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long eyelashes, glistening like the curly dew on the 'moss-rose
bud.

But the sarrows of happy childhood are brief —-when therefore
the sunshine of joy again lighted up Fllen's lovely face, amidst the
‘enchantments of the fancy-fair, then did Gertrade conclude her
adnonition. '

s [lere, iny sweet love, is another erystal box, which I-have

" hought as a kespsake for you—and which I give you on one con-
dition ; that you never spend the new, and bright bulf-crown,
which I have placed as n monitor within it. IXeep both, my El-
len, in remembrance of to-day : and whenever you are temptcd,
to be careless of your treasures, or to yield to inclinations which|

~ your better judgment would condemn, let the sight of the erystal

“Box remind you how soon those treasures m'uy" be last to you for
ever, and how one idle moment may render nugatory years of)
-steady perseverance and caution : and let the recollection of the
Lost Hulf-crown teach you, also, thut losses and disappointments

. are felt.with a- tcnfold brtterness when they ara tho result ol' our
folly.”” e -

- Ellen nssented to tho - proposal —und Ellen has since paseed

. from childkead to girthood—and from. o‘rrlhood to maturer years ;

“<hat she till preserves the crystul box, from within ‘which ‘the im-

'portont SllVel' token has never béen removed ; for amidst various

'trmls and. drsnppomtments, of which. .her mfuntme grrefw'rs in-

.'deed but foo. truly ‘n type, she has ever felt the value of the les-
_son it inculcated —and thunkfull) acknowledges the benefit she

) _.lrais,derwed from Gertrude's keepsake, and her own mischance of
FHE LOST IJALF-CROWN.
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A TALE OF S8IMPLE LIFE.

Chapler 1V.—The Relurn.

*Thus time rolled on, until some months had elapsed, and then
ncbnune came over the chamber of the wife. LEvenings and
nwhls tifl wanted the husband’s presence, and they still witness-

. ed lhe fair ‘watcher’s nglls,—hut she was no longer ]onely,—no
T lonver a sad reculler oflhe past,—no longer a hrooder on the un-
promtsmg Cature. ‘An unconsclous and lovely stranger wusﬁthere,
iko o sunheam,’ dlspensmg mental warmth and vigour, as palpi-
'j’, nccordmfr to s hmd. s ever muterml ornnnutlons wero dts |
ensod l'rom the mb of duy A mother 8 pulso had commencedt
‘. m henllhy ‘action in Lucy 8 heart und whllu'shc embraced het'
: babo, ull othor things were l'orvotten, or wers seen ll)rou"h a me-;
‘.,\"ory differont from that whieh heretofore Zuve un ntwos- |
Brief and light were now the remains ol'
and accord- ‘

dnu
phere 1o abjects.
gloom.-—-the calls of duty ‘wore more regarded,
ing as they were made imperative, hindrances and zmno).mees |
decreazed, and sell-satisfuction gave a glow to the hreast. Cllw
could not alter the past,—she couhl not modify the present ne- '
cordln"to her wishos, —she could not read the futnre,—hut -.he
could perform her duty ; and she [elt thut by so doing she mode |
that Tutore of n past time, blessed,—und thut she prepared a past,
for the then future, which would be of happy memary. And v el
might that babe be the blessing which it was intended,—howev Lri
the callous nnd sensunl might sueer atthe suppusition s fuir,

smooth forehead, blue eyes, and delicately rounded cheeks und

chm,—ﬁncly tinted and .pulpy, as the ripening peach, formed a!l
ptctnre of henunful simplicity ‘and innocence j—the m}steryl
~which hung round that germ of intolligence and uetive life, lllel
helplessness which requirad a most tender protector,—the nolden‘
promrses ol' the fture,—all tcudctl 1o make sweet music m thof
“*brenst on ‘which the infunt was rocked to sleep.

