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evening in bis roon. 'The affair was1
worrying hm greatly, and lhe could form
no0 reason for its cause. '-I did nothing11
to, him; bang it alI1 wish 1 knew what
je the matter with bim."

Ho looked up and the laughing faceg
of the photo caused aw .answering 4mile
to some to hie own.- "Well, sister1
Madge, whatwould you do in a case like
this?"P Jack often talked to the photoý
"Lqaugh at him and torment birn baif
to- death; tha'5 what you would do.
No one could frown long in your
presence you miechievous saucy sprite.
1--ps

A knock at hie door interrupted bis
soliloquy. He was surprised on openilg
it to find Keith Howa rd smilingly await-
ing admittance. Jack invited hlm in,
wondering greatly why be had corne and
what had wrought the change.

I 1tbough I heard you talking,'
Howard observed, as bec entered the.
rooni and.-sat-dowu in the chair Jack
had drawfl forward for hlm.

"'Yes, 1 was Vlklug Vo my sister."1
"Your sister 1" looking round the rooni

evidently wondering where she had bld-
den herseif.

Jack laughed ut 'bis look of bewilder-
ment, and explained, "To my sister's
photo, I should have said," looking to-
wards it. "We hold many one-sided con-
versations. 'It helps me, too; when I
feel gloomy she always laughs at mie."

"'le ahie your only sister?"
"Yee""Jack, answered ln a tone that

plainly evinced that hie did not wish to
continue this subject.

Apparently oblivious of the note in
Jack's voice, Howard questioiied again,
"le she rnurried?1"

«'Te she tlu like you, or amal ?"
"Rather taîl and slight."
"Are bier eyee like yours ?"
"No; bers are dark brown."
"Have you any brothers T"

"I have tbree brotbers and two sisters;
s0 1 arn richer than you in family rela-
tions anyway,"' Howard laughed. Then
continued bis questions.

"Where le your bomne?"
"About one bundred miles from, here;

xrny parents are lu Europe at presemt."
"le your sister witb them "
"My sister ?" Jack repeated with a

start. Then, bringing blîinseif together,
hie repîied carlessly, "O0h, Madge; yes, of
Course."

"Having a -sort of superficial finish to
lier educution, I suppose," Keith Howvard
remarked drily, watching Jack closely.

"Sup)erficil!" Jack echoed, indignanit-
lY. "There ie notbing supeMfiial about
Madge; sbe goes right to the heurt of
things."

"Her trip will be very beneficial to bier
tben. Is sshe a very grood observer?"

"Excellent," Jack returned, emipbatic-
nlly. "Cari you imagine any one with
eves like those miesing anything"

'Well, no, hardly," Keith admitted.
mien added, "You seeni to be very proud
of lier."

-Xou're righlt, I amn. 1 would not
viWth that picture for a fortune."

"l'le piture!" queried Keitlh. 'i
diuîlig about y'our sister."
Oh, w~ell, it's ail the saine. lier pic-

tille is an inspiration when I cannot
i" er. I tell ber ail rny voes and

looibles; she listens and never taîks

"That's probably more thian would
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happen if she were here,"' Keith rejoined
witlî a laugh.

"Sister Maàge isn't a scold; she's just
splendid at undertsanding a. feilow.
The very ltest kind of sister a brother
could have," Jack chsmpioned botly.

"The right kind of 'sister ie a fine
thing to have," Keith answered thought-
f ully.

"She will round off one's crudities,
break one in,. 80 to speak, for the
matrimonial barness. My eldest sister
ie married; I-"

"'d feel like shooting a fellow that
would take my aister Madge f rom me;ý'
Jack interrupted, savagely, while bis
eyes giowed with a tender light as they
rested upon the photo.
."It's inevitable, thougb; judging f rom

ber looks," Keith replied in a matter-of-
fuct way. "Most fellows like to see
their sisters niarried to good men, but
yo u seem. to be a very exceptionul ex-
ception.".Il 7

"lAnd I- mean to remain -so-," Jack-
answered, rather shortly.

"But suppose you met soute girl that
you like better than your sister, what
then?" ýKeith qtestioned.

"ýBut I have no intention of doing 80:

Madge is firot yet," Jack answered, with
a finality ln bis voie that allowed no
room for further eupposing.

"lWell your case is rare. Nbw, 1 arn
very fond of my siters, especially thie
younger one; but 1 certainly hope to
meet a girl that I will love in a dearer
way than I do even ber."

"I hope you may, " a al Jack eaid
ln unswer. AndI neither tbat evening nor
on any subeequent evening cotild Keith
lead him to speak again about bis sister.

Tom and .Aroio sometimnes talked
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to themiielves about ber; but nover even
a hint of their talk reacbed Jack. The
photo stili remained lu its firat position.
In fact, Toni declared that hoe wouid
feel quite lonely were it remioved, for it
seemed as if hie were meeting an old
friend every time 'ho went into Jack's
room. He tili peristed in bis firet sur-
mise that sister Madge was some girl
that Jack bad fallen deeply ln love with,
and to prove the correctnesse of bis sur-.
mise, said that Jack would not so much
as look the second time at auy other
girl, wbereas ho used to be quite an
admirer of female beauty.

,Archie declared thut lhe still was judg-
ing frorn the photo, advised Tom' to give
up surmisiug about it, adding philo.
sophically, that bis own love affaire
were ail that'he could manage, and that
ail girls were puzzles, more or leas.

As Chrsitmas drew riear, Jack bocume
rather more lonely. Hoe till wbistled,
but in a dreary, comfortless way. He
often talked to iMidge, confldimig al bis
lonely feelings to bier.

".He misses sister Madge," Keitb
Howard observed to him.self, after %pend-
ing the evening with Jack, and finding
liîmý very dul end quiet. "I believe l'il

.do it, and sift tItis thing to the bottom;
yes, I %vill let the consequences bie whiat
thtey înay."

A few evenings after this decision lie

satintered into 'Jack's roomi. It bud
grown lhabituai for hint,,iow to do so.
After a short time of desîltoiîv conver-
sation, lie asked quite abniptly, "Have
you inade any engagements for Christ-
nias. lennox ?"

"Xýo," Jack unswered, unconsciouely
betrav'ing his loneline'.s in luis voice.

"Tiien'l'iii glad, Kýeith returncd geni-
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