
.PAÊRS relaive to THE. EXPLORATION O, THE''C0UiTTRY

twylve miles, I found vegetation somiwhat fu-hber advquced thati on the aide I hàd just left; tho soil
is also better, inasmuch as that it ja highér. Timber, such as maple, elm, oak, and poplar, covers the
country to .the water's edge. I visited several place where sugar had beert mnade, aDd saw specimens
of that article'equal to any that I have over seen in Eastern Canada.

The.Duck Mountaio, weici occupies almost the entire background, commences to rise not far from
the lake shore, keeping a gentle ascent foi. fifteen or twenty miles back, where it attains itq greatest
elevation, a height of 800 or 400 feet above thé lake. I learned from the people who roside in Duck
Bay that the entire face of .the mountain is a succession of gentle slopes and flat table lands, and that
the Summit itself is an e1&tensive plateau of alluvial soil, covered ivith a fine grows of timber.

Thero are three salt sprmgs' nea- the southern end of Lake Wixinipegoos, ontrof whichî I visitèd,
where there are worksestablished for the manufacture of salt.

There are some forty or fifty half-bréed Indiant who reside here, and at the Duck Bay, and thougli
assured by .them that all kinds of grairr sitcdêeded well here, yet they cuttivated'only a few potatoes,
as fis and game are se plentiful and of such good quality, that they may be said ta live almost without
exertion. f

xFrom.the Salt Springs I passed through the Dauphin River, almost sixteen miles, ta Dauphin Lake.
Tie Dauphin River is a fine stream, about fotty yards broad, and having five feot pf 3vàter in the
shailowvest places. Its banks are a strong grey elay, covered wiU6lack jnould, and timbered with oak,
ohm, and peplar. .It bas two considerable tributaries rising inie Duck and Riding Mountains, ihici
aopear to drain a country weil adapted for settlement. There are several places on the Dauphin River
where the Indians grow potatoes, ndian corn, and melons. The wild grape, wild hop, and wild vetch
are also common on the banks of the river.

Lac Daùphin is about thirty miles long from north-west te south-est, and six miles broad, its
western shore is bounded by thItiding Mountain, similar in al respects te the Duck Mountain already,
mentioned. Its so.uthern shore is bounded by a prairie interspersed with wooded knolls, which I was
informed extended without interruption south-east te the'bAsinniboine and Red Rivers.

I saw fixed rock only iii two places in this part of the countrya viz., t Snake Island, near the lower
end of Lake WRfnipegoos, and at the lower part of the Dauphia River. That o the Snake Island, a
whiteish limestone, is full of organic remains, the other is similar t tie Manitobamestone, and nearly
without organie-remains.

Froin Lac Dauphin I refurned throiugh the north-east end of Lake Manitoba, ta its discharge, the
Little Saskatchewan, River.

The Little Saskatchewan, as its naine implies, bas a very strong current, which I found, on measuring
ta be two and a half and three qiles per hour, but it is entirely freerom rapids, its averaqe breadi is 250
yards with from eight te twelve feet of water, it appe well 'adapted for steamboat navigation.

The country in the vicinity of the Little Saskatchewan presents every inducement for settlement, as is
0 pioved by the flourishing state of the present settlement at Fairford, or, as it is more generally known,

by the name of Partrid'e Cross, a mission established under the Bishop of Rupert's Land, about six
yeara ago, by the Rev.' àr. Cowley.

The presenst establishment is some six miles higher up the river than the first one, which, being sub.
jhet to mundations in times of high water, was abandoned. •TIhere are sôveral well-built bouses, a
chapel, school, and mill at this place, with a.population of about 250 souls, Indians and half-breeds.

Tihe Rév. Mr. Stag, the missionary 'now in chaîge, informed me that the shool which is attached to
the mission was usaly attended by fron fifty te sixty chiliren, the half of whomare Indian children.
Indeed the Indians belonging te this place appear te be fast acquiring the tastes and habits of civili.
zation, being clean and better dressed than any I have seen in the country. Mr. Stagg also informed
me that, notwithstanding .the ease with which the ground was'èultivated and the largo returns of grainý
that he required te use ail his influence te induce the Indtans te cultivate the Iand, as their wants arc
so easily sup lied by fishing and hunting.

Frm tise ittle Saskitcsewan I returned thrbugh Lake Winnipeg, arriving at this place on the 26th
of June.-• The journey through Lake Winnipegprcsented no feature of essential difference from the other lakes,
except that the western shore of Lake Winnipeg is low land, with occasional limest'one cliff, and the
castern shore high land with granite rock.

I have, &c.
(Signed) A. W. WELLS.

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
Sir, - , -ort Ellice, Rupert's Land, July 9, 1858,

In the letter I hadthe honour to address to von, from the Red River on the Srd June last Idated that, after making the necesarreparatîn, shuld immediately commence the exploration ut
.the valley of the Assiniboine Riser. The distrust, ad even dread, with which the .ioux Indians ara
regarded by the lied RiNer hunters, made it necessary to secure.the serNices of a strong party for the
exploration of thc Li.ttle Sourit Let, wNhere the tertUary coal %aas reported to exist in abundance. In
consequedce, however, of the failure of last year*s autumu buffalo hint, and the ravages of the
rasshoppers ai Prairie Portage and elsewhere in the settlements, mut of the able-bodied men fitted
-r the exigenei7s of a journey into te Indian country bad left the settlemenfs a few days before my

arrival, cuter for the Buffalo Plains or for St. Paul,..anl IL was %ith some difficulty that I could
procure eight men and the necessarý provisions for a thrce Înth's journey, but by the 14th of June
th expedition was en route for the unterior. - -

Afler- arriving at St. James's Church, on the Assiniboine River, I\proceeded with Mr. Dickinson te
ascertain the position of the Big Ridge, bounding thé Valley of the Assiniboine, and follow its
widin for a distance of seventy, or eighty miles, until it is cut by Portage River, near Lake
Manitoa, oposit Prairie Portage. Mr. leming proceeded with the carts and canoes by the

.Hunter's Roa -to Prairie Portage, making on bis vay a section of the Assiniboine Rivei, ascertaming
by numerous tilals its rate of turrent, volume of wàter, &c.


