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Mrs. Browing’s Last Poem.
A VIEW ACROSS THE ROMAN CAMPAGNA.—1861.
Overfthe dumb campagna-sea,
Out jn the offing through mist and rain,
St. Peter’s Church heaves silently
Like a mighty ship in pain,
Facing the tempest with struggle and strain.

Mcﬁ-do-'ﬁdl“mu'
@@Soundless breakers of desolate :
The sullen surf of the mist devours
That mountain-range upon either hand,
Faten away from its outline grand.

And over the dumb
Where the ship of the Church heaves on to
wreck,
Alone and silent as God must be -
The Christ walks! Ay, but Peter’s deck.
1s stiff to turn on the foundering neck.

_Petag, Peter, if such be thy name,
Now leave the ship for another to steer,
And proving thy faith evermore the same,
Come forth, tread out through the dark and
drear, '
Siulﬂavl.nvdhnb—inl\m:

Peter, Peter! He does not speek ;

He is not as rash as in old Galilee.
Safer a ship, though it toss and leak,

Than a reeling foot.on a rolling sea!

Arnid he’s got to be round in the girth, thinks he.
Peter, Peter! He doesnot stir;

His nets are heavy with fish:
to infer,
“The broil on the shore, if the Lord should

wish,

But the sturgesit goes to the Cesar’s dish.”

Peter, Peter, thou fisher of men,
Fisher of fish wouldst thou live instead,
Haggling for pence with the other ten,
Cheating the market at so much a head,
Griping the bag of the traitor dead ?

At the triple crow of the Gallic cock
Thou weep’st not, thou, though thine eyes be
dazed :
What bird comes next in the tempest-shock ?
Vultures!. See !—ss when Romulus gazed—
To insagurate Rome for a world amazed !

“ Can Miracles be Proved to be

_ Impossible 1
following delivered at a recent
- .ﬁ:’w

The
Clerical Mee in lﬁ~by
the Rev. J. A. A., viear of
M-.Bd::h'
College,

C Witness.

- The consideratipn of the place which miracles
hold, as evidence confirmatory of the faith of
the Gospel, has heen rendered more necessary by

in which the possibility of such supernatural oc-
currences has been point<lanksdenied. The
remarks I am about to make on the subject will
apply, though in grest part, yet not exclusively,
to the “ Essay on the Stady of the Evidences of
Christianity,” to which I have alluded. A very
writings published within the last half-century
or so on the Continent, or with the still earlier
works of English Freethinkers, will be sufficient
to show that there is nothing especially new in
the principles of the volume of which the Essay
I have referred to forms part—certainly nothing
very novel in the substance of the attack om
miracles which it contains, aithough the ground
of the attack may have been in some degree
shifted.

According to this newer phase of the question,
we have been all along wrong in assigning any
value to the miraculous manifestations which
the Gospels record as corroborative of the Divin-
ity and truth of Christ’s mission. In lieu of mira-
cles supporting the doctrine which Christ preach-~
ed, they would be, even supposing the testimony
to their occurrence to be accepted, a source of
difficulty, rather than a help to,the reception of
the Gospel. In our present state of physical in-
formation, it is asserted, we know,that nature
ever proceeds after an harmonious order—an
order uninterrupted—and, as our reason shows
us, is incapable of interraption. 'We shall do well
then (if we would prove to the present enlight-
ened generation the truth of the religion of Je-
sus), to disjoin altogether the doctrine which He
delivered from the miracles with which it is said
to have been uccompanied. They are incapable
ofpxoof,mdevenilt.h-irtmthewldheprond,
they would not help, but hinder, our receiving

whole course of Divine Providence ever pro-
ceeds in an orderly, uninterrupted march; it is
the boast of the indugfive philosophy, from the
times of Bacon dowhward, that, as it was the
firt to apprehend, so, by multiplied proofs from
every branch of natural sclence, it has secured
to us this great truth of “ the umiversal order
and constancy of natural causes, as4 primsry
law of belief—so MQWMM
in the mind of every laductive enquirer, that he
cannot even conceive the possibility of its fail-
ure.” (“ Essays and Reviews,” p. 108.)"

The religion of Christ, then, 1 is argued, has
nothing to lose but everything to gain by the
« dissociation of the spiritual from the physieal.”
‘The more philosophical among the advocates of
Christianity in later days have, it is said, shown
the way to this severance of the internal truths

eunem-rdinmﬁn‘" &;t.m a certain occa-
sion, they had seen two and two make five, we |

the Essayist suppose thet such truths as that
two and two make four,.are %0 be received on
testimony. ' Surely he has lost sight altogether
here of the distinction between necessary and

exceptions, necessary tyuth excludes them. The |
truths of pure are necessary

as such, the induction of which the Fssayist
speaks so much has nothing to do with them.—
The inductive process, which leads us up to
tingent truth only, consists in deriving from the |
observation by the senses, and still more from |
is to ascend to higher, and so on continually, till
one arrives at the most general truths. In this
process, we are guided in every instance by the
perception of analogy between the cases com- |
pared, and we must necessarily confine our con-

is known to extend. The conclusion may go far
beyond the particular facts which have been ac-
tually ooserved, but it cannot go beyond their
known relations and ascertained analogies. If
it go beyond these, it is no longer an induetive
inference, It is a mere fanciful and groundiess
P 3 it

