ighy Teseue her from her present captor, but
G felt that he had rather she would pine and
!‘n the wild abode of the bandit, than again
“.““ his power, Yes, Malcolm, with all his
"38 recklessness, was deeply, kindly alive to
v, erics of his fate, and although his song
;1‘:"? and cheerful, his heart was swelling with
d of wretchedness, few hearts have ever
N"u‘ which very few ean ever knovw, Suddenly
Sy '@ was hushed, for o strancre phenomenon had
hQ“_‘ 11i§ sizht, and scizing the arm of Francis,
toy, ted to a4 distant part of the cavern, where
%o brilliant lights, which appeared like
&,ﬁ "’}md balls of fire. The terrified Francis
Nt‘ ) 18 face in his hands to shut out the vision,
%y, 832¢ of Malcolm was rivetted on the place,
iy, ter the lapse of a few moments, the lights
By, " ed, and then were seen again at a emall
xla[%le from the phace where they first appeared.
Uy fancied he heard a slight rustling sound
X h\i:llemnent' and a new thought darted through
Ml“et Perhaps it was some beast come to
k\\g on the dead, and if so, it must have some
Yrines. (M the cavern to the world without.
:_he "8 to hig feet, he darted forward, and at
R Moment was at the place from which the
i"lxx;,‘l “%eded. e was right, but the terrified
“‘%m d away but not so quickly as (o cluda
:‘ii%d Of the determined Maleolm, who still
%y o % hold until the creature entered a hole
h\ped °F of the cave, and by a vigorous effort
%'ht the llts captor. Malcolm stooped fo t:ol-
‘hq??edh Place was too small to admit him,
N ® leavo it, lest it might not ngain be
Taejy
\ N by :"‘d called after him as he left his side,
i :?"emess he answered not, but now he
Q‘Nre,.y h“End to follow him, announcing the
&ugh b; bad made. Francis obeyed, for
&, the g; **V Do advantage likely to result
o W op ;&’IVGW, he had learned to submit to
e edc‘ﬂf“. and guided by his voice, he
e ped in reaching his side.
by fiiep ¢ ud, as he sunk on the ground be-
h:]’% *ad, i) you inform me what is your
Bow ¥

¥

;a:f'fﬁm"ﬂy to enlarge the pathway of our
\%. to d endeavor to make my way to &
) 'heqﬁnk:’y fancy than this is, for the beast
«g‘ord‘r to ometimes visit the world above,
AN gy 40 80, he must have o pathway 1
‘P,:"dmightn?t his pathway lead through his
R ) hi e not question our right of jour-
G, way ; home, and disputo our passagot”
ihut” h‘“e' & mind to intrude myself on
*if he is so unkindly disposed,
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he should not have sought our acquaintance by
his late visit, so set to work man, and aid me in
enlarging this opening 1”

Francia although he saw but little to hope from
his toil, did as Malcohin desired him, but they soon
found that their progress was but slow, and Mal-
coln exclaimed! “Now if we only had some-
thing to work with, how the work would speed!
I wonder if a stick, or sharp stone might not be
found! Aye! a bone of some former luckless
wight | there must he many scattered about this
den! 1lasten and scarch, or rcmnin\ here to
mark the place while I scarch myself.

Francis who trembled in dread at every motion
lest he might Jike Malcolm stumble over a decay-
ing corpse, preferred to remnain, and Maleolm
commenced his scarch, and after some consider-
able time in which he again came in contact
with a skeleton of which but little now remained,
he succeeded, and returned tiiumphant.  Francis
shuddered as he took the bone which had once
formed a portion of a human being in his hand,
but life and liberty were at stake, and he plied
his labor almost as assiduously as did his hardy
friend. Soon the loosened carth, and small stones
became an impediment, but this was easily remov-
ed within the cave, and for many hours they con-
tinued to work without ces<ation or rest. - They
had now penetrated to some distance, for the
carth was soft and easily' removed, and life with
all its sweet enjoyments depended on their efforts,

At last, too weary to prosceute their work lon-
ger, they determined to indulge themselves in a
short rest, and Francis was soon wrapt in sleep.
Kot s0 Malcolm ;—his mind was too fully set on
the hope of liberty which was now strong within
‘his breast, and he sat supporting the head of
Francis which he had raised from the damp
ground, determined that the quiet slumber of his
friend should not be disturbed. Some time had
passed away, when his ear caught a slight sound,
and turniog his head, the glaring eyes of the
beast again met his gaze. But the monster re-
treated again on finding his course obstructed,
and Malcolm gleaned hope from the littlo incident,
for he felt assured that he was still pursuing the
way by which it had entered the cavern. For
more than an hour did Francis slumber on, and
when he awoke, he felt renewed strength to assist
at the labor on which so much depended. Ere
long a cooling breezo, very different from the con-
fined damp and chilly air of the cavern, became
perceptible, and they knew that somo change
awaited them. But what was their surprise, when
not long after, they found they had reached a wide
open spaco, and on attempting to leave the par-
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