparentl>' no barber was in
sîght. "I wondcn what chance 1 have of getting
shaved ?"

"Y£ou are after me," he said laconical>', remov-
ing bis criat and collar. No one appearing, he then
proceeded to shave hmself. When hie had finished
and wiped his face he stepped ta the back of the
chair and motioned me to get in. The port>' gentle-
man was the barber and hie natural>' shaved hini-
self befare attending ta a customer. At Moosejaw
1 asked a bootblack to shine my boots, at the saine
tinte mounting a chair which stooi on the sidewalk
near a barber shop.

"AIl night," hie said, "just wait there a few min-
tîtes, 1 amn going in for a shave."

Militar>' feveýr isý quite acute in the West, and
amusrinig sresare told ait the expense of the new-

1>olde fficers. One gallant major at a church
paradet is; s;id( tu have nîarched bis battalion into,
the ron church. Mut a few moments later, ai-
thiomug the sermon was well under way, hie re-farm-

cd h'~ oldersand mairchedf theni out again.

p EOPi.E ndnubtedl>'ý have made mone>' in the
Wcst quikl>' and thec apportunities there are

betteir for inan.y pepethan the>' are ini the East.
1 do( nlot doub)t thiat somle men are doing wcll in the
\\est whui wouild steta death in the East. For

atimew 1 Laboured undiler the impression that an>'-
body u ho carn '«et amid stayed long enough would

utoaticlly bcoîne a illioninîe. 1 infcnred it
nuus beautnuaical>'bcause I could not see that

tlio ni who) ive ">' thein pecrs wvene any better
1îai or akin %evrythling toLgether were as weIl

1piid as thetir bnethiren in the Eaist wlio usuaîly faîl
shoirt oi aicqiing ani even million. Stili it is dis-
coutcertinig tar be told "'if y1oi hi beeni here three
yeairs aigo yoiioldhv goï: thait lot avýen thecre for
threcc dollars rond a haîif, and to-dayv it is; %orthi threc
lîundi(redi and fI'ftv huad olr. You feel yau
Woulld certainl>'ý have been there if voir had only
knlownl it. One Suinda>' we were at IBattleford, the
oIl capjital of thie Northwe%-st Te'(rnita)r>'. Tit is situ-
atedo 'i a heauiitifilcanty but for years hadl no
railwavý conectons and eauwhile al new atîe
fordf North Býa1ttIoford lias grownt upi an the other
side oif thec river. Wll, ere at old Btttlcfo)rd we
wcreý >Iown lhe first isue of the first paper pninted
west (if Winpg It peddlion. Fnanrk Oîiver's
Vdmnonton BuIlii b y thnce ye-ans. lIt was nat a
largepae then, ald it 1,s na't a large paper naw.,
Ilt ,s still in osin of the famiily oif Mn. P. G.

I.uithe aille mari who founfdcdl it, buit ather
paesfoiindied b>' imii, in Ontario for exainple,
prvdbeter mnoney-maikin1g ventures than this finst

ucwpap r ofthe Canadian West, Even Mn. Oli-
ier woutld prbai.t hav donc as; weillui a finanicial
wayý had he nieyer gone West. The mnan who wvalks
ini llnidwinteýr fromn Edmotlnlton ta Wýinniipeg wiIl not
long nenriain a pon mari in anyv part of the country.

ONE drawbvack ta the Western v-isit is the obliga-
tion the vii ,ri unden of Iooking at whecat

fleldfs and givinig an opinion as ta how mian>' buishels
it will nui ta thre acre. 1 was hioncst enough ta ad-
mlit that 1 didý nat kniow wheat frani oats or oats
fnoin harle>', but it availed nie naothing. 1 was callesi
upion tai hazard guesses uintil 1 was driven ta frenzy.
Somectimies I would guess two bushels tai the acre,
aond if this seemei too low 1 wouki guess two hun11-
dred thie next timie 1 was asked. What I most oh-
jected ta) was getting ont of the automobile in the
duist, climbinllg fenices; and standing in the growving
griain loakinig at it in a vacant nianner and tning
ta bec enthused, it was; a great relief ta strike Uni-
tishl Columbi!ia, whlene the>'1 did not seem ta have an>'
grain. 1 alsor became soimewhat nervous an the sub-

ject of real estate values. When a man wC
"Do you sec that corner lot aver there, it ,
for two dollars and farty cents two yea
what do yau think it is worth now?"iy
at a loss what ta Sa>'. If I guessed five di
some like amount my interlacutor wudb.q
dignant, and yet he would seem disappoinj
named a figure hike twa million dollars.
hit upon the expedient of always saying '"c
dred thousand dollars." Sometimes it see
surdl>' low and sametimes a little high, bul
tivel>' refused ta become excited when a
am-ount was mentioned.

But the Western people are ail right.
did flot boom their country, no one cIsc woi
for themn Lt may not be a get-rich-quivk
tiaei, but it is surel>' a get-enough-to-eat pro
which. after aIl, is what wc are ail cf uis a~

Cro wn Jewels

A WRITER in The Bystander tells us

year, ermine and ncd velvet haegone upi
coats of the former bcing nowv onl>' withi i
of those ladies of the musical-comiedly choryj
aiso own cars, Very bus>' indeed, rendeiu
cauint of thieir stewardship, are also those ,r
fui avtuncuilar custodians into whase safe
baubles such as coronets, straw-berr-Y lcaves,
famuly jewels, and the like arecie oVer.
of peace. lIt xvas Madame de Lieven. Russý
bassadness to England. who, writing ta Pari
accession of Qucen Victoria, declared the
crawn ta have "n diamonds." Suich a kc
1,eared during the Geongian ena, and miost
that nemained were tire praperty of Qucn 4
ansi came ta her from iher mother, who
queathed thcm to the Crown of Hanitover.
crown is now separated fnomn the E riIisi,
so wrote the gossip, "the Duke of Cumiiber
dlaims the diamronds. Thus Qucn Vîctc
inonie, and although shte is in nio hum>' N tao se
the jewcls, she can, of course, flot \%ear the

Tit is a very different state of affains tha
Mary succeeds to-day. lier Majes;ty\ herse
magnificent collection of jewels; asý the i
the son of the hein-apparent most of her ti
of wedding prescrnts consisted of jewelîe
thanks to the passion of Queen V'ictoria
acquirement of preciaus stones, the Iiritish
Jewels rank now among the fincst ini the wo
greaten part of the late queen's icewels w
course, ta membens of hier own famiiily.
Henry of Battcnburg especiail>'. But a- Îarj
ber wcre assignesi ta the crownl, aniong the
of those most wonderful ones oif which i
'despoiled India. Queen Alexandi(ra, toc) lia:
ormous amount of-jewellery. Shie inherite
deal from the Queen of Denmiark. and ail
has collected andi is always buying it, while
jeweis are set in the Iatest "Cairtier" faiblii

The Wom.ei in the Fo
F IVE hundred women blaeksmiths are

Cradie>' Heath. England. because they
agree te work for the niext six months for
five shillings a week, The worien, who
forges in their own homes, are engaged lu
chains. Their wages have been sco low thai
mission, after an investigation extending ov
inonths, decided that the>' should be increý
though the aId rate miglit continue for six n
the wOineî would consent. About half the
agreed to work for the hi pay. The rest h.
licked out.