Now exsmine the Essayist’s fundamental prin-
ciple—*miracles are impossible.” This is no
inductive conclusion : it has no pretensions to be
a generalization from a series of physical obser-
vations, such, e. g., as the law of gravitation.—
It is a mere abstract metaphysical opinion; an
assumption which, in fact, begs the whole ques-
tion under discussion—not the last step in a
chain of inductive reasoning. “ The order of
nature, so far as man has been able to investi-
gate its laws, never is broken in upon; there-
fore it cannot be broken in upon.” What logi-
cal connection is there between these two asser-
tions ?

To put this matter a little more fully. The
inductive process may enable us, in each branch
of physical seience, to arrive at the most general
laws which vegulate the operations of nature in
that special branch ; but it by no means follows
that the fullest acquaintance with the laws of na-
ture’s workings, in one department, will enable
us to say by what higher laws, in another de-
partment, these already ascertained laws may be
overruled and controlled. Thus he would be
considered but a poor philosopher who, having
arrived, by an inductive process, at the law of
gravitation, should deny to animals the power
of walking, or to man that of lifting at will a
stone from the ground, because such a power
contravenes the law which he has thus made his
study : or (what is perhaps nearer to the point
under disctssion), he would be thought to be
but.a poor philosopher, who should refuse to be-
lieve in a temporary suspension of the law of
gravitation by the higher law of voltaic elegtrici-
ty, where a bar of iron, by thg electric current
being passed through it, is made magnetic. But
would it be more unphilosophical, I would ask,
to refuse assent to, or even investigate into,
truths belonging to one branch of science, on
account of their seeming inconsistency with the
laws inductively established in another branch,
than to assert, @ priori, the inadmissibility of
any testimony to prove a miracle ?

I note, too, in the arguments of others than
the Essayist who have denied the reality of the
Gospel miracles, a grave inconsistency. I should
suppose that most of us would be ready to al-
low that miracles would not, of themselves, if
now set before us, be enough to carry conviction
to our minds of the truth of any teaching sub-
versive of the doctrine of Christ. This is what
St. Paul means when he says, “ If we, or an an-
gel from heaven, preach any other Gospel to you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”
We shall allow that “ the true force of the Chris-
tian evidences lies in the union and combination
of the external testimony of miracles with the
internal excellence of the dotrine.” And we
conceive that no argument is valid azainst Chris-
tianity which does not address itself to these
two, as combined one with the other.  They are
linked closely together ; break the link if you
can: but do not suppose that any arguments can
be offered which are of any validity as against
one of these factors in the problem, only as they
tend to confirm and strengthen the other. God
has given us, as we believe, in the Bible a doe-
trine equally pure and high, and has testified to
the Author of that doetrine coming from Him
by miracles. Do not, then, at one moment say
that this doctrine ought to have been allowed to
make its own way, and would have done so,
apart from miraculous attestations to its truth;
and, at another, that it is so mysterious as to
need further confirmation of its Divine authori-
ty. Do not suppase that you weaken the force
of the argument from miraculous manifestations
to the minds of men in general, e. g., by saying
that the truth of our Lord’s teaching should
have been allowed to work its way by its own
unaided force, and that it was capable of doing
90, while at the same time- you say of the doc-
trines and mysteries which distinguish Chris-
tianity as a positive religion, that it is unreason-
able to call on man to believe * such astounding
dogmas, and to bow to the heaviest yoke ” that
was ever formed for man’s mind, without clear-
er evidence to the Divine, i. ¢., to the superna-
turs! authority of Him who propounded them.
I am quoting here, when I use the terms, “ as-
tounding dogmas,” &c., the words of one who
has preceeded by some years the Essayist in the
Mhl&wdoubtonthepouibﬂityof
miracles in general—Mr. Greg, in his “ Creed
of Christendom.” These two arguments are,

of Christianity from the external (and supposed
supernatural) attestations of it, by the prepon-
derance which, in their advocacy of its claims,
they have assigned to the internal excellence of
the doctrine, as compared with the * evidential ”
enthority of miracles.
The attempt to argue the impossibility of
Wiracles on this ground, 1 mean, of inductive
Sitce \nading us to the conclusion of an univer-
sal order uy consistency of natural causes—is,
10 my Wind, y proof thet the Essayist has en-
tirely mistaken thy 1y imit, of induetive infer-
;::n:‘m"'y instance of con-
mind on i subject in p. 141. He is
' refute a dictum of Dr.

