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office. ¢
Sir Wilfrid Laurier maintained that
there had been no change in the gov-
ernment and that there could not be
any changeé with the same prime min-
fster at the head of aftairs, Iie was
to admit that the administra-
Dbeen strengthened and claim-
ed that this was due to the incluaion
of Liberals in the cabine:c. He accus-
od the government of having violatod
the electoral law of the Dominion, a8

{al electorate by granting the franchise

well as of having acted unfairly in ad-
ministering the wartimes election act.
Sir Robert Borden, in referring to the
infusion of Liberal blood in the cabl-
net, sald that such was the intention
when the government was formed. The
plan was to have Conservatives and
Liberals equally represented and that
the plan would eventually be carried
out. Liberals, who had entered the
cabinet, he said, had done so from a
strong sense of duty. )

The prime minister, in resenting the
cr of the opposition leader, sald
the wartimes elections act had been
fairly administered and that the sol-
dlers had voted for the government be-
cause they realized that the adminis-
tration was disposed to support them
By every means in its power. «

The prime minister emphasized the
urgent necessity for increased food

production, declaring that the issue of

the war may depend on the gquantity
of food produced on this continent.
Ottawa, Mar. 19—The debate on the
address was continued without de-
lay when the House met this after-
noon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, was greet-
ed with appl by the bers sit-
ting to thg left of the speaker, He
plunged at once into the subject of
the contents of the speech from the

throne, which he described as a

document of unusual length, made up
of subjects, old and new, but chiefly

old. The matters referred to were

familiar to the people of the country.

In regard to some of them, they were
awaiting the decision of the govern-
ment  and he would refrain from
comment upon them until the govern-
ment had introduced its proposals in
concrete form. 8Sir Wiitrid noted
that the speech did not contain any
mention of a subject which did not re-
quire any legislation. Since the form.
er parliament prorogued quite &
change had taken place in the gov-
ernment. “1 did not,” said Sir Wil-
frid, “say change of government, but
change in the government. I see mo
difference in the old and new gavern-

ment. There is no new government;

it 18 the same old government which
q:l existed for the last six years. As

ng as there is no change in the
premiership there is no change in the
government, It is the same princi-

ple that prevails”

Sir Wilfrid went on to say that while
there had been no change in the gov-
ernment, -there had been a change in
its complexion There had been mnot
only an alteration, but an improvement F iy Sy
in the administration. There had been|elghty-two of these took

infused into the government & rosy place, but the returning officer refus-

cast It might be said that
this was a formality, But if it was an

complete mailed reports before a mem-

officer could p!
such as was available
lteved Mr. O'Connor was & fair, able,
and high-minded servant of the public
and he did. not think Mr. O’Connor
capable of doing anything wrong in
making such decisions. But where
was the authority for it? Sir Wilfrid
had been told that an order was pass-
ed authorizing the general returning
officer to accept telegraphic reports.
It go, he was at & loss to know under
what authority such an order-in-council
was pasesd, unless the government
once more had resorted to their war
measures act of 1014,

“The war measures act already cov-
ers a lot of sins,” Sir Wilfrid added,
amid the applause of his follows, “but
there is a limit to the war measures
act,”

The appeal which had been made at
the last general election, Sir Wilfrid
contended, had not been made to the
solld electorate of the country. It had
been made to a specially manutactured
electorate. The great question before
the people was that of conscription.
If it had been submitted to the people
on a referend he was satisfled that
it would have been defeated, but the
government ‘would hot submit to the
possibility of being defeated om such
an important question. It wanted to
make absolutely sure of winning.
Therefore the wartimes elections act
had been introduced and passed.

This act, said Sir Wilfrid, was con-
celved in iniquity. It was a plece of
legislation which absolutely denied
fair play to the opposition. He would
glve some instances to show how un-

treated at the last election.

Fr

election, because the government had

claimed that the provisions of the act]ipgt the deputy minister of justice had
had not been'observed when the gen-|gddressed a letter to the farmer stat-
eral returning officer accepted tele-|ing that mo minister of the crown
graphic reports ot the military votes|pad a right to intertore with the Mulf-
tary Service Act.

ously applauded when he rose to re-
ply

red (blood?) had been introduced into
::: ":m‘“"}:"‘""“‘" but that was the|way convinced that the men had voted
ention when the governmént was ernment because they re-
formed. It was intended that Liberals fon i S50 At .
and Conservatives would be equally
represented and insovar as this had|y,
not been accomplished it would still
fbe carried out. The Liberals who had|nyistaken,
joined the government, he said, had
undoubtedly done so from an unfailing| gone by the government in the crea-
: tion of & war committee and a ro-

construction colmittee of the cabinet.
"Military Service Act,
the proclamation

fairly opposition candidates had been|..n.o of duty.
“There is a constituency ¢ Bd-

monton West,” said Sir Wilfrid, “which position leader's charges of the vicls

tion of the electoral law, Here Sir

was repr d in the last par

unable to do so. In three of these

that they might vote. In the fourth

Robert read the text of the order-n-
council empowering the general re-
turning officer to accept telegraphic
returns of the military votes cast| enlisted, 28,006 were enrolled directly
overseas. What was the position be-
fore the government, Sir Robert went
on. Parliament had been summoncd
for the 18th of March, the latest date to
make necessary provision for the puy‘ apprehended for failing
and maintenance of the men fighting
overseas. There was the submarine
1t was known that, in the or | France are maintaled at full strongth

by as brave a man as ever sat in the
house. In this constituency there
was nothing short of a conspiracy to
defeat him. In seven polls there were
insufficient ballots to satisfy the elec-
tors, and those who came to vote were

polls the electors were so insistent that
ballots had to be substituted in order

23
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er had been passed

ture would be disorganized.

