
PREFACE

Mounit Murray Manor, while that on the right
bank of the river Murray was called Murray Bay
Manor. Lt was said vaguely that a Colonel Fraser
had dwelt at Mount Murray and a Colonel Nairne
at Murray Bay; but ail that one heard was loose
tradition and there were no Nairnes or Frasers
of whom one 1-night, ask questions. One could
see that, in both places, somnething lilce an old
world dignity of life had in the past beent kept up.

Making a caîl at the Murray Bay Marior House,
I was told one day of a mranuscript volume in
which the first seigneur had copied some of his
letters. I begged to be allowed to spend an
afternoon or two in looking through it. I went
and went again. To me the book was absorbing.
It told the story of the first people of British
origin who went to settle at Malbaie, which they
named Murray Bay, just efter the British con-
quest; of the career of a soldier brother of Colonel
Nairne wvho died in India tnot long after Plassey;
of camrpaigus fought by Colonel Nairne during
the period of the American Revolution; of his
plans and hopes as the ruler of the little com-
munity xvhere he settled. When I had read the
boc,k.. t.hrough-,, I asked if there xvas not somnethingr
more. Yts, there were sorne old letters, preserved


