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THE CITY LANDS.
——n

The Civic Commissioners are considering the ques-
tion of the management of the city lands. Some time
ago a policy was adopted of selling the lands to the
leaseholders and quite a large block of the freehold own-
ed by the city has passed into the hands of private hold:
ers, .some of it at prices which are not beyond criticism.
The management of corporation land is one of the inci-
dents of civic government that no one who understands
the question regards with any degree of pride. It has
been about as bad as it could be and anyone who doubts
this statement should make an examination of the civic
rent roil. Who can explain why lots of the same size
and on the same street have been leased to the original
holders at rentals varying from fifty cents to twelve or
fifteen dollars per annum It is true that not many of
the lots have been leased at the low figure but there are
fnstances. It is not uncommon to find lots, one leased at
five dollars and the other at ten, and what is more re-
markable the leases were effected at the same date.

The large number of leases outstanding and the fact
that the holders did not desire any change and were ready
to oppose any one member of the Council W ho suggested
an improvement in the management of the property of
the people had an important influence in preventing ac-
tion on the part of the Common Council. In the major-
ity of instances the city would bave been money in pocket
by handing over the fee simple of the land and by taxing
4t at its full value. Thisis the opinion of those who have
given the question some consideration. The assessors
bold a different view and assert that in considering the
value of the property for assessment purposes the rental
paid for city lots was a factor. It may have been but
the returns do not show it Indeed it may be said that
the valuation of property for assessment purposes has
not been conducted on a very scientific basis. It has
been rather haphazard and the result has been far from
sgatisfactory.

Sales of city property so far conducted have not
always resulted in the interests of the city financially,
and no more should be made until some better plan has
been adopted. St. John has a splendid asset in its real
estate, but the system under which it has been and is
being managed must be revolutionized before the city
will get anything like the revenue it should get from its
present holdings The problem is not so easy of solu-
tion as most people suppose. As the city has parted from
the control of much of the land not under lease to the
¥ederal Government, or the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, the consideration being fmproved harbor facil-
dties, the greater part remaining is under rental with
wenewal clauses leaving the city practically at the mercy
of the leaseholders. A very large block of the most valu-
able real estate owned by the city is held under perpetual
Jease at startlingly low rentals,

There are ways of dealing with the city leaseholders,
but the most practical one is through the assessment law.
f'he public will watch with interest the method the Com-
snissioners will suggest in dealing with this question. It
was too much for the old Common Council and kept that
body guessing for years. It has also proved a poser for
¢ity officials who have been called upon to administer the
estate, and they have been chiefly concerned about how
much of the street account expenditure could be charged
with safety to the public lands account. In past years
the revenues of both the lands and the harbor have help-
@®d out the street account, but the present Commissioners
%ill no doubt be above the employment of such question-
@ble transactions even to help out a sadly overtaxed ac-
fount,
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THE TREND OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT.

As an indication of the growing strength of the Gov-
ernment, it is instructive to note the returns in the seven
bye-elections held since Mr. Borden took office, a little
more than a year ago. Taken as a whole the bye-elec-
tions show that Conservative majorities have risen from
1,523, to 2,990, and Liberal majorities have fallen from
1,518 to 462. It was a favorite argument of the organs of
the Opposition, smarting under defeat, that the general
election was won by “flag waving” and similar appeals to
public sentiment. The steady gains which the Govern-
ment has made in the bye-elections leave no room for
fioubt that the great majority of the electors were and are
in favor of the principles laid down in Mr. Borden’s plat-
Form,

In South Renfrew, where the first bye-election was
teld, on the resignation of Mr. T. A. Low, to provide a
peat for Mr. Graham, the Liberal majority was reduced
from 619 to 223. Kootenay, the next constifuency open-
ed, when Mr. Goodeve was appointed a member of the
Railway Commission, went to his successor, Mr. R, T.
Green, by acclamation, South Simcaoe, where a bye-elec-
tion became necessary on the elevation of Mr. Haughton
Lennox to the bench, also returned a C®mservative, Mr.
‘W. A. Boys, by acclamation. In Richelieu, the Liberal
majority was reduced from 899 to 239. . The Conservative
majority h} Macdonald was l:)reasad from 156 to 484.
Carleton returned a Conserva/ive by acclamation, i
Hochelaga, which went to the Liberal party in 1808 by
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185, Mr. Coderre increased his majority from 1,362 10!

