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state ta listen gave hlm. grave

bld t a s foolieli ta quarrel,

you were iavinig a nice time

ber, a d ow y ou ave t a stay

1 )Ii. c lr r lin g l w ly t a le r fo re -

Hi fer words it liome> tartiugiy;
asfoollihta quarre1! The pas-.

te seuse of justiflcatioii-that ber
badwas. in the riglt-rose for a

ïaOmnt, then for the liret time failed
imr. After ail, Frankili bad feit lu the

-*Iglt wlien lie demauded hie elepliant!
idEily wae freezing -in there, be-

Frauklinu, pet with emotIon, allowed
himeoif ta be laid down, and drifted off
luto elcep. Hlie mother stood liesitating
for a moment, then sbe walked swlftiy
toward the rear car.

Mne. Clter Jarvis, -muffled lu furs,
Was standinfg lunlier tiny kiteben
supertending a tray on which lier
ihif was arrangiilg variaus tempting
,&shes. She iooked up at the sound of
step, and found bersecf face ta face
*ith Mrs. Franklin. Mre Clter flusbed
witli a guilty glance at tb& tray.'

«II-I icouldn't help it, Ruth; 1
couldn't staud the thouglit of yeur be-
ing hungry another minute," she fait-
ered. "I wae goiug ta beg yau ta-"

Mrs. Franklin iuterrupted with a
littie ehaken laughý «

"Aud I was goiug ta drag Yau out of
this caid by main fare-," ehe said,

Oh, Emily l"
The next east-bound train, which

they passed a f ew houre later in the
wake of a suaw-plûugli, earried letters
from bath Mrs. Jârvise ta their
buebauds. "After ail,hele isyour
brother," was 1ýhe keyuate of caei.

Mr. Frankliiu Jarvis read his gravely,-
bis thoughte fiying ta an office not two
blocks away that hie had not entered
for mare than a year. Finally lie
went dawn ta the street and turned
slawly in that direction. At the end
of the firet block lie cncauntered 'Mr.
Clter Jarvis, aiea waiking thaughtfully,
a letter in bis hand. The two liesitated
then smiied sbamefully.

"Hello, Frank!"
"Hello, Colt!"
Tbey sbooakbande and epoke of tic

weather.
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0 NE calmn autumn even-ing, while tic sun was
buruing red ih the
ciaudiess Western sky,

* Lucy Aiden sat on
* the tlireshaid of ber

ranch home lu deep
* thouglit.

To find this simple
bomestead anc muet travel far beyond
tuBened of the railroad, across thc fiat
stretching ta the soutll, fard the clear
creek wherc thc pecaxîs bang over and
the air le musical with eall of mocking
bird aud canary, up and down arroyos,
dry . from the drouglit of the long, bot
summer, tiil ou the smootb prairie, juet
beyoud the pateli of mesquite, weceau

-weo the little dweliing af twa roome, tbe
rougi boards beginuing ta gray with the
sun and wind of six mnonthe.

Aýd it was thie that Lucy Alden was
thiuking. Not of the rough ehanty, 'tis
true, but of the great stretch of uotbing,
as it seemed, ta the front and f ar behiud
-ta this side aud ta that. And of the
mother whase frail bealtb, after the re-
muoval ta this WVestern life, bad suc-
cumbed lu a few 'mouths. Remembrance
brougt tears with the picture of the
silent ittie baud carrying this ioved anc
ta the undulation beyond the corral,
w>here lu its warma bosom was laid carth
ta earth.

Since then Iucy had given way ta des-
poudency. She toak ittle interest lu thc
bouse, passing mucb of ber time an thc
lied moping or crying, or at thc doarstep
desoiste and melancholy, thougli the wind
petted ber witl its freshuese, thc air was
go fiied with joyous life, and,tlic ever-
maoving fiocks of sheep suggested peace.
Thc men coming ta meais uncxpcctedly
worried and fretted ber, a fact sic always
let ber father sec; thougli the patb ta the

s1priug was shddy and no water sa cool,
sIc saw onlv thc stane, and while sIc

bhatcd the house becauee it was rougI,
bare aud hot, she persisted lu iauging
about it and living over and over again
tIc sad iast davs of ber motîer's life.
lier father and lîttie brother Robert did
lu their masculine way ail lu tîcir power
ta brighten lier, but despondency brings
seifislncss, and as she saw no happiuess
lu living she made life unbappy aiea for
others.C

" Cleer up, pet," ber father would say,
as le letin lthe mornings. " Thank God,
the titi--c of us are yet left together."