| across's miracle. 1Is is possible, then, 10 disjoin

however, as directed against the New Testa-
menm, plainly exelusive orfe of the other. We
cannot ajlow it to be fair to ask, at one moment,
with resgict to truths closely and intimately
united togewer in the same system of Divine
teaching, “ Wy is there ot stronger evidence |
for them *” and at the next, * What need of any
proof for all this, beyond what it earries in it-
self ?” 1 Christ was a Teacher come from God,
He was so (if we are to attach any belief to the
New Testament record) as the Incarnate Word.
Here we touch 6t once on a miracle. If Paul
preached a judgment to come to the Athenians,
he appealed, as a proof of its certainty, to the
assurance which God has given to all men that
such a day was coming, “in that ke had raised
Christ from the dead.” Here, again, we come

the tmuths of Christianity from the miraculous

clusions within the limits to which the analogy |lead of our blessed Redeemer.

manifestations by which it was accompanied ?
I trow not. Of one thing I am sure, that He

should be bound to believe them.” Now, does | who first promuloated these truths, our Lord and | by peculiar views, for 8 momeat believe those

Master, Christ, closely joined the one 'with the
other. And if men can bring themselves/to be-
lieve in the possibility.of such a separation,
without Christianity perishing in the attempt,

contingent truth. Contingent truth admits of | this is simply because they have first, in théir

own minds, eliminated from our religion all

truths; | those doctrines and mysteries which serve to

distinguish it as the truth of God. A so-called
Christianity of this kind, shorn of all that to
our eyes gives it value, may be pronounced, in
the words of a free-thinker of some generations
back, * a Christianity as old as the creation.”—
But this will not be “ the faith once delivered to
the saints,” for which we are bound to contend.
I repeat, then (what is indeed obvious), that
in maintaining the y ction betwe
the teaching of Christ and the external miracles
by which it was accredited, we are following the
Not that He
held out the assurance that such supernatural
manifestations would bring conviction home to
the hearts of those who set themselves against
the truth. We know that this was not so, and
could not be so. In his own blessed person He
verified the truth, which he before had taught,
that the hard-hearted and unbelieving would not
be won over “though one rose from the dead.”
But when any one (whose faith in his own divine
person, as the centre of all our hopes, needed
confirming) approached him in the spirit which
dictated these words, “ Lord, I believe, help thou
my unbelief,” to such he put forth the power of
his Godhead in its visible effects. When John’s
disciples came to him with the question, ““ Art
thou He that should come, or do we look for
another »” we are told (Luke vii. 24), * in that
same hour he cured many of their infirmities and
plagues, and of evil spirits, and unto many that
were blind he gave sight, and then said ‘ Tell
John what things ye have seeri and heard: how
that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised.’”
We may search through the Gospels in vain, in
order to find any like manifestations of Christ’s
divine power, in its actual working, vouchsafed
to those who were not disposed to believe in
him. And why is this distinction made, but
that Christ, “ who knew what was in man,”
knew that any miracles wrought for the purpose
of convincing those who were determined to be
incredulous must fail of their effect ? It is then
to no purpose that it is alleg®l, by way of ob-
jection to the reality of our Lord’s mirucles, that
they did not produce conviction in the minds of
all who witnessed them. We know that it was
impossible that they should do so. It was im-
possible for this very reason, that closely con-

joined with his miraculous power was the claim

which He asserted—* Believe that I sm in the
Father and the Fatber io me.” They would not
believe in Christ as the Saviour of the world,
as the great object of faith, and therefore their
eyes were holden, so that * seeing they saw not.”
But if the Gospel narrative shows that those
who were not immediately interested in the
miraculous cures wrought by Christ, were in-
clined, not unfrequently, to cavil at them and
the worker of them, it gives us overwhelming
evidence, at the same time, that those who were
immediately interested, knew themselves or
their friends to be miraculously healed, and
sought in crowds that great Physician who
had given such marvellous proots of his Divine
power. If thefe be such passages as Matt. ix.
14, or John xii. 37, which show that the miracu-
lous power in such works of mercy before the
eyes of those who are determined not to believe,
only moves their spite and rage, there is super-
abundant testimony, on the other side to the
gratitude and devotion of those who were bene-
fitted by such. Let any one run through the
passages, Mark i. 27—32, ii. 3—12, vi. 55 ; Luke
v. 12, vii. 4—16, viii. 25, xviii. 41. (I purpose-
ly refrain from referring to St. John, because
the testimony of the synoptic gospels is su ffi-
cient to prove this point.) Let him run through
these passages, and then say what his impres-
sion is, with rfegard to the popular belief, as to
the character, person and power of Jesus dur-
ing the time of his ministry on earth,

