8 THE CRITIC,.
FURTHER DOINGS O F T1E M 1\JOR hia body rose, and he deseribed an involuntary somorsaalt, This carried

. Itv I, Brake Crorrox,

(Author of “The Majors Biy Tall Stovica)” “The Beribiderol Querist<” §e.)

HEROES AT RAY,

Wo hiad halted on o perfectly lovol pliin—my two trusty servants and I
HMaving watered our horees, wo had ticd the reins to romo atunted shrubs
(the only ones in aight), and lett our rifles leaning agaiuxt a brangh.,  Wu
wera drinking, awl washing our parched faces, and genorally Juxuriating. in
& brook a few rods away,

Our pleasuro was interrupted by o territied snort from one of the horxes,
and wo saw tho thres brates plunging and steaining to get away in our di-
rection, and glaneing behind them as they struggled.  Long before wo could
reach them thoy had all throo snapt theie reins aud gallopeid close by us at
a truly magnificont paco  ‘Thzy had corefully eancealed their speed beforo,
had theso dark horacs.

Glaucing back beyond tho bushes, wo saw tho cause of their hurry and
dismay. Far away on tho plaina beast was approaching us. Not in a
stealthy, stalking, felino mauner ; but in a bouncing. buisterous, straightfor-
ward style—like n British lion, or traditional lion of the old school.” Aud
tho king of beasts indeed it was, ns an appalling roar madn us prosently
awore.  Gradually tho outlines and colour of o black-maned lion beeamo
defined.

1 mado 1y successive observations on the run. In fact wo wore all
running ovor since our horses lad stampeded. ** I galloped, Dirck galloped,
wo galloped all threo” Not that cither of my negro servants was really
named Dirck—ono being Jumbo and the other Guwbo. Buta fust line mny
give sowne idea of our travelling giit. Tho lion, however, ran fuster than
us all, and his form grow larger aud larger, and plainer and plainer.

Not having quite recovered from a sprained ankle, I began to suffer acuto
pain after a time. I was now the hindmost, and felt that I was the ono
destined to bo caught. Just about this time it dawned upon me that it was
a base and shameful thing to run away. At first I had beon running too
fast to think of this

I was now purposing to*appeal to tho manhood of my men not to flee so
ignominiously from a brute beast. I was about to suggest that, if we all
stood boldly in a row, thae lion wou'd only vat ono of us—oven if we could
not overawe him by our humen oyes. To my wonder and admiration,
Jumbo, twhu wus the feremort of 1wx, halted and made a similar proposal of
his ¢wn accord! Aund Gumbo, who was closo bohind him, scconded it!
They would not leave their Jamo wnster 1o bo dovoured, they exclaimed.
Their flight, they said, was & weaknes of which they wero ashamed. Aud
the nobility of their sentiments was only the morc touching from the
quaint, broken English in which thoy expressed themselves.

“Nay, wmy faithful sorvants! X will nof accopt this sacrifico,” I suid, or
rather sobbod, for I was really thrilled by their horoic dovotion. *I have
gaced as groat dangers before, and como off umnscathod. Leavo mo to my

estiny !"

My words wore bolder than my thoughts just then ; but I would not bo
outdone in ehivalry by two niggers.

I did not reflect that thesa trusted servanis had taken off their shoes to
wado in the brook, and had not time to put them on again. Nor did I ob-
gorve that their feet woro bur-ed and blistered, and bleeding from tho hot,
rough sand. It was no timo to notice such sceming trifles.

'Tho lion was porhaps a quartor of a mils away when wo halted and be-
gan our rapid colloquy. Ho was now hardly two hundred yards from ue.
Finding my nogroes resolved to stay, I proposed that wo should stand in a
row, as far apart gs possible, to further the escapo of the two of us who
should not bo soized first. But the devotion of the gallant fellows waxed war-
mer and warmer. A~y usisted upon standing in front of me, shoulder to
shoulder, to shield e from the lion.

Such sublimo self-sacrifice is sometimes catching. Seeing it was vain to
7eason with these heroes, I was debating the possibility of jumping over
their shoulders, or crecping between their legs at the eritical momont, and
proving that a pale faco can be generous too!  And I was struggling vigor-
ously against a 1ean tempation to move ar adjournment and to carry out
thé motion bohind their backs.

But I might have spared myself tho strugale and tho dobate. When tho
lien was only fifty yards ofT, I overheard my trusted sorvants whispering in
their pative tonguoe, which I understood better than they fancied. They
were plotting to spring nimbly apart when thoe lion made his final spring,
leaving me in the middlo for him to light on' While' he was eating mo,
they would hobble back and regain their guns at all cvents, even if thoy
couldn’t catch tho horses,

This was the secret of their presont chivalrous «tand ' and sore feot tho
reason of their horoic halt'  And it was for these men that I had beon about
to bring my I¥o and norratives to a closo !

But, thank goodness, thero was somo time left.  The lion's advancoe had
grown a littlo ess onergatic, as if ho was slightly scared, or at least puzzlad,
by our bold attitude. Yet he continued coming on

When he was within twenty yards, I stooped down behind Gumbo,
grasped him by the ankles, lifted his legs from under him, mak.ag him fall
forwards on his hands T ran him right ot the lion, “wheelharron™ fashion
—the bewildered nigger instinctively putting onc hand before the othor, be-
fore ho knew what ho was about  This brought us within n spring of the
lion. But tho spring came from our side  For, Gumbo having nuw ceased
1o walk upon his handa. except in o backward direction, I hurled his legs
forward over his head with such forco that, when they struck the ground,

him two lengths ahead of imo—into tho vory jaws of tho lion, if the latter
had stayed.