While it is true that in Hochel the Liberals did

ports of Canadian flour in 1900 was 771,000 barrels and in
1910 3,064,000 barrels. These facts lead the Toronto
Nows to obgerve: “In & decade United States axpotts have
been cut {n balf and ours bave multiplied fopr toes. 1o
1900 American flour exports wers tintes as
great as ours. In 1910 they were only three times as
great. In the ten-year period the Canadian industry has
developed amazingly and its product has secured a grow:
ing hold on the British and Kuropean market. In
ghort, Canadian and United States flour are strong rivals
in the old world, and our own brands are getting the up-
per hand.

“Hence the panicky eagerness of the Minneapolis and
Duluth millers to control the Canadian wheat crop.
Hence the fight for Reciprocity which they put up on
both sides of the international border. Hence their in-
tense disappointment over its defeat, If they could once
get control of our wheat yield the American export mill
ing trade would be saved. With our abundant raw ma.
terial at their command they would meet the products of
our own mills in Great Britain,

“Surely we should not pay the United States to fake
its duty off our wheat, Surely it will be wiser to do all
we can to take advantage of our favored natural position,
and to build up in our own territory the world's greatest
milling industry. Under the National Policy we are
travelling rapidly in that direction. Americans are be-
ginning to transfer their mills to Canada. One is to be
erected at Moose Jaw and another at Kenora. It may
even be found wise for the Government to bonus flour
mills as a means of keeping the by-produets of Canadian
wheat as far as possible on Canadian soil. The retention
of these by-products means that the Western Canadian
livestock industry will be stimulated and that Western
Canadian farm lands will be continually re-fertilized.

“Only a few years ago Canada entered into. compe-
tition with the United States in the production of cheese
tor export. For a while it was a stern chase, but we
soon overtook and passed the Republic, which now trails
far behind. If we stick to the National Policy and re-
main frue to our own interests, we shall soon have the
commanding position as a shipper of wheat flour to Great
Britain and other consuming countries. At present the
United States is increasing its wheat production, but if
decades hence the Republic should cease to export and
begin to import wheat and flour, we should take care to
supply the shortage as far as possible in flour, rather
than in raw wheat. ‘The national ideal should always be
to manufacture here at home and to keep as much as pos-
sible of the work, the by-products and the profits for our
own people.” '

There seems to be a general consensus of opinion
that St. John needs a new building law. There is no
doubt on this question, but the question should not rest
there. The city needs a new charter. The existing
charter has been changed in so many ways and these
changes are spread over so many Acts of Assembly that
it is safe to assert that the Recorder is about the only
civie official who has anything like an exact knowledge
of the number and extent of the important alterations
made in the charter or of laws under which the city is
governed. It is too much to expect the Commissioners to
undertake the revision of the charter, but they should
appoint a commission to frame a new charter on modern
lines.

A recent despatch frpm Seattle conveys the interest-
ing information that the oldest tree on the North Ameri-
can continent is dead from natural causes. The great
fir stood in Ravenna Park and has existed longer than the
the Christian era. A fir stump forty feet from this big
tree has enough ring growths to show that its age must
be more than 1,000 years. The rings are from eleven to
sixteen to the inch, The diameter of this tree was about
twelve, while that of the giant fir is close to twenty feet.
The radius of this diameter is ten feet, and counting an
average of 16 annual ring growths per inch would make
its age from 1,700 to 2,000 years,

-Judge Crane of Brooklyn, New York, who was recent-
ly called upon to impose sentence on a man convicted of
manslaughter, has established a new precedent. Instead
of imposing a sentence of a short term in prison, or a
fine, he made an order that the convicted man should
make a weekly contribution towards the support of the
family of.the man he killed. This is good common
sense—no matter how lawyers may view the case,

Those who adopt the White Slave trade as a liveli-
hood in Great Britain will in future run considerable per-
sonal risk. Parliament has recently passed a new law
which fixes whipping as the punishment for the crime of
inducing women to enter upon a life of immorality, and
the penalty is imposed for the first as well as for subse-
quent offences.
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Button and Laced
BOOTS

Most Stylish and Service-
able Boots at Popular
Prices
$3.00, $3.50, $4.00

Our stock represents the plck
of the best Canadian and Amerl
can factories.

Our low prices are maintained
by having large orders placed
months ago, for September, Octob-
er and November delivery.