.| tarrh sufferor needs.
Sir Wilfrid read some correspond: and miserabl

ence which had passed between him-
to some and refusing it to others. He[,)¢ ana an Ontario farmer, to show
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8ir Robert Borden.
Sir Robert Borden was also gener

Bir Robert agreed that @ touch of

Sir Robert then dealt with the op-

red color, (rouge) which is pleasing to|ed to count them.”

the eye, The former government, he

4 ‘discl t! 1 on.| this same constituency that three
said, had ‘disclosed that unless a cop- polling booths had not been o &t

albeThe doors were locked and men
who had driven long distances to vote

jous draft of rich red blood were in

fused into its decrepit system, things

might go badly with it.

The opposition leader asserted that|could not do so.

there was no such thing as a new
standard of duty because the country

happened to be at war.

mained the same in war as in peace,

dut war undoubtedly imtensified duty.

“It seems to me,” Sir Wilfrid went| oy o0

nat wag )!
sary before they could exercise the

on, “that mothing has occurred which| yoierg 1ists were not sufficient.

would go to show that the principles
of the British system of government

should Ve discarded in war times, put| arbitrary action.”

into cold storage and taken out again
after the restoration of peace.” If the| fair play. British subjects naturaliz-
principles of the British system of| ed

government wére true and sound and| cans refused the right of

efficient in peace, they were equally

sound and efficlent in war, And if| this had occurred in other western

there was a featyre of the British sys- constit as well as Bow River.
tem which was essential it was that of| The er of the opposition then
a strong organized opposition. Eternal| turned his to the soldi

vigilance was the price of liberty. Un,

tess there was eternal vigilance by a| YéY favorable to the government,

TROUBLED

ITH

CONSTIPATION
From 16 to 20.

did a.otwnﬂdu
Constipation is ome of the common- tain number of men put uniform, |
est ills of mankind, and ome too often | not the

aliowed to go unlooked after untl| election

some serious complication sets in.

SO
if the bowels are properly looked Sir Wilfrid drew the attention of

after there will be mo House to & picture which, he said,
jsundice, sick or bilious headach was a pb ph, of one of the Lon
' coated sour stom-| don polling booths, on December Znd.
umms-mummqu,mmn,mmum
of the booth and soldiers voting, was
Milbusn’s Laxa-Liver Pills will interesting, because on the wall of
your bowels so in no! the booth was displayed a poster
time constipation will disappear| which read: “A vote against the
entirely. government is's vote for the Hun.”
Miss Emma E Melanson, Halifax.! Such a poster in such 8 place was,
N. S, writes: “1 am now 20 years of said Sir Wiltrid, s vielation of the
age, and sinee 1 was 161 have been law. If the law could be thus boast
greatly troubled with constipation, ingly violated, it was easy to under-
wuch so that st times | would be stand how much Iberty the soidiers
bed 3 oy 4 days a month. 1 tried feit votes.

dinary course of events, statements
prepared in Paris and London would
not, perhaps, reach Ottawa until May
the 1st. The government, therefore | determined or more confident.”
took cognizance by telegram, of the
certificates already signed overseas,| production of food was emphasized
and upon these telegrams the general
returning officer made a preliminary
return of members, Provision was| ister of agricultu
made that, as soon as the fled | the )
statement reached the general re-| vincial governments. He then went
turning officer, further return would| on to read & memorand
be made, and this would supersede the
preliminary returns. board, the results of the conference of
That had been qualified by the op.| representatives of the proviucial de-
position leader as an outrage, But,| Partments in Ottaws
Sir Robert added, had the government th eefforts which were
neglected to make provision for the
maintenance of the soldiers overseas| Production

Sir Wilfrid went on to say that in

In the comstituency of Bow River
the returning officer had notified natu-
Dutfes re- ralized citizens that proof of n':::t

franchise, and that they must produce|
papers their names on the

“There could mot,” sald Sir Wilfrid,
“gven in Germany or Russia, be more

1t shocked the sense of justice and
Frenchmen, Belgians and Ameri.|of Canad

L]
franchise. He had been informed that

vote, which, he admitted, bad proven

strong and resolute opposition theref “but,” said he, “let me draw the at-

was the universal testimony of bistory

?
g
§
;
3
g ©
H

Here Bir Robert glanced in the dk

rection of the opposition leader. “He
acquiesces,” declared Sir Robert.