And I fully believe, even had the Augustan
age been an age of as high enlightenment and as
advanced philosophy as the present asserts itself
to be, the same impression both would have been
produced on the mind of the age by the means
which Christ employed, and could only have been
wrought by a manifestation of supernatural power
accompanying the truths He taught. We must
recollect that the peculiar doctrines which He
inculcated were doctrines neither commending
themselves to the natural understanding, nor ac-
ceptable to the unrenewed heart. He spoke of
mysteries which none of his followers could
fathom, but which his hearers (those at least who
were of an honest and good heart, in the scrip-
tural sense of the words) accepted, because the
credentials He exhibited were such as to prove
Him divine. The words of Nicodemus, * we
know that Thou art a Teacher come from God ;
for no man can do the miracles that Thou doest,
except God be with him,” express what was the
common sentiment with regard to Him, and
what, we freely say, was a natural and a right
feeling. When He spoke of the cneness of
Himself with the Father, or any like mysterious
doctrine which leads us to Himself as the centre
of our faith and our affections, He spoke of
things of the truth of which the reason of " those
He addressed had no means of judging. But
when He showed Himself accredited as a Divine
Teacher by * the works that He did and tha:
bare witness of Him,” He used, as we believe,
the right means and the only means of convinc-
ing his hearers that those things which He said
of Himself were true.

And, if the question was asked, “ Why, then,
if any person, in our own time, laid claim to such
supernatural powers as Christ and his Apostles
possessed, should we at once reject the claim P ”
the answer which we should give would, I think,
be somewhat different to that which the Essay-
ist gives, p. 108. He alludes to the case of the
miraculous tongues among the followers of Mr.
Irving some years ago. ‘At the time,” says
be, * many unprejudiced, and sceptical persons,
themselves witnessed the efiects, were convinced
(as indeed were the most candid inquirers at the
time,) that, after all reasonab e and possible al-
lowance for the influence of delusion-or impos-
ture, beyond all question certain extraordinary
manifestations did occur. But just as little as

the mere fact could be disputed, did any omox-!
cept those immediately interested, or influenced

effects to be miraculous.” Now, why this incre-
dulity in all sober-minded Christians > Why
should - they deny, that what they believed once
had happened in other days, and in other climes,
might happen in their own day, and among them-
selves 7 The essayist would say that they were
(insensibly perhaps to themselves) so penetrated
by the spirit of their age as to be naturally led
by it to be incredulous as to any supposed super-
natural manifestations in their own day. He
would triumph perhaps in their inconsistency.
To mé it appears wholly consistent, in any one
who has persuaded himeelf of the
sufficiency of the Christian revelation to the
wants of his own woul, to refuse, even prior o
all examination, his assent to any supposed fur-
ther revelation. A believer, fully persuaded in
his own mind, is of all persons the least likel
to be led astray by enthusiasm or superstition.
It is not those who boast themselves adepts in
the philosophy of the age, who are best armed
against the impostures of the present generation.
Have we not proof that our age,
however advanced it may profess itself to be, is
not thereby secured aguinst imposition, in the
spread of Spirit rapping in the higher ranks, or
‘of Mormonism among the lower ? A firm and
sober eonviction of the truth of God’s Word—
of Christianity, as it is the most complete, so

which will be vouchssfed till the end of time, is
the surest safeguard against any such delusions.
To this assurance on the believer’s part, that
all things will continue as they have done since
the time of Christ’s first advent, there is one
manifest and remarkable exception. We know
from God’s Word that “ the day of the Lord
cometh as s thief in the night,” that the final
break up of the present dispensation shall come
on the world without any wamming. And our
Lord has told us that it may come at any time,
and bids us watch and be ready for it, at what-
ever period it shall come. Now, to the Essayist,
this expectatioh of a catastrophe, by which the
present course of the world shall be wound up,
must, in consistency with his own prineiples, ap-
pear as unphilosophical as the ushering in of
the dispensation in which we live, by any extra-
ordinary manifestations of Divine power, can
seem to be. The logical consequence of the
inciples laid down by him seems to me to be
is, that the present course of things must go
on for ever—that the world can never have an
end—nay, that it never could have had a begin-
ning! And I may well wind up the few remarks
I have taken the to offer on this subject,
by showing, that.of as well as other mon-

from his principles, the induetive philesophy, of
which he says so much, is wholly guiltless. I
would set this before you in the words of Bacon
himself, and one of those who, in medern days,
has most closely followed the Baconian method.
The great father of-the inductive philosophy was
one who would have repudiated, as strongly as
any one among us can do, the consequences
which in modern days, have been supposed to be
derived from the principles he laid down. In
speaking of the true bounds and limitations
yhereby human knowledge is confined agd cir-
cumscribed, he mentions, among these limitations,
“ the third, that we do not presume by the con-
templation of nature to attain to the mysteries
of God "—* Ne putemas posse nos per naturme
contemplationem mysteria divina assequi.” (De
Augmentis Scientiarum, lib. i.) As for this third
point he goes on to say :—* It deserves to be a
little stood upon, and not to be lightly passed
over ; for if any man think, by view and inquiry
in these semsible and material things, to attain
that light whereby he may reveal unto himself
the nature or will of God, then indeed is he
spoiled by vain philosophy. * Si quis ex rerum
sensibilium et meteriatarum intuitu tantum
luminis assequi speret, quantum ad patefaciendam
divinam naturam, aut voluntatem sufficiat, ne
iste decipitur per inanem philosophiam.”