. A few wmore months and another chunge in Luey’s household;

" wasvisible. Charles had answered the denrest wish of her
heart by becoming ore demestic ; instead of flecing (o his rio-
tous companions ho enjoyed the company of his young wife,~—

and sometimes embraced his bobe with the exquisite feelings of u
father over his first-born. Lucy saw, too plainly, that her hos-
band had other causas beside the presence of his wife and child
for sobrioty of conduct. Disappointments in business had been,
experienced, disnrrangements of the money market had tlmnrtedl
his prospects, and his concerns no longer maved on with their}
wonted smnothness. She rejoiced that these matters urged him!
more into the bosom of his family, instead of inducing him to
drown reflection,—and she laboured to maks the refugze he had:
chosan every way salutary and soothing to his mind.

. A blow soon came which required all her virtuous resolution
and magoanimity. Reynall became a bankrupt. The sad event
“had thrown jts melancholy shadows before, yet it came like a
thunder bolt, terrifying and marring, and leaving scathe and black-
ness, where once was light and beauty. Nevertheless the dread-
ed evil had not long been experienced, until it wns fonnd not|
quite xu oppressive as was anticipated, and until tha certainty ap-
peul:ed less torturing than the period of suspenss snd vain en-
,d.ea\"our which preceded it. One of its svorst consequencer sapm-

'p_d:the estrangement of supposed friends, the nir of superiority;

S

1exlstence,--uud saw society, without one apparent opening for

whrch some became invested wrth who.once scarcely consrdered'
themseives equals, and the tons of'fault-ﬁudmu and repro.tch—
most heart-stinging—which some assumed, merely because for-
tune, as it is called, frowned wherg once it smiled : Not because
Reynall was a worse mun the day after his bankruptcy, than he
was the day befors, but because cirenmstances had made him un-
able to meet his engngements, and had made him more liable to
the petty annoyances .of life. Thus, as sympathy became more
needed, it was less awarded ; and Reynall felt ali the mental
agony attendant on a partial logs of caste, while he proved on
what miserably hollow, and intrinsically valueless materials, that
caste was founded. Virtue, talent, indusiry, had nothing to do
withit, except sv fur as these were means of kecping up a certain
rank and certain appeannces in saciety.- So it is, and so it will
be, while society is constituted as it is ; and the evil and oppres-
sion aud shabbiness. involved in the fuct, are in some degree re-
deemed by the efl’ect which such mﬁrcuons hsve on the health of
commercml life. . .

The crisis- hed pest.—-—u complete surrender und eecnﬁce of
Reynall’s properly had nearly satisfied his claimants, and he
found himself, ‘almost pennyless, alone in the world, Not indeed
alone, except.: as regerds business co-operation ; not alone, a wife
and child now looked. up -to him for’ protection and suslenance,
and love for them wns blént with the keenest anxieties reepectrnv
their future prospeus. He Telt the’ deepest horror brood over his
heart, as he imagined the possible destitution and suffering of those
whom he had expected to rear in delicacy and every comfort,—
as he foond himaelf eut adrift from al! his osua) holds on proﬁtuhle

him or his, spread its repulsl_\e surfuce in every direction. The
single man, in such cases, suffers merely as an individual ;—bat
the husband and ‘the father, if' deserving of those honourable
names, finds his perceptions of misery increased an hundred fold,
and he would flee to individual privation or pain, as to astate of
comparative enjoyment.  Happily, s it is with his misery, it is
with hig hnppmcss for the rays of the sun of prosperity are mul-
tiplied again and again in their reflection from the l'amlly crrcle.
‘Reynall at length found empioyment as supercarga in one of his
own lle vessels,-;'I'he Endeavour. She tvas ‘bound on a long
nnd hazardous voyage, und he was glad that it was so0, as it uf-
forded hitn better remuneration and more favourable’ opportumty
of showing his cnterprlse 'md assiduity “and ‘commercial eblht),
th'm ‘a lrrp of lcsq cnn:equence Lucy, und lhc httle '\hr:a i
lodgad more npproprmte Iy, under their altered clrcums :
their’ natural prnlector took A tender- nnd mel.mcholy furewell
nnd Jelt hig lnnelv horue, in lln1 heurt of the busy clty, l'or edven-
tures on the deep.. On’ the evuunﬂF el’hrs dep.rrture Lur') humed
'her habe with a more than tender rneluncholy {0 her breast, and
'shed bitter tears over ‘the unconscious inancent. She felt for
herscll for her child, and for him whose {oil and danger was now
1o be the source of their support.  She had not married exaetly
e,—~hut common kindness from those with whom she
lnerl, wad repaid with aflection, duty demunded her synipathies;
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esteets bard grown rapidly with the improved conduet of her has-
f band,—and Reynall’s tall ship bare him rapidly from a wife as
deserving of the title of loving, ns many whose union had been
more fully marked by the rotmantle passion,