But tho beast had turned 4 flee. Our *“wheolbarrow” chargo had
brought him to a halt, Gumbo and I scomed to o amialgamated into a now
and ugly monster, with two hends nnd a dovbtful numbor of legs, not to
mention a curigusly pinbald colour. Thok tho curved but holdly aggressive
spring of Gumbo comploted tho animal's dismay. It was springing e sur-
prisa upon him with a vongeanco. And ho shrank back, as o lap-dog
shrinks from the startling apparition of a Jack-in-tho-box !

Ho fled ; but ho soun converted his flight into a dotour.  Iln whenled
round to pursue Jumbo, who was silently stealing away, quite forgotting his
soro fuet in Inq doublu terror, at the closencss of tho lion, and my manifest
dotection of his own treachery. Finding himsolf pursucd, Jumbo howled
lustily It was a sad dizonchantment for mo, who eo lately fauncied him =

 heo. 1is cago, it must bo ownod, was scemingly hopeless; for, though a

mau romarkablo for agility, his feet were really in a pitiable condition then,
Besides, the lion, which ad begun tho chase in a half-heaited, undecided
sort of way, was soon pursuing him in grim earncst. Iis tail aud his
courago roso at tho unconcoaled torror of Jumbo., As tho savago benst
seoiied wbout to spring upon his vietim, I trombled for the poor follow,
traitor though ho was,

But Juu}bo's ond was not yot  Ilo had gzed over his shoulder, as he
flod, at thoe involuntary gymnastics of Gumbo, and their pronouacod offoct
upon the lion ; and he had not gazed in vain. Iif ahoer desporation ho now
stooped sidoways to the ground, and, with a rapidity scldom oxeolled oven by
n Lendon street Arnb, he turned six or sovon counsccutive ¢ Cathorine-
wheels® beforo tho uttorly non-plussed lion. In other wonls, ho mado his
outstrotched avms and lega tho spokes, as it were, of a rimless wheol, and on
those spokes ho mado soveral completo revolutions.

For a moment the dazed lion stood agapoe, like a peusant-boy gazing ot a
strange vehicle,  Then ho turned and fled a second time. Jumbo's capors
might not have demomlized tho beast by themsolves; but suc.-cding tho
former and greator shock, they quite upset tho nerious systom of that black-
maned lion.  Two transformation scones in one pantomime wero 00 many

for him.
(To le Continued,)

“TRURO AND KENTVILLE

Marble, Fed and’Grey Cranite, and Frcestone
Monuments, Tablots, Headstone and
Tabletops, Soapstone, cto.

A. J. WALKER,
Corner Prince and \Waddell Streets, Truro.

A. J. WALKER & C¢,
Church Street, Kentville.

JUST RECIIVAD.

Per S. S. YORK CITY,
A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF
LAaDIBs?

MANTLES AND DOLMANS!

Tea ! Tea! Tea!

GRAND OPENING!

The Hong_K_o_n—g Tea Co'y

Will open a BRANCH STORE at
139 — Argyle Street — 139
HALIFAX, N. 8.

On Saturday, 15t November, 1824, with the largest
and cholceas 3eiection of NEW SEASON TEAS,
CTRICE LISTay best 5oc. p. Ib
-—3 Co JST) 40X ¢, p. Ib,

COFFEES- r‘:ai’f’s?&ia‘.na' Ground cpvery

day.
I‘rlce Lict—20c, 21¢, Best 30c. per Ib.
ELEGANT PRESENTS glven to purchaszrs

of Tea.
SUGARS of all grades Retailed at Refiners’

"‘X:I?('}OODS warranted 10 give saticfaction or the —IN—
money will be refunded.
HONG KONG TEA company, |Cashmere, Ottoman,
- 139 Argyle Street. Broche, Stockinette, &c.
DAVIDSON & MoMANTS, LADIES—’A?;R smres
()
FINE TAILORING. 1n Black and Colors
AT THE—

139 HOLLIS STREET,
HALIFAX, N. S.

London House

WM. MooDY & GO.
@8 and 170 Gianville Strest

Toour Patrons wooffer the largest and most
carefully sclected Stock in the city to chooso
from, and guarantee pesfectly

FITTING GARMENTS,

Made under our own personal supervision.

Acadian Hotel

Granville Street Halifax, N, S.

This Spaco bolongs to

M.JJO'BRIEN,

Confeetioner & Biscuit Manufacturer,

170 to 174 Upper Wuter St.

WM. BANNISTER,

Importer and Dealer In

Thas Uld-established and Favonite House havioz
been Renovated and Newly-Furnished Thro\?;houz,
1t now o.cn, under modern management, for the

reception of guests ‘
The o e a1l Bandrome - Watches, Clocks, Jewslry,
SPECTACLES, PLATED-WARE.

d .omg

furnished—therets no old Iurnhll:cal.: the place,
ELECTRIC BELLS on every floor.

144—Granvillo Street,—144

HALIFAX, N, S.

% Tne Table wdl be supplied with all the
delicacies of the scason (American style),

TERMS MODERATE

WM. POPPLETON, Proprietor.