A special lot of $3.00 Calf But-
fon Boots with lighter soles than
ordered, $2.50 while they last.
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be secured frormh the Federal govern-
ment for the extension of the street

| rallway over government property to

a point In close provincity to the
new works, Since that time Dr. Price
has met with considerable opposition,
but thronugh his persistent efforts has
at last been successful in securing a
lease from the government,
Yesterday Dr. Price recelved the
following telegram from the Hom. J.
D. Hazen:
Ottawa, Ont, Nov. 21, 1912,
Dr. 0. B, Price,

Moncton, N. B.
Your letter fourteenth received
leases re street rallway extension
have been signed and will be sent
you by secretary department -allways
and canals,
(Signed) J. D. HAZEN.
This announcement will be gratify-
ing to the men as it will place the
car service much nearer to {their
work and save them .a three minute
walk to the city boundary.
Dr. Price stated that the work of
exteknnlon will begin the first of next
week.

AMUSING FOR MEN
OF SECRET SERVICE

When President-elect Wilson
Occupies White House They
Will Dig Greek Roots and
Split Infinitives.

Washington, D. C., Nov. 22.—Under
the new law requiring the secret ser-
vice to provide for the protection of
the president-elect three sleuths have
been despatched to Princeton to be-
come the guard of Governor Wilson.
Those inclined at first to envy them,
the jobs should pause, for under the
next administration the lot of the
policeman to use the generic term, will
not be a happy one.

At present their jobs are snaps, as

Ihe Best Quality at a Reasonable Price

Good looking
Watches, and More.

When you buy a watch,
buy something more than
mere appearance.

case should be good and a
good case will look well.
But the movement and its
reliability as a timekeeper
is the essential considera-
tion.

When you buy:-a watch’
here you get a reliable
timepiece, one that you can
depend upon to tell you
the exact ‘time, a watch
that has outside beauty
and inside quality.

Why not come in and se-
lect that Christmas watch
now ?

Current Comment

The Real Reason,
(Moose Jaw News.)

Charles W. Elliott, ex-president of Harvard Univers-
ity, is of }he opinion that the existing social unrest on
this continent is attributable to defects in the public
school system of education. If this a contributing factor
it is only a minor one. For the social unrest proceeds
really from an effort to turn the world right. side up,
there being an impression that it is now upside down.

Anngxing Troubles.
(Ottawa Citizen.)

While it is stated that less than half a hundred cases
of divorce will come before the Canadian Parliament this
session, it must not be forgotten that many Canadians
settle their matrimonial troubles on the other side of the
line. Between 1887 and 1906 there were 466 Canadian
cases a year in the United States, or an aggregate of
8,645.

in Unity There Is Cash,
(Hamilton Spectator.)
A difference of $2 per barrel on apples sold by co-
operative methods in Lambton county, over those dlspos-
ed of By independent growers, should furnish the most

‘fiot enter a candidate, and Mr. Doyon ran as an Independ-
ent with Nationalist support, the result was nevertheless
# stinging rebuke to the views frequently expreseed in
the Liberal press that there should be no emergency con-
~ tribution to Naval Defence. Mr. Coderre ran his election
on this issue. Every French division in the constituency
gave him a good majority and in Westmount he received
# voteof 30 to 1.  Mr. Doyon lost his deposit. From the
result in Hochelaga it is clear that mo plebiscite is neces-
igary upon the present mavy question. Canadians of all
Mmﬂm«mmwm»onthorm-
ons of the Government, realiinzg that Mr. Bor
and his colleagues have full knowledge of the needs

the situation.

to farmers that, as in other lines
of industry, in unity there is not only stremgth, but in-
creased money in pocket.

The Universal Language.
(St. Thomas Times.)
. A Hungatian young man and an American girl have
just been mairied, neith d ding the h of
the other. -Love is still the only universal language.

.

Is Marriage a Failure?
(Vancouver Province.)
* A convict who escaped from the Chicago jail in order
to get married, returned voluntarily the next week and
asked for his old cell. -

AL (Bangor News.) g
The American Navy is about to present, with its com-

/| piiments, another $10,000,000 argument to the ardent pro-
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L. L. Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. Johm, N. B.

We will have a hate tImeé t0 beat
last year’s record, but will try to do it,
and have already made a good start
Enter as soon as you can, 80 as to
be ready for work when the call
comes.

Our new catalogue gives our rates
and just the information you want.
Send for it today.

& S.KERR,
Principal

To every student who enters for
a course in Shorthand or Book-
keeping.

GUARANTEE BACKED UP.
We do not require a cent of the

tuition fee until our Employment
Bureau has placed the student.

