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Romeward drift do not etop at niceties of procedure.
One thing is certain, M, Kensit's extreme action has
thoroughly suceceded in attiacting attention to a
grievance which very many worthy membhbers of the
chureh endure, bt who are too meek and peace-
loving to resent openly,  The dixeussion lately on the
incident. in the chureh court< and the conclusions
arrived at clearly show that a re-action is at hand and
that High Churchmen will meet’ with organized
apposition rhould their propaganda be pushed too far.
For the sake of Evangelical religion, it is to be hoped
aturdy Englishmen will decline to be overburne from
their old moorings by disciples of the aesthetic rather

than of the spiritual in religion, and the lesson to all’

denominations is to go slow with useless innovations
in then chiureh serviees,

THE  APPROACHING  GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

];lil-‘til:li our nest number appears the General
Asseinbly  will have opened its  Fessions in
Montread amd the business will be under way. The
meeting will tuke place under the most favorable
auspices. 1t will be in the Commereial Metropolis of
the Dominion, in a church which, though recently
erectod. has some claim (o be togarded as representing
the oldest Preshyterian organization in Lower Canada.
The buibling affords every convenience necessary to
the comfort of the members and the ready despateh of
business.  There ate no hetesy eases or diflicult cazes
of dizeipline likely to come up to di~turb the harmony
of the meeting.  There ae no huning questions to
occasion amiety  Thae i abundanee of good work
to e reportesd and the tinanees of the schemes may be
anid to be mote <atisfactory all round than anybody
hoped a few weehs ago, Tt is a good time for a for-
ward movement of ~ome kind which may signalize
preparation for the opening of the twenticth century
three years hence, as is being done by some of the
more aggessive churches in the old world. It only
necds that the word of faith and tire be apcen to
kindle a great flame that <hall shed light afar over the
Continent or vier the ~eas to lands beyond. Who will
atep to the front as the prophet of the new Crusade?

The indieations are at present that the attendance
will he larger than for any meeting since the Assembly
was conatituted on its present hasis of representation.
This may be partly due to the unusually low railway
ratea, but we trust that it is due also to increased
interest and a determination 1o use the meeting for all
it is worth. Lot every man present help to make it a
aneceas gl give the work a push at some point other
than at a peint of order. Let there be no temptation
to <ay after it ix over that the time and expense of
holding it have been wasted

We mahe no prediction as to who is likely to be
Maoderator aud express no preference. O the names
that have been sugpested by Preshyteries any one
would make 1 good presiding oflicer and all are men
who have served the chureh well. Whoever is elected
will no dendit receive the hearty support of all.
THE  MI=SION

OF CONGREGATIONALIRM

CANADAL

AHE Bev. 1 G Brooks  n Congregational minister

in Loteden whois ot present on avisit to Canada

in the wters t ot gu Foogration Scheme which has

anr Gt svipathy and need not here e disenssed,

Bt b hae Bovn unbandening his mind tooaepoiter

am o the s qeiition of Coprregatioiali=m in Cantdacin
« manner whe b oealls for some comuent,

IN

The Presbyterian Review

According to him one of the great needs of Canada
is more Congregationalism. because it pre-eminently
agtanda for the utmost freedom, for manhood, for
character. for edueation. for the building up of peoples.
No other system—not Preshyterianism for example—
over dared to trust the people.” “The opportunity
of Congregationalism in Canuda is a grand one,” he
adds, and regrets that so little seems to have been done
to realize its mission.

Now we have no wish to detract in any way {rom
the honorable history of Congregationalism or discour-
age it from pursuing its legitimate mission in the
world. But we make bold to say that there i no
country on the face of the carth where it is less needed
than in Canada to-day and hardly any other country
where its departure would be less wissed as a separate
organization. And the simple reagon is that without
its dircet aid we have already all the civil and religious
liberty it can ever hope to give us.  As for trusting the
people the Preshyterian Chureh does that to the fullest
extent that serves any purpose, and the same is true of
other churches that might be named. The people
have responded by supporting these churches and
leaving the Congregational churches to care for a few
of their own people in the large cities who were
heredtarily attached to that system and preferred it
when it was within their reach. The body has never
cut any figure numerieally in Canada, and can now
Lope to grow only by divisive courses.  This accounts
for the fact that they are becoming intensely denomi-
national in gpirit, even sectarinn, and that their leaders
are deliberately cultivating an attitude which must
ever defeat the only mission they could ever claim to
have. A few vears ago there was a hopefel movement
for union with the Presbyterian Church. It was
defeated by the intense bigotry of a few who refused
even to consider it. The only future now before them
scems to be that of an expiring sect—a forlorn hope
deomed to perish.  They have not even the cohesion
necessary to turn to full account the force they possess.
Every man dues what seems right in his own eyes or.
more commonly, leaves it undone. They have some
excellent people but what they need is an organization
that will make their work effective. They would get
that by merging into the Presbyterian Church or, if
they prefer it, into the Methodist. In so doing we
venture to say they would lose none of the real freedom
they now enjoy. There is no use in making a fetish
of their useless form of church government.

FEDERATION OF CHURCHES,

IPHE Federation of the Free Evangelical Churches in

‘ngland has awakened so much enthusiasm and
proved such a succegs that it is now proposed to
extend the organization to Scotland and Ireland. The
conditions there are somewhat different, but there is
no reason why it should not render valuable service in
these countries too. The aim of the organization is
aubatantially the same as that of the Evangelical
Alliance, only that it goes = little further and secks to
obviate the multiplication of kindred church organi-
zationa in small placea where there iz no real need for
them., and encourages those already existing to co-
operate in the thorough oversight of the population
around them. Why should not the same thing be
tried on a large seale on this side the Atlantic as well?
Tentative efforts in that direction have been made at
different puints more than once and have accomplished
some goud. But they lacked the enthusiasm and
momentum of a wide-spread movement. If some of