And with regard to the Divine working in the
ordinary course of the world, and the reasons
why alone God ever transcends the law of nature,
hear the same philosopher speaking, in the Con-
fession of Faith. p. 467. I believe that, notwith-
standing God bath rested and ceased from
creating since the first Sabbath, yet, neverthe-
less, He doth accomplish and fulfii his Divine
will in all things, great a small, singular and
general, as fully and exactly by providence as
He could by miracles, and new creation, though
his workings be not immediate and direct, but
by compass, not violating mature, which is his
own law upon the creature.” (I believe) “ that
at the first the soul of man was not produced by
heaven or earth, but was breathed immediately
from God, so that the ways and proceedings of
God with spirits are not included in nature, i. e
in the laws of heaven and earth, but are reserved
to the law of his secret will and grace : wherein
God worketh still and resteth not from the work
of redemption, as He resteth from the work of
creation, but -continueth working till the end of
the world; what time the task also shall be ac-
complished and an eternal Sabbath shall ensue.
Likewise that whensoever God doth transcend
the law of nature by miracles which may ever
séem as new creations, He never cometh to that
point or pass, but in regard of the work of re-
demption which is the greater, and whereto all
God's signs and miracles do refer.

And it is true (and remember on this poeint
hangs the whole of the Essayists azgument) that
the introductive philosophy leads us to suppose
a uniform course of nature from the first? “In
no paletiologicai science,” says Dr. Whewel,
Phil. Ind. Seiences, il. 137 (by which term he
means those sciences which have it for their busi-
ness to study the train of past events, produced
by natural causes down to the present time, e.g.
geology), * in no paletiological science has man
been sble to arrive at & beginning which is ho-
mogeneous with the known course of events.
In all these paths of research when we travel far
backwards, the aspect of the earlier portions be-
comes very different from that of the agvanced
part on which we now stand.” In other words,
as the same author defines it in one of his aphor-
isms, “ The doctrine of an uniform course of
nature is tenable only when we extend the action
of uniformity so far thet it shall include catas-

being the latest revelation of God’s will to man, [\power on the earth, and held the first rank among

 Beligims Juteligcr.

Another Letter from the Rev. J.
P. Newman.

'AKKA |

8o intimately blended are the events of sacred !

and profane history connected with all that re-
gion from the hills of Nazareth to the mulberry |

transition from Palestine to Pheenicia. The lat- |
ter was included in the original promise to Abra- |
ham, though frow inability or -mwﬂlingne-w'
dipel its wealthy traders, it was only nominally
possessed by his descendants. Our notions of

purpose of Jehovah as to the material greatness
of his chosen pecple, have heen unworthy the
one and the other. The religion of the Jews,
and the mission they were destined to accom-

commerce like that possessed by the ancient
Pheenicians. Though inhabited by a race whose
sins had forfeited their inheritance, it is an inter-
esting fact that Commerce was born on the wes-
tern shores of the Promised Land, and from its
commercial towns Cadmus sailed across the Me-
diterranean and laid the foundation of the splen-
did literature of Greece and Rome. With such
a territory and with facilities for the grandest
navy, Palestine might have been the leading

the renowned nations of the past.
Reluctantly leaving those scenes, sacred to the
life and deeds of our Lord, we found ourselves
at the close of the day, in the midst of new as-
sociations, dating back to the earliest authentic
records, the interests of which has effected the
interests of mankind in every age. Stopping a
moment at the fountain of Sepurich, around
which Guy de Lusigtan gathered the heroi¢ Cru-
saders on the night previous to the fatal battle
of Hatlin, we ascerided the hill of the ancient
Sepphoris, and crossing the beautiful plain of
el-Battoup, we reached the site of Cana of Gali-
lee at three P. M. Here were the Saviour per-
formed his first miracle, and where the nuptials
of the beloved John were celebrated, now the
silence of death reigns unbroken, and rank
weeds grow luxuriantly where Jewish maidens
were wont to gathefowers to form the bridal
wreath. Having read from our Bible the story
of the wedding-feast, we rode down the lovely
vale of A’bilin, and bounding over the plain of
'Akka, we entered the town, amid the congrat-
ulations of the guard, just as the evening gun
was fired, the signal for closing the gates of the
the! city for the night. The Latin monks receiv-
ed us kindly into their monastery, and the next
morning at sn early hour we visited the seversl
places of intepest. “"Akka is finely situated, on
a triangular tongue of land running into the sea,
with ‘a noble bay on either side. It is a fortified
town, and at present strongly garrisoned. Tbe
beautiful mosque of Jezzur and the temple of the
Knights-Hospittallers ave the only buildings of
note within the city. Its antiquity dates buck to
the settlement of Cansan by the Israelitas, and
it, together with the fertile plains of Pheenicip,
on the east, fell to the lot of Asher. Though an
important place, it is mentioned but twice in sa-
cred history. The tribe of Asher refusing to
obey the summons of Deborah to fight against
Sisera, she contemptuously sums up its history
in her famous song : “ Asher continued on the
sea shore and abode in his creeks.” Itis once
referred to in the New Testament under the
name of Ptolema s, at which port 8t. Paul touch-
ed on his way to Jesusalem. - But it defrives its
dern European history. Napoleon ealled it the
key of Palestine, and during the last seven hun-
dred years, from Baldwin to Napier it has been
grasped by many a rude hand. In medieval
times it was the rendezvous of the crusading
army, and the fleets of Venice, Pisa and Genoa
brought to its little harbour crowds of pious pil-
grims. Whenever misfortune befel the Crusa-
ders, they retired for refage to this fortress in
the sea. Four years after its surrender to Sala-
din, it was won back to Christendom by Rich-
ard of England, and forty years after it became
the headquarters of the Teutonic Knights, the
Templars, and the Kpights of St. John, and re-
mained in their possession till captured by the
fierce Mamelukes, who doomed sixty thousand
Christians to death or slavery. Five centuries
after, it became the royal city of one of the most
infamous characters in history, whose name is
only to be mentioned with Herod and Nero.
Rising from the servitude of a common slave tg
the dignity of a Pasha, by means of theft -and
perjury, Jeazar, “ the butcher,”{dishonoured his
Pashalic with the most inhuman deeds, perpetra-
ted, withoyt g cause, upon eminent citizens and
upon the beautiful slave girls of his harem. To
the east of the town is a low mound, where the
great Napoleon planted his batteries in 1799, and
from the summit of which, after eight succes-
sive assaults, he witnessed the defeat of his army,
and with the defeat of Acre dissolved for ever
all his bright visions of an Eastern Empire.
TYRE.
Mounting our horses at eleven A. M., we pas-
sed out of the south-east gate en-rowte for ancient