Time ralied by, modifying feelings and cireumstances with the
lonely woman, as well as it did wnh the grand and gay nnd im-
portant persenages of the world. She - had heard from her has-
band, and his letter was a sweet drop in"the cup of cxrstence —
litrle Maria began' its infantine fondlings-and attempts at pratth
sometimes winning its mother from' her cnres,—end repealed as-
surances of unwavering affection h.rd reached her from bersis-
ter, now Mrs. I‘.nrﬁelrl ‘Indeed; in alf her vicissitndes, the prai-
rie cottnge, and the friends of her youth, seemed the haven to
which Lucy could conﬂdently resort, if e.\tremrty should urge
her from the path she had adopted.

And extremity seemed indeed to hover over her head. The
time had arrived when Reynall should have returned, if every
thing had gone on prosperously, and yet he had not been heard
fromr except on his- arrival ut an intermediate port,—it was not
itknown that he had reached his destination. Enquiries made by
ljthe owners, after the vessel, proved fruitless, and they began to
fear, before Luey knew that thers were 'any serious grounds of|
apprehension. Deep anxiety indeed was her lot; but to her the
sea was a vast, vagoe, wilderness, where wanderers might tarry
for an indefinite period, without any means of imparting informa-
tion, and wheuce they might return, une:'{pecterlly, as i they fell
from a cloud. The vwners had more practical nequnintance with
the grent ** highway of nations,’* aud in the failure of the ordinary
intellizence, they saw much cause of doubt and dread. Luey ob-
served, that they became more cautions in answering her enqui-
ries,—and she imagined that hesitation began to appear in muking
her the usual advances from ler husband’s salary. Gloomy
thoughts began to encomber all her faculties,—her little room
was the seepe of mournful watchiugs, tearful fondlings of her
habe, and mast ardent prayers for the retarn of the father and the
husband.
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* Concluded.

At lenglh o mnessenger waited on her to 'pny._ tha last qnote fromJ

horror, and despair.-

bright spot. Her wailing for the lost, and the blankness which
shaken off, for there was her babe to be cared for, and there was
her own subsistence to be provided. She had too much of unso-
phisticated nature in lier bnsom,—ton .much respect for herself
und those in whom she should he interested,—too strong a view
of the state of probstion whieh this life at best, and at worst, ‘pre-
under troubles, whatever their weroht. She might_ smk but ‘she
would sink struggling,

‘prospects.of. her babe, she yet resolutely sét about’ the’ dlscovery
now ‘depended on her single arm. But the 1mportant questron
opening by “her feeble exertiona. Speculation ufter specule!ron

such uncongenial meditationa,
A letter from the Prairie came most opportunel;, and after

city, she submitted to comparative dependance in her father’s
home. It was a dependance which might. be most lightly felt,—
her presence was sought as a favour, she knew how much she

grandfather s declmmv yedrs, _and. grow up '1mld the plent‘ ;
mnocence and he.tlthl‘ul occupuuons of rurnl lrl'e. ‘ The deier i
tlon once l'ormed w-xs e'tgerly pnt mto pract:ce,‘
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crssrtude and dnuetv. '
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She Teft B