Luy>good angel was near ber lu the
Botair' and sxeetness of this evening,

andI Cnflsieucee suggested that grieving
and I-paýir iight le ingratitude ta ber
Cod, heit-î-<pie and lerseif, and by the
tinte te , sun îas sinkîng like' a great
hall iu the vast prairie ocean, and the
bluejIv- >îajr'hî talh lad diel away, and
the (, '-rtf the red bird and mockei
8s1dîI - hu had resolved ta make tbos(
lare \-Il-ii iclose a home, ta takeï

Stu the çYrowing boy, auý

hy resoiutian and seif-dependenre aid her
father ln bis bard figlit witli a new couni-
try. Many recQlectian of omitted duties
came troaping by lu the bush of the short
twilight, bringing tbe coneciaufues that,
a fter ail, lers iad been the mission ta
uplift and ta strengtheu tbem.

Far acrose the prairie came the clicer-
fui sang of ber Fatber, "H meborne,
sweet, swect bore! " t » chunk-
ciîunk of the saddles and *a e minutes
brougbt hlm and ROýbert, a boy of ten,
ta tbe wire inclosing tic bouseyard.

"Weil, daugbter, loueiy for father?
Came, give me a kisa, and then get me a
snack. We'vc found the sbeep ta-day in
bad condition from scab, aud we muet
finish rounding tbem up toniglit into thc
carrai, ready for a drive ta, the dipping
peu. Do't feel bad over it, Lucy," as
the pont came into ber face. "Robert
wiil stay witb you, and ln two hours l'Il
be borne again."

Ljicy had run ta hlm briglit and eager
witb ber new resolutions, wiich were now
put to the test. A lump lu the tbroat
bas ta, be swaliowed and the voice etead-
led before ebe caulld bring bersecf ta say,
"Why, tbat's al i igt, father." Robert
unciucbed bis bars~ and turned hlm baose
lu tbe inciosure, -4.hle Lucy liurried ta
place supper. Tbey then sat dowu ta
the table as see put ou it tbe simple meal
of park and frijoles, af wbich she had
given them a great sufficicncy of late.
Truc, there was little cise ta bc had, but,
maybe-

"Mat Barnes was killed ta-day by a
Mexican berder, si&," reported Robert.

"Wbat? How? Wbat'for?" rapidiy
criee- Lucy, witb terrified face.

Mat Barnes bad been overseer at a
ranch close by, and being of a iiveiy na-
ture, had easily gained the affections of
tic young folks for miles around. Lucy,
lu particular, bad beeu drawn ta bim,
and lie was the oniy one of thc many
that came and passed-she made any ef-
forts ta entertain.

"Knifed, of course, aud kilied instant-
ly." Robert liked Mat, toa, and was not
of a brutal nature, but be cnjoyed telling

rthe news and Lucy'e terror.
S " Mat was put out about the way anc

3 of tbe men was treating tbe sbeep, Lucy,"

rexpiained ber father, " and witliout a
moment's wÀarnîng Giacomo turued on
hlm and stabbed hlm."

" That tbieving aid greaser! 1' cried
Robert. " You remember aid Giacomo,

esis-the same anc that cscaped from
Sherwood jaîl? lic ougbt ta bave been

ghung long ago, if oniy for the way he'd
r cut into thc fleeli whili e was sheariîîg
e sheep."
It " Yes," asscntcd Lucy, lu a huslîed
e voice. ' What did'tbey 'do to hlm."

d "Do? They haven't caugît him! It'Il
ýr take a greaser t<> catch a greaser. Like
;e as not be's prowiing around aur place."

a lCome,.corne, Robert, you are frighten-
,d ing ib ter unnecessariiy. Weil, dau,çrter,
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Lucy Alden's Capture.
By Rlioda S. Regent
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