Tyre. Our path layalong the western border

of olives and beside private gardens rich in fruit-
trees and blooming with flowers. In three hours
we reached the Scala Tyriorium, or “ Tyrian
Ladder,” forming the boundary line between
Pheenicia and the Holy Land. This promontory
is the most southern root of Lebanon, with a
white base dipping into the sea. The path over
it is zig-sag, and in fancy, resembles & winding
flight of steps. The descent down the opposite
side was rough azd broken, now over low moun-
tain spurs, and again through a narrow ‘defile
leading out in a noble plain. Occasionally we
passed over bits of an old Roman road, now in
ruins. Just before reaching Iskanderiyeh, in the
mountain ravines to the east, we saw a company
of French soldiers excavating a buried city, which
had neithér name nor story. They had succeed-
ed in opening one temple and several elegant
sarcophagi. As yet no inscription had been dis-
covered to reveal the history of the unknown
city. In balf an hour we came to the white cliffs
of Ras-el-Abiad, or the Promontorium Album of
the ancients. This is one of the wildest and, at
times, most dangerous passes on the Phenician
cosst. The path is cut in the white lime-stome
rocks five hundred feet above the level of the.

j and others seemed ready to follow.

‘ly to the plain below, the dreariness of our

groves of Sidon, that we scarcely realized the| .

the grandeur of that promise, and the sublime 7 D#ing the holy Sabbath, und in the abeence

plish, demanded & maritime possession and a pgreater of renown than Tyre. Originally it was

of the plain of Pheenicis, winding through groves | grasses

laz, and the waves dash wildly against their base.
Huge boulders had fallen from the cliffs above, |
From the |
highest point of the pass we gained our
first view of Tyre. D ding rapid- |

pathway was relieved by the glorious appearance
of Hermon, whose snow-capped summits were|
bright in the evening light, while the plain over|
which we rode was darkened by the shadows of
circumambient mountains. Travelling on for
hours over the deep sandy beach, we passed Ras-
el-’Ain in the dusk of the evening, but too late
to examine those celebrated fountains, wé push-
ed on and entered Tyre at ten P. M. The next

of a Christian church, we found it profitable to
meditate upon the numerous prophetic allusions
to this venerable city. Few cities can boast of a
higher antiquity, of grander edifices, and of