-with conflicting

how vain had they proved. What disappointment succeeded anti-
cipation. What loneliness had she experienced amid its bustle,—
what a sense of destitution amid its glitter and fashion. And her
chief stay, how had he vanished from her side,—the small clovd
seemed not to drift seaward and to be lost there,!inore anmarked,
than liim who was so precious to her little household.. On the
other vide, she had some cause of more cheerful feelings. Ier

have been expected, when ane sa inexperienced entered on it by

thus lel't n happy memory belind.
cure '\nd delurht, in which her sonl centered ~—~and she wns re-

sured, loved her;
respectmg thase whom: she had not seen for yeurs,—-occupled her
mind, oconsronnlly during her tedious j journey, until her attendant
aroused-her by announcing a distant view of the Prairje.
indeed, was the brond flowery expanse, which she so well knew,
and whose scenes were endeared above any other on earth. They
approached the cottage, and the returning daughter soou found
herzell moving amid the well known and well beloved haunts of
her youth. Sha could not shake off some feeling of degradation,
at thus returning, in humility and loneliness, to a place which she
deserted with tno many evidences of waywardness and pride. And
when she doubted what reception she might possibly meet when
her whole story was known, she pressed her child the closer, ax
the only sure participator in all her griefs and joys. Her child,

hawever,was not her only devoted compemon,——Rolh had attach-

master. e watched her every movement, when in smht and
seemed continually anxious not to lose that lnst hold which ha had
on man’s sympathy, and to exhibit his affection with two-fold
force, to that remnant of the fumily which he served. Often
Lucy spoke to the hell’conscrous creature, of his absent master,
and was often amused at the temerity ol'the infant Maria in play-
ing with its glossy coat, and the tenderness with which the brate
retarned thes= weleome attentions. . Rolla now trotted beside tha
vehicle which. slre sat in, and the deal‘emng barks of Wolf and

colrnve on the upprrrhmv strangere. In a few mnntoe those

«

so finlse a step. Her ‘husband had become weaned from, dlssrpu-‘
ting. pursuus, and lnd grown dumestlc and affectionute, and had -
His oluld remained, aga new'.

'Then’.'

hsteued 10 the recrtal of: doubt, und fear, and couees of upprellen-.:_ \
sion, tremblmu like an aspen, bat the winding up.-—-the news, -
that the ‘wreck of the Endeavour had been met at séa’ and: duly
reported, ard that only the sligtest ground for hape exrsted that:
any of her crew still exlsted—-overwhelmed her with speechles-t:j“ '
The sympathizing messenger retired, and’:.
Lucy opened her eyes on astate of existence in which every. -
thing seemed changed, seemed replete with images of sadness -
and horror, seemed repulsive, deformed, and almost without a -

the approaches of despair occasioned, were, however, partially -

sents,—too much morality and spirit and religion, to sink abjectly . -

and. possessm-r the sausfecuon of- l\nowmv .
-that her own hstlessness was nof the chiiel cause. lTu«rgmg the
remembrance of' her husband to her hear, commrseratm' hxs:l’ato, .
shnnlung, from " contact with the world and )eernmg over, the

of some new path in life, for herself, and ‘the lrttle rnnocent, thut,- .
was, what path was opea to her feet, or where could she foree an~

was induiged, until the Jonely woman' 's brain became confused by ",

some vain endeuvours to form some favourable couarse in the .

could add to the comfort and perhups wealth of the cottage, in the -
absence of her sister,—and for whom was the superﬂurty of “that :
little estate Jintended, except for her and those dear to her ? It wns;
n return to home tea beloved futher nnd srster and she shed tears” )

emotions :—The foolish™ ..
schemes of pleasure and attraction, indulged on her entering it,

city life hnd been Jess marked with folly and suffering, than might

turmng to ‘thase whom she dearly ioved, -and who she was e:-'? : “
‘These thoughts, hlended wrth anucrpatmn-.

ed himself with twofold affection to his mistress, since he lust his

Watch were soon h:ard, as they gezed from the vicinity of the