Wiltrid Laurier vigorously shook

Towards the close of his remarks prerkn o ‘.‘No;" o \v“md i

. trage n givin

idle formality, why did the act require|gir Wiltrld referred to the present|some and | Sie

in teking it away from
SRR toe war, ATthauh & WhS theloaer s o
ber could be declared elected. This|fourth year of the conflict, he sald, the
Acceptance of telegraphic reports was|situation was probably more serious
not in accordance with the law. How|than ever before. It would be a bold
was it then that the general returning|man who would predict that the cam-
ublish & Mst of members,|paign of 1018 would result in a de-
today. He be-|cisive advance by the Allles. It was
becoming evident that the food ques-
tion may become the most important
tl,ctohr in connection with the winning
of ‘the war, The government was % B /
doubtless in possession of mfom&h POne O . led ¢
in regard to the matter.

This remark aroused loud cheers
trom op,

one,” Sir Robert retorted.
it to some women and we hope this
gession to give it to all.”

And this time it was the
government members to cheer.
“The election is over mow,” inter

“And," ‘:lr:nly r;pllod BI‘r I:‘nlbofh
“if we ven the vote to wo-
Sir Wilfrid repeated that, in regard n:f.‘ th: ho{oﬂblo gontleman might
to the war, the opposition stands just
where they did when it began. He ex-
pressed rogret that, in a struggle de-
signed to establish free Institutions,
there should be any sacrifice of the
free institutions and the constitution
under which we live,

not have been here.”
8ir Robert referred to a statement
he had issued prior to the election, re-
ng officers to appoint
erators of both political parties.
o history of confederation, Bir
Robert declared, never was an eleo
tion conducted more fairly,

An outburst of opposition laughter
greoted this

The Prime Minister remarked that|«ngt the
some of the observations of the leader
of the opposition were of an exceed-
ingly critical nature. They were not
all characterized by a keen sense of
logic. He had asserted that there had
been no change of government and at
the same time had stated that the
government had been improved. Ap-
parently the leader of the opposition
was likely to be as critical of the pres-
ent administration as he was of the
government which preceded it,

qu
on
In

¥ Bir Robert continued,
ubject which excites the
mirth of my honorable friends is the
right of denying free speech in some
parts of the country' ‘and again gove
ernment members cheered.
Sir Wiltrld Laurler had referred,
the premier went on, to A supposed
conspiracy to defeat Mr. Oliver.
he has any charge to bring against the
government, against any member of
the government, or against any officer
of the government.”
clared, “let him make his charge and
we will investigate it.”
the soldiers vote overseas, Bir Robert

alized they had
which was disposed to support them
y every means in its power.
the soldiers would find they were not

Then 8ir Robert outlined the work

In regard to the"
he said, that, since
of October 15th last, 35,840 men had
been enlisted in Canada and 26830
sent overseas. Of the 36,340 wo far

under the Military Service Act and
17,946 obtained through the British re-
crulting mission in the United States.
Further, of the 28,896, 8,890 had been

“1 should like
Robert added, “that our

say further,’ Sir|

France was never at
groater strength than today, and more|
than that, | think, it was never wmiore|

The C. E. F. in

The necessity for increase in the

He said this magter
had been taken up fully by the min-
re, who had sarured

by the premier.

its action would have been an outrage

went on. “He called the wardiime

kpow whether he regards it an out-
rage—apparently he does—that we

peration of the pro-

with the work of the Canada food

the varfous provinces to increase food

that the reports rawlved[

peop showed that the acreage
ST O o e e 1 under cultivatio nwould be larger than)
He also stated

‘anada.

“8fr Wilfrid Laurier was pretty {re| 6ver before.
4 A plans had been made to securo the |

ot st B v Mgy B ot enlistment of 25,000 boys in the great|

elections act an outrage. 1 do mnot er production

A Book Not of Creation
Bt'tt of Evolution!

It was not made —

IT GREW!

asize too strongly”
said the premier, “the absolute neces-
for increased food production. |

ity
should have given the vote to the ini tie war may depend up-|

mediate relatives of the men fighting.” ::‘“::'“::u‘;;:m of food prodced in

e e eem—————— Canads sod the United States.”
Turning to the subject of shipbuild-

GOT m m ing, Sir Robert said that this mm?l

another matter of vital importatice. |
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THE
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STANDARD

is today compelled to
announce the, early
closing of its cam-
paign in the most
startling distribu-

- tion of a book ever, {
undertaken by a

newspaper.

HEART SONGS has be-
come the most famous
song book in the world!

A volume of 400 priceless
songs, out of the Longago
into the Now. The songs
to which your cradle
rocked the time; the lulla-
bies of centuries; old love
songs that stirred the
hearts of sixty years ago;
the plantation melodies of
Dixie; hymns hallowed by
age. Songs of land and sea;
war; peace; home; travel;
youth and beauty; age;
church, state and nation.
20,000 people put them all
into this great book of
songs.
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