founded by the Pneenicians, rebuilt by the Ro- |
mans, and again restored by the Crusaders. The
ruins of its marble castles, of its splendid palaces, ‘
of its tripple walls and gateways, of its lofty tow-
ers and spucious harbours, are now seen half bu-
ried beneath the drifting sand or washed by the
waves. It was a “strong city” in the days
of Joshua; it was the ally of Solomon, and was
the coveted prize of Shalmeneser, Nebuchadnez-
zar and Alexander the Great. The cradle of
commerce, Tyre became the Mistress of the Seas;
her merchantmen traded in every port in the
known world, and from her thriving shores
she sent far her sons, dotting the coasts of Eu-
rope and Africa with flourishing colonies. No-
thing can excel the accuracy of detail and the
elegance of graphic description of the twenty-
seventh chapter of Ezekiel on' the wealth and
glory of Tyre ; and now, after the lapse of twen-
ty-five centuries, her scattered ruins attest the
truth of prophecy. Her walls are destroyed, her
towers broken down, her stones and timber are
in the midst of the water, and ber ancient site is
“ a place for the spreading of nets in the midst
of the sea.” Entering a small boat, we passed out
of the inner basin into the larger barbour, and in
almost every direction we saw immense red gran-
ite columns lying prostrate beneath the surface of
the clear water, and others imbeded in the solid
rock, or cemented together by some powerful
agent. In the south-east corner of the town,
are the remains of the church built in the fourth
century by Paulinus and consecrated by Euse-
bius, and in which repose the dust of Origen and
of the Emperor Frederick Barbarosa.
Six miles to the east of the town is the tomb
of King Hiram. It is an imposing mausoleum,
hewn out of the solid limestone rock, some twelve
feet long, eight wide, and six bigh, and surmount-
ed with a pyramidal lid five feet in thickness ; it
rests upon a pedestal of hewn stomes ten feet
high, and being located on a hill, commands a
view of the city of the great King and of the sea
beyond. On the north side of it is a large vauit,
in whieh, no doubt, the dust of the good Hiram
once reposed. Around it the country is strange-
ly solitary ; neither ancient ruin nor human hab-
itation is near, but standing alone, it is like a
venerable relic of the past-and an impressive
monument of the loneliness of death.

ANCIENT RUINS
On the same road, a short distance to the west,
the French have excavated one of the most
magnificant temples yet discovered. It is about
seventy-five feet long by thirty-six wide, and con-
sists of a nave, two side-aisles, a chancel, and dn
alter-piece. The roof and portions of the walls
are gone ; of its fourteen columns only the base
of eleven of them remain, on which is sculptured
the Maltese cross. But its extraordinary beauty
consists in its wonderful mosaic pavement, cover-
ing more than two thirds of the entire area. It
is formed of small square blocks of white and
black marble, arranged in the most curious man_
ner. In the aisles are thirty-inch diameter cir.
cles, containing figures of sheep, fish, fowls,
fruits, tigers, elephants, buffalos, dogs, horses;
rabbits, deer, lions, antelopes, with ten myth-
ological busts representing the gods and goddes-
ses of Greece and Rome. Before the alter is a
lengthy inscriptionin Greek characters, but owing
to their curious forms and the numerous contrac-
tions, it was impossible to decipher it without re-
ference to learned works. From all we could
learn from those having the work in charge, it
was originally a heathen temple, but converted
into a Christian church by the Crusaders, and
during the medizval wars was abundoned, and
has sil®e remained buried beneath the accumu-
lated sand and rubbish of centuries.

Returning to town by way of Res-el-’Ain, we
paused to comtemplate the most stupendous
waterworks of ancient times. Here are octago-
nabireservoirs of emormous strength and of vast
dimensions, and also immense a queducts con-
veying the water to the city. There is an old
Arab tradition, the Alexander the Great con-
structed a subterranean canal through which he
brought the water from Bagdad, while another
ascribes these fountains to Solomon. -Their anti-
quity is great, but their author and finisher are
unknown. Around them are a few Arab huts,
and their only practical use is to slake the thirst
of the transient traveller. Standing by these de-
serted fountains, overgrown with the weeds and
of ages, whose gushing waters fall idly on
the sandy plain below, a picture of Tyre’s fallen
glory rose up before my mind, impressing me with
the utterness ofher desolation and the fulfilment of
prophetic judgments which Heaven inflicted upon
her for her sinful pride and haughtiness. Her
royal palaces have given place to the abodes of
poverty ; her magnificent navy, with sails of em-

General Mliscellanp.
Impértance of Presence of Mind.

1. If s man faints, place him flat on his back
and let him alone.

2. If any poison is swallowed, drink instantly
half a glass of cool water with a heaping tea-
spoonful each of common salt and ground mus-
tard stirred into it ; this vomits as soon as it
réaches the stomach ; but for fear some of the
poison may still remain, swallow the white of
one or two raw eggs or drink n cup of strong
coffee, these two being antidotes for a greater
number of poisons than any dozen articles
known, with the advantage of their being always
at hand ; if not, half a pint of sweet oil, or
lamp-oil, or “ drippings,” or melted butter or
lard are good substitutes, especially if' they vo-
mit quickly. .

3. The best thing to stop the bleeding of a
moderate cut instantly, is to cover it profusely
with cob-web, or flour and salt, half-and-half.

4. If the blood comes from a womnd by jets

or spirts, be spry, or the man will die in a few
minutes, because an artery is severed ; tie a
handkerchief loosely around near the part be-
tween the wound and the heart ! put a stick be-
tween the handkerchief and the skin, twist it
round until the blood ceases to flow, and keep it
there until the doctor comes ; if in a position
where the handkerchief cannot be used, press
the thumb on a spot near the wound, between
the wound and the heart ; increase the pressure
until the bleeding ceases, but do not lessen that
pressure for an instant, until the physician ar-
rives, 80 as to glue up the wbund-by the coagu-
lation or hardening of the cooling blood.
5. If your elothing takes fire, slide the hands
down the dress, keeping them as close to the
body as possible, at the same time sinking to the
floor by bunding the knees ; this has-a smother-
ing effect upon the flames ; if not extinguished,
or a great headway is gotten, lie down on the
floor, roll over, or better, envelop yourself in'a
carpet, rug, bed-cloth, or any garment you can
get hold of, always preferring woollen.

