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Topica of the Diay

A STORY is goîng about wliiîlt seems ton god to
keep, but which slioîld tiexer have got ont. 'flic
1lailwav Commissioni lias one iticiner whn) is

very nudli imipressedI with lus owii importance, but -is
nt keeti to do ton mucli w'ork. Abouit Tuesday non to

Friday noon is bis wcck and this is flot suffiieint to
enable thte Commission ho get titrougli its xx rk. As a
consequeuce some jîîdgmciits liax e bcun gixci> withouît lus
assent. Once, so the story goes, bue inade a, protest and
threatcncd ho do soincthing despcratc. Tfhe Commission
invited huin to put his stateit iin writing so tliat it
mighit lie fnrwarded to tic Gox urnmcint. Thîis lic wkas
wisc enougl i tît ho do.

L)cmocracy antd iemnocratie mcithods liax c their limiita-
tions. A man wln lias ahtained ho uliiincc thrnugh
polities only is tnt as likely te, surv e the state as i-
partially anid uts keenly as tiiose whio have won tîtii
spurs hy tîteir aidities in otitur litucs. lut sonî. as the
parhy metltods nf gox emincuelt n)I>
tain, thc politician iiiiist bu relied
uipon to perform iinany public fii..c
tions. Il hie perlorms- thumn badlv,
which lie does itot ahi ays don, it is
part ni te price wc pay for trov-
cminient lîy the peoiide at large.

Reports irom theu Wcst continue
ho infuse fresh hope as tii the crop
sihtation,. Sonîc districts repîort
anr itîcrease ni liftv liur ccett. in the
acrcage seed. Tihe .rrowth dxîriîîg
the past thrcc wceks has almnost
mnade up) for the lateness oi the
scason. Thcre is fromn fouîrtucî to1
sîxteen Itours oif daily sunslîîine.

Sir Frederick Borden, who bas
rettiric( home fromn thec Imperia]
Conftrencu. iS cflthiiîsiastic (iver the
great general staff for tile Emin;re,
wluich is to hîave a îîmofond fflect,
it is lioped, oit the~ lE.iiire's inili-
hary forces. It will stidy, collect
and disseminahu amnon, Uhe x >trioins
goverfiments military inîformiation
anîd inhelligenîce and 'ünduavour to
bring ail parts of the EIuînpre into
military harmony. It wîll, liow-
ever, be oîîly ait advisory bodv so Rodolphe 1
that local rcspoîîsibilitv wil not lie President Montre,
inhcrfered with. The- Britisît ait-
tiiorities recognise that local aut-
tomomy and authoîrity miist lie 1reserved, and yet it is
ponssible to hav-e co-operation and a synthetical poiicy.

The scessin movement in northwestern Ontario
suucîns to bc gatling force. The geuîcral onîmion in that
district sceins tn lie that agitation is necessary, even if
secession is tnt. Thc settlers are îîroceeding on the
asumption that hhey must mnake a noise or they and
their needs wiil be overlooked. The castern, part of New
Ontario, with its goverrument railwav and its great miii-
îng development, stems ho be will satîsfied with thc
progress now being made. The agitation is confincd
chiefly to the Rainy River district.

The trial transfer oi mails at North Svdney was de-
layed until this monhh by the presence nif ice on the
Cape Breton coash. Beginning with Saturday last, the
transfer is now being eflected. 'This wl 1 enable outgoing
mails to leave Montreal several hours later thami if
Rimous<i were the point of transfer. lIn the case ni in-

contng imails, a sîtîtîlar gain wîîlic benmde arid mail for
thec Maritime Provinces vili 1be duli\xuyud t wuîitvLotir t>>
thirtv -six lhours cairir.

Thiis is the kind nf iiproen cieit w> a h will betîlit
Canada at x ut\ little cxp)Cise. hrie al-ruul fine w ,îil( cost
illionis and inînst of its huncfits culd lic scured laiv

by ritilisiii- and impîrnvingr present olpnrtnniitîes. Câaita
needs to kecp well to the front ini the matil-c.rryîig lîtsi-
ncess, but there is non ricessitY of pa ving toi> mot bc for
the whistle.

nir. R odolphe Forgut is a lcvtdiiig ftguîv i fii na ncal
circles in Montreal, and is lIrusidutlit ni titu Stoc.k E
change. Ju st nnv bie is lînsv cnnsîtiting in a liglit a1nd
airy way as to the v.tlnc of theu gas plant in titat citv,
whicli tic municipal .ittltrities wnild like tn bn x Mr.
Forget says t1hat 1 urltajîs tw Cnty lixe m illin d ollhirs
woild bny ont lthe c(iuhany. Sontie peole thîi k that
titis îs an exorbiitant price ;sonie tlîitk tite plan t anîd
franchise are worthi more.

M~r. l'nrget 1.5 a inuinler of liai-
liamenit, andI is a director oi thu
Canadian ('erîcral lMectric, the
Crownl Lfe, the Payne Consolid atu(I
ining Co., and the 'Toronto Rail-

%cay Co(. Ile is prcsideiit nf the
Riîclieu & Onîtario Nai-i(ytinni
Co., anid thic Unin Brewe rv Co.
lic is vice-prusidunt ofiftic Mnnitreal
Ilcat, 14iglit and( P>ower Co. W ith
;ill these connct ions liu is onu of
ti hic iost powcrinlme inui iii lici .til

i rules ini Canada ;lic cati uniaku
and utiimake and lias seîdoîn lîcut

butin i a fiuianeial battie.

Thle D)ominion Ccnsns 13orcan,
aîiniulices that butxxe ci 1(1 anid
i 9îi the total outpulit nÀ nu r mianii
facturing estabiishmcîtts lias iti-
creascd iii valtue frmin 48 i niinns
tn 713 mtillions of doillairs. Trhis iii
crcase of îicarlv fifty per cnt. iii
so shiort a period is consoliuig if
snmcwliat surprising. In tce preu
v tois ten \'cars, the incease was
only thirty lier cent., so that theu
prcsent devclopincnt is the more
înarkcd.

Montrc.d raîîks lirst, Toronîno
orget, Esq., scond, Hlamilton third, W inipugleý
1 Stock EîcchangtI. foirtli and l,oiîdon fiftît. 'rliese arc

Canlada's fix'c t'rcat citics.
Aunont, the prov~inces, Ontario is

still hrst witlî twice thec increase nf Quel)ec. AUl the
provinces show considerable progress, tlîat nf Nova
Scotia and Bîritish Coluîmbia being îîote-worthy.

There is no douilt tîtat thte prcsent dcvclopmcnt iii
the country is remarkable. It lias lîcen sîiicttly rapid
to frigliten the batiks, which arc said, to lac lînard1iitg
u-oney in order to limit the present uxpansionî. Lt scenis
a strange procccding, but 1h may lic îatstîtiablc.

That mnan of rnystery, thec lion. Charies Ilymnu, is
again to the iront. 1h is said that lie has resigîicd
definitely, this time both lus portfolio andl his scat iii
the House. The air of mystery still hoyers ovuer thec
situation, and will tîntil Sir Wilfrid anthorises an officiai
annotincement. The Conservative newspapers arc specu-
lating as to the new cabinet appoinhments, while thîe
Lîberal papers are maîntaining a grim silence. The sas-
pense is terrible and Sir Wilfrid's rettirn is anxioiîslv
awaited.
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