A POSITION GUARANTEED s

THE J. R. CURRIE COMMERCIAL
INSTITUTE,

Presid Taft rarely plays more than
18 holes, and a golf course makes an
enjoyable promenade. But under the
new regime all will be changed.
Mr. Wilson is a passionate pedest-
rian, and probably will have & private
speedway built on the back porch of
the White House, where he can en-
joy his sport under cover. The secret
gervice men who will accompany him
on these hikes, some of which will
doubtless be stretched - to 15 or 20
minutes at a time, will be required to
parse a sentence or conjugate a verb
with equal ease, discuss the interest-
ing phases of anthropology, dip into
the nebular hypothesis, exchange views
on economic problems and argue at
length questiong in histdry, geography
Latin, algebra and  politics.

Exercise at the White House pro-
mises to be a serious thing, indeed,
calculated to tire even the most ath-
letic of Chief, Wilkie's men. The new
president will probably start the day
digging Greek roots, and wind it up
by going out where the tennis court
used to be and splitting a few infini-
tives,

The secret service men should re-
ceive good pay. They will earn it

Hemlock Boards

Hemlock Plank
SPRUCE CLAPBOARDS

Cottage Brand, $20.00

5 inch No. 1 3 and 3--6 long
$23.00 for 4,000 ft. lin.

ALSO

6 inch No. 1 2nd Clears
Clears and Extras

85 Union Street. 'Phones: Office.
989; Res., 2288

T_HE best qqglity
.and the utmos:
quantity of bread per
barrel of any flour in
the world.

Light, white loaves,
meltingly flaky pastry.
It must give all this, or

your dealer returns
your money. :

| A Beautiful Showing

CHRISTMAS GIFT GOODS

Comprising all the Latest Devices in Jewelry.

A host of articles appropriate for gifts at prices
to suit the l[:mse of those of moderate means, as we
as that of the opulent.

A veritable storehouse of choice, things.
You will Profit by a Visit to Our Store
FERGUSON & PAGE

Diemond Importers and Jewelers, 41 KING STREET

L

ASBESTOS PIPE COVERING

The use of Asbestos Covering on steam pipes, boilers and
other heated surfaces results in:

A Large Saving of Fuel, Reduced Fire Risk, Prevention of
Radiation of Heat, Increase of Power and
Capacity of Plants

This Covering is made in sections 3 ft. long, and sold in full
sections only.

PRICE LIST ON REQUEST

T.MCAVITY & SONS, LTD., -. 13 KING ST.

OFFICE DIARIES

FOR 1913
English and American.  All sizes and prices.

BARNES & CO., LTD.

Stationers, 84 Prince Willlam Street

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED
OUR BALATA BELTING

. BEST ON THE MARKET
Made Endless to Order in Two Days

Complete Stock of All Sizes

:

{64 Prince Wiliam St ‘Phone Main 1121 St. Johm, N. B.

70 15 DOCK STREET, .. - - - ST.JOHN
: HEADQUARTERS FOR MACHINERY IN THE
MARITIME PROVINGES. .

of pain is the way ¥

tract teeth by the fi
Hale Method, which is used
sively at our offices.

We Charge onlya Nomipal Fee

1 you wear a set of artificial
try our improved suction pls

Hach dollar_spent includ
chance for a Free Return T
Demerara, or choice of $100
Gold, and each 26c spent W
gives a chance for a PFree I
Trip to New York. R

BOSTON DENTAL PARLORS %
DR. ). D. MAHER, Prop.

.M. THE KiNG

“REAL SCOTCH
Buchana
RED SEA

JAMES BUCHANAN & |

SCOTCH WHISKY DISTI

e

D. 0. ROBLIN, TOR

Sole Canadian Ager

HAY, OATS AND ML

We are now landing, ex ¢
John and ‘West St. John:

Good Carleton County H

Manitoba, P, E. Island a
Oats.

White Middlings, Bran.

Crushed Oats, and Corn

Shall be very much pleas
our lowest prices. Ring 1

Telephones: W. 7 or '

A. C. SMITH

UNION STREE"

West St. John, |

Murray & Grego

DISTRIBUTING AGEN

BEAVER B(

A Pine Wood Fibre Y
which takes the place of
plaster—made in panels, a
4 feet x 10 feet.

Write for prices and 8
remember that we manu

Art Glass and N

And always have a larg

ALL KINDS OF

UTTERNUI
READ

Bread th
Beats the |

| e

“You'll Like It
and Want It
‘u L

ONIONS!  ONIONS!
LANDING: ONE
American “Silverski
A. L. GOOLD
MARKE

Storm and Barn
BEST WO
KICKHAM & ¢
7 Waterloo S

LANDIN

1000 Sootch Terra