6. If the body is yired, rest ; if the brain is
tired slgep.

7. If the bowels are loose, lie down in a warm

bed, remain there and eat nothing until you are
well. '
8. If an action of the howels does not occur
st the usual hour, eat not an atom-until they do
act, at least for thirty-six hours ; mesnwhile
drink cold water or hot teas, and exercise in’ the
open air to the extent of a gentle perspiration,
and keep this up until things are righted. This
suggestion, if practiced, would save myrisds-of
lives every year, both in city and country.

9. The three best medicines in the world are
warmth, abstinence and repose.— Hall's Jowrnal
of Health. .
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A New Codfish Bank.

A curious discovery has been lstely made in
the North Atlantic, by some Scotch fisherman~—
nothing less than a rock Mymid ocean, whose
base is the home of i able podfish, who,
being unacquainted with the appearance of s
hook and line, bite sharply, and fall, an easy
prey to eager fishermen. An English peper
says: “ Mr. T. Dawson, medical officer, North
Isles, writes to the T¥mes to announce an impor-
tant discovery. It is nothing less than a new
bank of cod, at a place called Rockall, 360 miles.
south of North lsles. The bank was discovered
by Captain Rbodes, master of the Resolution, of
London, who had a hint of its existence thirteen
years ago from the mate of an Irish vessel. He
sailed with two vessels on the 2nd July, and ve-
turned on the 13th of the same miouth with
twenty seven tons of the largest ced. Mr:
Dawson says the bgnk is haunted by biue sharks ;
but according to Captain Rhodes they caught
the fish as fast as they could pull. The livers of
the cod, he states, wese also very rich, and pro-
duced large quantities of oil. 1 have examined
the cod ; they are very large and very thick sod
fat, but shorter than usual, while the ling are the
same as those caught at other places. This
solitary rock in the ocean, which will fora time
become the El Derado of our cod smacks, rises
about the height of a ship above the sea.”
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The Bashikouay Ant.

According to M. du Chaillu, one of the most
formidable animals in the world is an ant which
he found in Central Africa. He thus describes
it:

It is the dread of all living animals, from the
leopard to the smallest insect. I do mot think
that they build a nest or home of any kind. At
any rate they carry nothing away, but eat all
their prey on the spot. It is their habit to
march through the forest in a long regular line
—a line about two inches broad and often several
miles in length. All along this line are larger
ants, who act as officers, stand outside the ranks
and keep this singular army in" order. If they
come to a place where there are no trees to
shelter them from the sun, whose heat they can
not bear, they immediately build underground
tunnels, through which the whole army passes
in columns to the forest beyond. These tunnels
are four or five feet underground, and are used
only in the heat of the day or during a storm.

When they grow hungry the long file spreads
itself through the forest in a front line, and at-
tacks and devours all it overtakes with 'afury
whicki¥is quite irresistible. The elephint and
gorilla fly before this attack. The black men

broidered linen from Egypt and ivory benches
from the Isle of Chittim, has been exchanged for
a few crazy fishing boats ; her famous mariners
of Zidon and Arnad are superseded by bostmen
whose nautical knowledge is not equal to & cruise
on the Mediterranean five miles from land ; and
her vast commerce in the precious metals of Tar-
shish, the slaves of Javan, the horses of Togar-
mah, the coral and agate of Syris, the wheat of
Minnith, the wine of Helbon, the spices of Sheba,
and the fine fleeces of Arabia, has dwindled down
to an occasionsl cargo of millstones and juniper
charcoal. Even her hill sides, once rich in olive
are now barren, and such have been the
wdhny&u&hmhﬁhpﬁnd
Tyre is & sandy waste. Her harps of gold and
enchanting minstrelsy are for ever silent, and
winds and waves alone lament her departed glory"

s ; the sides of the meuntains are perpendicu- Methodist.

run for their lives. Every animal that lives in
their line of march is chased. They seem to un-
derstand and act upon the tactics of Napoleon,
and concentrate with great speed their heaviest
forces on the point of attack. Iunan incredibly
short space of time the mouse, or dog, or leop-
ard, or deer is overwhelmed, killed, and eaten,
and the bare skeleton only remains.

They seem to_travel night and day. Many s
time have I been awakened out of a sleep and
obliged to rush from the hut and into the water
to save my life, and after all suffered intolerable
agony from the bites of the advance guard, who

house they clear it of all living things. Cock-
roaches are devoured in an instant. Rats, and
mice spring around the roomin vain. An over-
whelming force of ants kills & ret in less thao a
minute, in spite of the most frantic struggles,
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